
Notes to Presenters & Reviewers
Â The content in this presentation is intended to be age-neutral and up-beat, 

and therefore uses pictures to illustrate points.

Â The goal is climate science literacy.  The U.S. Global Change Research 
Program/ Climate Change Science Program is the primary content source. 
For updates, see: www.climatescience.gov

Â The content information, especially for slides 7-13, is in the notes.  Adjust 
language level and content as appropriate for different age groups as well 
as interest and learning levels.

Â Projected global climate changes (selective) are on slide 14.

Â Carbon footprint as a phrase is introduced on slide 15.

Â Personal habit actions, organized by season, are on slides 18-25. Use as 
appropriate.  Add others as needed. Many more abound!

Â Meat Free Monday, the Carbon MasterÊ (2009) project and initial focus of 
this presentation, is on slide 24.  Again, much more information can be 
discussed with this particular slide.

Â Internet resource and reference sites are on slide 26.

Â WSU Carbon Masters Logo is on slide 28.

http://www.climatescience.gov/
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Climate Science Literacy is an 

understanding of the climateôs 

influence on you and society, and 

your influence on climate.²



Climate science literacy matters ï

why?²

Â Fact: The Earth is warmer than in 1900 A.D.

ÂCurrent changes are measurable & visible.

Â Future changes will affect every aspect of 

human society: economic prosperity, health, 

national security, daily life.

ÂUnderstanding the science will help us evaluate 

the news, conversations, recommendations.



Seven Essential Principles²

1. The sun is the primary source of energy for 

the Earthôs climate system.

2. Climate is regulated by complex interactions 

among the parts of the Earth system.

3. Life on Earth depends on, is shaped by, and 

affects climate.

4. Climate varies over time through both natural 

and man-made processes.



Essential Principles (cont.)

5. Our understanding is improved through 

observations, studies, and building 

models.

6. Human activities are impacting the 

climate system.

7. Climate change will affect the Earth 

system and human lives. 



1. Sun = primary source of energy



2. Climate is complex.



3. Life on Earth depends on, is 

shaped by, & is affected by climate



4. Climate changes over time



5. Our understanding is

improved by:

ÂObservations

ÂTheoretical

ÂStudies

ÂModeling


