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MESSAGE FROM THE
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
The new class is doing just fine with 30 enthusiastic
students. We are meeting in the Extension Classroom
and thirty students plus a few veterans fills the place
up. The new students are looking forward to joining us
in our activities and, in fact, some have attended their
first Foundation meeting, and some are planning to
come to the grafting clinic.

Master Gardeners provide public education
in gardening and home horticulture based on
research-based information from Washington
State University Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

While we are talking about the new class let me
remind you of the Mock Clinic on Thursday, April 19,
and the volunteer sign up day on Tuesday, April 24. If
you plan on coming to the mock clinic, please let us
know so we will have an idea of how many veterans
will be there.
I am writing this prior to the grafting class, so I will
have to report on that in the next newsletter. I am
looking forward to that fun day!

CALENDAR

I hope everyone is planning to contribute plants to
the plant sale. We need plenty of good quality “Master
Gardener Plants” in order to have a successful plant
sale.
I hope you have a good gardening season this
year.

~Al McHenry

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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`TIS THE SEASON

YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER

March has shown a good deal of
her ‘lamb’ disposition this year. She still
has kept a bit of ‘lion’ just to show that
she can. It has given us the promise
of a good spring. The spring bulbs are
coming out in all of their finery. Azaleas
and Rhodies are beginning to bloom
also.
Use a little discretion when working
the soil in your beds the first time. If
the soil is too wet, it will form large
clumps that are very difficult to break
up, making your work twice as hard
further down the line. While working
the soil for your garden, now is a good
time to add compost or other decayed
material. A commercial fertilizer with a
ratio of 5-10-10 at the rate of 4# per 100
sq. feet is the recommended amount in
the absence of a soil test.
The spring bulbs we have been
enjoying will soon be finished with
flowering. Cut off the dead flowers but
don’t cut the dying leaves of the bulb,
they are needed to collect energy for
storage in the bulb for next year. A
good dose of organic bulb fertilizer is
a good idea at this time. Tulips are the
exception to the foliage removal rule
Three weeks after the removal of the
spent flowers, you may cut back the
foliage to ground level. By then the bulb
should have stored up adequate energy,
and removing the foliage at that time will
help reduce the possibility of serious
fungus disease invading the bulb. Plant
your annuals between the bulbs, and
they can hide the dead leaves.
Now is the time to sow cool and
warm season vegetables and herbs.
Wait for the planting of warm season
vegetables until the danger of frost has
passed.

When shopping for plants look for
compact plants with perky leaves and
good color. If the plant seems too small
for it’s containers, it likely is not ready
to plant in the garden. Wait until the
leaves of the plant extend over the edge
of the container. Then it is time to plant
in the garden.
Dahlia tubers should be planted,
and it is a good time for division of
crowded tubers. Also, gladiolus should
be planted. By the end of April, after the
danger of frost is past, many annuals
and vegetables can be seeded in the
garden. Gardeners usually plant the
annuals in the first week of May.
Lawn care is upon us again, mowing,
killing moss and weeds.
Your lawn
should be cut to 2 inches any time it
reaches 3 inches tall. Cut to no lower
than 2 inches to provide shade on the
soil surface. That makes it difficult for
dandelion and other weed seeds to
germinate. Leave the clippings on the
lawn, as long as you mow whenever
the grass blades are 1/3 taller than the
mowing height. Clippings do not add to
thatch, but will provide about a quarter
of the nutrients required for a healthy
lawn. In addition, the clippings become
mulch to cool the roots and reduce
evaporation. One small thing, if you
leave the clippings, don’t forget to take
off your shoes before going indoors after
walking on the lawn. Cute little puppies
may get away with tracking bits of green
into the house, but you won’t.
By thinning fruit in spring, the results
will be shown in bigger, higher quality
fruit in the fall. It helps prevent limbs
from breaking and reduces the everyother-year production cycle that often
occurs with many kinds of fruit trees. It

is best not to wait until after the June
drop. In order to be effective, the fruit
must be thinned before it reaches the
size of a nickel. For spectacular apples
and pears, thin to one per cluster.
Peaches, nectarines and Japanese
plums should be thinned to one every
5 inches. It is generally not worth the
effort to thin Italian plums or cherries.
Have some fun. Try growing potatoes
in a garbage can. Start with 15- or 30
gallon, clean plastic garbage can. Drill
several ½” diameter holes in he bottom
of the container. Fill with about 6 inches
of good potting soil, mix in a handful of
a slow release fertilizer, and bury seed
potatoes 5 inches apart, just below the
soil surface. Water well and soon the
spuds will begin to grow. Every time
the vines grow 4 inches, cover all but
the top inch with compost, soil or straw.
Before you know it, the vines will spill
over the top. The hardest part of the
process is waiting for the vines to die
back before harvesting.

WHO AM I?
I come from China and Japan. I
spread by underground stems and send
up 9-inch high blanket of foliage with
heart shaped green leaves to 3-inches
long and look very much like English
ivy. My foliage emits an odd scent
when crushed, something like orange
peel. I have inconspicuous clusters of
white-bracted flowers like tiny dogwood
blossoms.
Last month: Cocculus laurifelius

Know & Grow Schedule 2007
Know & Grow workshops are offered by the WSU Skagit County Extension Master Gardeners in partnership with the WSUNorthwestern Washington Research and Extension Center (WSU-NWREC) to combine the latest in horticultural research with
practical advice for the home gardener. These workshops are free and open to the public.
Mulch, Marvelous Mulch - Tuesday, April 17, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m., WSU-NWREC Auditorium
If done right, mulching keeps down weeds, reduces water needs, and improves the quality of your home garden soil. Find
out what works and what doesn’t, and where to get materials locally—and often for free. Also discover whether “lasagna”
gardening will work for you.
Designing an Enabling Garden - Saturday, April 28, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m., WSU Discovery Garden Pavilion & Enabling Garden
Do physical limitations interfere with your enjoyment of gardening? Come and learn how to create easy-access garden
workspaces, treat your body gently, adapt garden tools to special needs, and choose colorful, easy-care plants.
The workshops take place at WSU-NWREC and the WSU Discovery Garden, 16650 State Route 536, Mount Vernon, WA. For
more information, visit www.skagit.wsu.edu/mg.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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PLANT

OF THE

MONTH:
STERN’S MEDLAR

BY CHERYLL GREENWOOD KINSLEY

FAMILY: ROSACEAE (ROSE FAMILY)
GENUS: MESPILUS
SPECIES: CANESCENS
In last month’s column, I left you
with this teaser: “Jefferson could not
have known that many years later, a
medlar native to North America would
be discovered. It would be neither
M. germanica nor M. pyracanta, but
another species entirely, the only
other in the genus Mespilus. That
is the plant you’ll read about in this
space in April.”
So here I am, ready to introduce
you to Mespilus canescens. It is a
plant of very limited range that exists
in very small numbers. So why even
be interested in a rare plant that
grows only in one spot? Because
each unique plant contributes in its
own particular way to the well-being
of other species--including ours.
Biodiversity is a very good thing. And
yet we lose a little every day. According
to the Center for Plant Conservation,
“Habitat destruction, invasive foreign
plants and animals, over collection,
and other environmental damage
are eroding our natural plant
communities. Some species have
declined to such small numbers
that a bad storm or a plant collector
could wipe them out in minutes.” As
Master Gardeners, we have a natural
inclination to appreciate plants of all
sorts. This tendency of ours has been
cultivated by our training and grows
with our continuing education. So we
are in a particularly good position,
and bear an equal responsibility, to
help others understand the concept
of biodiversity and appreciate the
importance of conservation, whether
it relates to intelligent plant choices,
sensible gardening practices, building
backyard habitats and restoring
streams, or removing invasive plants
from public areas.
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Those are serious tasks. On the
lighter side, it can be great fun to
track the story of how a new plant
is discovered, studied, classified,
and named. You’re likely to find
mystery, intrigue, drama, sometimes
skullduggery, and at least one touching
human-interest storyline. Even if
all the details are mundane--and
they seldom are--we can appreciate
how the verified identification of a
previously unknown plant can be the
highlight of a botanist’s career.
But back to Melpilus canescens,
known familiarly as Stern’s medlar.
It’s highly unlikely you’ll spot it at your
local garden center anytime soon,
even though it’s described as “a plant
of exceptional beauty” by its champion,
J.B. Phipps, who wrote these words
in 1990: “Given its adaptability to clay
soil, M. canescens may prove to be
widely adaptable in cultivation and
should be a superior ornamental” to
at least USDA zone 7.
Where can you see Mespilus
canescens growing wild? Only one
place on earth, actually: in a small
section of the 22-acre Konecny
Grove Natural Area near Slovak,
Prairie County, Arkansas. There
are 25 Stern’s medlars there, at last
word all reasonably healthy and all
quite mature. None has borne fruit,
however, for more than 15 years.
Because the trees are not reproducing
where they grow, rooted cuttings have
been taken and now survive, so far as
I can find out, in the greenhouse of
the Missouri Botanical Garden. There
and in the Konecny Grove sit the only
examples of the species and living
evidence of a new generic record for
North American flora. As of the last
(undated) account I could find, the 25
individuals left in the Grove were being
choked out by Lonicera japonica and
efforts were underway to remove the
offending invader. Other threats listed
were depletion of water supplies from
agricultural pressures, and runoff from
nearby fields.
We read about plant explorers
trekking to faraway places in search
of undiscovered plant treasures. But
not all new plants hail from the slopes

of the Himalayas or remote areas of
Turkey, and not all new plants were
discovered decades or even centuries
ago. This particular multi-stemmed
shrub was discovered by Mrs. Jane E.
Stern in 1970. She spotted it but she did
not collect it. Instead, her husband, Dr.
Howard Stern, made a photographic
record. Experts were called in and the
race to classify and name it began. It
was first thought to be a hawthorn-species of the genus Crataegus
abound in the southeastern U.S. Then
it was posited that the new discovery
was in fact merely a descendant of a
M. germanica brought from Europe
generations before. But J.B. Phipps-of the Department of Plant Sciences
at the University of Western Ontario
in London, Ontario--persevered and
subsequently published an article
Continue on Page 7

The author of our Plant of the Month
feature since 1997, Cheryll is a writer
and an editor and a dedicated Master
Gardener in Whatcom County. Next to the
people in her life, words and plants—their
history, their habits, and their needs—are
her favorite things. When she’s not at
her keyboard, you might find her helping
others learn about gardening or tending
her own small plot—chasing horsetail,
counting ladybugs, and looking for a spot
where she can wedge in just one more
Cryptomeria. You can reach her, if you’d
like, by e-mail: cheryll@cgkwordsmith.
com.
Weeder’s Digest

GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

PSEUDOMONAS SYRINGAE - BLIGHT CAUSER AND SNOW MAKER
BY COLLEEN BURROWS

Extensive gumming caused by cankers
on a cherry tree.

active cankers, but gumming does
not always indicate the presence of
P. syringae.
On leaves, symptoms show as
brown spots, sometimes with a yellow
halo around the spot. Spots turn to
black and will spread on the plant
tissue to ultimately kill the entire leaf.
Infected flower clusters (such as on
lilac and blueberry) may not open or
may turn brown, then black and then
die after opening.
Two interesting characteristics
of this bacteria increase its ability to
cause disease. A plant toxin called
syringomycin is produced to destroy
tissue as the bacterium multiplies.
This allows more damage to occur
and allows secondary infections to
invade the wound.
Also, this bacterium produces a
protein that acts as an ice nucleus
which can cause ice crystallization in
plant tissue at temperatures higher
than would normally freeze, causing
frost wounding in leaf tissue.
This unusual characteristic has
been taken advantage of by humans
in a most unlikely place: on the ski
slopes! In times of low snowfall,
artificial snow is made by blowing
water vapor into the air with big snow
guns. The temperature needs to
be below 18°F for the water vapor
to freeze. With the addition of P.
syringae, the water vapor will freeze
at a much higher temperature – about
26.8°F. So, you can thank these little
bacteria for great skiing in low snow
years!
Back to Pseudomonas problems
on plants.
Management of this
disease
can
be broken up
into prevention
and treatment.
Prevention
starts
with
pruning the trees
or shrubs so
that they have
an open canopy
– this will reduce

Ahh, spring in Whatcom County:
the sun starts showing itself more
often, temperatures increase, plants
start growing, but wet weather is still
abundant. These conditions are ideal
for the spread of several disease
causing organisms in your garden. One
of these is Pseudomonas syringae, a
bacterium that causes bacterial blight
on blossoms or bacterial canker on
stems. Plants affected include lilac,
pear, plum, peach, blueberry, cherry,
maple, and other woody ornamental
plants.
P. syringae can overwinter as
disease cankers on stems or leaves,
in plant debris, on perennial weeds,
or in the soil.
Infection usually
occurs in early spring during mild
wet weather. The bacterium can be
spread by wind, rain, insect vectors,
or pruning tools. Entry into the plant
is through openings in the stem or
leaf, such as through leaf scars, stem
wounds or other natural openings.
Frost or winter-injured tissue is also
susceptible to infection.
Symptoms of this organism may
be seen on stems, leaves, or blooms.
Cankers occur on stems or trunks of
trees or woody plants appearing as
irregular, dark,
water-soaked
lesions on the
stem.
If the
canker girdles
the stem the
buds and leaves
above
the
canker will turn
yellow and die.
A gumming may
be extruded from
P. syringae on Lilac. Both leaves and blossoms are
infected in this case.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

the amount of humidity on the plant
tissue. However, make sure that you
are pruning the tree in the correct way
for that species. For example, some
flowering cherry trees do not like to be
pruned, so only dead wood should be
removed. Spacing plants so there is
enough room between plants can also
help to increase air circulation and
decrease disease pressure. Pruning
should not be done during late fall or
early spring to avoid times of the year
where infections are more likely to
occur on wounded tissue. Sanitation
is another way to avoid the spread of
this disease – make sure to sterilize
your pruning tools between plants
that are being pruned. This can be

Infection on blueberry.

done using a spray of 10% bleach
water on the tool and then wiping
them off. Some cultivars of the plants
mentioned above may be resistant to
this disease – if you are concerned,
look for one that is resistant before
purchasing.
If you find this disease on a plant,
the best way to deal with it is to prune
it off. Make sure to take about 10”
of stem below the infected area to
make sure that you have it all. This
pruning should also be done during
dry weather to avoid re-infection at
the wounding site.
Chemical management includes
the use of fungicides containing
copper, such as Bordeaux. Make
sure to check the label before using
or recommending the use of one of
these fungicides for a particular plant.
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
FLOWERING RUSH – BUTOMUS UMBELLATUS
BY LAUREL BALDWIN

THREAT: Flowering rush, a native
of Asia, was probably introduced
to North America as a garden
ornamental. It has escaped cultivation
and invades freshwater areas, where
it can form dense stands, displacing
native vegetation and interfering
with boat traffic. It spreads by seeds,
root fragments and rhizomes, which
can be dispersed by water, boating
equipment and animals. This plant is
still also used in gardens. Flowering
rush is difficult to control, whether
using mechanical or chemical means.
Flowering rush occurs in Silver Lake,
in Whatcom County. It is illegal to
buy, sell or transport flowering rush in
Washington State.

DESCRIPTION: Flowering rush
is an aquatic perennial, which can grow
either as a submersed or emergent
plant. A freshwater species, intolerant
of brackish water, it grows on the
banks of rivers, lakes and ponds, and
in marshes and wet areas. Flowering
rush can grow on dry banks of water
bodies and in water, up to 6 feet deep.
The leaves are fleshy and triangular in
cross-section, growing either erect or
floating on water surface, depending
on the form of the plant. The white to
pink flowers are borne in umbels atop
a single flower stalk. Flower stalks
are usually taller than the leaves
and can reach up to 3 feet above the
water surface. Flowers are produced
from summer to fall, depending on the
depth of the water. Flowers produce
beaked fruit, about ½ inch long. Some
flowering rush plants do not produce
flowers, making it difficult to identify.
Flowering rush spreads
vegetatively by means of
fleshy rhizomes.

Flowering rush can be controlled
using mechanical and chemical
control in certain growing situations.
Cutting and digging can be used to
control this plant, but only if extreme
care is taken to remove all plant
parts from areas with water. This is
most effective for small patches. It is
difficult to control with herbicides, but
chemical treatment may be effective
on plants growing on land or in very
shallow water. Care must be taken
to prevent non-selective herbicides
from injuring non-target plants such
as cattails. To be effective, control
work must be continued, as needed,
throughout several growing seasons.
Contact the weed control board for
chemical recommendations.

MANAGEMENT
OPTIONS:
Flowering
rush is difficult to control,
once established.
To
prevent the spread of this,
and other aquatic weeds,
all boats and equipment
should
be
inspected
before
being
moved
between water bodies.

Laurel Baldwin can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Road,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
Photos are courtesy of Ben Legler, University of Washington Herbarium

LOCAL SPRING TOUR........
Joan and Allan Yoder have kindly offered to allow us to tour their acres of rhododendrons called “A
Touch of Color Gardens.” We will be visiting them on Sunday, April 22, at 3:00 p.m. Their address is 1083
East Pole Road, which is about 1/4 mile east of Hannegan Road. Allan will provide us with a talking tour and
share his expertise on choosing, growing, and caring for rhodies.
Joan and Allan are members of the American Rhododendron Society and propagate and sell all types,
sizes and colors of rhodies. Rhodies are their passion. In his spare time Allan works as an agronomist in
several counties. Hope to see you there. The colors should be great in April. And, oh yes, you can purchase
your favorite plants, too!
Chris Hurst
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PLANT OF THE MONTH
Continued from page 4

entitled “Mespilus canescens, a New Rosaceous Endemic from Arkansas,” in Systematic Botany, Vol. 15, No. 1. (Jan.
- Mar., 1990), pp. 26-32. He makes a fine case for the generic classification and proposes “Stern’s medlar” as the North
American vernacular name, in honor of “Mrs. Jane Stern, the discoverer of the type materials and an indefatigable
protagonist for the conservation of the Arkansas flora.” He presents the botanical description of the plant in English
with an exact match in Latin, still in 1990 the scientific standard.
So you can’t grow this plant in your garden--although there is a medlar-hawthorn cross available in very limited
quantities that to some minds fails to capture any of the best qualities of either plant. But you can honor Mespilus
canescens by remaining aware of the need to resist invasive exotics and appreciate natives. You can learn more about
America’s endangered plants by visiting http://www.centerforplantconservation.org/, the website of the Center for Plant
Conservation. You can learn more about fending off locally invasive intruders by being in touch with my fellow columnist
Laurel Baldwin and supporting the work of the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.

Master Gardeners Plant Sale and Garden Fair *** May 12th
It’s Plant Sale Time! Please start digging your donations. There is compost/soil mix, blank white
plant labels and pots available at the greenhouse at Hovander to use for your plant sale donations. Please be
generous with your donations this year. Winter was rough on many of our gardens, and for some, donations
will be down. And, on a positive note attendance to the Plant Sale should be up, which will make the need
for more plants even greater. If you don’t have anything from your own garden, you can help out at Karen
Gilliam’s or start some seeds.
We also need donations of garden related items for our raffle. Items such as gently used tools,
garden art, garden apparel, or books can be donated to Catherine Reade or Teri Booth. Ticket will be sold
at the Sale for $1.00.
Those of you who would like to learn more about the plant sale, or would like to make suggestions for
this year’s sale should attend the Plant Sale meeting on April 12, at 6:30 p.m. at the Extension Office. This
meeting will take place just before the monthly Foundation meeting.
Volunteers will be needed for all areas of the plant sale. We will be calling you!

Master Gardener Plant Sale and Fair
The popular annual Master Gardener Plant Sale and Fair is scheduled for Saturday, May
12, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at Hovander Homestead Park, 5299 Neilsen Road, Ferndale, WA.
Carefully tended and well-identified annuals, perennials, herbs, trees, and shrubs will be available
to purchase along with a selection of tomato starts suitable for growing in the Pacific Northwest.
Seminar topics include: dahlias, tomatoes, composting, softwood propagation and garden tool
maintenance. In addition, City of Bellingham and WSU Whatcom County Master Composter/
Recyclers will lead classes on Making Your Own Rain Barrel. Pre-registration required: call Anitra
Accetturo at 360.676.6850.
At noon Cass Turnbull, the featured speaker from Plant Amnesty, will offer a one-hour class
on “My Rhody is Too Big, Too Leggy, or Too Ugly and What Can I Do About It?” Master
Gardeners will be on hand to offer cultivation tips and answer your gardening questions. In addition
gardeners will enjoy a raffle, food sales, vendors, and displays. The event is sponsored by the WSU
Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation and Whatcom County Parks and Recreation. For
more information please contact 360.676.6736.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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