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Hello everyone!
This is such a busy month in the garden, and
I’d like to extend my appreciation to each of you
who took the time to put in some volunteer hours.
Whether you were double digging at Hovander,
teaching the 4-H youth or involved in your own
neighborhood project, my hat is off to you!
I consider it a part of my job to help you make
community service meaningful and convenient for
you personally. If you have any ideas you’d like to
get involved with, please let me know how I can
be of help. I know many of you are working on
things on your own. That’s great! Please let me
know what you’re doing so I can be sure you get
credit for it and so that the Master Gardeners get
the recognition we deserve.
I’d especially like to thank my dedicated Training
Team-Loretta Hogg, Linda Bergquist, Kathy
Mitchell, and Kathy Barrett, who attended every
class and were there to lend moral support to our
‘sprouts’ -and to me, too! Big thanks also go to
the Plant ID group who provided plant samples to
the new class and were always around to answer
their questions.
Volunteer Opportunities:
As summer approaches, things are picking
up in the office. We always need people to
answer the phone and greet our clients who
drop by. Please don’t feel like you need to
know all the answers to be useful. None of
us does. We all learn by doing the research!

I’ll keep putting new opportunities out on the
list serve as I hear of them. I’m so pleased by the
responses I’ve been getting. Remember, you are
always encouraged to come up with your own ideas
when you see issues which you can address. They
don’t all need to be big projects-as long as they involve
educating the public, helping out with the program
or the Foundation; we’ll be able to make it work!
Happy Gardening!
~ Jill Cotton
Just a reminder that Craig MacConnell will be out
of the office until October 1. He is on Sabbatical.

Master Gardeners provide public education in gardening
and home horticulture based on research-based information
from Washington State University Extension.
“Cultivating Plants, People and Communities since 1973”

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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`TIS THE SEASON

YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER

After snow on the first of April,
we have arrived. Is there a more
beautiful spot in the spring than
our Northwest? Bulbs are mostly
gone by now, but the blooming
plants, such as the rhododendrons
and azaleas are in their glory.
It is time to look around, take
stock of your yard with an eye to
next year’s bulb needs. Also, on
your to-do list, is to cut back any
flower stems. Keep the leaves
so they act as a food source for
next year’s blooms. To keep your
beds attractive during this period,
interplant with colorful annuals.
When selecting annuals at the
nursery, here are a few tips to keep
in mind. Look for bushy, compact
plants. Spindly, sparse plants may
be root-bound or grown in poor
light. Check the roots; see if there
are roots growing out the drain
holes of the plant. If none are
showing, gently remove the plant
and see if the roots are growing in
a circular pattern. Either of these
signs means the plant has been
in the pot too long. Look for a
plant with lush leaves. Look for
leaf discoloration like yellowing
or a purple cast. These mean the
plant has had poor care, or may
even have been cold damaged.
Inspect the flowers to be sure the
plant you are buying has the right
flower color for the specific garden
use you have in mind. Choose a
plant that is not in bloom but has
plenty of buds. This will leave
more energy the plant can direct
toward establishing a healthy root
system.
With the above points in mind,
go and choose your plants. Be
sure there is a spot prepared for
your treasures once you get them
home. If you can’t plant them
immediately, have a holding area
for them out of direct sun and keep
them well watered.
Now is the time to prune early
flowering deciduous shrubs. They
need this treatment as soon as
they have finished flowering. A
good rule is to thin out one third
of the oldest canes at ground
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

level. Then cut back one third of
the remaining branches by one
third of their length. This applies
to forsythia, spirea and weigelia as
well as to the later blooming mock
oranges and deutzia.
No perennials are fool proof;
quite a few of them will perform
admirably with very little care. For
a sunny, well drained spot, plant
Daylilies, Black-eyed Susans,
Gaillardia, or Autumn Joy sedum
as fairly safe choices. For a
shady, moist place, give hostas,
Christmas fern, or Lily of the Valley
a try.
Dahlias, cannas, geraniums
and begonias can all be planted by
now. If you have peonies, phlox,
or other clumping perennials that
tend to flop over when they bloom,
here is one method to keep them
standing tall all summer long.
When tender shoots appear in
the spring, carefully stake out a
rectangle or square of chicken wire
suspended above them on four or
more small wooden posts stuck in
the soil. The the plants will grow
up and through the grid.
Lawns need a bit of TLC at this
time of year. It is the start of the
regular mowing season. Start
mowing about 2 inches high for
most lawns or 1 inch for bent grass
lawns. “Grass cycle” by leaving
the clippings for the free fertilizer.
Mulching mowers do the best job.
If your lawn is in poor condition,
aerate, overseed, and top-dress
with ½ inch of compost. Fertilize
lawns, if it is needed, in late
May with natural organic or slow
release fertilizer. Moss will infest
shady, compacted or stressed
turf. Leave it as it is or spot-treat
with some of the less toxic moss
control products.
If you have a problem with holly
leafminer, this month is the time
to control the problem. If you are
inclined to use an insecticide, the
month of May is the only time to
try to get them. Read the label
before you buy or use insecticide.
To be an approved insecticide the
name of the problem, in this case,

Leafminer, must be on the label.
Now is the time to be
exceptionally aware of emerging
slugs. Baby slugs are coming out
now. They may be small, but they
have big appetites.
The end of the heating season
is here, and it is a good idea to
place some of your house plants
out side, but they would all enjoy
a bath. Yes, you can give your
African Violets a bath; just make
sure they are dry before you put
them back in their regular spot.
Azalea or rhododendrons:
All azaleas are rhododendrons,
members
of
the
genus
Rhododendron.
But not all
rhododendrons
are
azaleas.
Although some people make a
big deal of differentiating one
from the other, azaleas and
rhododendrons are much the
same. Some are evergreen and
some are deciduous (though more
azaleas than rhododendrons are
deciduous). While azaleas never
have scales, as rhododendrons
sometimes do, they can have hairs.
So, what is the big difference?
Rhododendrons generally have 10
stamens, while azaleas have five.
That’s it. So, if you really want to
tell rhododendrons from azaleas,
look closely at the flowers. Another
mystery solved.
We have another bug to worry
about. The West Nile virus which
affects some wild birds (including
crows, jays and ravens), horses
and humans, is transmitted by
mosquitoes. You need to carefully
check over your yard and garden
for any standing water, even small
amounts. If you have a birdbath,
be sure to keep the water fresh.
Mosquitoes are the most active
on still days, in the early morning
and shady places at dusk. If you
have a fishpond with fish, they will
eat the larva. Mosquitoes prefer
to lay eggs in still water. Check
for standing water in buckets,
an unscreened rain barrel or a
clogged gutter, for example.
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GARDENERS’ JOURNAL:
A WOODLAND RETREAT

BY LINDA MARRS
Here in the Pacific NW, woodlands
are still a vital component of our
aesthetic and ecological tapestry
and offer a wonderful opportunity
to immerse oneself in yet another
aspect of nature’s cycles of decay
and regeneration. Whether strolling
through
old-growth
forests
or
collaborations such as Cornwall Park,
one is humbly reminded that Nature
really holds the ‘Upper hand’. And yet
… and yet, as gardeners (as homo
sapiens!), we do derive inspiration
from such exposure and strive to
translate and express our responses
on our personal canvas, selecting
our palette of coloration and defining,
modifying, and accentuating these
dynamics of order and chaos.
As a child I was an avid explorer of
the rural countryside surrounding our
small New England farm, and most
enticing was the wooded area that lay
beyond an expanse of open meadow.
The allure was no doubt enhanced by
a fascination with Grimm’s fairy tales
and a perverse reaction to parental
admonitions to “Stay out of THE
WOODS!!” Well … I’m not ‘out of the
woods’ yet but I’d scarcely discourage
further exploration in others—with
proper supervision (of course!).
Regardless of scale, there are
some definite considerations in
creating a woodland sanctuary or
areas within one’s yard that reflect its
unique character:
Site: The landscaping challenge
here is to attempt to make the transition
from yard to woodland as seamlessly
as possible with a consideration of
topography, including orientation
of slopes (if any), exposure, and
drainage. A huge variance, of course,
being whether one is adjacent to wild
land or encroaching development.
Soil: Ideally, the top 3’ will be
composed of loose, fertile, acidic
soil with good moisture retention
(in an ideal world!). Meanwhile, if
you happen to live in an area where
nature has taken a different course
geologically,-- and you don’t have
access to a tractor,-- creating a 46” layer of decayed vegetation (leaf
mold, pine-needles, compost) will
gradually replicate these conditions.
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Climatic Conditions: Typically,
woodlands are cooler in summer and
milder in winter than many surrounding
areas, with higher relative humidity
and moisture retention, enhanced by
dew & fog.
Light and Shade: With partial
shade being defined as 4-6 hours
of ‘sun’ light/day, the balance
and placement of deciduous and
evergreen/coniferous
trees
&
shrubs is a major consideration in
establishing or modifying a woodland
retreat. Clearly, seasonal variables
will greatly alter the degree of filtered
light beneath deciduous plantings and
light will be more prevalent and diffuse
at the perimeter.
Whether establishing or modifying
a woodland area, the larger trees,
preferably in groupings of 3-5, define
and enclose your garden space,
creating a framework of natural forms
and shapes. This canopy can be
modified with selective removal/limbing
& thinning to allow more sunlight and
hence further encourage diversity as
well as enhance silhouettes.
Your selection of smaller, fastergrowing (understory) trees will help
to create illusions of depth & shade
patterns, along with contrasts of
foliage, textures of bark, and seasonal
coloration of fruits, flowers, & berries
for year-round appeal. Vine maple
(Acer circinatum) and mountain ash
(Sorbus acuparia) are highly-adaptable
enhancements to this habitat as are
many of the Japanese maples (Acer

Mountain Ash
(Sorbus Acuparia)

palmatum) as beautifully displayed at
our own Big Rock Gardens. Mountain
hemlock (Tsuga mertensiana) is an
elegant shade-tolerant conifer with
soft grey-green foliage and purplish
cones for a woodland setting.

The choice and addition of shrubs
as accents of color and fragrance as
well as privacy screens is one of the
most exciting phases of creating a
woodland landscape, it seems to me,
largely due to the array of such plants
that thrive in this environment. Some
early-spring flowering natives like
Indian-plum or osoberry (Oemleria
cerasiformis), with it chartreuse
foliage and delicate white blooms, or
red-flowering currant
(Ribes sanguineum)
are
a
welcome
change from winter’s
flowering
austerity, as is the Redcurrant
stem coloration of the
red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea).
While deer are very fond of dogwood,
this species seems to thrive despite
some rather arbitrary ‘pruning’. Witch
hazels (Hammelis spp.) add some
unexpected color and fragrance and
Hydrangea spp., the climbing variety,
loves semi-shade), pieris, many
rhododendrons and azaleas thrive in
the filtered light and acidic soil of a
woodland garden. Nandina domestica
(heavenly bamboo) displays redtoned leaf coloration year-round,
an accommodating form and size,
and sprays of scarlet-red berries in
autumn. And there are many others.
Any discussion of flora well-suited
to the woodland habitat must include
shade-loving perennials and a vast
array of herbaceous plants flourish
in these cool, moist, humus-rich, and
acidic conditions.
Evergreen groundcovers such
as wild ginger (Asarum canadensis)
and
periwinkle
(Vinca major) can
enhance rotting tree
stumps & roots while
suppressing weeds.
Wood sorrels (Oxalis
periwinkle
spp.) display vibrant
green shamrock-shaped leaves as
a carpet for taller anemones with
their contrasting lobed foliage and
more prominent show of flowers.
Our western bleeding heart (Dicentra
formosa) lends a delicate presence
with dainty fern-like leaves and arched
racemes of mauve-magenta flowers.
Continue on page 7
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

SOWBUGS AND PILLBUGS
BY COLLEEN BURROWS

The common sowbug, Oniscus asellus.
By R. D. Akre

Like alien creatures, sowbugs
and pillbugs hide in the dark
crevasses of the garden. Are they
friends? Are they foes? They may
be both.
Sowbugs
(Porcellio
sp.
and Oniscus sp.) and pillbugs
(Armadillidium
sp.)
are
crustaceans, not insects, more
closely related to crabs and
shrimp, which may be why they
seem so out of place in a garden.
Both measure from ¼ inch to 3/8
inch long when fully grown and
have several legs. Sowbugs are
gray in color. Pillbugs are bluishblack and can roll up into a ball
when they are disturbed and show
only their armor.
Adult sowbugs and pillbugs
breed usually in the spring. The
females lay eggs and carry these
in a pouch. Young hatchlings are
miniature versions of the adults.
They remain in the pouch for a
couple of months and develop
to full adulthood in about a year.
These crustaceans may live up to
three years.
From a general ecosystem
point of view, sowbugs and
pillbugs are considered beneficial.
They eat rotting wood and other
rotting material and contribute to
recycling nutrients.
From a garden point of view,
sowbugs and pillbugs can be a
pest. They are often found in dark
and damp areas of the garden and
will sometimes scare the unaware
gardener. They usually do little
damage to the garden, but can
chew the stems of new seedlings,
especially when they are laying on
damp soil.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

To reduce the population size
of these critters, several non-toxic
strategies exist.
• Limit their habitat: clean
out those dark hiding places and
remove organic debris
• Reduce
damp
areas:
irrigate early in the day so that soil
and plants have a chance to dry
out before night
• Reduce the temptations:
keep fruit and vegetables off of
the moist soil, where sowbugs and
pillbugs (as well as slugs) cannot
easily get to them.
• Start seedlings indoors
and bring them out when they are
hardy enough to resist any feeding
damage.

Sowbugs and pillbugs, (Isopoda).
Photo by B. M. Drees,
Texas A&M University.

• Collect the critters: roll up
a newspaper tube and leave it
on the soil surface. Collect it in
the morning and shake out the
sowbugs.
• Chemical controls are
available, but are most likely not
necessary for this low-damage
pest.

The common pillbug, Armadillidium vulgare.
By A. L. Antonelli

Web Resources:
WSU Extension: Sowbugs and Pillbugs by Art Antonelli
http://www.puyallup.wsu.edu/plantclinic/resources/pdf/
pls113sowbugs_pillbugs.pdf
Oregon State University Extension: How to Discourage Sowbugs
and Pillbugs in the Garden
http://www.extension.org/pages/How+to+Discourage+Sowbugs+
and+Pillbugs+in+the+Garden
Texas A&M University Extension; Sowbugs and Pillbugs
http://insects.tamu.edu/fieldguide/cimg377.html
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
HERB ROBERT – GERANIUM ROBERTIANUM
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT:
Herb Robert,
a native of Eurasia and North
Africa, was introduced either as a
garden ornamental or a medicinal
plant, and has been present
in Washington since at least
1911. It has escaped cultivation
and is now widespread in some
areas of western Washington,
including Whatcom County. Herb
Robert
invades
undisturbed
forest understory, out competing
native plants and, in some cases,
becoming the only ground cover
plant. It also invades roadsides,
gardens, and other habitats ranging
form shady forests to dry, rocky
outcrops. It grows from sea level
to around 4000 feet. Herb Robert
spreads by seeding prolifically,
with the seeds being ejected from
the plant, to a distance of 15 to 20
feet. The seeds are attached to
a sticky thread, which can attach
to passing animals or people,
allowing for wider dispersal.

DESCRIPTION: Herb Robert
is a low growing geranium, either
sprawling along the ground or
growing upright to a height of 10
inches. It can grow as a winter
or spring annual, a biennial or a
perennial. The stems are often
dark red and are covered with
white, glandular hairs. The plants
have a somewhat sticky or oily feel
and the leaves give off a pungent
odor when crushed, leading to the
alternate common name of stinky
Bob. The light green leaves grow
at nodes on the stems, and are
highly dissected, with long stems.
The flowers have five petals and
are about ½ inch in diameter.
Flowers range in color from white
to magenta, although bright pink
is most common, and petals
often have lengthwise stripes of
a different shade. Herb Robert
flowers from early spring to late
fall. Each flower produces 5 seeds,
which are borne in a conspicuous,
long-beaked capsule, and the
drying of the capsule causes the
seeds to be ejected. The foliage
turns bright red in the fall. The
fern-like foliage of herb Robert is
sometimes confused with bleeding
heart. Herb Robert has nodes on

the stem at which the leaves and
flowers emerge. Bleeding heart
has smooth, hairless stems with
no nodes. Once flowers appear,
the species can easily be identified
as bleeding heart has distinctive
heart-shaped flowers.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
Herb Robert can be controlled
using mechanical or chemical
methods.
Due to its shallow
root structure, this plant is easily
pulled. For site-specific chemical
recommendations, contact the
Weed Control Board.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

Mini-Compost Classes
Compost Demonstration Site at Lakeway & Woburn
Cost is FREE
Saturday, May 10 & 24, 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, June 4 & 18, 7:00 p.m.
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Who:

Anyone who wants to compost at home.
All experience levels welcome.

How:

To sign up, call WSU Whatcom County
Extension, Phone: 360/676-6736 or
e-mail: joycej@wsu.edu
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/compost/
Weeder’s Digest

A Woodland Retreat, continued from page 4
Most of these selections are rhizomatous and can be invasive but not obnoxiously so, in my opinion.
We’re all familiar with low-growers like hostas, heucheras, hellebores, pulmonarias, and cranesbills (hardy
geraniums) plus an array of highly-individual ferns that flourish in our cool and often overcast NW
conditions. One of the stars of the early spring garden is Lathyrus vernus or spring vetchling, a
non-climbing member of the perennial pea family. With its well-behaved clumping growth habit,
and 12-16” stature, it adds a dramatic presence nonetheless with small yet intense spikes of
fuchsia blooms. It does prefer a partly-shady site as at the perimeter of the garden. Aquilegia
canadensis or wild columbine enjoys similar light and adds a dance of scarlet to the fabric of the
forest. A welcome addition for its evergreen and colorful heart-shaped foliage is the Epimedium
spp. (bishop’s hats); Free Spirit Nursery in Langley, B.C. weaves these beautifully into a woodland
setting and offers inspiration, as did Heronswood .
Ornamental grasses can soothe the spirit and the transition from a yard to a more naturalistic
setting. Two evergreen varieties that enjoy dense shade are Carex planteginea and Liriope. Drifts
of bulbs, interspersed with peripheral plantings and more sun, will surprise and delight throughout
the spring and naturalize year after year.
Lathyrus vernus
Hardscaping and furnishing with native materials can enhance the organic quality of your
woodland while providing habitat for wildlife and resting spots for contemplation and a unique blend of aesthetics and
ecology. Old trees invite woodpeckers & squirrels while brush piles, perhaps camouflaged with vegetation, provide
shelter for other small wildlife like rabbits. Fallen logs, decaying stumps, and partially-buried boulders can become
focal points, blanketed with lichens, ferns, moss, and small, yet spectacular, woodland plants such as Tricyrtis
(Toad lily). Terraces and meandering paths of bark, pine-needles, woodchips, and/or local stone will encourage
exploration and relaxation. A fun-filled book on embellishing a natural garden with innovative techniques, George
Schenk’s Gardening on pavement, tables, and hard surfaces is inspiring—and may well alter your attitude toward
moss. Similarly, a day trip to Wenatchee’s Ohme Gardens reveals a remarkable collaboration of human beings and
nature with its stone paths and benches, sylvan pools, and plantings of conifers and wildflowers.
The rather tenuous balance between aesthetics and ecology that is our pleasure and responsibility as gardeners
to maintain is, I feel, well-expressed by Rick Darke, author of The American Woodland Garden:
“Today, though the notion of wilderness lingers as an ideal, in fact our hand is evident everywhere and ‘all the
world’s a garden’. If that garden is to be eminently fit for human habitation while respecting the resources and
requirements of other living communities, its making will depend partly on an understanding of ecological principles
and partly on creative skills and techniques that are in the gardener’s domain.”

To All Master Gardener Plant Sale Volunteers
Thank you so much for giving up your Friday and/or Saturday. The plant sale couldn’t go on without you. Hopefully we are due a
couple of days of sunshine and that our sale will be as fun and successful as it has been in the past. For those of you who are new
to the sale, we thought we would give you a list of things to bring to the sale that will make your day more enjoyable.
Things to bring for your comfort:
1. Your Master Gardener name tag
2. Something to sit on (especially if you are a checker in the afternoon)
3. Sunscreen, hat or umbrella depending on the weather
4. Your lunch, or money to buy lunch.
5. Water proof shoes (if you come early in the morning)
We also have a wish list of things that help the sale to be more successful:
1. Cardboard boxes
2. Wheelbarrows and carts
3. Western Sunset Books clearly marked with your name
4. Card Table (please call me 676-9563 if you can provide one)
5. Ez-up or Pop-up style Shade Tent (please call if you can provide one)
6. Water can(s) to keep our beloved plants healthy (please clearly mark your name on your property)
And lastly we need:
1. Your labeled Plants—Plant labels are available at the greenhouse and they are free!
2. A snack to share on Friday---Cookies, baked goods, or fruit???
3. Raffle items—Contact Teri Booth to donate.
Thank you again for your help, The Plant Sale Crew
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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