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HORTICULTURAL HELP & HUBRIS

NOT A GOOD MATCH FOR MASTER GARDENERS
In the past month I have had two phone calls from
one of the best nurseries in this county to inform me
of the specific impacts on their business attributed
to misinformed and misguided Master Gardener
volunteers. It’s my nightmares coming true over the
telephone.
Of course I am saddened to hear these stories,
although I hear them from time to time. Two in a month
from a business that I respect and value is troubling to
me.

Master Gardeners provide public education in
gardening and home horticulture based on researchbased information from Washington State University
Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

then you should get your MG colleagues or experts within
the WSU system to verify your suspicion. Science and
fact always trump assumption. Saying “I do not know, but
we will find out” is always better than winging it.

It is very possible to misdiagnose plant problems.
I also feel the need to remind Master Gardeners that
The symptoms often are explained by multiple potential we are here to help identify the causes of plant problems,
causes. It is inexcusable to match that with telling but we have no business telling a client how to interact
someone to go and berate the nursery that supplied with a nursery.
the plant (at least that is how the story goes).
This community needs to be assured of the quality
Master Gardeners have a positive reputation in of information from Master Gardeners and all of us are
this community. They are seen as a source of helpful responsible for that quality assurance.
and accurate information for home gardeners, and
to a large extent these volunteers have earned their
Thanks
reputation. I hope that Master Gardeners understand
Craig MacConnell
that their reputation is a fragile one that must constantly
be refreshed in the community with positive and
CALENDAR
appropriate deeds.
Now for the record: Fireblight has never been
reported by the WSU plant clinic in western Washington.
It is unreasonable to expect fireblight in regions of the
state (western WA) when the temperatures are as low
as we experience here in Whatcom County in May. By
far, the most common hosts for fireblight are apples
and pears, not plum.
I hope that Master Gardeners see the benefit
of exhibiting humility and not hubris. If you are not
absolutely sure (and how will you be sure without a lab
sample isolating the specific pathogen from the host)
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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JULY GARDEN MISCELLANY
BY JOHN

VAN MIERT

Flowers have an expression of countenance
As much as men or animals
Some seem to smile, some have a sad expression,
Some are pensive and diffident,
Others again are plain, honest and upright.
~Henry Ward Beecher

July is the month we will/should be
rewarded for all the Tender-LovingCare spent in the garden. We can
enjoy the diversity of flowers, and
eat fresh fruits and vegetables.

of tomatoes should be
avoided. Moist weather
and overhead irrigation
are often to blame for
Late Blight on tomatoes.

Spring flowering bulbs will have
finished their growth and may be dug,
cleaned and stored. Tulips should
be lifted every year. Daffodils need
only to be dug up after 3 to 5 years
when they become too crowded.
Your Irises need attention right
now. Irises have thick underground
stems, called rhizomes; they grow
at ground level or partly below.
Every year, underground offshoots
develop from these parent rhizomes.
After three, or sometimes five, years,
the plants are getting crowded,
producing smaller flowers as a
result. Also, crowding adds to the
leaf spot disease. It’s the right time
to divide and replant the Irises now
to be assured of beautiful flowers
next year. A caution for late summer
Irises dividers: Rhizomes replanted
too late in summer or fall are very
susceptible to winter damage.

Some summer pruning of fruit
trees should be done in order to
prevent diseases for the next season.
Remove all pruning trimmings away
from the fruit trees.

Gather herbs for drying. Pick
them in the morning to preserve the
fragrance. The leaves should be
completely dry.

The time to prepare for winter
gardening is by the end of July and
the month of August. Sow seeds of
winter pansies, violas, wallflowers
and forget-me-nots. Sow either in a
cold frame or in a sheltered, shady
spot in the garden.

Cutting roses or removing
the dead flowers will encourage
subsequent bloom. Most hybrid tea
roses will continue to bloom and will
provide good fall display if you prune
carefully now. A monthly fertilizer
application is needed to keep the
roses blooming. I recommend a
systemic fertilizer for supplying the
nutrients and some pesticides to
cope with aphids.
The yield of beans and
cucumbers will be improved if
the plants are watered well with
a weak liquid fertilizer. Be sure to
make regular harvests from your
vegetables while they are in their
prime condition.
Remove the
suckers from tomatoes, and watch
for needed staking to keep the fruits
off the ground. Overhead watering
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Fertilizing landscape plants after
late July, using a high yield nitrogen
fertilizer should be avoided for our
area, because it might stimulate
vigorous new growth later in the
fall, which will not be hardy enough
for early frost. You can fertilize
again after the plants are dormant.
Flowering shrubs and trees, like
forsythia,
deutzia,
hydrangea,
potentilla,
flowering
cherry,
crabapple, hawthorne and others
benefit from a fertilizer containing
only phosphorus and potassium
(0-10-10) for more flower setting.
It makes the plants also hardier for
winter season.

Fertilizers can be awfully
confusing; there are so many
different types on the market. You
can get them in bags, boxes and
bottles. They come in so many forms;
granules, pellets, spikes, liquids and
tablets, fast or slow-timed releasing.
Chemical, organic, and inorganic
fertilizers; all are available. What
should you use? Let’s try to sort out
some basic facts about this stuff.
Fertilizers can be classified into
two main categories; organic and
inorganic. Organic fertilizers are
byproducts of living organisms.
Blood and bone meal, manure of
all kinds, compost, cottonseed and
soybean meal, fish wastes and

sludge are all traditional organic
fertilizers. When mixed into garden
soils, these materials will provide
nutrients for plants and also help
to improve the physical condition of
the soil. Not only do they increase
fertility, but they also improve soil
aeration and water holding capacity.
They also make the soil easier to
work in.
Inorganic fertilizers are basically
byproducts of chemical reactions.
They usually contain the needed
minerals in more concentrated form
than do the organic types. The most
effective way of providing for plants’
needs is to apply both organic and
inorganic materials at the right times
of the year.
Plants do need 16 elements for
normal growth and development.
Plants obtain three of these,
Carbon, Hydrogen and Oxygen,
elements from water and air. The
13 other elements are divided
into
three
classes:
Primary
are: Nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium. Secondary are: Calcium,
Magnesium and Sulfur. Minor are:
Boron, Manganese, Copper, Zinc,
Iron, Molybdenum and Chlorine. All
plants must have these minerals to
grow. Fertilizers contain the minerals
that plants use to manufacture their
own food and fiber
All fertilizers sold in the U.S must
have the proportion of Nitrogen,
Phosphorus, and Potassium on the
container, and always in the order of
N-P-K.
How much to use in your
vegetable or flower garden? A good
estimate is anywhere from 3 to 5 lbs.
of 5-10-10 per 100 sq. ft. For more
information see the EB publications:
EB1090 Watering Home Gardens
and Landscape Plants, and EB1280
Turfgrass Soil-Water Relationship.
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GARDENER’S CORNER:
A GARDEN OF DREAMS
How does one get interested in
gardening? I know some people look
at gardening as a never ending job,
getting dirty, and HARD WORK! And it
can be for some people, but for those
of us who see the beauty that can be
accomplished by planting a variety of
plants, watching them grow, bringing
art and color to the garden, it can be a
very rewarding experience and a sense
of accomplishment that stimulates our
mind, energizes our body, and sparks
our spirituality.
I was not raised around floral
gardening. I was raised in South Dakota
where it was difficult to grow flowers! You
were lucky to get Hollyhocks, Pansies,
Marigolds, and other annuals that could
be raised in a hot summer climate, to
grow. I didn’t get interested in gardening
until after I was married and lived in a
house that had a white picket fence
around it. My neighbor, “Molly”, who had
a beautiful garden, helped me plant my
flowers. Thanks to her, my gardening
education began! She prepared me for
my next gardening event which was a
hillside lot and had quite a few trees
on it. When the lot was bulldozed, we
left some of the trees and started from
“scratch” again, but with a different
landscape in mind. On this landscape
there were many evergreen plants used
such as Junipers, Rhododendrons,
Azaleas, perennials, lots of stone, and a
lot of imagination! Each of these gardens
were very different, but beautiful in their
own way. Believe me, each of these
gardens were a challenge since I was
just learning about gardening.
But life changes and what we
think will be a permanent situation,
changes to a different lifestyle, a move
to Bellingham, a condominium on a
hill lot with severe dying shrubs on the
property. It did have beautiful stone steps
leading down to the carport in the alley
and nothing else, but the lot had been
let go, so it was a mess. What we did
have with this move was a large deck,
the length of our condominium which
received afternoon and evening sun.
My education in container gardening
was about to begin!!! I needed plants
that could handle hot sun, were
drought tolerant, and required minimal
fertilizing; and the right kind of soil. You
purchased the container soil from the
stores and used it. Container gardening
was very interesting in that you could
plant a different garden of plants in
each container. We even worked on the
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condominium grounds, pulled out some
of the old Junipers and worked on this
until all of sudden, we were both retired
and wanted to have a bigger house and
our own lot. Can you guess what we did?
We were nuts, but we bought a bigger
house and lot in the Ridgeon area on
Samish way in Bellingham. When I first
looked at the lot and saw what flowers
they had, I thought it wouldn’t be so bad
to garden there. What a Misconception?!
It was a hillside lot that was full of clay
soil, plastic paper under mulch, dried up,
and perennials that were not interesting,
and full of weeds.
Thus we come to Taylor Avenue
in Bellingham to experience the
new challenge of a different type of
garden. I decided that it was time
for me to have the garden that I had
always wanted. This garden would
be different and interesting to all that
walked through it. I visualized a garden
of serenity and tranquility that would
be a sanctuary where we restore our
spiritual and emotional growth. It would
be a garden of art form using driftwood,
bamboo structures, terraced stone
pathways, water fountains, flowing dry
Riverbeds, stone groupings, meditation
enclosures, with a variety of evergreen
and Deciduous shrubs, perennials,
annuals, groundcovers, herb, choosing
plants not only for their bloom, but leaf
color, texture, and fall color. Statuary
of spiritual significance would indicate
sacred space. I wanted to keep the
energy flowing throughout the Whole
garden with various wind chimes and
bird habitat providing bird feeders and
bird baths so we all could enjoy their
chatting and melodious music.
That vision became a reality! My
husband and I, through many hours of
hard work, achieved our garden. We
traveled to rock quarries, beaches,
nurseries, and garden shops. We had
Petrified Wood from South Dakota
and Nevada; Quartz Crystal clusters
from Arkansas, and Rose Quartz from
Wyoming. In fact, because I was able to
get a lot of Petrified Wood, we decided
to remove some more of the back lawn
making a garden patio area with an
island and small rock waterfall. In order
to achieve this design, we had to take
out the old wood retaining wall and
bring in more dirt to extend the garden
terrace. Also, an opportunity to plant
more plants! I’m sure you can all agree
when gardening - you always have room
for more plants!!!!

We used a variety of plants, but I
have a few that are special to me and
used extensively throughout the garden,
Clematis, Japanese iris, and Irish moss.
The Kalmia are a beautiful, evergreen
shrub with growing conditions similar to
the Rhododendron Species. They are
ornamental from the time they start to
bud and have beautiful clusters of showy
blooms in June and July. Clematis is a
very important vine to any garden. They
are very versatile; there are so many
different varieties that you can have
Clematis blooming from April through
October. I layered and blended colors,
using Rose climbers, and it’s amazing
how they climb through each other
putting on a show all their own, allowing
one to have spectacular color right into
the fall season. Japanese iris are so
beautiful with their pendulous blooms
in a variety of colors; they appear so
graceful and stately in the garden
landscape. I also use a lot of Iris Moss
in the garden as a ground cover. It is so
easy to take care of and grows in sun or
shade, producing a delicate white flower
from May through July. It is spongy to the
touch and has lush, dark green foliage.
Actually, it takes many plants to achieve
a kaleidoscope of color, especially when
you want something blooming from the
end of February through October, but
it can be done. It takes knowledge of
what type of plants you want for easy
maintenance and research of some of
your favorite garden books.
I used many mirrors on the garden
walls. I find that looking into a mirror
while walking through the garden gives
depth and a different perspective of the
garden you have designed and planted.
I like having the garden paths curvy so
that you can slowly stroll through the
garden enjoying the colorful beauty
and fragrance. The art of Feng Shui
gardening has many of the above
elements and even though I have not
studied Feng Shui extensively, I realize
that I have incorporated Feng Shui in
our garden.
I find gardening very stimulating and
exciting, and I am sure there are many of
you that have the same feeling. We are
always looking for new plants and can’t
wait to get them planted. This is only
one gardener’s story. I’m sure there are
many gardens done by other gardeners
who love to achieve the challenges that
are involved with their gardens.
Weeder’s Digest

GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

COLONY COLLAPSE DISORDER
BY COLLEEN BURROWS

Hive losses have been mainly in
the eastern part of the United States,
but some losses have been reported
in California where hive prices have
increased. Problems have also been
seen in parts of Europe and South
America. No problems have been
reported with hives in Washington
and local fruit growers have not seen
a decrease in hive availability.
Honeybee on Caryopteris flower
(Photo by Virginia Lohr)

We all know that bees are our
friends. They’ll work all day long
pollinating our flowers so that we can
have fruit for this year and seeds for
next year’s crops. And, of course, we
all enjoy that magical golden elixir of
honey, the taste of summer sweetness
in a jar.
Beekeepers are aware of a few
common problems that can cause
hive disease. Fungal diseases such
as chalkbrood, bacterial diseases
such as foulbrood, and parasites
such as the bloodsucking varroa
and tracheal mites which carry
harmful viruses are just a few of the
issues. Luckily, solutions to these
problems are available in the way of
cultural management, antibiotics, and
pesticides.
A new issue of bee hives has been
noticed by the media in the last few
months. Colony Collapse Disorder
(CCD) was first witnessed in the
autumn of 2006. Beekeepers were
reporting losses of 30 to 90% of their
hives. Symptoms of this disorder
included the absence of adult bees in
the hive with no dead bees near the
hive. Food stores are still present in
these hives. Reports in the media
have been bleak, predicting a shortage
of fruit and nut crops due to the lack
of pollinators as well as the price of
honey skyrocketing with the loss of
bees to produce it. Some people
have been stockpiling honey and nuts
for this predicted shortage.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

The cause of CCD is unknown.
A
Colony
Collapse
Disorder
working group has been formed in
Pennsylvania, including researchers
from USDA and several universities, to
look into possible causes. Hypotheses
have been considered concerning the
use of pesticides, genetically modified
crops, new diseases and even cell
phone signals disrupting the flight
patterns of the bees. A recent report
suggests that the issue might be from
the small hive beetle (Aethina tumida)
which is native to sub-Saharan Africa.
This beetle is not a major pest on
hives in Africa; the bees are able to
deal with the beetle. Researchers
from the International Centre of
Insect Physiology and Ecology
(ICIPE) in Kenya and the United
States Department of Agriculture are
collaborating to determine whether
this is the cause of CCD and to
investigate methods to control this
pest in the United States.

the hive and they will close off the
cells containing the beetle larvae to
suffocate them. The pending study by
African and American researchers will
investigate behaviors of African bees
and how they might be able to use
this information to aid in resolving the
problem of CCD in the United States.
So for now, watch and appreciate
those little flying wonders as they
pollinate flowers in your yard.

Larvae of Aethina tumida in honeycomb
(photo by Jeff Lotz)

A. tumida larvae are the problem
to the hives; they will tunnel through
the combs to kill bee larvae and
destroy delicate, newly developed
combs. The adult beetles also bring
in a fungus which will cause the honey
to ferment. Bees will desert infested
hives, which may be the reason that
no dead bees have been found near
the hives.
African bees are much less
affected by this beetle; their more
aggressive manner seems to allow
them to tolerate the pest. They will
remove the pest’s eggs as it cleans
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
PAMPAS GRASS – CORTADERIA SELLOANA
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL
While it is not a listed noxious
weed in Washington State, it has
been placed on the non-regulatory
State Monitor List because it has been
observed escaping from landscape
plantings. Its invasive nature should
be considered when choosing plants
for your landscape.

THREAT: Spurge laurel, a shrub
native to WesPampas grass, a native
of South America, was introduced into
North America in the mid 1800s, as an
ornamental. It was subsequently also
planted for use in erosion control and
as a forage plant. Pampas grass has
escaped cultivation, invading highway
and other right-of-ways, open areas
and disturbed areas, and will grow on
a wide variety of soil types. Pampas
grass competes with native species
and can become a fire hazard.
Additionally, the sharp-edged leaf can
inhibit recreational uses of invaded
areas. Pampas grass and the similar
looking jubata grass (Cortaderia
jubata) have become a major problem
in California, invading large areas of
coastal habitat, as well as cutover
forestry lands. Pampas grass spreads
by seed and by plant fragments.

DESCRIPTION: Pampas grass
is a large perennial grass that can
grow up to 13 feet tall. Pampas grass
grows in a clump, or tussock. The
leaves, which grow up to 6 feet long,
are folded at the mid-vein and are
gray-green or bluish-green in color.
The flowers are produced in long (1-4
foot), silver to white plumes at the end
of stalks. Pampas grass flowers in
August and September. The female

plants produce showier flowers, so the
nursery industry has selected more for
these plants. However, male plants
are also produced in some areas,
allowing viable seed to be produced.
New plants can also develop from
root fragments. Once established,
the root system of pampas grass can
reach up to 13 feet in diameter and
11 feet deep, and plants can live for
15 years.

MANAGEMENT

OPTIONS:

Pampas grass can be controlled using
mechanical and chemical control.
Small infestations can be controlled
by hand digging and pulling, but
care must be taken to remove the
entire crown and top section of roots.
Material should be removed from the
site to prevent any
from
re-rooting.
Herbicides, or a
combination
of
cutting
followed
by an herbicide
application,
can
also be used to
control
pampas
grass.
Contact
the
weed
control
board for chemical
recommendations.

Pampas/jubata grass infestation in California.
Photo courtesy of Sharon Beals--Shelterbelt Builders Inc.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

Advance Training - September 27, 2007
Thursday, September 27, at the Fox Hall here in Bellingham is the date
for the Annual Fall Whatcom County Master Gardener Advance Training.
Speakers for this year’s event include Daniel Mosquin, Dr. John Stark, Fred
Berman and Ciscoe Morris. Look in your mail box at the end of July/first of
August for the Advance Training brochure.
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Scholarships
The Master Gardener Foundation of Whatcom County congratulates three outstanding Whatcom County
students who have won scholarships to pursue studies in agriculture, horticulture and related fields. The following
students will each receive a $1,000.00 toward their college education: Melissa Vander Hoek, Lynden Christian
High School, to study Animal Science at Dordt College in Iowa; Brandon Larsen, Mount Baker High School, for
Natural Resources Studies at Green River Community College; and Clay Pehl, second year student in Landscape
Architecture at Washington State University.
Each year the Master Gardener Foundation uses a portion of its spring garden sale funds to provide
scholarships to area students. This is the third time such scholarships have been awarded.

Hovander Report by David Simonson
Many hands have once again performed the “Hovander miracle.” It is always amazing to see winterravaged beds of winter rye, grass and weeds transformed into showy demonstration projects! The miracle, of
course, is performed by many Master Gardener volunteers!
This has been a year of changes for the Master Gardener Demonstration Garden at Hovander Homestead
Park that include:
--A new dahlia garden out by the entry road.
--A medicinal herb garden along side the dahlia garden.
--A “display garden” on the south side of the house where the dahlias were before.
--The former corn maze is now the corn “vortex.” Figure that!
As usual, we have our ongoing projects: Weed ID garden, veggie garden, herb beds, perennial beds, native
plant garden and the pumpkin patch.
We continue workdays on Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 9 till noon. Come out and lend a hand
keeping our projects looking first class!

Hovander Master Gardening Garden Spots
What is happening at the Hovander Master Gardening garden spots?
Well first, Dick Porter and his crew installed a new dahlia garden spot and it’s an excellently laid out
garden. Now the people will be amazed to see the beautiful dahlia flowers even before they park their cars.
Second, a committee of three Master Gardeners, Sandra Bowens, Bill Baldwin and John Van Miert came
up with the idea to start a medicinal/culinary herb garden with the theme Herbs in History. They received and
appreciated the spontaneous support from the Whatcom Recreational Park Staff, especially the Hovander Park
Ranger, Mr. Dennis Conner, and the Master Gardeners Foundation Board. Chief Hovander Coordinator, David
Simonson granted them the right to claim some of the pumpkin field (as no more work for him was involved!).
Thank you David, they promise to be good tenants.
The committee would like to thank the following Master Gardeners for donating some of the plants used
in the Herb Garden: Karen Gilliam, Candi Ambrosio, Linda DeBoer, Marcy of Garden Spot, Bill Baldwin, Sandra
Bowens, John Van Miert, and Erica Garat. Thank you! Also thanks to Dick Porter for the use of his pickup truck to
get the bark.
Last but not least, thank you to Joe Kelly and Dave Manning for their skilled carpentry and good advice
about the bench. The Herb Garden Committee invites you to take a look to the new addition. After the annual
potluck, Sandra and John will be available to answer all your questions about herbs.
Watch for detailed information about the plants in the “Herbs in History” garden in next month’s
newsletter.
For the committee, John Van Miert
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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