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THANK YOU, AL MCHENRY

CALENDAR

Al McHenry stepped down as WSU Whatcom
County Extension Master Gardener Program
Coordinator December 3rd. I want to sincerely
thank Al for his steady husbandry of the MG
program for the past seventeen years. Whatcom
County provides just minimal funds for the MG
Program Coordinator which has never been even
close to adequate to manage the program here.
As a result, Al McHenry has consistently been the
MG volunteer who contributes the most hours,
year after year after year. I can think of no one
who has contributed more to the Whatcom County
Master Gardener program. Al has indicated that
he will continue his volunteer contributions and
we all look forward to his continued contributions.
Thank you, Al.
~ Craig MacConnell

WELCOME JILL COTTON
Jill Cotton has assumed the position of Master
Gardener Program Coordinator for WSU Whatcom
County Extension, effective December 3. Jill has
been a Whatcom County Master Gardener since
1997. For the past many years, Jill has taken on the
responsibility for assisting with the new volunteer
training as well as coordinating the Whatcom MG
office clinic. Jill has a big job ahead of her and I
hope you all can welcome and support her in her
new responsibilities. Welcome Jill.
~ Craig MacConnell

Master Gardeners provide public education in gardening
and home horticulture based on research-based information
from Washington State University Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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`TIS THE SEASON

YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER

Now that the holiday season
is over, the real catalogs start to
appear in the mail. These are the
ones with all of the beautiful pictures
of produce and flowers you long
to see in your own yard. Glance
through them, and then put them
aside for a rainy day when nothing
can be done in the yard. Look for
some new and interesting items to
plant a trial row. It is always good
for your interest to plant, and try
some new and interesting varieties
that are now on the market. If you
and yours absolutely cannot eat
the results, be quite about it and
give them to friends, relatives and
neighbors. If all else fails, there
is always the food bank which is
a good for any extra produce from
your garden. Above all, enjoy your
garden. Plan your garden and then
get your seeds ordered.
January is the time to begin
looking for the unwelcome visitors
in the yard. The Colorado blue
spruce is an excellent choice for
your garden if you live in Colorado.
Here, they tend to be attacked by
aphids in the middle of the winter
and leave you with a bare branched
tree. Inspect your spruce trees for
the small green aphids that caused
the previous season’s needles to
drop. If you find them, then check
with the Whatcom County Extension
service for control methods. It is
also the time of year to considering
your dormant spraying. As a general
rule, you will need a minimum of one
spray and up to three, depending on
your problem. Consult your local
nursery person. When you get your
spray home, read the label carefully
and follow the directions exactly.
Many deciduous plants that bear
fruit and flowers in the spring need
pruning now and through February.
The reasons for pruning are many:
to cut off the sick and dead branches
that are no longer hidden by leaves;
to affect the yield and size of the
fruit; to affect flower production, and
to improve overall health and form
in preparation for spring growth.
Some basic guidelines include
cutting branches that cross or grow
too close together, allowing light and
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

air in. Generally severe pruning will
produce larger flowers or fruit, while
lighter pruning will produce more
of the above, but smaller. With the
winds we have been having it is a
good idea to keep watch on your
trees for broken branches that need
care.

Check the mulch around shrubs
and trees and make sure it isn’t right
up against the stem or trunks. Mice
may use the protection of the mulch
to eat away at the bark and the
cambium. Keep all mulches several
inches away from the base of the
plants.

Must haves for pruning chores
include a pair of shears that can be
used for general work long handled
shears also called loppers and a
pruning saw. When purchasing your
tool, go for quality over quantity. It
will pay you in the long run.

Be sure to check that any plants
under the shelter of the overhang of
your home have enough moisture in
the soil. It is not unusual for such
plants to suffer drought damage in
the winter. Dig down past the top
inch or so to make sure the entire
root zones are moist, and if they are
not, water them.

Speaking of tools, on the days
you can’t work out of doors that is
the time to go over your tools and
give them any care they need.
Clean and disinfect your tools. Oil
and sharpen those that need it.
Sand and paint the handles of your
tools in bright colors so there are no
splinters and you will be able to find
them.
If you have roses or trees on your
list n your yard plan, now is the time
to buy them bare root. Don’t buy by
price alone. For trees, look for older,
bigger, and nicely branching stock.
Generally speaking older trees (two
and three years old), though more
expensive, will bear fruit and flowers
sooner than a younger one. And,
though you might easily find bareroot plants sold pre-packages in
plastic bags, shop for stock sitting
freely in raised beds filled with
sawdust. Also try to purchase bareroot before its grown leaves. These
can be planted anytime if the ground
is not frozen. They will establish
themselves quickly in your garden.
Know the signs of an oncoming
hard frost. Nights will be still, dry
and clear enough to see the stars.
In this event, create shelters, move
container plants beneath overhangs
and cover plants that are out in the
open. For smaller plants, place a
cardboard box with the bottom cut
out over a plant; open the top during
the day to allow in light and air. For
larger plants, use burlap or shade
cloth around and over three tall
stakes surrounding the plant.

Lawns need special care also.
Try to avoid walking on frozen lawn.
It may damage the grass. Rake up
any fallen leaves that pile on the
lawn to prevent suffocation of grass.
Scatter snow instead of piling it up
on the lawn next to the drives and
walks. After a wet spell, inspect
the lawn for waterlogged areas and
make a note for future remedial
action. Don’t do anything now as
you will do more harm than good.
Rhubarb roots are completely
dormant and can be divided to
provide more plants or discard the
central woody parts and replanting
young crowns can revive older
clumps. Dig over the plot and
incorporate plenty of organic with
a good general fertilizer. Mulch
the plot with 12 to 18 inch layer of
compost or straw mixed manure.
Don’t harvest from young plants
until next year to allow for strong
development.
Remember our feathered friends
by supplying food and water for
them.
In light of recent world
developments, maybe you can find a
corner to plant a red, white and blue
arrangement of petunias, pansies or
sweet peas.
Have a good new year and do
the Chinese way and have all your
debts paid so you can start a new
year in good fiscal health.
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GARDENERS’ JOURNAL:
CONTAINER GARDENING

BY JOANNE ROOSE

Container Gardening can be a
beautiful experience. You don’t need
expert knowledge to do container
gardening. If you have any house
plants in your house, you already
have been container gardening. You
can plant containers outdoors with a
minimum amount of-time and create a
new-look, whether it be on your deck,
balcony, window sill, or by your front
or back door entrance. Unlike plants
growing in your garden, containers
can be moved very easily; up front
when the plants are blooming, in
the back when they have finished
blooming. Also, plants in containers
can provide color, fragrance, texture
and the enjoyment of flowers blooming
close by.
Containers that are unusual or just
good plant containers can be found
in junk stores, nurseries, garage or
estate sales. It is amazing how you
will learn rather rapidly what to do with
a container that you have picked up
at a garage sale and exciting to see it
when the plants have been planted in
the container. Each container can be
filled with a different group of plants
giving your container gardening its
color, charm, and beauty. There
are many beautiful containers out
there that can be arranged on your
landscape and, using an assortment
of plants, gives your landscape
a beautiful look. Imagination and
planted containers in your yard can
surround you with inspiration and
artistic beauty. The containers can
provide colored structure with different
types of plants together giving beauty
to your property. You will need a good
compost (soil mix), and healthy plants
to achieve the look that you desire,
but you must remember to regularly
feed and water them, watching to be
sure that pests and diseases don’t
kill them. I find that most plants that
grow outdoors and are brought into
the house to grow have a difficult job
changing to the new environment. I
only grow house plants in my house
that want to live there and be happy.
What kind of plants can one use
in a fairly, large container? If you look
at any of your gardening books that
provide information about container
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growing, you can mix plants of all
sizes and color; you need to be
careful that the plants that go into a
container beautify so that when you
get done planting, the container will
provide your goal of having something
different to inspire you and the
people that see it. You need Annuals,
Perennials, Dwarf Evergreens, Bulbs.
You can plant seasonal flowers so that
your containers are always changing,
giving a different look. In Whatcom
County, we are fortunate to have
a lot of nurseries that have people
who are very knowledgeable about
container gardening. Most of them
will take the time to help you achieve
the desired look that you want after
the plants have grown. We are also
fortunate to be able to grow any type
of plant. Most of the time our winter
have a moderate climate, so that if we
plant containers, we can just leave
them through the winter; then, in the
spring, we can throw away what has
died and replenish the containers with
some new plants. Once in a while
we get a cold winter in which there is
snow and Northeast winds. This wind
is so dry that it takes the moisture out
of the leaves and can damage your
plants. .Actually it is sometimes a
good thing when it snows because it
covers the plants keeping the plants
moist, protecting them from the harsh
winds. When you plant your container,
you will have to have some plants in it
that provide height, space filling, and
plants that trail over the side of the
container to achieve a well rounded
look, paying attention to color, size,
and structure.
Here are a few plants that work
in containers, but remember you can
plant just about anything. When you
purchase your plants, pay attention to
the information that is provided with
the plant that gives you instructions
on what can be done with that
plant. Having plants in your garden
is a continuing education because
there is so much to learn. There are
annuals such as Petunias, Lobelia,
Verbena, Bacopa, Thymes, and other
Herbs such as Rosemary, Lavenders,
Santalina, Curry.
Container height plants such as

Hostas, Lilies, Canna, Asparagus
Fern, Grasses. Sedums such as
Autumn Joy, Mexican Feather Grass,
Heavenly Bamboo.
Plants that fill: Geraniums, Ferns,
Variegated
annuals,
perennials,
Dianthus, Coleus, Ivy Geraniums,
Daises,
Daylily,
Snapdragon,
Coreopsis. Herbs such as: Santalina,
Thymes, French Tarragon, Lavender,
Sage, Curry.
A lot of groundcovers that are
Evergreens will cover your landscape
within a short amount of time.
Plants that trail: Million Dollar
Petunias, Wave Petunias, Lobelia,
Verbena, Bacopa, Alysum, Vinca
Minor.
Most plants can be planted in full
sun, but some require shade, so be
sure to read your plant instructions.
Some people, rather than purchase
small plants prefer to sow seeds and
take cuttings. They have the time to
garden this way; others prefer to buy
their bedding plants at Nurseries to
save time. Gardening is an ongoing
education because there is so much to
learn. Container planting is only one
small aspect of it. Having containers
can be easier on your body; you don’t
have to crawl on your knees!
I personally like having a garden.
I find it stimulating as I work outdoors
to become one with nature. To listen
to the birds, see the beauty, while
nurturing the plants. I have dole
several gardens and am, at the
present time, working on another
garden. Every garden you do will be
different because of the space that
you have to work with.
I, also, love the seasons which
bring different flowers. I like container
gardening because of the beauty that
you can achieve. You will be amazed
watching your plants grow and a
sense of accomplishment and pride
in what you have done to help make
your home a beautiful place to live.
So buy some gardening books this
winter and start planning your garden
for next spring. Use containers filled
with plants for those corners or
places where you possibly could lot
plant, otherwise. Have fun and enjoy
yourself.
Weeder’s Digest

GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

SPRINGTAILS (VARIOUS GENUS AND SPECIES)
BY COLLEEN BURROWS
Closeup of Springtail. For more information go to http://www.
extension.umn.edu/yardandgarden/YGLNews/YGLN-July1503.html
photo courtesy of University of Minnesota, Department of Entomology

This time of year in the
Pacific Northwest moisture is an
unavoidable condition outside,
and sometimes inside the home.
Springtails are insects that thrive
in these moist conditions. They
may appear as a swarming mass
of soot along the concrete, as one
Master Gardener noticed outside
of her home recently. They are
considered a nuisance pest
– obviously more of a nuisance
when they are in a bathroom or
kitchen than outside on a sidewalk.
Sometimes springtails are found
on the snow and are commonly
called “snow fleas”.
These tiny insects look like
fleas in that they jump quite high,
but are soft-bodied instead of
having an exoskeleton like the
flea. Their jumping mechanism is
a structure that is tucked in under
the end of their abdomen– this taillike organ acts like a catapult and

can allow the springtail to launch
up to several inches high. They
are from 1/16 to 1/8 inch in length
and vary in color from light to
dark. The ones that were brought
into the office are about 1/16 inch
long and a dark brown color. All
springtails have three pairs of legs
and no wings.
Springtails are found in many
environments around the world
and they feed on algae, fungi,
and decaying plant material.
Few species feed on living plant
material such as leaves and roots
so they are rarely a problem in the
garden.
The lifecycle of the springtail
follows simple metamorphosis.
They go through egg, nymph
and adult life stages. Adult and
immature stages are identical,
with adults being larger than the
nymph stages.

Management of this nuisance
pest can come from prevention and
treatment. Prevention can be done
by keeping environments dry. This
is especially useful inside the home.
The use of a fan or dehumidifier will
work well. Springtails may also be
found on the surface of the soil of
houseplants; avoid overwatering
and allow the soil to dry out between
waterings to avoid this being a
problem. In outside environments,
clean up excess leaves or moist
areas where springtails may be
abundant. Dead springtails can be
collected with a vacuum cleaner.
Some insecticides, such as
household aerosol insecticides, are
registered for use on springtails, but
they are not recommended since
this pest can be avoided through
good prevention techniques.

Thank you and Farewell!
Hi everyone, as many of you know I will not be continuing as Master Gardener Program Coordinator.
So I thought it would be a good time to thank all of you for making my time in this position most
enjoyable. I have learned a lot and hope to learn a lot more. So I will come to volunteer in the office
one day a week, and not abandon you completely. I hope to volunteer for some of the other fun
projects such as the annual grafting clinic, plant sale, and others.
During the last 17 years (that long?) together we have made some progress in helping the public
with their home gardening problems, and while helping others we acquired more knowledge for
ourselves. So now maybe I can put that knowledge to practice. This will be in the form of helping
my son in his Organic Greenhouse raising cucumbers, tomatoes, and squash. There are a lot of
challenges growing vegetables organically and that is appealing to me also.
I want to sincerely thank all of you for helping me with our past work. Most particularly the office
staff of Cheryl Kahle and Karrie Neuhauser, who saved my life many times.
Don’t forget that I will still be around to bug you from time to time.
See you soon, Al McHenry
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
JIMSONWEED – DATURA STRAMONIUM
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT:
Jimsonweed, also
called thorn-apple, angel’s trumpet
and devil’s trumpet, is probably a
native of eastern North America, but
its origins are not clear. This plant
has now become naturalized in many
areas of the world. It generally grows
in disturbed soils, such as in fallow
fields, croplands, dry rangelands,
construction areas and vacant lots.
Jimsonweed does best in sunny
locations with fertile soil, but can survive
under less favorable conditions. All
parts of the plant are toxic, causing
hallucinations, convulsions and death,
depending on the amount ingested,
and the sap can cause a skin rash
in some people. Children have been
poisoned by sucking the nectar out of

the base of the flower or by ingesting
the seeds. This plant has been used
as a hallucinogenic drug, but users
can easily overdose. Jimsonweed
reproduces by seed and each plant
can produce up to 50 fruit and 25,000
seeds. It can be spread through
contaminated seed, crops and soil.
Since capsules and seeds can float
for 10 hours, dispersal through water
also occurs.

DESCRIPTION:
Jimsonweed
is an annual in the same family as
nightshade, potato and tomato. It
grows up to 5 ft. tall, with smooth,
branched stems that are green or
purple. Leaves are alternate, large, and
unevenly toothed or shallowly lobed,
resembling oak leaves. The white to
purplish, trumpet-shaped flowers are
3½ to 8 inches long. Jimsonweed
flowers from June to September, with
the flowers opening in the evening, to
accommodate the moths that pollinate
them. Brown or black kidney-shaped

seeds are borne in prickly egg-shaped
capsules, which are 1 to 2 inches
long. The capsules are green and
rubbery initially, becoming brown and
hard as they mature. The capsules
eventually split open, allowing release
of the seeds. The plant has a strong,
unpleasant odor, however, the flowers
are fragrant.

MANAGEMENT

OPTIONS:

Jimsonweed can be controlled
through mechanical and chemical
means. Since jimsonweed is an
annual, preventing seed production
will help prevent future infestations.
For small infestations, plants can be
hand dug. If controlling the plants
through tillage, work should be done
before seed production begins.
Mowing can also be used to prevent
seed production. For site-specific
chemical recommendations, contact
the weed control board.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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Thank you!!!!!
This is a thank you note from Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley that she requested we
pass along to all Master Gardeners.
I hope you will pass along to the Master Gardener Foundation adn to those in the
office my deep gratitude fort he honor of being chosen this year’s recipient of the
John VanMiert Award.
It seems to me that I’ve iven so little to Master Gardners and receivesd so much in
return. I’m deeply moved by the honor of this award and value it tremendously. Being
recognized in this way by such an accomplished group of peopleI admire leaves me
speechless. So I wil just closed with Thank you!
Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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