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Weeder’s Digest
MESSAGE FROM THE
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Don’t forget to attend the Graduation/potluck
Thursday, November 9. Bring guests (children
included), and your favorite dish to share. The
Foundation will furnish coffee, tea, and juice: they
will also furnish paper plates and utensils. We will
announce the incoming officers of the Foundation, and will have a short program. Please come
and enjoy this fun event.

Master Gardeners provide public education
in gardening and home horticulture based on
research-based information from Washington
State University Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

If you have received a post card included in
this newsletter it means that our records show
you are short of the necessary volunteer hours.
If you have more hours than the card shows, you
need to correct our records. If you really need
more hours we will help you find volunteer opportunities to keep you as an active member. In
either case you will need to contact us because
there are many ongoing activities that will be
worked on during the winter.
There are plenty of educational things to do
that are fun also. Join up and give us your ideas.

CALENDAR

See you at the Graduation,
~Al McHenry

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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TIS THE SEASON

YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY GUEST WRITER, JOHN VANMIERT
November is the time for fall clean-up
to prepare the garden for the winter season. Removing all debris in the garden is
an important preventive way to eliminate the spread of over-wintering plant
diseases and to keep ahead of slugs for
the following spring by getting rid of their
eggs now. You can be sure that you will
find slug eggs under all piles of garden
debris. They particularly like to hide their
eggs under old boards left lying around.
Leaves now stripped from trees are
heaped in piles on the ground. They are
good additions to your compost pile,
but remember the compost pile must be
turned while you add them so the leaves
will be thoroughly mixed in. Otherwise
they will compact into one soggy mass
and compress the airspaces in the compost pile which are needed for oxygen.
Shredding the leaves by running over
them with your lawn mower is not a bad
idea.
You can also compost rotting fruits
and vegetables, leaves and vines from
squash and pumpkins, and tomato
plants—unless the material is diseased.
Beware of apple scab, late blight, and
mildews. If your compost is well maintained and you know a minimum temperature of 145°F is sustained for many
hours to kill pathogens. Still take the
precaution of putting all possibly diseased material in the center of the pile,
where it’s likely to be the hottest. Apples
that may be infested with apple maggots should be kept out of the compost
entirely. Opinions differ regarding the
composting of particularly pernicious
perennial weeds such as horsetail and
morning glory. We suggest that if you do
add these materials to your compost, you
should screen the finished material before applying it to your garden, to remove
bits of roots that may not have been
killed. We have heard stories of morning glories growing right from the tops of
compost piles!
Finish planting all your spring-blooming bulbs this month and then mulch their
beds and the rest of your planting areas
with several inches of woody organic
material—or better yet, put down a layer
of finished compost or aged manure
and top-dress that with wood chips or
medium-grade untreated bark. Most
spring-flowering bulbs are winter hardy,
but it’s a good idea to put a layer of
mulch over them to avoid heaving during
freeze-and-thaw cycles. The best time for
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

mulching the bulbs is after some freezing weather, so the planting soil will stay
evenly cool and forestall any too-early
showing of the bulbs’ new growth.
Dahlias and gladiolus should be
dug up and stored before heavy frost
arrives. If the winter is moderate, they
may winter over in the ground in some
areas, but it’s not advisable to take a
chance with your highly valued tubers.
Tender loving care of all your perennials is important. Cut down the stalks
of perennials that have finished blooming to four or five inches above the
ground. Leave your ornamental grasses
in place as they are—they’ll add winter
interest and should be cut back in the
late winter or very early spring. The last
of the season’s herbaceous perennial
flowers—asters and chrysanthemums—
might bloom through November. Cut
them back all the way to the ground
when they’re done, or when the frost
gets them. If they seem crowded or
their blooms decreased in size or number this year, now is the time to divide
them. Many times overcrowding is the
cause of smaller flowers.
There’s still time until the end of this
month to divide other perennials for
better blooms next year. Dividing your
perennials can be done now with generally good results; however, spring is the
safest time. If you divide in the fall, a
good cover of mulch is recommended.
Use compost, leaf mold, peat moss,
manure, etc.; and to avoid weeds place
whatever fertile mulch you use with
plain wood chips or untreated bark.
Continue caring for your lawn and
keep it cut as long as it keeps growing into winter. Rake fallen leaves off
the grass regularly; otherwise they will
form a mat that will smother your grass.
A feeding in November will keep your
lawn green and nourish the roots during
the wintertime. Remember, if you plan
on fertilizing only once a year, November is the best time to do so. Applying
some dolomite lime this time of year
could be very beneficial too. Beware;
don’t apply nitrogen fertilizer and lime at
the same time! Apply the lime first, early
in the month, and then wait a couple of
weeks before adding the nitrogen.
In our mild climate, many kinds of
mushrooms are very likely to appear
in your garden and lawn. Mushrooms
are interesting plants. The part you see
is only the fruiting structure. The main

THAT TIME OF YEAR THOU MAY’ST IN ME BEHOLD
WHEN YELLOW LEAVES, OR NONE, OR FEW, DO HANG
UPON THOSE BOUGHS WHICH SHAKE AGAINST THE COLD,
BARE RUIN’D CHOIRS, WHERE LATE THE SWEET BIRDS SANG:
(WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE)

body is below ground level; it is called
“mycelium” and is made up of a series
of white threads growing in the organic
material in the soil. These can be as
deep as eight inches. Mushrooms in
lawns are hard to control. Some success
may be obtained by watering heavily
in the infested areas. When the fruiting
bodies appear, don’t let them develop
spores. Use a strong stream from your
garden hose to knock them over, or rake
them up.
Any tender plants still outside in
containers should be brought indoors
early this month. Larger tubs with hardy
plants can stay outdoors, but not if they
are in terra cotta pots. These will crack
from freezing during our winters. If a pot
is too large to move, wrap it in insulating
material—burlap, even newspapers—and
if you can, put more material between the
pot and its wrapper. Styrofoam peanuts,
shredded straw, even crumpled newspaper will all work.
It is important for deciduous plants—
those that lose all their leaves each
year—to achieve dormancy, during which
they stop growing entirely. Many plants
have a hard time of it in warm winters because they never go completely dormant.
Without going into too much more detail,
this can weaken a plant considerably and
affect its performance and its lifespan
negatively. When plants are dormant,
they can resume active growth very
quickly when confronted with favorable
conditions. This is why we recommend
not covering shrubs with blankets to protect them from the cold. They get fooled,
start growing, and then are shocked and
harmed when they lose their blanket and
the cold weather resumes—as it certainly
will.
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PLANT

MONTH:
PERSIAN IRONWOOD

OF THE

BY CHERYLL GREENWOOD KINSLEY

Photo courtesy of Terry and Dave Maczuga,
Bellingham WA

FAMILY: HAMAMELIDACEAE (WITCH HAZEL)
GENUS: PARROTIA
Species: persica
“Polly want a persica?”
Okay, I write about plants, not birds,
and I’d better get serious. Persica isn’t
a fancy name for “cracker.” It’s the
name of the single species of the Parrotia genus, an upstanding member of
the witch hazel family. And the genus
was named in 1831 not for the bird but
for a German naturalist named F.W.
Parrot--which would explain why the
name of the genus is pronounced: parRO-ti-a. Parrotia persica is native to
the hills of Iran--“Persia”--on the edge
of the Caucasus, the richly biodiverse
region where Europe and Asia overlap.
In its native habitat P. persica is struggling, because the mountain forests
it calls home are being logged and
cleared out of existence. It may be true
already that most of the Parrotias in the
world are cultivated rather than wild.
P. persica has found great favor
in Europe and in some areas of the
United States as a landscape tree,
although it does not seem to be commonly planted in the Pacific Northwest.
In fact, I couldn’t find a single Parrotia
persica in all of Whatcom County. If
you have one or know where one lives,
please write or call--and send a photo
if you can. It does seem to be deeply
appreciated in England as a tidy, smallto-medium sized deciduous tree with a
short trunk and breathtaking fall color.
It grows naturally as a multi-stemmed
shrub--similar to others of the witch hazel family--and takes on an interesting,
gnarly form as it ages. It is reputed to
grow very slowly--attaining a height of
7 to 8 feet in ten years--but it will eventually grow to 15 feet tall and as wide, if
left as a shrub. (I use the word “reputed” here because in my experience,
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members of the witch hazel family
grow faster and larger than the books
would have us believe. I’ve found it’s a
good idea to plan accordingly.)
If trained to a single-stem tree, a
P. persica can reach 40 feet in the
gardener’s lifetime. And while it’s
attractive as a tree, with a tidy, dometopped profile, it’s actually meant to be
a shrub. In fact, it appears on many of
the English “do not prune” lists. The
available wisdom seems to indicate
that in a home-landscape setting, it’s
best left as a shrub; in an urban park,
it makes a fine tree. You’ll find beautiful examples in park settings from San
Francisco to Vancouver, BC. If you
want a columnar version at home, you
might select the ‘Vanessa’ cultivar. It
tops out at 15 feet and stays narrow.
There is also ‘Horizontalis’, which is
shorter and wider than the species;
‘Pendula’, weeping and said to have
an especially graceful appearance;
and ‘Select’, which is the same as the
species in size and shape but endowed
with purple-edged leaves.
We’re reminded that if we want a
particular shape, we’re best advised
to choose a plant that has that form
naturally, rather than expect to prune it
into the shape we had in mind.
P. persica appreciates rich, acidic
soil, a place in the sun, and moderate
moisture. It does not like wet feet, but
during its early years it may require
regular deep watering during our very
dry summers. Once well established, it
will be drought tolerant. It is fully hardy
here, and remarkably unsusceptible to
most pests and diseases. One concern
is late frost damage to flowers, so you
might want to choose a place that’s
protected from blustery winds and cold
air drainage.
P. persica is tidy enough to plant
by the street or next to the driveway
although it is sensitive to having its
roots interfered with. You might want
to place it where there will be only light
foot traffic--not by a game field--and no
cars nearby at all. For this little consideration and just a wee bit of care, it
will reward you with interesting green

foliage all summer--its leaves are
simple, striking, and slightly glossy-fine fall color, and those very welcome,
early flowers on bare branches that
are characteristic of the witch hazel
family. Unlike those of Hamamelis mollis, they won’t be fragrant. But some
feel the flowers make up in looks what
they lack in scent--plus they give way
to those leaves and new twigs with a
deep purple flush.
Between the time the deeply colored leaves drop in the fall and these
flowers emerge, you are left with a
pleasing shape and interesting bark-when mature, the bark of P. persica is
gray and smooth with cream mottles,
similar to a sycamore tree--although
with a Parrotia, you won’t have any of
the mess of a sycamore. Just a wellbehaved, deciduous shrub that provides year-round interest with very little
care. Who could ask for more?

~~~~~~~
As Cheryll stated in her article that
she had not been able to find a Parrotia in Whatcom County, as we were
going to press I found the Maczuga’s
and they allowed us to use their picture
of their plant. But if you know if any
others, let Cheryll know.

Blossom
The author of our Plant of the Month
feature since 1997, Cheryll is a writer and
an editor and a dedicated Master Gardener
in Whatcom County. Next to the people
in her life, words and plants—their history, their habits, and their needs—are
her favorite things. When she’s not at her
keyboard, you might find her helping others
learn about gardening or tending her own
small plot—chasing horsetail, counting
ladybugs, and looking for a spot where she
can wedge in just one more Cryptomeria.
You can reach her, if you’d like, by e-mail:
cheryll@cgkwordsmith.com.
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:
FALL LAWN CARE
BY KRISTINE K. SCHLAMP

At this time of year, many people
are delighted they no longer have to
mow their lawn. However there are a
few concerns to watch out for, even
in this cooler weather, and certain
precautions will help you keep your
lawn healthy in preparation for spring
next year. This will result in less effort
needed in following years.
Mowing
Make sure your mower blade is always sharp, to prevent ripping of grass
blades. Regular mowing during the
growing season should keep the blade
height for most grasses at 1.5-2 inches. Keeping it shorter prevents disease
problems, but don’t keep it too short, or
it won’t grow a good root system. Try to
cut the grass as soon as it reaches 1.5
times the height you want it, so you’re
only clipping off a third of its height every time, and use a mulcher so you’re
returning the nutrients to the ground.
Towards fall, and depending on what
type of grass you have, some people
recommend mowing to leave slightly
taller grass, so it can increase its root
system over winter. Late October to
mid November should be the last time
you need to mow, when grass-growth
stops.
Fertilizing
The early fall months are a good
time to feed the lawn with a fall or
winter type of lawn fertilizer. This is one
of the most important applications of
the year because it helps stimulate root
growth through winter, which helps top
growth for the following year. This fall
feeding also helps keep the lawn looking nice throughout the fall, winter, and
early spring. Most nurseries, garden
centers, and garden outlets feature
special fall or winter types of lawn fertilizer. A word of caution to those living
in watershed areas, please do not
over-fertilize as the run off ends up in
the bodies of water closest to you and
cause detrimental effects to aquatic
ecosystems as well as drinking water.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Weeds
Weeds are unsightly and should
be removed as soon
as you spot them, to
prevent them spreading like... er... weeds.
This can include
dandelions, chickweed, crabgrass,
and even moss. Note that low mowing
allows more sunlight to reach the soil,
which encourages weed seed growth
while a higher mowing height causes
the soil to be in deeper shade, which
discourages weed seed growth.

Mushrooms
Mushrooms are the spore-producing structures of some kinds of fungi.
Most of these fungi are beneficial, as
they break down organic matter and
release nutrients that are necessary
for plant growth. In fall, as the weather
begins to cool, mushrooms often pop
up in lawns, causing people to wonder
where they’re coming from and how to
control them. Mushrooms develop on
thatch (decomposing grass leaves and
stems) or dead tree roots. The fungi
that produce the mushrooms are harmless to grasses, but you may consider
them unsightly, or you may want to get
rid of them because young children
play in the area. There are no chemicals (fungicides) that are effective in
controlling mushroom-producing fungi,
so you need to use cultural methods
to control them. If the mushrooms
are coming from dead roots, the best
control is to dig the roots up. If excessive thatch is causing the problem,
then dethatching the lawn in fall is the
best solution. Dethatching removes the
fungi’s food source. Simply removing
the mushrooms may make your lawn
look better, but it will not kill the fungal
mycellium
from which
the mushrooms grow.
Never eat a
mushroom
unless you
are sure it is
safe.

Diseases
There are several lawn
diseases you should watch for
in the fall. Dirty, white, tan, or
brown patches can indicate a
sign of snow mold, fusarium
patch, or pink snow mold. If
pink spots or webbing appear on the lower blades of the grass,
red thread is probably the cause.
A good application of a fall fertilizer
usually helps clear it up. This disease
should not be mistaken for the redness
caused by early frost damage. Keeping your lawn healthy through efficient
mowing, fertilizing, watering and
aerating, should help you prevent most
of these problems. If the patches are
small, removing the turf with a small
buffer along with it should be enough,
and easily repaired with a bit of turf, or
grass-seed. As a last resort, lawn fungicides can be used, however keep in
mind these sorts of applications usually
end up in the ground-water, and finally
in our watershed.

Finally, as leaves begin to fall onto
the lawn from nearby trees, rake them
and add them to the compost pile,
because they offer no winter protection to the lawn. In fact, they become
a wet, slimy mess if left on the lawn,
ultimately smothering it and ruining its
appearance.
Talk to your local garden center for
more tips on keeping your lawn healthy
through the fall, and enjoy the winter
months!
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WHATCOM WEEDS:

WILD CHERVIL – ANTHRISCUS SYLVESTRIS

BY LAUREL BALDWIN

THREAT: Wild chervil, a plant native to Europe, has become naturalized
in much of northeastern North America.
It is related to poison hemlock and wild
carrot, two other introduced weeds that
are quite similar in appearance. Wild
chervil first appeared along roadsides
in Washington State, and is capable
of forming dense stands from the
seed alone. This weed
invades pastures, roadsides, fencerows and
waste areas, and may be
introduced into areas as
part of British wildflower
seed mixes.

DESCRIPTION: Wild
chervil, a biennial or shortlived perennial, is a member
of the parsley family. It
grows 1-4 feet tall from a
taproot. The stems are
hollow; hairy in the lower
portions, smooth in upper
portions of the plant. The
leaves are finely divided, fernlike, and
slightly hairy, especially on the lower
surface. Flowers are white and form
clusters in an umbrella shape. Each
flower produces 2 joined seeds, about
¼ inch long, that are narrow, smooth
and shiny dark brown. The seeds
of wild chervil distinguish it from the
similar wild carrot and poison hemlock,
which also have fernlike leaves, a taproot and
white umbel flowers. Wild
chervil blooms earlier than
wild carrot and is a much
smaller plant than poison
hemlock, which can grow
up to 10 feet.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS: Wild
chervil can be controlled through mechanical or chemical methods. Hand
digging is effective for small infestations, although care must be taken
to remove the majority of the taproot.
Mowing or pulling the tops is ineffective, as the plant will regenerate from
the crown. No biological control agents
have been found to control wild chervil,
so containment and prevention of new
infestations is the best control. For
site-specific chemical control recommendations, contact the Weed Control
Board.

Laurel Baldwin can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Road,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
Photos are courtesy of Whatcom County & Washington State Noxious Weed Boards

HOVANDER UPDATE
BY DAVID SIMONSON
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Salt Spray and Your Landscaping
None of us would take a rainbow trout from a Cascade Mountain lake and drop it into Puget Sound, expecting it to live.
We all know that certain species are adapted to fresh water and others to seawater. Yet people often landscape their beach or bluff
properties with the same plants, groundcover and trees that thrived in their inland yards, and then wonder why they seem to be
dying despite their best gardening efforts. This will help to explain why certain plants die near the shoreline, and what you can do to
ensure a beautiful landscape for your beach or bluff property.
Whenever the winds cause waves and whitecaps, a certain amount of salt spray is inevitable. Some parts of our Whatcom
County Shoreline experience more wave energy than others, but waterfront property throughout the county gets a fair amount of
salt spray. When the droplets of spray evaporate on trees and shrub leaves, the sodium and chloride from the salt can penetrate
the buds, leaves, and stems. The damage it causes becomes visible when the leaves begin to wilt or turn brown. You probably
wouldn’t think about misting your indoor plants with seawater, but nature does it to your shoreline vegetation on a regular basis.
Some signs of salt spray damage include browning of needles and leaf burn, particularly on the side that faces the water. Sometimes you can actually see the white salt residue left on the plants after the spray has evaporated.
The spray that lands on the ground travels downward through your soil with the rain, causing saline soil. If your yard or
garden is particularly close to the beach, separated only by a small shoreline barrier, the seawater during high tides can often
reach the roots of your trees and shrubs that are planted close to the barrier. If the salt in the soil is in lower concentrations, the
membrane in the plant’s root cells allows only the water to enter and keeps the salt out. In higher concentrations, however, the salt
can dehydrate the roots by drawing the water out of the cells. High levels of salts can cause compacted soils, particularly when
they bind with soil clays. This happens more often in clay soils than sandy soils. Water and oxygen have a harder time penetrating the soil, and water has a more difficult time draining from this compacted soil. This affects not only plant growth but also pest
resistance.
Most of our landscape plants are sensitive to salinity in the soil, especially young transplants and seedlings. Heavy winter
rains can help remove this salt from the soil, thus reducing the damage from continued exposure, whereas periods of drought and
hot weather increase the damage from exposure to the salty soil. There are other species that have adapted to salt spray and salty
soil conditions over thousands of years. These we call “halophytic”, or salt-loving plants.

Changing Your Landscaping
If you think that you might have saline soil, one way to find out is to take a sample of your soil to a soil test laboratory,
which measures the amount of salt in your soil in ppm, or “parts per million”. Generally, a ppm under 1000 is considered low, and
1000–2000 ppm is considered medium. Most of your landscape plants can tolerate salt concentrations in the low to medium range,
with the exception of very sensitive plants. If that is the case, you might consider planting more salt-tolerant plants, including native
species that are adapted to living along the shoreline.
Before you consider planting any new trees, shrubs or plants, think about their impact on your drainfield. You really should
only have grasses or shallow-rooted native plants over your drainfield, avoiding any trees, shrubs, plants with deep roots, or vegetable gardens. Anything planted over your drainfield that requires watering will impact the ability of your drainfield to do its job.
Take a look up and down your beach, and see how the plants in your neighbor’s yards are doing. You will see some
plants, trees and foliage that are thriving, and others that just seem to be getting by, or worse yet, dying. Take a walk along the
shoreline in some of our parks such as Larrabee and Birch Bay State Parks. Our park rangers are knowledgeable about the vegetation and our State Parks are wonderful showcase beautiful native plants in a naturalistic setting. Check the plant nurseries, and
ask them which plants are salt tolerant, pest resistant and grow well along the shoreline. Take some time to explore the shoreline,
and forget about the city and suburban landscaping you have been accustomed to in the past. You are living in a special place
now, and you need special plants to create a healthy coastal garden.

Salt Tolerant Plant Choices
One of the most important things to consider when choosing a salt-tolerant tree is how large it will get. If you are planting
a Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), for example, which has good slope erosion control, realize that it can reach up to 200 feet
high. Maybe not in your lifetime, but it could still grow tall enough to block the view of the neighbors behind you. It is also important
to consider the impact the trees roots might have on your drainfield. Other great native trees that are adapted to a shoreline location include the pacific madrone (Arbutus mensiesii), sitka spruce (Picea sitchensis), red alder (Alnus rubra), western red cedar
(Thuja plicata), big-leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum), grand fir (Abies grandis), western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla), pacific yew
(Taxus brevifolia), shore pine (Pinus contorta), and the western white pine (Pinus monticola).
Some of the better salt-tolerant shrubs and small trees to consider include salal (Gautheria shallon), ocean spray (Holodiscus discolor), snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus), elderberry (Sambucus species), tall oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium),
serviceberry (Amelanchier alnifolia), nootka rose (Rosa nutkana), and the wax myrtle (Myrica californica).
Native herbaceous plants typically found near the shore include sword fern (Polystichum munitum), bracken fern (Pteridium aquilimum), fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium), coastal lupine (Lupinus littoralis), honeysuckle (Lonicera species), and coastal
strawberry (Fragaria chiloensis). There are also many ornamental grasses that do well along the shoreline and that are very attractive. This is by no means a complete list of all the trees and shrubs that do well along the shoreline. A short
bibliography is provided at the end of this article. It’s also very important to avoid planting invasive, non-native
plants. The Whatcom Noxious Weed Board provides lists of known troublemakers on their website:
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds/index.jsp
For more information contact Shore Stewards Coordinator Cheryl Lovato Niles at clniles@wsu.edu, or
phone 360.676.6736.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent
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Fairhaven Cruise Terminal
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The Weeder’s DIgest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom
County Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are
encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles by the 15th of each
month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Office.
Editor reserves the right to edit for space considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

