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MESSAGE FROM THE
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Greetings: We had a fine day for the plant sale,
a little cool, but good for the plants. Lots of people
attended. I couldn’t see the end of the cars in the
parking lot. The classes that were offered were well
attended and customers bought lots of plants. All in all
it was a big success. Thanks go to Diane Rapoza, her
assistants, and all the workers who made it the success
it truly was. Thanks also goes to everyone who donated
plants so we would have something to sell. It all added
up to a great day!
We sadly announce that our great writer for the
newsletter, Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley, is moving on
to a different lifestyle and will not write the Plant of the
Month column any longer. Our plan is to recruit four
writers to do one column every Quarter, so that they
are not overwhelmed. We need to find them soon
because June is the last month for Cheryll’s column.
How about you? Please contact us if you want to be
a writer, or if you are thinking about it, or if you need
encouragement, we can supply that.
Now is the time to plan your volunteer activities for
the summer. To help you get on the lists the following is
a roster of the volunteer coordinators. They are actively
recruiting now, so calling them will help them with a
very difficult job:
Bellingham Public Library
Becky Curtis, 360.734.0656

Master Gardeners provide public education in
gardening and home horticulture based on researchbased information from Washington State University
Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

Hovander Demonstration Garden
David Simonson, 360.398.0462
Hovander Native Plant Garden
Kendra Bradford, 360.733.6028
2007 Master Gardener Class Projects
Allen McHenry, 360.676.6736
I would like to remind all new Master Gardeners that
your name badges have arrived, and they are in the
Master Gardener’s office.
That is all for now, time for a little fishing.

~Al McHenry

CALENDAR

Bellingham Public Market
Greg Seeligson, 360.671.0132 or 360.319.0674
Northwest Washington Fair
Volunteers – Darlene Olson, 360.933.1995
Set-up, etc - Judy Boxx, 360.398.7591
Extension Office Clinic
Jill Cotton – 360.676.6736

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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`TIS THE SEASON

YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER

June is with us again bringing
grads, dads and brides.
This is
always a beautiful month. We have
flowers everywhere. The Rhodies and
azaleas are finishing up their season,
and now it is time to dead head them
(pick the spent blooms carefully) so
you have good flowers next year.
Right on time the spit bugs have
shown up. One way of managing
them is to wash them off the branches
with a stream of water. The little guy
that causes the mischief is a rather
cute little oval bug with shiny red eyes
and a face that some say resembles
that of a frog. The adult of this insect
is a little brown triangle-shaped
leafhopper commonly known as a frog
hopper. The adults do not make spit
or cause much trouble, however, the
nymph hiding under the spit does suck
juice from the plant. They often cause
distorted branches and are capable of
weakening vegetable crops.
It is not too late to thin apples and
pears. Wait until after the June drop,
and then try to get thinning done before
they reach the size of a nickel and you
will have bigger fruit at harvest time.
Once the fruit gets much bigger than
a nickel the effect of thinning is greatly
diminished. Leave only one apple or
pear per bunch for good result.
Now is the time to go on night
patrol. Everyone loves the insidious
cutworm. Now is the time for you to
take your revenge. The damage they
do in your garden is similar to that of
slugs, but they won’t take slug bait.
They generally work in gangs of ten
(10) or more. Go out with a flash light
and wear rubber gloves. Look for
grey or green caterpillars. How you
dispose of them from this point is up
to you, but you do want them out of
YOUR garden.
Watch out for the big three that
are out to destroy your roses. They
are black spot, rust and mildew,
the common fungus that can weaken
roses and cause reduced flowering
and a reduced life span. They also
keep your roses from resting easily
on your eyes. If possible replace
the highly susceptible rose with one
that is disease-resistant. Prune out
and destroy infected and dead wood
during the dormant season and,
during the growing season, rake up
and destroy all dead leaves. Avoid
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

overhead watering, and chances
are, once the dry weather comes,
you will have beautiful roses the rest
of the summer. Visit http://pep.wsu.
edu/hortsense/ and see what WSU
recommends.
Here is a little exercise that
may serve to interest the younger
set in gardens and growing things.
Cucumbers produce heavily and are
so easy to grow, try growing one in a
bottle. Take a 1-or 2- liter plastic soda
bottle and poke several veneration
holes in it.
When tiny cucumbers
are just starting to develop, gently
insert them through the opening of
the bottle. (Leave them attached to
the vine, though!) Shade the bottle
with some cucumber leaves so the
small cukes won’t cook in the sun.
You might have to try this with several
cucumbers before you get one to
grow to full size, but the result is one
of a ship in a bottle.
One way of conserving water, and
of putting it exactly where you want it,
is to take a half gallon milk jug, and
poke a few holes near the bottom of
each side with an awl. Then, bury
the jug about six inches into the soil,
right side up, with the holes facing
the plants you want to water. During
dry spells, fill up each jug about
twice a week. This works especially
well in vegetable gardens for plants
like melons, squash, tomatoes and
peppers.
Container gardens are becoming
popular as a means of stretching
your garden, or adding more space
for vegetables. Among the crops
that thrive in pots are beans, carrots,
cucumbers,
eggplant,
peppers,
potatoes, squash and tomatoes.
Containers for vegetables should
be where they receive at least six (6)
hours of full sun each day. Containers
can help to overcome some of the
problems of planting in the ground.
Some of the problems are pests, such
as gophers, and soil-borne diseases,
such as fusarium wilt, nematodes, and
verticillum wilt. Another advantage to
containers is that the soil will warm
more quickly and get your plants off to
a quicker start.
When getting your containers
ready for soil, make sure there are
several holes in the bottom so that
drainage can occur. Do not put

stones or broken pieces of pottery or
pots in the bottom of your container
to aid drainage, in fact it hinders the
process. Instead, before you put soil
in your container, place a coffee filter
in the bottom to keep the soil from
coming out.
Using soil from the garden is
a mistake. Soil in containers will
gradually compact, squeezing out
the air needed for the roots. Your
soil must be able to drain with ease.
A suggested mix might be ⅓ garden
soil, ⅓ sand vermiculite or perlite and
⅓ organic matter, such as compost or
peat moss.
Watering
is
an
important
consideration.
Pots will need
watering more often than will your
garden. Never allow the soil to dry
out completely.
Pests are something else to watch
out for and to control. Aphids, mites,
and whiteflies will often be controlled
by a good strong blast of water from
your garden hose. If that does not
do the trick, contact your Washington
State University Extension Office.
The Master Gardeners’ office is open
year round to offer assistance with
your garden problems. They may be
contacted at 360.676.6736.
WHO AM I?
Hi! I am native to the Mediterranean
region of Iran. I am a mat-forming
perennial, popular in the Northwest and
high-elevation rock gardens, where I
bloom early in the spring along with
basket-of-gold, rockcress, perennial
candy-tuft and moss pink. I will grow
nicely in chinks, in dry stone walls, or
between patio flagstones. I grow 2-6
inches high and spread to 1-1½ feet
wide. I have small gray-green leaves
with few teeth at tips. I have tiny rose
to deep red, pale to deep lilac, or purple
flowers.

Last month: Kinnikinnick or Bearberry
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PLANT

OF THE

MONTH FOR JUNE 1997:
KOUSA DOGWOOD
BY CHERYLL GREENWOOD KINSLEY

Cornus kousa flowers
BOTANICAL NAME:
FAMILY:
GENUS:
SPECIES:
VARIETY:

CORNUS KOUSA
CORNACEAE
CORNUS
KOUSA
CHINESIS (SINESIS)

No, your eyes aren’t playing tricks
on you. And don’t blame Cheryl
Kahle: she is, as always, an eagleeyed proofreader. I’ve asked her not
to change the top of this column, but
to leave it just as it appeared atop my
very first Plant of the Month article,
published ten years ago in the Master
Gardener newsletter. (It wasn’t called
Weeder’s Digest yet; Jill Cotton came
up with that name just a few months
later.)
That first article was very short--a
good thing, many might say. I didn’t
know yet that species names are never
capitalized. I was pretty green in those
days--a new sprout myself, anxious to
learn anything and everything I could
about plants. And I’ve learned more
than I could have imagined, from
Master Gardeners, from my research,
and from readers, who manage to
find my columns on the Internet.
I’ve received e-mails and phone
calls from scientists, professional
horticulturalists, government officials,
historians, herbalists, and others who
are passionate about plants. I also
hear often from new gardeners, just
starting out, who need help from the
ground up. I always refer them to
their local Master
Gardener office,
and I’m saddened
when they write
back to say the
program in their
area has been
discontinued. I’m
delighted when
they tell me their
local
Master

Gardeners are wonderful, and
they’ve signed up for the next
training session themselves!
This is the first time ever I’ve
repeated a column. So return
with me now to June 26, 1997,
and read the first Plant of the
Month column, exactly as it
appeared:
Cornus is a large genus, including
many shrubs and trees, most of which
are deciduous. Having said that,
it will now be noted that there are
evergreen dogwoods (C. capitata,
suitable only for Sunset climate zones
8, 9, and 14-20) and dogwoods used
as ground covers (C. canadensis,
known as the bunchberry). There are
even dogwoods that don’t look much
like what we think of as dogwoods
(C. mas, called the cornelian cherry).
Dogwoods can fill many landscape
needs.
The kousa species of dogwood is
native to China, Japan, and Korea. It
is a graceful small tree or large shrub
with white bracts, tinged with pink,
that come into their own on trees that
are as young as five or six years.
In the past ten or so years, Cornus
kousa has become the dogwood of
choice for many home gardeners, as
it is less often felled by the several
diseases which plague Cornus florida,
the eastern dogwood, also known
as the flowering dogwood, Cornus
florida is particularly susceptible to
anthracnose. One lovely advantage
to Kousa dogwoods is the spectacular
crop of red berries in the fall,
hanging from the branches like big
raspberries.
Cornus rutgersensis, presumably
developed at Rutgers University, or
Stellar dogwood, are hybrids between
C. florida and C. kousa. They have
the greater resistance to disease of C.
kousa, with flower
bracts resembling
the color ranges,
including pinks and
reds, of C. florida,
as well as brilliant
fall color.
There are redtwig
dogwoods
and
yellow-twig
dogwoods,
both

Foliage and fruit
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of which bring winter interest to the
garden and in fact to the natural
landscape in Western Washington.
Cornus alba, the Tatarian dogwood,
is attractive, although it is a rampant
spreader. A very showy and slightly
more refined cultivar is Cornus alba
‘Elegantissima’, a lovely variegated
shrub much sought out by home
gardeners and, unfortunately, by
deer.
*********
It’s very hard not to edit that.
To smooth out the writing, include
more information, banish the word
“presumably’’--but I’m going to resist
the urge to correct my earlier self.
In fact, I’m going to offer the opinion
that we should appreciate how we’ve
grown, rather than apologize for not
knowing then what we’ve learned
since.
And on that note: this is my last
column. It’s time to step aside and let
another Master Gardener carry on. I
know there are talented writers among
you, both seasoned and sprouts. I
hope you’ll step up and carry on the
Plant of the Month articles, make
them your own, and enjoy the process
as much as I have.
As for me--I have a number of
activities planned for the next few
months, which will be a time of
transition for me and my family. Then
I’ll be settling into a new work routine
and tending an entirely new garden,
one that’s quite different from the one
you’ve helped me grow. You may
not have spaded the soil or weeded
alongside me, but you’ve taught me
a great deal and encouraged me to
learn that much again, many times
over.
The author of our Plant of the Month
feature since 1997, Cheryll is a writer and an
editor and a dedicated Master Gardener in
Whatcom County. Next to the people in her life,
words and plants—their history, their habits,
and their needs—are her favorite things. When
she’s not at her keyboard, you might find her
helping others learn about gardening or tending
her own small plot—chasing horsetail, counting
ladybugs, and looking for a spot where she can
wedge in just one more Cryptomeria. Thank
you Cheryll for your many years of thoughtful
and informative articles.
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

ICHNEUMON WASP
BY COLLEEN BURROWS

angelica or wild carrot. The
adults also need a water
source in order to survive
(much like other wasps).
This
ichneumonid,
Megarhyssa nortoni, has
become very useful as a
biological control agent in
other countries. The sirex
Female Ichneumon wasp “listening” for larvae upon
wood wasp, Sirex noctilio, is
which to lay eggs
native to Europe, Asia, and
The largest, most beautiful wasp northern Africa. It has been imported
came into the office a couple of weeks to other regions such as New Zealand,
ago. The client found it flying around Australia, and Northeastern United
some chopped firewood that he had States and Ontario, Canada. Luckily,
recently brought into his house. Two it has not yet been found in the Pacific
types of wasps were brought in: one Northwest of the United States.
The sirex wood wasp is a pest to
was a large, yellow and black wasp
about 2” long with very long ovipositors native pines as it attacks living trees
and the other was a shorter (about instead of dead ones. The adult drills
1.25” long) and stouter black wasp holes in the wood as it feeds and it
with no noticeable constriction with a injects the tree with a fungus and
toxic mucus. This allows the larvae
long ovipositor.
The few of us in the office on that of the sirex woodwasp to feed on
afternoon had never seen one like it the wood material. The smell of the
before. After some digging around, we fungus attracts the giant ichneumonid
found it to be in the Ichneumonidae to the infected tree and she uses her
family which boasts over 3000 species long ovipositor to find the wood wasp
in North America. One of the species larvae and deliver an egg into this
native to the Pacific Northwest is larvae.
Megarhyssa nortoni. You may find
other species of different sizes around
the area.
While this insect may look a little
scary, it is not harmful to humans. In
fact, it is a beneficial insect; a parasitic
wasp to the wood-boring wasp.
Several wood wasps are native to
the forests of Washington; however,
none are extremely detrimental to
trees. Native wood wasps drill holes
in dead and dying or fallen trees. They
will eat through the wood and lay eggs Male Inchneumon (Megarhyssa nortoni) Wasp
in these tunnels. The ichneumonids
Megarhyssa
nortoni
was
parasitize these insects.
The female ichneumonid uses introduced as a biological control
her giant ovipositor to deliver eggs agent into New Zealand and Australia
through the tunnels and into the in the 1960s. Pinus radiata is a fast
wood wasp larvae. The eggs of the growing pine tree which constitutes
ichneumonids then hatch and feed on almost 90% of the forestry industry in
the wood wasp larvae. Adults may be New Zealand. The introduction of the
found feeding on the nectar of some sirex wood wasp to this region was
small flowered Umbelliferae such as a major detriment to that industry;
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Megarhyssa nortoni now keeps this
pest in check.
Thanks to a client for bringing in
this sample to the Master Gardener’s
office for identification. We were lucky
enough to receive the pest (the wood
wasp) as well as the parasite (the
ichneumon wasp). Some days you
just get lucky in the Master Gardener’s
office.

Wood Wasp on its back

Wood Wasp on its belly

References:
Wood Wasps and Horntails, a
University of California webpage:
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/
PESTNOTES/pn7407.html
Stowaways newsletter, 2001: No. 1,
October 2001. Giant Wasps Cause a
Stir: http://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/
publications/newsletters/stowaways/
stowaways2001.pdf
Bush Telegraph, Autumn 2006.
Traveling north, Megarhyssa nortoni is on
a mission. http://www.forest.nsw.gov.au/
bush/autumn2006/pdfs/bt-autumn-04.pdf
Haggard and Haggard. 2006. Insects
of the Pacific Northwest.
Pictures are from Wikipedia and Colleen Burrows,
WSU Whatcom County Extension
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
SPURGE LAUREL – DAPHNE LAUREOLA
BY LAUREL BALDWIN

THREAT: Spurge laurel, a shrub
native to Western Europe and the
Mediterranean, was introduced into
North America as a garden ornamental.
It has escaped cultivation, invading
roadsides, parks and wooded areas.
Spurge laurel can replace native
understory plants in forested areas,
and can form large single-species
stands. It tolerates a wide range of
environmental conditions, but grows
best in partial to deep shade. Spurge
laurel reproduces both by seed and
vegetatively, by sprouting from lateral
roots. The berries are eaten by birds,
which aids in seed dispersal. All parts
of the plant are poisonous to humans,
as well as to dogs and cats, and the
sap can cause severe skin and eye
irritation.

DESCRIPTION: Spurge laurel
is an evergreen shrub that grows up
to 3-4 feet tall. Whorls of dark green,
shiny, leathery leaves grow at the ends
of the branches. Leaves are oblong
in shape, 1-5 inches long and ½ to 1
inch wide. Spurge laurel flowers in
late winter and early spring, producing
small (less than ½ inch long) yellowgreen flowers. The flowers, which are
tubular and fragrant, grow in small
clusters at the base of leaves, near
the tops of the stems. Oval, black
berries are produced in early summer.
Spurge laurel is slow-growing and
long-lived.

MANAGEMENT

OPTIONS:

Spurge laurel can be controlled
through mechanical and chemical
means. Small infestations can be hand
dug. Control may also be possible by
cutting the plant off, making sure the
cut is below the ground surface. Care
should be taken to prevent the sap
from coming into contact with the skin
or eyes. Respiratory irritation has also
been reported from inhaled droplets
of sap.
Contact the weed control board for
chemical recommendations.

Laurel Baldwin can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Road,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
Photos are courtesy of Laurel Baldwin

ADVANCE TRAINING - SEPTEMBER 27, 2007
Mark your calendars for Thursday, September 27, for the Annual Fall
Whatcom County Master Gardener Advance Training. The Committee
have been meeting monthly to develop a top notch program again this
year. More information will be provided here in the Weeder’s Digest in
future issues. All current Master Gardeners will receive a brochure in the
mail as soon as the committee finishes developing the program.
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Scholarships
Members of the Master Gardener Scholarship Committee met a total of 3 days the first part
of May to interview the top 5 candidates for this year’s three $1,000 scholarships. A huge thank
you goes out to the committee members, Luana Schneider, Kaye Dykas, Loretta Hogg, John
VanMiert, Susan Hirst and Andi Elliot.
These five candidates were all extremely deserving of the scholarships, and it was a very
difficult time deciding the 3 recipients.
Congratulations to all of the candidates for a job well done. The committee will be
announcing the winners at the next Foundation Meeting, and the three winners will be invited to
come to the August Potluck, August 16, at Hovander Homestead Park.
The Committee would also like to thank the Foundation for their continued support.

Plant Sale Wrap Up
Hello Everyone!
The Plant Sale was a Big Success! Lots of Happy Gardeners took home $16,697.15 worth
of plants! That’s just a little under what we made last year---but last year we also sold compost and
had a hot dog stand. The educational seminars were a big hit and well attended by the public. Our
raffle added fun and excitement and made approximately $750! The vendors were all pleased and
are eager to come back next year, and the community outreach tables were kept busy answering
questions from the public. Whatcom County Park Ranger for Hovander Homestead Park, Dennis
Connor, reported that there were approximately 950 cars into the park on sale day. That was quite
a few more than last year.
I am very grateful for all the help and support. While this sale was the biggest, it was also
the easiest! The core team did an outstanding job of organizing each area. Many shoppers
commented on how smoothly everything ran and how well organized everything was. All the
volunteers cooperated, too. Karl, one of the Park employees was impressed that we left Hovander
in the good condition it was before the sale and that we were gone by 3:30! That was a record clean
up. It just goes to show you that many hands make light work! ---Thank you for all of your time and
work. And, for coming through with such beautiful plant donations. They really looked good this
year.
Please remember to collect any Plant Signs that may be in your neighborhood. They need to
be returned to Gloria Perez. You may drop them off at the greenhouse at Hovander or bring them to
the next foundation meeting/garden tour. Even though they are dated we can reuse the signs next
year.
Thank you again---Diane Rapoza
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

MASTER GARDENER
ANNUAL ADVANCE TRAINING
September 27, 2007

The Weeder’s DIgest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent
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