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MESSAGE FROM THE
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Twenty-eight new Master Gardeners have
completed the 2007 training. They are eager
to begin their volunteer service with all of you
veterans, so please welcome them into the fold.
Don’t assume they will know where everything
is, so help them find places, equipment, and
all the other things you already know about.
Every body is invited to come and participate
in the Tuesday, May 22, Walk-About. We
always have a good time and learn about
plants, insects, and diseases at the same
time. Let’s hope for good weather for an even
better day.

Master Gardeners provide public education
in gardening and home horticulture based on
research-based information from Washington
State University Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

CALENDAR

Summer is almost upon us, and with it are
most of our volunteer opportunities. We hope
that all of you will join in some of the activities
when the coordinator calls and asks for your
help. Most importantly when once you have
volunteered, please meet that commitment.
“No shows” leave everybody in the lurch.
We would not schedule these events if we
did not believe they were important. So, if you
can’t show up, don’t sign up, and if you sign up
,please show up.
With that happy note I’ll sign off!
~Al McHenry

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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`TIS THE SEASON

YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER

We got off to a rather stuttering start
of spring, but now it is truly here. There
are riots of color everywhere. The
dandelions are showing a bumper crop
and really magnificent fields of golden
blooms are common and, if they are
not in your yard, you can enjoy their
blossoms
It is time to look around and take
stock of your yard with an eye to next
spring’s bulb needs. Also, on your to
do list, is to cut back any flower stems.
Keep the leaves so they act as a food
source for next year’s blooms. The
exception to this rule is tulips. After th ey
are finished blooming, you may cut the
foliage back to the ground or you may
pull the bulbs, whatever is your wish.
To keep your beds attractive during this
period, interplant with colorful annuals.
When selecting annuals at the
nursery, here are a few tips to keep in
mind. Look for bushy, compact plants.
Spindly, sparse plants may be rootbound or grown in poor light. Check the
roots; see if there are roots growing out
the drain holes of the plant. If none are
showing, gently remove the plant and
see if the roots are growing in a circular
pattern. Either of these signs means
the plant has been in the pot too long.
Look for a plant with lush leaves. Look
for leaf discoloration like yellowing or a
purple cast. These mean the plant has
had poor care, or may even have been
cold damaged. Inspect the flowers to
be sure the plant you are buying has the
right flower color for the specific garden
use you have in mind. Choose a plant
that is not in bloom but has plenty of
buds. This will leave more energy the
plant can direct toward establishing a
healthy root system.
With the above points in mind, go
and choose your plants. Be sure there
is a spot prepared for your treasures
once you get them home. If you can’t
plant them immediately, have a holding
area for them out of direct sun and keep
them well watered.
Now is the time to prune early
flowering deciduous shrubs. They need
this treatment as soon as they have
finished flowering. A good rule is to
thin out one third of the oldest canes at
ground level. Then cut back one third
of the remaining branches by one third
of their length. This applies to forsythia,
spirea and weigelia as well as to the later
blooming mock oranges and deutzia.
No perennials are fool proof, quite
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

a few of them will perform admirably
with very little care. For a sunny, well
drained spot, plant daylilies, blackeyed Susans, gaillardia, or Autumn Joy
sedum. For a shady, moist place, give
hostas, Christmas fern, or lily of the
valley a try.
Dahlias, cannas, geraniums and
begonias can all be planted by now.
If you have peonies, phlox or other
clumping perennials that tend to flop
over when they bloom, here is one
method to keep them standing tall all
summer long. When tender shoots
appear in the spring, carefully stake
out a rectangle or square of chicken
wire suspended above them on four or
more small wooden posts stuck in the
soil. Then the plants will grow up and
through the grid.
Lawns need a bit of TLC at this time
of year. It is the start of the regular
mowing season. Start mowing about
2 inches high for most lawns or 1 inch
for bent grass lawns. “Grass cycle” by
leaving the clippings for the free fertilizer.
Mulching mowers do the best job. If
your lawn is in poor condition, aerate,
overseed, and top-dress with ½ inch of
compost. Fertilize lawns if it is needed
in late May with natural organic or slow
release fertilizer. Moss will infest shady,
compacted or stressed turf. Leave it as
it is or spot-treat with some of the less
toxic moss control products.
If you have a problem with holly
leafminer, this month is the time to
control the problem. If you are inclined
to use an insecticide the month of May is
the only time to try to get them. Read the
label before you buy or use insecticide.
To be an approved insecticide the name
of the problem, in this case, Leafminer,
must be on the label.
Now is the time to be exceptionally
aware of emerging slugs. Baby slugs
are coming out now. They may be
small, but they have big appetites.
This is also a good time to care for
your Japanese Maples. They are an
investment and should be cared for as
such. Cut out any broken, damaged,
or dead branches. Any branches that
cross each other or rub on one another
should be removed. Thin the tree so
you can see its true beauty.
The end of the heating season
is here, and it is a good idea to place
some of your house plants outside, but
they would all enjoy a bath. Yes, you
can give your African Violets a bath, just

make sure they are dry before you put
them back in their regular spot.
Azalea or rhododendrons:
All
azaleas are rhododendrons, members
of the genus Rhododendron.
But
not all rhododendrons are azaleas.
Although some people make a big
deal of differentiating one from the
other, azaleas and rhododendrons are
much the same. Some are evergreen
and some are deciduous (though
more azaleas than rhododendrons are
deciduous). While azaleas never have
scales, as rhododendrons sometimes
do, they can have hairs. So what is
the big difference? Rhododendrons
generally have 10 stamens, while
azaleas have five. That’s it. So if you
really want to tell rhododendrons from
azaleas, look closely at the flowers.
Another mystery solved.
We have a new bug to worry about.
The West Nile virus affects some wild
birds (including crows, jays and ravens),
horses and humans, and is transmitted
by mosquitoes. You need to carefully
check over your yard and garden for any
standing water, even small amounts. If
you have a birdbath, be sure to keep the
water fresh. Mosquitoes are the most
active on still days, in the early morning
and shady places at dusk. If you have
a fishpond with fish, they will eat the
larva. Mosquitoes prefer to lay eggs in
still water. Check for standing water in
buckets, an unscreened rain barrel or a
clogged gutter, for example.

WHO AM I?
I belong to an enormous clan of
evergreen woody plants. I am native
from Northern California north to Alaska.
I am also widespread in other latitudes.
I have long been popular in the Pacific
Northwest as a bank or ground cover. I
am prostrate, spreading and rooting as
I go. I will form a dense mat up to 15
feet in diameter. I have small, glossy
leaves which are bright green, turning
red or purplish in winter. My small white
to pinkish flowers is followed by bright
red fruits. I have a local nick name that
refers to the animal that likes to feed on
me in the wild.
Take care and have a happy and
safe summer.

Last month: Houttuynia cordata
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PLANT

OF THE

MONTH:

GREVILLEA

BY CHERYLL GREENWOOD KINSLEY

Grevillea banksii

FAMILY: PROTEACEAE (PROTEA FAMILY)
GENUS: GREVILLEA
This month I’m featuring a genus
of plants that by rights we should not
try to grow in Whatcom County. You
could say that the recent (and short)
burst of spring after the long, hard,
and very wet winter of 2006-2007
must’ve caused a lapse in my garden
sense. But what the heck: Every
once in a while we can take a risk,
and garden on the edge. So long as
the plant in question isn’t invasive,
shouldn’t there be an exception to
every sensible garden rule? Perhaps
you have a greenhouse, a heated
glass porch, a solarium--or any other
large room or building that stays
warm, moist, and bright all winter.
Perhaps you actually enjoy hauling
remarkably heavy pots outside every
May and back in each September.
Or perhaps you’re anxious to take
a measurement of exactly what the
redoubtable Craig MacConnell means
when he speaks of houseplants as
“long-term perishables.” How long
should a plant live in a pot and how
tall does it have to grow before you
must pitch it out?
Nearly 20 years ago, when I was
living in Sunset Zone 17, there was
an arboretum about a mile from my
house that featured plants from the
southern hemisphere. They were, to
my taste at that time, quite exotic; and
if you’ve seen a protea at a florist or
flower show, you’ll know what I mean.
They’ve lately become very popular
at weddings and in those large
arrangements appearing mostly in
hotel lobbies. The closest description
I can muster is to compare a protea to
an ornamental artichoke, one that’s
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as likely to be pink and black as it is
to be olive green. The flower is from
the genus Protea, which is a member
of the Proteaceae family. The largest
genus in that family is Grevillea, with
more than 250 species. If you spot
any one of them, you’ll know right
away these plants are not native to
the Pacific Northwest. Their foliage
looks mildly unfamiliar--but the
flowers, and the colors, are to us,
at least, otherworldly. “Brilliant” is a
word that’s often used to describe
the color of grevillea blooms, and
“powerful” is apt for the ones that are
fragrant.
I had many grevilleas in my Santa
Cruz garden, and I’ve always missed
them. I’ve never been able to find a
northwest match for the beautiful red
of the flowers of G. rosmarinifolia
or the yellow-red combination of G.
thelemanniana. So I was delighted
when several articles appeared in
the Seattle garden press about the
arrival in local gardens of all manner
of plants from south of the equator,
including grevillea. Hardy versions
of several plants I grew in Santa
Cruz have appeared on the local
scene--Agapanthus, Hebe, unusual
Ceanothus--so I wasn’t surprised
to hear people raving about yet
another. Varieties of these have been
developed for hardiness and they’re
more reliable here than before, when
they were best treated as annuals.
And who wants to invest in a shrub
that will die every winter? Whoops.
There was my Tibouchina craze a
few years ago.... But I’m not likely to
repeat that with a grevillea that’s not
been bred to one iota more hardiness
than it had in the 1980s.
So I’ll probably resort to pots
on wheels. I’ll choose two big ones
and fill them with a good, gritty
potting soil--no fertilizer mixed in
and none added, ever, that contains
phosphorus. I’ll choose two naturally
small or dwarf cultivar grevilleas,
rather than any that grow more than
6 feet tall. Certainly not G. robusta!
And I’ll start the in-and-out routine
twice a year.

Although...if
allowed
three
reasonably mild winters to establish
itself, and grown in a sheltered
location on the south side of the
house in fast-draining soil and not
fed very much, a Grevillea juniperina
just might make it. Small in stature,
very plain-looking until it blooms-and then it turns heads. Who here
has seen a “conifer” burst forth with
strangely shaped flowers of yellow
and red? And I wouldn’t have to mess
with those heavy pots...
This is gardening in the Pacific
Northwest. Give us the smallest
whiff of spring, we forget the winter
in a flash and we’re off to attempt the
improbable. It doesn’t get better than
that. And we may have to struggle
with grevilleas here, but in Sunset
Zone 17, they’ll never have lilacs or
peonies.

Grevillea rosmarinifolia
Pictures from Wikimedia Commons
The author of our Plant of the Month
feature since 1997, Cheryll is a writer
and an editor and a dedicated Master
Gardener in Whatcom County. Next to the
people in her life, words and plants—their
history, their habits, and their needs—are
her favorite things. When she’s not at
her keyboard, you might find her helping
others learn about gardening or tending
her own small plot—chasing horsetail,
counting ladybugs, and looking for a spot
where she can wedge in just one more
Cryptomeria. You can reach her, if you’d
like, by e-mail: cheryll@cgkwordsmith.
com.
Weeder’s Digest

GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

TWO FOES OF HOLLYHOCK
BY COLLEEN BURROWS

again in the spring.
Since this plant grows
well
in
Whatcom
County,
removing
several leaves will not
harm the plant. The
debris around the base
Hollyhock weevil damage on leaves.
of the plant should also be
(Photo by Curtis Swift, Colorado State University)
removed, since overwintering
I was out in my garden on one of
spores may be found in this
the sunny Saturdays we’ve had after debris. All material removed should
all of that rain, assessing what was be thrown in the garbage, not put in
growing and what wasn’t yet. I had the compost. Another solution is to
a look at one of my hollyhock plants. plant the fig-leaf hollyhock, which is
The leaves are still fairly small, but I less susceptible to rust.
found two problems that are common
for hollyhock plants.
I love my hollyhocks – they will
grow and flower no matter what and
they keep on flowering well into early
autumn. It is great to see those last
flowers at the end of the stalks when
those first frosts are looming.

summer.
This pest will probably not cause
intolerable levels of damage to your
hollyhock, but if they do control can
be done by removing the weevil. The
adults generally come out at night to
feed on the leaves. One option is to
go out at night with a flashlight and
pick them off of the leaves. Another
option is to place a white sheet below
the plant and shake it, releasing the
weevil from the plant; these weevils
can then be discarded. Later in the
season, the seedpods can be removed
to eliminate the eggs and larvae.

Hollyhock Weevil
(Apion longirostre):

You might find small feeding
holes in the leaves of the hollyhock
and will probably not find the cause
of these holes when looking during
the day. The offender is most likely
the hollyhock weevil. This is one of
the most curious of the weevil family
Hollyhock Rust
that you will see. The adults are
(Puccinia malvacearum): approximately 1/8” long and are a dark
Puccinia malvacearum is a fungus gray color. The characteristic feature
that infects hollyhock leaves and is the extraordinarily long snout or
appears as yellowish or reddish spots beak on both the male and female
on the underside of leaves. Infections (the female’s snout is considerably
can also show through to the upper longer). The adults overwinter in the
surface of leaves and appear as plant debris or in the hollyhock seeds.
yellowing spots, creating a blemished In late spring, the adults come out
plant. On severely affected leaves, and start feeding on the leaves of the
the leaves may dry up and hang hollyhock. Mating ensues shortly after
from the plant. Outbreaks of rust are this (you might be lucky enough to
often seen later in the season, but see this in action). The females then
treatment
can
use their long
be done in the
beaks to chew
spring to help to
holes in the
control this pest.
flower
buds
The
fungus
and lay eggs
overwinters on
in the buds.
surviving leaves
The
grubs
or
in
plant
feed on the
debris. One way
seed embryo,
to control this
pupates
in
rust is to remove
the
seed
infected leaves
and
adults
in the fall and
emerge in late
Rust spots on the top of a hollyhock leaf.
Image courtesy of Dan Egel, Purdue University
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Male hollyhock weevil. Photo by Ken Gray

References:
Cranshaw, Whitney. 1992. Pests
of the west: prevention and control for
today’s garden and small farm. Golden,
Colorado: Fulcrum Publishing
Cranshaw, Whitney, 2004. Garden
Insects of North America. Princeton,
New Jersey: Princeton University
Press.

5

WHATCOM WEEDS:
GARLIC MUSTARD – ALLIARIA PETIOLATA
BY LAUREL BALDWIN
numbers of seeds and is selfpollinating, which allows a single plant
to quickly produce enough plants to
dominate a site. Seeds are dispersed
primarily by humans and other animals
and can persist in the soil for at least
five years. In forested areas where
it has become established, garlic
mustard can dominate the ground
vegetation.

THREAT:
Garlic mustard, a
plant native to Europe, was probably
introduced to North America in the
1800s, for use as a medicinal and
food plant. Unlike many problem
weeds, garlic mustard is shade
tolerant and can successfully invade
forest habitats. It usually gains access
through disturbed areas, such as
stream banks disturbed by flooding,
roadsides, trails or campgrounds.
Garlic mustard produces large

DESCRIPTION: Garlic mustard
is a biennial herb, which can grow over
three feet tall. The first year plants
consist of a rosette of rounded green
leaves, which persist over winter.
The taproot of this plant often grows
horizontally near the soil surface before
growing downwards. In the spring of
its second year, garlic mustard sends
up an unbranched flowering stalk with
alternate heart-shaped or triangular
leaves. The small white flowers are
borne in a cluster at the end of the
stem. Like other mustards, the flower
has four petals in the form of a cross.
When crushed, the leaves and stem
of this plant give off
a distinctive garlic
odor. Garlic mustard
prefers moist, shady
sites, although it
can tolerate full sun
and various soil
moistures. It does
not seem to tolerate
highly acidic soils.

MANAGEMENT

OPTIONS:

Several management options are
available to control garlic mustard,
however,
repeated
treatments
are necessary with all. For small
infestations, handpulling is effective,
as long as the entire root system is
removed. Cutting the stems at ground
level just before or during flowering
(but before seed set) results in high
mortality. Certain herbicides may also
be used. For some sites, fall or early
spring burning may be effective. All
these treatments require follow-up
work to remove any surviving plants
before they have the opportunity to
set seed.
Contact the weed control board for
chemical recommendations.

Laurel Baldwin can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Road,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
Photos are courtesy of Laurel Baldwin

A GEM OF GLEN........ A woodsy spring tour for your pleasure.
This local Hosta Lady is one of those local well-kept-secrets. Irene LaLonde, a friend and neighbor of Jean Powell for
many years, has a particular passion for hostas. She has agreed to enlighten us and share her tips on successfully
growing and appreciating hostas from her many years of experience. She also sells plants to further her hobby. She
does dabble in other woodland perennials and shrubs. Most of her time is spent on the hostas, tho. For she nurtures,
divides, propagates, breeds new varieties, and sometimes has time to travel to specialty growers farms, such as Naylor
Creek Nursery in Chimacum, Washington. Irene is allowing us to tromp through her woodland garden just off Enterprise
Road north of Ferndale. The date is Tuesday, May 15, at 1:30 p.m. To find the garden, travel north on I-5. Take the
Grandview Exit # 266. Turn right at the stop sign onto Grandview Road. Go ½ mile to a 4-way stop intersection. Turn
left onto Enterprise Road. Go ½ mile to the Conifer Lane sign (DO NOT turn here). Just past Conifer take an immediate
left (watch for balloons) onto a gravel lane and drive to the end. Please park off the road and avoid blocking drive ways.
Questions???? Phone Chris Hurst at 360.366.5501.
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To All Master Gardener Plant Sale Volunteers
Thank you so much for giving up your Friday and/or Saturday. The plant sale couldn’t go on without you. Hopefully
we are due a couple of days of sunshine and that our sale will be as fun and successful as it has been in the past. For
those of you who are new to the sale, we thought we would give you a list of things to bring to the sale that will make
your day more enjoyable.
Things to bring for your comfort:
1. Your Master Gardener name tag
2. Something to sit on (especially if you are a checker in the afternoon)
3. Sunscreen, hat or umbrella depending on the weather
4. Your lunch, or money to buy lunch.
5. Water proof shoes (if you come early in the morning)
We also have a wish list of things that help the sale to be more successful:
1. Cardboard boxes
2. Wheelbarrows and carts
3. Western Sunset Books clearly marked with your name
4. Card Table (please call me 676-9563 if you can provide one)
5. Ez-up or Pop-up style Shade Tent (please call if you can provide one)
And lastly we need:
1. Your labeled Plants—Plant labels are available at the greenhouse and they are free!
2. A snack to share on Friday---Cookies, baked goods, or fruit???
3. Raffle items—Contact Catherine Reade or Teri Booth to donate.
4. Help to distribute Plant sale pamphlets---Contact Andi Elliot
Thank you again for your help, ThePlant Sale Crew

ARE YOU READY FOR A BUS TRIP????????
To the great green north.........
Lower British Columbia is noted for its many world-class public gardens and horticultural jewels. Van Dusen
Botanical Garden is at the top of the list, and so is the Bloedel Conservatory in the Queen Elizabeth Park.
We have planned, for your pleasure, a bus trip to both of these fine gardens for Tuesday, June 19. The Belair
Bus will pick us up at Ferndale Park and Ride and leave there at 8:00 am sharp, and return approximately at
5:00 p.m. To find the park-and- ride, take I - 5 north and exit at Ferndale exit # 262. Turn left at the stop sign
/traffiec light and head away from town. Take the first right into the parking lot. It is also a bus stop.
Identification required to enter Canada and return is either a passport, OR a photo ID and a birth certificate.
No exceptions. You may take a lunch along, but be aware of meat and fruit restrictions. There are restaurants
in both parks, but they tend to be pricey. Van Dusen also has a gift shop. We have not procured an ag
inspector, so DO NOT purchase ANY plant or plant products. They will be confiscated at the border. Cost is
$25.00 for Master Gardeners and $35.00 for guests. This will cover your bus seat and entry to both gardens.
Please send checks made out to Master Gardener Foundation to Chris Hurst, 7973 Ham Rd, Custer, WA
98240.
A bit about the gardens:
Our first stop will be at Vancouver’s highest point of altitude at the center of Queen Elizabeth Park - The
Bloedel Conservatory. It is a large glass dome structure with lighted fountains, tropical and desert displays,
koi ponds, and free flying tropical birds. The park was named for the Queen’s Mother and has a fabulous
view of the city and north shore mountains. There are examples of all the trees native to Canada plus many
exotic species all around the park. There is a rose garden on the south side and a large sunken garden, with
a water fall, that was once a quarry. We will be eating our lunch at this park before going on.
Van Dusen has a web sight www.vandusengarden.org you can visit. We will have a one hour guided tour
and then free time here until we board the bus to return home. The garden has a very large plant collection
from around the world with 7,000 different kinds featured in 55 gardens on their 55 acre sight. The land was
purchased as a golf course by the city and opened as a garden to the public in 1975. It contains rolling grassy
hills, mature stands of fir and cedar, a formal rose garden, many ponds and water features, a rhodie walk
with over 600 varieties, large holly and magnolia collections, an Elizabethan hedge maze, to name a few.
Vancouver master gardeners meet here and do much of their volunteer time and activities on sight.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

The Weeder’s DIgest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent

WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY
WHATCOM COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS
1000 N. FOREST STREET, SUITE 201
BELLINGHAM WA 98225

MASTER GARDENER
ANNUAL PLANT SALE & FAIR
May 12, 2007
Hovander Homestead Park
5299 Neilsen Road, Ferndale
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

