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Whatcom County Master Gardeners

Weeder’s Digest
Message From the
Program Coordinator

Welcome to Summer! The weather has turned Hot, and
now I have had to start watering my yard. My rhododendrons
were starting to show stress from my dry soil. So check your
plants now, before they become too dry.
The Northwest Washington Fair will be upon us in August
(14 thru 19) so Judy Boxx will be accepting volunteers soon.
Let her know what date and time you want reserved for your
time at the Fair. We will be under the grandstands again, so
you will have no trouble finding us. This is always a fun event
to attend.
Talking about August – our Foundation meeting will be at
Hovander, and will be a Potluck. Plan on bringing your favorite
dish to share, and look for more details next month.
Don’t forget to volunteer your time at Hovander this month.
I know that July is a busy month with vacations, and all the
outdoor activities available for families, but July is a critical
month for the garden, so whatever time you can spare will be
appreciated.
Keep sending in your time slips – we need them, thanks.
~Al McHenry

Master Gardeners provide public education
in gardening and home horticulture based on
research-based information from Washington
State University Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

Calendar
July 4
Independence Day
Extension Office Closed
July 6
Foundation Board
Meeting
Extension Office
10 a.m. to Noon
July 13
Monthly Foundation Mtg.
Garden Tour
(See article for details)
6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
September 22
Master Gardener
Advanced Training
Hampton Inn - Fox Hall
Save the Date!

Ongoing
Master Gardener
Breakfasts
Babe’s in Ferndale
Wednesdays 7:45 -9 a.m.
Hovander Work Days
Wednesdays &
Saturdays
9 a.m. to Noon
Farmers Market Booth
2nd & 4th Saturday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesdays
Bellingham Public Library
Clinic
Evenings

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

Foundation Notes
Our gardens mean different
things to each of us. For some a
garden is a sanctuary, an escape
from day-to-day stresses. For some
the garden provides fresh produce.
For some the garden is a family
playground. The list goes on and on.
A number of us learned what their
gardens mean to two Master Gardeners last month. Barbara DeFreytas
and Kathy Hopkins hosted the June
garden tour. Barbara led us through
a selection of theme gardens, some
centered about color, others featuring
fragrances and so on. Kathy showed
us her espalier-trained Bosc pear
orchard and her full flock of sheep
and lambs as well as her home centered landscape. Thank you Barbara
and Kathy for inspiring us with your
thoughtfully designed and immaculately tended gardens.
As we celebrated our most
successful plant sale, one Master
Gardener asked what we do with
all that money. It’s a question that
deserves an answer. The 2006
budget which is largely funded by
the plant sale outlines expenditures
for the current year. So, let’s take a
look at the process that creates the
budget. The first phase of budget
writing is a review of the established
strategic initiatives. The idea is to
keep spending in line with our mission. Once the budget goals are
established, all committee chairs and
others with specific responsibilities
are asked to submit a request for
needed funds for the coming year.
Then the budget committee acts on
the requests. The proposed budget
is brought to the full foundation at the
November meeting.
Every budget includes a set aside
for scholarships.
The budget customarily provides
for some of the expenses incurred in
training the 2006 class. For example, this year there were additional
expenses required by moving the
class out of the Extension Office


meeting room. Rather than renting a room, Central Lutheran Church opened its
doors to our trainees. In lieu of rent, the Master Gardeners have planned landscaping for the church and budgeted funds will help purchase the necessary
trees and shrubs. Each year the foundation provides speaker fees as necessary for the classes as well as recognition tokens for WSU visiting lecturers.
Occasionally we fund class projects. This year’s budget includes funding for the
Junior Master Gardener project.
The budget also supports the Master Gardener mandate to educate the
public. We do this by supporting the gardens at Hovander through seed and
plant purchases as well as necessary signage. Funds are budgeted for workshops as well as the office and outreach clinics, including our booth at the NW
Washington Fair. The foundation has been ready to purchase equipment when
needed. A partial list of these purchases includes a laptop computer, software
and a microscope-mounted camera to use with the computers for long distance
diagnosis and identification.
The budget also includes items to help keep veterans educated. The speakers for the monthly foundation meetings are paid for with these funds. The
office library has an annual budget. (Let Kolla know what you would like to see
on our shelves.) Deposits and speaker fees for Advance Training and trips are
provided, but costs have been recovered through user fees.
And, finally, we budget funds to provide the necessities for a successful plant
sale, everything from items like signage and publicity to utility fees for the greenhouse and potting compost.
If you want to see us spending some of our money in different ways, just let
Gerry, any member of the board, or me know. You input is important and we will
be writing the 2007 budget in just a few months.
— Gretchen White,
MGF President

July Master Gardener Foundation Garden Tour Thursday, July 13th

Lynden’s Berries and Dairies – Berry Acres & Manure to Energy! This
special summer tour has us meeting at 6:30 p.m. at Frank DeVries’ raspberry
farm during the very busy picking time. See the huge raspberry pickers in action, the packing plant and learn about the #1 raspberry producing county in
the USA. Then we are off to Steve Vander Haak’s dairy farm to observe the
Anaerobic Digester in action. It produces 300 kW of electricity /hour, 24/7, that
is sold to Puget Sound Energy.
Directions: Frank DeVries, Berry Acres, 752 Loomis Trail Road. Take Meridian north to Lynden and turn left off of Meridian onto Main Street (John Deere
dealership on the corner). Turn right onto Berthusen and a left onto Loomis Trail
Road. Go about 1 mi. and take a right onto Trails End Road (Old Loomis Trail)
(at end of guard rail over Berthusen Creek) which is their driveway. Veer to the
left where the driveway Ys onto a gravel road. There is lots of parking. We will
be meeting Jeff TenPas.
Directions to Steve Vander Haak’s Dairy Farm, 9900 Guide Meridian Road.
We will meet here about 7:30. Steve’s farm is the last farm on the east side of
Meridian Road before you get to the border.
We may make it to Smit’s Dairy to see their composting if they are not too
busy. It will be a last minute decision.
Weeder’s Digest

Tis the Season

Your Monthly Gardening Guide by Faye Agner
July, the month of the fourth of, summer is here and it is picnic time with fried
chicken and strawberry shortcake.
Our gardens are now producing and
we can enjoy the fruits of our labors as
well as cut down on the produce cost
at the local super market. What comes
out of our gardens is fresher and better.
Along with a feast for the tummy, there is
also a feast for the eyes on the beauty of
the wide range of colors and the diversity
of blooms in our gardens and those of
our neighbors. Now is the time to look
around and see if there is something new
you would like to see in your yard next
summer.
To insure a good crop of large and
juicy fruit the best thing you can do is to
make sure they have adequate water.
Mulch around the trees and use a soaker
hose to give them a deep watering every
week in hot weather.
It is important to keep your annuals
and perennials deadheaded or they will
stop blooming. Many of the summer
blooms, marigolds, petunias, and geraniums are among those that will benefit
from this treatment.
As far as maintenance goes, keep
after slugs and snails. Go hunting in the
shaded parts of the garden for the little
creatures. Handpick them in the evening
or after a rain. You can also make good
use of slug bait.
Make sure there is NO standing water in your yard. Mosquitoes can breed in
as little as one tablespoon. There are already cases of West Nile Disease showing up. If you find dead birds around your
yard, dispose of them by picking them up
with a shovel. Please do not pick them
up with unprotected hands.
It is time to divide bearded irises.
Stop watering them early this month. At
month’s end, trim back the leaves into
fans, then dig and divide the rhizomes.
Let them heal in the shade for a few
days, then replant. Remember the plant
sale next year, and set aside a few nice
rhizomes to help the cause.
Now is the time to pinch back those
leggy petunias and trailing plants that
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

spill from hanging baskets. Just
remove the new growth down to a
growth joint or node to encourage more
branching and bushier growth. Petunias make long-lasting cut flowers and
some are fragrant as well, so snipping
off blossoms need not feel wasteful.
Chrysanthemums also need attention this time of year. Give them a
dose of high-phosphorus liquid fertilizer
(often called a bloom formula) every
three weeks until buds start to show
color. When the first blooms open, feed
weekly.
Fuchsias also need attention.
Remove faded flowers to keep new
ones coming. Expect bloom to slack off
during the hot weather before bouncing
back in the fall. Sustain fuchsias in containers with liquid plant fertilizer every
two weeks.
Spring flowering bulbs will have
finished their growth and may be dug,
cleaned and stored. Tulips should be
lifted every year. Daffodils multiply by
offsets, or baby bulbs attached to the
parent plant. As they multiply they often
get too crowded and don’t bloom as
prolifically or as large as they did when
they were first planted. After several
years, they may need thinning. After
the daffodils bloom in the spring, let
the foliage yellow and die back. Then
turn up a clump of bulbs with a spading
fork. Shake the dirt off the clump and
pull all the larger, (1 to 2 inch) bulbs
apart. These large bulbs may still have
bulblets surrounding them, depending
on how long it’s been since you last
divided. Gently pull any bulblets from
the large bulbs, trying not to damage
the roots. Replant them at three times
their height in well-drained soil. If your
soil has more clay, don’t plant them
as deeply; if it is on the sandy side go
a little deeper. The bulblets may take
three or four years to bloom.
Gather herbs for drying. Pick them
in the morning to preserve the fragrance. The leaves should be completely dry.
Cutting roses or removing the

dead flowers will encourage subsequent bloom. Most hybrid tea roses will
continue to bloom and will provide good
fall display if you prune carefully now. A
monthly fertilizer application is needed to
keep the roses blooming.
The yield of beans and cucumbers
will be improved if the plants are watered well with a weak liquid fertilizer. Be
sure to make regular harvests from your
vegetables while they are in their prime
condition. Remove the suckers from
tomatoes, and watch for needed staking
to keep the fruit off the ground. Overhead watering should be avoided. Moist
weather and overhead irrigation are to
blame for Late Blight on tomatoes.
Some summer pruning of fruit trees
should be done in order to prevent diseases for the next season. Remove all
trimmings away from the trees.
Fertilizing landscape plants after mid
July, with a high yield nitrogen fertilizer
should be avoided for our area, because
of stimulation of vigorous growth later in
the fall, which will not be hardy for early
frost. You can fertilize again after the
plants are dormant. Flowering shrubs
and trees, like forsythia, deutzia, hydrangea, potentilla, flowering cherry, crab
apple, Hawthorne and others benefit from
a fertilizer containing only phosphorus
and potassium (0-10-10) for more flower
setting. It makes the plants also hardier
for winter season pansies, violas, wallflowers and forget-me-nots. Sow either in
a cold frame or in a sheltered, shady spot
in the garden. Among the vegetables
that can be planted at this time or a late
fall or winter harvest are beets, cabbage,
kohlrabi, lettuce, peas, radishes, scallions, spinach, Swiss chard and turnips.
Look for more information next month on
the planting of your winter garden.
Remember, as you go about dividing,
moving, sorting your plants and bulbs, to
set some aside for the plant sale.



Plant

of the

Month:
	Redvein Enkianthus
By Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley

Family: Ericaceae (Heath family)
Enkianthus  campanulatus
One of many reasons to incorporate deciduous shrubs into our Pacific
Northwest home landscapes is their
ability to change their look--and hence
the look of the garden they’re in--during
each of the four seasons. As a group,
these shrubs tend to spend most of the
summer garbed in plain green. Between their own spring flower show and
the colorful leaf display in the fall, they
generally show great consideration
for their plant companions and step to
the back of the border--in a manner of
speaking--during summer. For three
months or so, deciduous shrubs don’t
so much shine on their own as provide
a neutral and unobtrusive backdrop
for dramatically colored annuals and
herbaceous perennials.
Enkianthus campanulatus, commonly known as redvein enkianthus,
follows this pattern exactly. By the end
of June its hanging clusters of bellshaped flowers have faded. What’s left
behind is foliage reminiscent of rhododendrons--the two do belong to the
same family, after all, although rhodies
get to keep their leaves all year. The
alternate leaves of E. campanulatus,
clustered at the end of each stem, will
turn brilliant yellow, red, and orange
before they fall to the ground in late
fall, but for now they’re green and the
plant itself is relatively unadorned. A
little later in the season brown fruits will
appear on spidery stems where once
there were flowers. The seeds themselves are hard to spot, but if you do


break open the fruit
and find one, you’ll
recognize it by its tiny
wings.
It’s the shape of
the flowers that gave
this genus its name.
Enkianthus combines
two Greek words
Leaves & Flower Buds
meaning swollen--the
connotation is the
kind of belly characteristic of pregnancy--and flower, respectively. The
common name--redvein--describes the
creamy white flowers that are marked
with red lines. The fact that they look
like little bells names the species,
as campanulatus is Latin for “bellshaped.” There are only a dozen other
species of Enkianthus, and they are all
native to the hillsides of north Asia.
The flowers of E. campanulatus will
remind you of the ones you’ve seen
on the evergreen Pieris. The two are
closely related, both belonging to the
Ericaceae family and both native to the
same regions. Enkianthus includes no
North American natives, but both Pieris
and Rhododendron do. The heath family is a well-traveled lot. The members
put down roots around the world,
wherever they find the cool temperatures and rocky, acid soils they need to
thrive.
Your enkianthus will insist on acid
soil and a regular supply of moisture
plus good drainage. Where rhodies
and camellias thrive, enkianthus will
too. In our climate, full sun in the morning and a bit of shade in the afternoon
during summer is just about perfect.
You’ll have no pruning chores, because
enkianthus has a very nice form on
its own: an upright stem with orderly,
offshooting branches forming a series
of layered planes that are very pleasing, structurally, in the winter garden.
The branches can reach out three to
four feet from the center of the plant,

so give it room--even though you’ll find
it grows very slowly--and count on a
height of as much as ten feet. Too big
for your yard? Seek out smaller cultivars. There are several very attractive
ones available. E. campanulatus ‘Red
Bells’ has flowers that live up to their
name and brilliant fall color, and grows
to its mature size of three-by-six feet in
perhaps fifteen years.
In addition to its year-round beauty,
E. campanulatus is favored by sensible
gardeners who choose plants least
likely to succumb to the first nasty
creature or malady that appears on
the scene. Here’s what Carl Salsedo,
Extension Educator with the University
of Connecticut Cooperative Extension
System has to say about that:
“There really are not any plants that
are truly not susceptible to insect and
diseases. There are a number of plants
that appear less prone to insect and
disease damage. For example, shrubs
such as smokebush, Bayberry, Highbush blueberry, Chokeberry, enkianthus, fothergilla, oak leaf hydrangea,
blue holly, winterberry, spice bush and
American cranberry bush are somewhat disease and insect proof. Trees
such as Hinoki Cypress, white fringe
tree, ginkgo (Gingko biloba), blue atlas
cedar, amur maple, concolor fir, cedar
of Lebanon, and katsura trees are also
Continued on page 7
The author of our Plant of the Month
feature since 1997, Cheryll is a writer and
an editor and a dedicated Master Gardener in Whatcom County. Next to the
people in her life, words and plants—their
history, their habits, and their needs—are
her favorite things. When she’s not at
her keyboard, you might find her helping
others learn about gardening or tending
her own small plot—chasing horsetail,
counting ladybugs, and looking for a spot
where she can wedge in just one more
Cryptomeria. You can reach her, if you’d
like, by e-mail: cheryll@cgkwordsmith.
com.
Weeder’s Digest

Garden Friends & Foes:
The Cherry Ermine Moth (CEM),
 Yponomeuta padellus
By Kristine K. Schlamp

CEM Pupa

INTRODUCTION:
Earlier this month, (specifically June
7, 2006) a tree in Olympia was found
defoliated so severely that the genus
of the tree was in question (see photo).
Is it a Prunus or is it a Mallus? This of
course is the first critical step of successful monitoring in an IPM program;
to first identify the host that the damage is found, and then look at the type
of damage caused.
After further investigation, the tree
was determined to be a Prunus by
nursery inspection staff with WSDA.
After collecting larval samples, and
bringing them to pupation, Eric LaGasa, entomologist for WSDA confirmed
that the culprit is the cherry ermine
moth, Yponomeuta padellus, not the
more prevalent apple ermine moth
(AEM).

This type of defoliation has been unrecorded (until now) by this lepidopterous
pest in North America! Another first for
the State of Washington (at least its not
Whatcom County). In the late 1990’s the
apple ermine moth caused considerable
defoliation in crabapple. The two species
cherry (Yponomeuta padellus) and apple
(Yponomeuta malinella) ermine moth are
very similar in biology, morphology and
damage.

HISTORY:
Northern Ireland in 1992 had approximately 150,000 km (~95,000
miles) of hawthorn hedge, and the
CEM was a serious environmental
threat. Not only due to its intensive
populations causing potentially severe
defoliation but also the environmental
repercussions of widespread use of
an insecticide on this extensive growth
of hedgerows. This prompted studies
of several different parasitoids of the
CEM in Europe. A little closer to home,
the CEM was first discovered in North
America in British Columbia in 1993.
In Washington, there have only been
incidences of CEM on hawthorn and
they have been in low numbers not
causing economic loss.

IDENTIFICATION:
The moths of the genus Yponomeuta have front wings that are white with
black dots. Adults have a wing span
of approximately 10 mm or .39 in. Full
grown larvae are approximately 20
mm (.78 in) in length and are cream
coloured with black heads and spotted
lines.
Continued on page 7

Ladybird Beetle eating a larvae

As the IPM Coordinator for Whatcom
County, Kristine K. Schlamp is well suited
for this position. She holds a Master’s of
Pest Management degree from Simon
Fraser University, British Columbia, and
has worked extensively in the field on
various pest problems through which
she has been exposed to a variety of systems, including urban, agricultural, horticultural and even forestry projects. With
this exposure and her experiences, she
is quite ready and willing to apply herself
to the horticultural concerns of Whatcom
County residents in both, agricultural and
urban settings.

* All photographs courtesy of Eric
LaGasa, WSDA State Entomologist
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener



Whatcom Weeds:
					Dalmation Toadflax – Linaria dalmatica
By Laurel Baldwin

DESCRIPTION: Dalmatian toadflax
is an attractive short-lived perennial. It
has erect stems up to 3 feet tall with
increased branching near the top of the
plant. The light-green leaves are eggshaped, waxy and pointed, and clasp
the stem. The flowers are two-lipped
and bright yellow, resembling snapdragon flowers. Dalmatian toadflax
has a creeping root system.

THREAT: Dalmatian toadflax is
an aggressive weed, introduced from
southeastern Europe as a garden ornamental. This perennial plant reproduces both by seed and by creeping
rootstock, and has an extensive, deep
root system. A single Dalmatian toadflax plant can produce up to 500,000
seeds in a year. These seeds are
spread by wind, animals and vehicles,
and can lie dormant in the ground for
at least 10 years. These reproductive
strategies allow it to quickly invade
fields, rangeland and roadsides. Since
livestock find toadflax unpalatable, it
can gain an additional advantage over
grass in a grazed situation.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS: Because of the aggressive, creeping root
system, handpulling the plants is difficult and not very effective. Repeated
clean cultivation for two years has been

found to be effective. It is important to
learn how to identify the plants while
they are young to prevent establishment. It is also important to establish
and maintain desirable grasses to
compete with invading toadflax plants.
Some chemical controls are effective.
Contact the Weed Control Board for
site-specific control recommendations.

Laurel Baldwin can be reached through
the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Road, Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

Hovander Update
By David Simonson

Going into July, our Hovander projects are all going well. We have been very pleased with volunteer turnouts
and we have been able to keep up with necessary work. We started donations of garden produce to the food bank
and will do so every week until October.
For about the last 5 years we have noticed that we needed to refurbish the grape arbor--but never got around
to it! Well, this spring Rick Klug, a volunteer for the park, completed the job. He did a great job and we all appreciate
his efforts. He pressure washed, primed and painted the structure, reset the brickwork and refinished the bench. It
now looks better than new. If you see Rick--tell him “thanks.” As some will remember the Master Gardener Foundation
built the grape arbor as a memorial for Al Anderson, a longtime Master Gardener who died in 1991.



Weeder’s Digest

Plant of the Month

Continued from page 4

somewhat disease and insect proof.”
A number of great choices for our gardens, don’t you think? If you’d like to read more of what Mr. Salsedo has to say
about sustainable landscaping for water quality, just travel to http://www.canr.uconn.edu/sustainability/sustain/sustainfact.
html.
Lest you think that what’s good for Connecticut might not be good for Washington--and in some cases you’d be right-consider that Enkianthus campanulatus is one of the Great Plant Picks chosen under the auspices of the Elisabeth Carey
Miller Botanical Garden in Seattle. You can read more about this organization and the other featured plants at http://www.
greatplantpicks.org/index.php.

Garden Friends & Foes

Continued from page 5

BIOLOGY:
The life cycle of CEM starts out with the female laying eggs in the fall on twigs and branches and then she covers them
with a sticky secretion that makes them difficult to see. The eggs hatch and the miniscule larvae immediately prepare
to overwinter. These tiny first instar larvae are found under the egg mass that was laid by the female moth the previous
summer. On the Pacific West Coast the larvae are present from late April to around the middle of June. While the larvae
grow they begin to make small webs and feed gregariously on new leaves. As the larvae progressively get larger so does
the size of the web or nest and soon envelopes entire branches. The webbed feeding areas can often be confused with
other species (see Notes section). They then pupate and the adults start appearing the beginning of July and are present
until August. Adults are attracted to lights so if you have a cherry tree close to your back door you might see them flittering around. If you are lucky to see a pupa, the two-tone colouring (see photo), of lighter and darker brown of the CEM is a
distinguishing characteristic of that species. In contrast, the AEM pupae are completely brown in colour. One generation
occurs per year.
HOST:
The most obvious difference between the two ermine moths is that they have different hosts. The cherry ermine moth
feeds on Prunus such as cherry, plum, and peach as well as mountain-ash, hawthorn, and other related trees, while the
apple ermine moth feeds exclusively on apple and crabapple.
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL:
Keep your eyes open for predators such as the ladybird beetle (see photo) and parasitoids (Ageniaspis fuscicollis
was imported in the 1980’s to control AEM). In Europe there are several different parasitoids that parasitize the CEM, not
only Hymenopteran (stingless micro-wasps) but Dipertan (flies) as well.
NOTES:
Nests can be confused with fall webworm and tent caterpillars. The main difference to look for is fall webworm nests are
quite a bit larger and occur later in the summer; tent caterpillars build pads made of silk on the tree trunks and large limbs.
The nest of the ermine moth will have loosely gathered leaves that extend down the branches, the webbing is not as thick
as that of the fall webworm.

Who Am I?
I am a genus of 2 species of single-stemmed palms from rocky arid areas in S. W. US and N. Mexico I have deeply
lobed, fan-shaped leaves are borne in terminal heads that form a dense, shaggy thatch on the trunk as they die back. Because of fire risk, this dead material is often removed in cultivation. Tubular, creamy white or cream pink flowers, each with 3
petal lobes, are borne in slender, arching panicles between the leaves. Where not hardy you need to grow my young ones
as houseplants or in a temperate or warm greenhouse.
Last Month, Thymus.
— Faye Agner
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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13th Annual Advanced Training
Friday, September 22, 2006
Fox Hall Hampton Inn
Dr. Alan Reid
Chris Smith
Cass Turnbull
Des Kennedy

1000 N. Forest Street,
Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s DIgest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom
County Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are
encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles by the third
Wednesday of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@wsu.edu) at
the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax. Photographs
have been provided by Dan Coyne unless otherwise noted.
								
			
Craig MacConnell
			
Horticulture Agent

Washington State University
Whatcom County Master Gardeners
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Bellingham WA 98225
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