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Message From the
Program Coordinator
The new class is doing
just great, with 42 enthusiastic
students. The class is being
held in the Central Lutheran
Church, across the street, and
is a real adventure (someways
good and some bad). But, we
have more room than in the old
classroom. The new students
are looking forward to joining us in our activities and, in
fact, some have attended the
monthly meeting and the Grafting class.
I want to remind the
veterans of the Mock clinic
on Thursday, April 13. I hope
many of you will bring plant and
insect samples to be diagnosed
by the new class members. If
you can participate, please let
us know you are coming so we
count how many veterans to
expect.
The other important class
on the schedule is the volunteer sign-up day on the morning of Thursday, April 20. This
is the time when new class
members pledge their hours to

various projects in order to
satisfy their 60 hour obligation. This is also a time
when veterans can sign up
for their favorite project to
satisfy their 25 hour obligation. You will also have the
pleasure of meeting the
new class members if you
have not already done so.
I hope everyone is
preparing to contribute
plants to the plant sale. We
need plenty of good quality
“Master Gardener Plants” in
order to have a successful
sale.
Oh, I almost forgot to
mention the great day we
had giving the Grafting
class. We had a very good
turn-out of both veterans,
new class members, and
the public. Thanks are due
to a bunch of people, but
especially to Luana and
Chris. We really had a good
time.
~Al McHenry

Master Gardeners provide public education
in gardening and home horticulture based on
research-based information from Washington
State University Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

Calendar
April 5
Hovander workdays begin
9 a.m. to noon
April 6
Foundation Board Meeting
Extension Office
10 a.m. to Noon
April 8
Farmer’s Market Booth
Begins
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
April 13
Monthly Foundation Mtg.
Extension Office
7 to 9 p.m.

May 6
Annual MGF Plant Sale
Hovander Homestead Park
All Day
Ongoing
Master Gardener Breakfasts
Babe’s in Ferndale
Wednesdays 7:45 -9 a.m.
Hovander Work Days
Wednesdays & Saturdays
9 a.m. to Noon
Farmers Market Booth
2nd & 4th Saturday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

April 20
Volunteer Activity Sign-up
(Job Fair)
9 a.m. to Noon

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

Foundation Notes
Just before class began, the
2006 Master Gardener trainees
were warmly greeted at our annual
welcome party. All were treated to
an abundance of sweet and savory
treats and drinks. Attending veterans
reached out to the trainees, sharing
their personal insight into the value of
the Master Gardener Program. Special thanks go to committee members
Laurel Bliss, Barbara Curry, Peg
Nathon and Sheila Reed for making
the evening memorable.
Let me share a few generalities
about the new class for those of you
who were not able to attend. They
hail from places as far away as New
Zealand, the United Kingdom, Ontario, Boston, St. Louis, Colorado, New
Mexico as well as the customary
influx from California and the southwestern states. These 42 gardeners
have experience with native plants,
medicinal uses of plants, herbs,
organic gardening, vegetables and,
of course, flowers. They have tasted
David Simonson’s kohlrabi and have
declared it tasty.
Again this year, the trainees will
be adopting projects to address unmet needs in the community. Their
proposals are as diverse as they are.
They are all anxious to learn and
several of them are simply looking for
an excellent volunteer activity. They
all have the ability to give back to the
community much more than they get
from the program. Drop by class at
any time or look for them out at Hovander. I know you will enjoy getting
to know them!
A number of the trainees took
advantage of the Grafting Clinic delivered by Luana Schneider and her
team on March 11. Approximately
50 people came out to learn about
grafting and get some hands-on
experience, taking home their newly
grafted fruit trees. This event is
always a highlight and this year was
no exception.



A partial list of those helping with
the teaching were Ron Dinus, Karen
Gilliam, Chris Hurst, Joe Kelly, Gene
Montague, Al McHenry, and David
Simonson. Linda Bergquist acted
as cashier. Luana coordinated it all,
guiding attendees through the learning process with her customary skill,
cheer and grace. Huge kudos to this
team and the other assisting veterans
who made learning fun.
Several of us recognized David
Colombe (Class of 2005) in the Clinic
audience. David will have left Bellingham for Florida by the time you
receive this Digest. However, David
wanted to make a contribution to our
program before he left. David took a
large number of leftover scions and
root stock and will be grafting them
for our plant sale before he leaves.
Such is the tradition of giving that
characterizes our Master Gardeners.
David, know that you are appreciated.
Jean Powell, veteran extraordinaire, has returned to the Midwest in
order be nearer to family. Both she
and her considerable talents will be
missed. Jean leaves us with both an
Operating Greenhouse Committee
and a New Greenhouse Committee
to carry forward her legacy. Chris
Hurst, Judy Boxx and Dick McClure
make us proud as they carry forth the
work. Please give them the support
they deserve.
— Gretchen White,
MGF President

Master Gardener Plant
Sale– Saturday, May 6,
Hovander Park

Don’t forget to donate to the plant
sale! Perennials, shrubs, trees, natives, veggies, fruits, herbs, ferns and
ground covers are all welcome. Pots,
labels, and compost are available at
the Hovander greenhouse. Labels
can also be found in the Master Gardener office.
You may also donate a new or
very very gently used garden item for
our silent auction.
If you need help digging and potting your donations please call Diane
Rapoza. She will arrange a work
party to help you make your donation.

Opening Day at Hovander
Demonstration Garden

Opening day for the 2006 Hovander Demonstration Garden is
Wednesday, April 5th. Workdays are
from 9 till noon.
So, as usual, we encourage
veteran master gardeners to come
out and meet members of the new
class who may be beginning their
participation in our Hovander projects.
Wednesday workdays will
continue each week until the end of
October. Saturday workdays will begin the week after the MG plant sale.

March Master Gardener Foundation Meeting
– “Peonies - New Cultivars and Landscape Use”

Lis Marshall of Full Bloom Farm on Lummi Island will talk about the general
culture of peonies, good companion plants and a little taxonomy and history. Lis
has been growing peonies for division and sale for five years and will talk about
the breeding of new cultivars and advances in peony breeding.
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Tis the Season

Your Monthly Gardening Guide by Faye Agner
Spring has come in fits and starts.
We saw some spring in February,
and March, now hopefully it is here to
stay in April. We must live in zone 8.
Spring bulbs are showing their pretty
faces and buds are bursting on the
azaleas and rhodies.
Once again, we must survey our
yards for freeze damage. Don’t be in
a big hurry to pull out plants that look
dead. Give them a chance to show
life when things warm up a bit. Do go
in and prune any broken or cracked
branches. If you can’t tell how much
of the branch has frozen, scrape off a
pea-sized patch of bark with a sharp
knife. Just below the bark, the thin
layer, (cambium) will be green if the
wood is still healthy, brown if it it’s
dead. Cut off all dead wood. If the
plant is late in leafing out, wait at least
until the first day of summer before you
give up on it.
Weeds are thieves and their deep
roots are robbing moisture and nutrients required for healthy growth by
vegetables and perennials. A few
weeds here and there don’t make a
huge difference, but even small patches can take up substantial amounts of
water and nutrients, forcing you to irrigate and feed more often. Start weeding out offenders such as dandelions
and chickweed now so your vegetables
and perennials don’t face competition
and get off to a good start
Use a little discretion when working the soil in your beds the first time.
If the soil is too wet, it will form large
clumps that are very difficult to break
up, making your work twice as hard further down the line. While working the
soil for your garden, now is a good time
to add compost or other decayed material. A commercial fertilizer with a ratio
of 5-10-10 at the rate of 4# per 100 sq.
feet is the recommended amount in the
absence of a soil test.
House plants wake up hungry in
the spring. They have used all of
the nutrients available to them in the
container which is currently their home,
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

and require supplemental feeding for
strong growth and flowering during
the growing season. Begin fertilizing with a good soluble houseplant
food. Vary the dose according to the
conditions in which the plant is growing. Plants growing in brighter light
generally grow more rapidly and need
more fertilizer than those growing in
a shady location. Most plants should
be fed about every two weeks, but the
slower growing plants need feeding
maybe once a month.
Japanese maples often become
empty shells, lifeless blobs lacking
personality and interesting shape.
Let your trees’ personality show by
symmetrically thinning out about onethird of the small twigs throughout the
tree. To prevent sunburn, be sure
not to over do it on the sides of the
trees that face intense sun. When
you are through, you will be able to
see through the tree to observe the
incredible attractive character of the
branching pattern.
The spring bulbs we have been
enjoying will soon be finished with
flowering. Cut off the dead flowers, but don’t cut the dying leaves of
the bulb, they are needed to collect
energy for storage in the bulb for next
year. Plant your annuals between
the bulbs and they can hide the dead
leaves.
When shopping for plants, look for
compact plants with perky leaves and
good color. If the plant seems too
small for its container, they likely are
not ready to plant in the garden. Wait
until the leaves of the plant extend
over the edge of their container. It is
then time to plant them in the garden.
Dahlia tubers should be planted, and
it is a good time for division of crowded tubers. Also, gladiolus should be
planted. By the end of April, after the
danger of frost is past, many annuals
and vegetables can be seeded in the
garden. Gardeners usually plant annuals in the first week of May.
Lawn care is upon us again, mow-

ing, killing moss and weeds. Your
lawn should be cut to 2 inches when it
reaches 3 inches tall. Cut to no lower
than 2 inches to provide shade on the
soil surface. That makes it difficult for
dandelion and other weed seeds to
germinate. Leave the clippings on the
lawn. As long as you mow whenever
the grass blades are 1/3 taller than
the mowing height. Clippings do not
add to thatch, but will provide about a
quarter of the nutrients required for a
healthy lawn. In addition, the clippings
become mulch to cool the roots and
reduce evaporation. One small thing,
if you leave the clippings, don’t forget
to take off your shoes before going
indoors after walking on the lawn.
Cute little puppies may get away with
tracking bits of green into the house,
but you won’t.
By thinning fruit in spring, the
results will be shown in bigger, higher
quality fruit in the fall. It helps prevent
limbs from breaking and reduces the
every-other-year production cycle that
often occurs with many kinds of fruit
trees. It is best not to wait until after
the June drop. In order to be effective, the fruit must be thinned before
it reaches the size of a nickel. For
spectacular apples and pears, thin to
one per cluster. Peaches, nectarines
and Japanese plums should be thinned
to one every 5 inches. It is generally
not worth the effort to thin Italian plums
or cherries.
Have some fun. Try growing potatoes in a garbage can. Start with 15or 30 gallon, clean plastic garbage can.
Drill several ½ diameter holes in he
bottom of the container. Fill with about
6 inches of good potting soil, mix in a
handful of a slow release fertilizer, and
bury seed potatoes 5 inches apart, just
below the soil surface. Water well and
soon the spuds will begin to grow. Every time the vines grow 4 inches, cover
all but the top inch with compost soil
or straw. Before you know it, the vines
will spill over the top. The hardest part
Continued on page 7


Plant of the Month:
					 Blue Wild Indigo

By Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley

concern” in others. It carries the
endorsement of the Federal Highway
Administration as suitable for roadside
planting in more than a few states.
Several other noteworthy organizations
and agencies recommend B. australis
for use in native landscapes.

image used with permission
copyright (c) saya
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http://davesgarden.com/members/saya

Family: Leguminosae (Pea family)
Genus: Baptisia
Species: australis
The other day I was asked how I
decide which plant to write about in this
column. Sometimes I answer a reader’s request, or I see a new plant in the
local garden centers and figure you’d
like to know more about it. Or I read
useful information about a good plant-or a bad one--and try to pass it on.
Other times the reason might simply be
that there’s an interesting story behind
the plant or its name.
So nominations for Plant of the
Month are always open to all, but
some plants seem to want the “award”
more than others. Six weeks or more
before the month in question, they start
jumping up and down and waving their
stems--figuratively speaking, of course-as if to say, “Pick me! Pick me!”
That’s been the case with Baptisia
australis. It’s managed to put itself, its
name, and interesting bits of its story
in front of me--and others--countless
times recently. That’s not really surprising, because it’s an easy-care, tall,
attractive perennial. Plus, it’s hardy,
tough, and useful for erosion control.
It’s a native plant--natives are all the
rage now--and classified as endangered in some states and of “special


B. australis was collected by native
people and used for medicine and dye
long before the US was born. It was
given its European name during colonial times. Baptisia australis presented
an affordable alternative but was still
considered a poor substitute for Indigofera tinctoria, the plant introduced
from south Asia and cultivated by
many landowners as a source of highly
marketable blue dye. In those days,
B. australis was widely known by the
common name “bastard indigo.”
Baptisia derives from the Greek
word for “dipping,” probably because of
the way the individual flowers dip along
the length of their upright, common
stem. The only relationship between
Australia and B. australis is etymological. They share as their roots the Latin
word for “south.”
B. australis is definitely one of
our native plants; but it’s important
to remember that this plant is native
to the southeastern US, not to the
Pacific Northwest. We all know that
“natives” are not equally worthy nor
automatically suitable for all areas of
this continent. But B. australis seems
to be one that is likely to thrive here
because it likes our growing conditions
quite well. Exactly how well it’s suited
to our area is something I try to find out
about where every Plant of the Month
is concerned. Over the years many
exotic plants suited to our region have
turned out to be at least nuisances and
at worst noxious. [I’m particularly sensitive about this right now because I’m in
the midst of digging out the tenacious

results of planting one Alchemilla mollis--Lady’s Mantle--twelve years ago.]
But there are many more egregious
examples of “pretty plants” liking us too
much. Purple loosestrife. English ivy.
Even buddleia and some euphorbias.
Baptisia has many attributes that
put up red flags with “invasive” written
all over them. It’s a member of the pea
family, a decidedly promiscuous bunch.
It’s tough and it survives most harsh
conditions, from cold to drought. So--I
ask myself as I write the column--could
it pose a danger to our native vegetation?
The first place I go for answers
is the PLANTS database located at
http://plants.usda.gov/. There I find
lots of information about a given plant,
including whether it’s considered to be
any degree of noxious by any entity
in the country. At the same site I’ll find
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (USDA) Plant Guide for B.
australis and I’ll learn more about the
plant than there’s room for in just one
column. Finally, I’ll call Laurel Baldwin
to find out what she’s heard through
her grapevine.
Only then will I venture to commercial sites, where I’ll read of the
Continued on page 7
The author of our Plant of the Month
feature since 1997, Cheryll is a writer and
an editor and a dedicated Master Gardener in Whatcom County. Next to the
people in her life, words and plants—their
history, their habits, and their needs—are
her favorite things. When she’s not at
her keyboard, you might find her helping
others learn about gardening or tending
her own small plot—chasing horsetail,
counting ladybugs, and looking for a spot
where she can wedge in just one more
Cryptomeria. You can reach her, if you’d
like, by e-mail: cheryll@cgkwordsmith.
com.
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Garden Friends & Foes:
					 What’s on my Pieris?
By Kristine K. Schlamp

alternative plant is less showy and
not as desirable as Japanese pieris.
Himalaya pieris (Pieris formosa) has a
nice shape with large leaves but needs
an even, cool climate, as found here in
Washington. This critter may also attack rhododendrons and azaleas, and
is sometimes also found on Leucothoe.
Stippling damage as seen from top of leaf

What’s on my Pieris? The Andromeda Lacebug
(Stephanitis takeyai)!
The common name ‘lacebug’ is
often confused with the common name
‘lacewing’, and those that promote
natural insect predators in their yards
know what a huge misnomer this is.
The lacewing is a beneficial predator
of many garden pests, one being the
lacebug! The Andromeda lacebug is a
relatively new pest; in British Columbia,
it is still on the ‘introduced list’. Under
a dissecting microscope, or even a 10
powered hand-lens, this insect looks
fantastic. True to their name the wings
take on a ‘lacey’ appearance.

Host Plants:
Pieris, formerly Andromeda, is a
group of three species, the most common being the Japanese pieris (Pieris
japonica) in our Pacific Northwest
area, and it is extremely susceptible to
this pest. Injury to P. japonica can be
severe especially when the host grows
in full sun. Mountain pieris (Pieris
floribunda) is native to North America
and is highly resistant to lacebug attack and should be utilized in place
of P. japonica wherever possible but
from a horticultural point of view, this

Biology and Symptoms:
These insects belong in the order
Hemiptera, which have piercing-sucking mouthparts. Lacebugs over-winter
as eggs embedded within leaf tissue. The ovipositional sites are often
covered with shiny, dark, varnish-like
drops of excrement. Hatching generally occurs around the middle-to-end of
March. Feeding commences immediately, after which they leave behind
unsightly brown fecal drops. Lacebugs
undergo incomplete metamorphosis,
so the immature stages (nymphs) look
similar to the adults with some morphological differences, the main being the
lack of wings. Both nymphs and adults
feed on the undersurface of leaves and
leaf upper surfaces develop a severe
yellow stippling or mottled appearance.
On a healthy plant this damage
seems to be mainly cosmetic, and
plant health is largely unaffected. But
for plants not in their proper place, a
high lacebug infestation can reduce the
attractiveness of the foliage by causing chlorosis. At its severest, this pest
can cause premature defoliation and
weaken the plant.

Management Strategies:

Japanese pieris growing in full sun
will be severely attacked;
avoid such plantings and use
Mountain pieris whenever
possible. Wash off pests with
water spray. Lacebugs are
susceptible to most insecticides, but it is prudent to use
integrated pest management
strategies; early detection
Lower leaf surface; nymphs & adult with fecal drops
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

by weekly monitoring in early spring
can negate the use of insecticides. In
early spring, start to inspect trees for
lacebug and other pests and monitor
weekly throughout the summer until
late summer. Make sure to look for the
presence of beneficial predators, such
as ladybird beetles, lacewings and several species of mirid plant bugs. Mirid
plant bugs are about the same size as
adult lacebugs, but are narrower and
coloured differently. There is also a
tiny parasitic wasp known to parasitize
eggs of andromeda lacebugs. When
this wasp completes its development, it
exits through a round hole it chews at
one end of the lacebug egg. Examine
plants with your hand-lens for evidence
of parasitoid exit holes in lacebug eggs
to confirm the presence of these minute stingless wasps in the landscape.

Nymph on left, adult on right

As the IPM Coordinator for Whatcom
County, Kristine K. Schlamp is well suited
for this position. She holds a Master’s of
Pest Management degree from Simon
Fraser University, British Columbia, and
has worked extensively in the field on
various pest problems through which
she has been exposed to a variety of systems, including urban, agricultural, horticultural and even forestry projects. With
this exposure and her experiences, she
is quite ready and willing to apply herself
to the horticultural concerns of Whatcom
County residents in both, agricultural and
urban settings.


Whatcom Weeds:
					 Common Fennel – Foeniculum vulgare
By Laurel Baldwin

from pieces of the root crown, which
can be spread during cultivation and
by water. Once it is well established,
fennel tends to dominate a site, excluding other vegetation. It is not generally
eaten by livestock.

Photo: Thurston County Noxious Weed
Board

THREAT: Common fennel, also
known as sweet fennel, is a native
of southern Europe and the Mediterranean area. It has been introduced
to North America for use as a culinary
crop, medicinal plant and ornamental
plant. It has escaped cultivation and
become a weed in disturbed waste
areas, roadsides and embankments.
Fennel reproduces by seed, which
can be spread by water, machinery,
animals and agricultural products.
Seed can lie dormant in the soil for
several years. It can also reproduce

DESCRIPTION: Common fennel is
a perennial herb in the umbel (carrot)
family. The mature plant reaches a
height of four to ten feet. Fennel has
finely divided leaves, which appear
almost feather-like. The stem and
leaves have a strong anise or licoricelike odor. The small flowers are yellow,
and grow in umbrella-like clusters, at
the ends of stems. Each cluster is
about four inches across and the plant
flowers in the summer. Fennel has
a long, thick taproot, which produces
10 to 20 stems in the spring. The
stems die back in the winter, and new
stems emerge from the root crown in
the spring. There are many cultivated
varieties, some of which have swollen
bulb-like structures at the base of the
stems. Another variety, bronze fennel,
is a popular garden plant.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS: Common fennel can be controlled through
mechanical and chemical means.
Small infestations can be hand dug,
taking care to remove as much root as
possible. Deep cultivation may work in
some situations. Herbicides can also
be effective in controlling fennel. Contact the weed control board for sitespecific control recommendations.

Laurel Baldwin can be reached through
the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Road, Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

Rumors about Termite Infested Mulch

There is a rumor circulating regarding termite infested mulch being imported into Washington State. This rumor
is false. See the March 3, 2006 Press Release Below.
The state of Louisiana anticipated this problem and has already taken steps to prevent it. Louisiana does not
want Formosan termites to spread from the infested parishes around New Orleans, where they are already a terrible problem, to the rest of Louisiana, let alone across the country. For this reason, the Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) has enacted two internal quarantines (one for Katrina and another when Rita hit)
that prohibit movement of cellulose debris out of infested parishes. Louisiana has an enforcement mechanism
for this that we have found to be effective. The two Louisiana quarantines exempt nursery stock because nursery
stock is regulated through another mechanism that ensures its inspection before out-of-state shipment.
In light of this level of regulation in Louisiana, WSDA thinks the risk of Formosan termite entry into this state
from hurricane debris is minimal. However, WSDA will continue to watch the situation (as will many other states).
If you find any information that indicates these awful insects are entering Washington, please notify Mary A.
Martin Toohey, Assistant Director for Plant Protection, Washington Department of Agriculture, 360.902.1907, fax
360.902.2094, email: mtoohey@agr.wa.gov know as soon as possible, so that they can investigate and, if necessary, take action.
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Victory Gardens Against Hunger

The Victory Gardens Against Hunger is an annual campaign that was inspired by a four-year-old girl named
Maren in 2004. After harvesting their garden’s beans with her father they realized they had more than they
could use. At the suggestion of her mother, Maren and her dad brought the beans to the Bellingham Food
Bank. Seeing all of the hungry families lined up for food had an impact on the family. When planning next
year’s garden, Maren suggested growing more vegetables for “those people that need food”.
The simple idea of bringing in extra garden produce to the food bank is growing. In 2005 the Bellingham
Food Bank received 20,000 pounds of donated home garden produce and it hopes to take in even more donations in 2006. The food bank distributes nearly 135,000 pounds of food to hungry families and individuals each
month. 35% of the food bank’s clients are children who benefit greatly from fresh vegetables. The Bellingham
Food Bank will accept any and all produce, even the zucchini. Donations can be dropped off at 1824 Ellis St.,
Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30.
Help spread Maren’s idea and make your garden a Victory Garden. Tell your friends who garden that you
know a place that wants any of their unwanted garden vegetables. The more gardeners who know about this
program will result in less waste and more food for Bellingham’s hungry families. May your garden be prolific
and may you share its bounty.
Contact:
Mike Cohen
360.676.0392
bfbanked@openaccess.org

Plant of the Month

Tis the Season

virtues of Baptisia--Taller! More vigorous! Deeper blue flowers! Flowers of yellow,
lavender, and chocolate! Funny, there won’t be mention of any vices. Actually, in
the case of B. australis it appears there are none. Apparently it has no inclination
to take over and push other plants out. Still, in its native habitat its germination
rate is low because there’s a certain parasitic weevil that eats out the insides of B.
australis seeds. That little weevil doesn’t live here.

of the process is waiting for the vines
for die back before harvesting.

Continued from page 5

What will happen when Baptisia escapes the weevil’s control? Sounds like the
teaser for a B movie, doesn’t it? But to me, true stories about the many interesting
things in our interconnected world are more gripping than the best bad-movie plot
imaginable.
When I called Laurel Baldwin I learned she’s not heard a disparaging word
about Baptisia australis. I also learned about a new booklet she recommends:
GARDEN WISE Noninvasive Plants for Your Garden. Members of the new
Master Gardener class get copies, but veterans can have them too. They’re
great to take with you to that next garden talk. For copies, just call Laurel at
360.354.3990.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Continued from page 3

Who am I?

I am the largest genus of
the mint family, including some 900
species from throughout the world. In
recent years, scores of new species
and selections have appeared in the
Western nurseries; many in tender perennials. My colors range from white
and yellow through salmon and pink
to scarlet and pure red, from pale lavender to true blue and darkest purple.
Some of my blooms are fragrant and
most of my foliage is also. I attract
humming birds bees and butterflies.
Last month was Chaenomeles,
commonly know as flowering quince.



Volunteer Opportunities

Office Clinic: We have several openings on the office clinic
calendar and would welcome your support.
Hovander: The first day at the Hovander Demonstration
Garden will be April 5. Anyone willing to work, please show up
at 9 a.m. David Simonson is the project coordinator again this
year. If you have questions give him a call, 360.398.0462
Farmers Market: The Farmer’s Market booth begins on
April 8. Christine Morris, our coordinator, could use your help
in making this project happen. Contact her if you would like to
volunteer.
Speaker for Youth Project: Pat Nelson is looking for a
volunteer to provide some beginning gardening information to
a group of teens working in a community garden. For more
information about this project call Pat.
Mock Clinic: We need veterans on Thursday, April 13 to
bring plant and insect samples for diagnosis by the new class. If
you would like to participate contact Al McHenry.
Job Fair: April 20 is the date for the annual job fair. Volunteers spend the morning pledging hours to projects they are
interested in. Veterans are encouraged to attend and pledge
hours to their favorite projects. If you can’t come and want to
pledge some hours contact Pat Neslon or you can contact the
project manager. For a list of project managers contact the office, 360.676.6736.

1000 N. Forest Street,
Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s DIgest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are
encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles by the third
Wednesday of each month to Karri Neuhauser (karrimac@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to
edit for space considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.
Photographs have been provided by Dan Coyne unless
otherwise noted.
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