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Hello everyone!
The sunshine and warm weather are not
only great for the garden, but good for the soul,
too! I hope you all are feeling as happy as I am.
Last month I told you about a couple of interesting
Master Gardener projects which have been done this
year. To continue on that theme, I wonder if you can
answer this question: When can a Master Gardener get
volunteer hours for going to a party ? The answer is,
of course, when it’s a Greener Garden Party! Haven’t
heard of a Greener Garden Party yet? This is an idea
dreamed up by our very own Joyce Jimerson, Master
Gardener and Master Composter coordinator. The way
it works is a member of the public invites his neighbors,
friends or group to spend a sociable afternoon or
evening in the garden learning about the topic of
his choice. We arrange to have Master Gardeners,
Master Composters, Backyard Habitat Mentors or
other volunteers attend the gathering to answer
questions, do demonstrations or whatever is called for.
By the time you receive this newsletter, Master
Gardeners will have participated in five parties,
including a Red Hat party in Blaine and neighborhood
gatherings in the Racine and Cornwall areas. Gloria
Perez and Norine Amend got together with a group in
Ferndale to learn about vegetable gardening in small
spaces, and Gloria has continued to work with the
group in the Ferndale Community Friendship Garden.
There is a ‘Mom’s Night Out’ party which will also
be held in Ferndale this week. I’m told this one will
involve worms, styrofoam cups and sunflower seeds!
For more details about the Greener Garden Parties,
please ask Luanne Williams, Betsy VanWeerdhuizen,
Edith Burke, Barbara Curry, Gloria Perez, Erica Garat,
Norine Amend , Susy Walker , Faye Agner, Christine
VanderWoude, Teresa Taylor-Oliver or Dawn LaTurco.
All of these ladies have represented us this year.

What a great idea Joyce came up with! Master
Gardeners get to interact with, and instruct, the public
without having to be intimidated by getting up in front
of a group to speak, and the public gets to learn about
gardening without having to sit through a class. Greener
Garden Parties are building community and neighborhood
bonds, and letting us put out the word about sustainable
garden practices and the master gardener program.
Thank you to everyone who has participated! If you
would like to volunteer to attend the next Greener
Garden Party, just watch for my emails. If you would
like to host a Greener Garden Party for your friends
or neighbors, get in touch and I’ll help you arrange it!
Until I speak with you again, Happy Gardening, everyone!
~ Jill Cotton

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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`TIS THE SEASON

YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER

It seems as though summer is
here. It got off to rather a stuttering
start with unexpected rain in July.
Now we can get on with our summer
plans. If you are going to be gone, be
sure and not leave signs of your being
away by having newspapers, etc. pile
up. Your neighbors will not thank you
for this. Maybe you can bribe one of
your friends/neighbors to take care of
watering and such while you are gone.
Tell them they can harvest from your
garden as a reward.
Now is the time to start planning
for your winter and fall garden. Plant
beets, cold crops (broccoli, cabbage,
collards, kale, kohlrabi), leeks, lettuce,
onions, peas, radishes, and spinach.
August is the best time to prune fruit
trees, as it can help prevent rampant
sprout growth next spring. Pruning at
this time removes many of the leaves
that transfer energy in fall to be used
by the tree for growth in the spring.
As long as you don’t remove more
than a third of the foliage, the energy
loss will not harm the tree. Prune
to give the tree a vase shape rather
than that of an umbrella. There is a
hormone that makes growth happen
at the highest point in the tree. If
the center is the highest point, you
get the Medusa effect with hundreds
of sprouts growing right out of the
middle. If the outer branches aim
upward, the hormone causes growth
where it is needed, at the tips of the
branches, and sprout growth will be
much less.
As a general rule, fruit trees don’t
need to be fertilized, instead, they
need to be watered regularly in order
to produce juicy, delicious fruit. As
with most trees, the best way to water
is with a soaker hose. The sun tends
to degrade soaker hoses, so don’t
forget to cover them with at least an
inch of mulch. As an added benefit,
the mulch will slow evaporation, cool
the soil temperatures and make the
water spread more evenly over the
root zone.
Trick to growing huge lilies
next year is to feed them now,
right after they quit blooming.
Food manufactured in the leaves is
sent down to be stored as energy in
the bulb. The more energy stored,
the bigger the bulb and the more
spectacular your lily display will be
next summer. Give your lilies a shot of
organic bulb food now, and you will be
rewarded with huge flowering stalks
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

next summer.
Powdery mildew is a common
problem this time of year. Odd as it
seems, the easiest way to prevent
this fungus is to water adequately.
Under-watered plants are highly
susceptible. Powdery mildew is the
only fungus that lives on the outside
of the leaves. Unlike other fungus
diseases, it can be easily controlled if
a spray is applied at the first sign of
the disease. (it is too late once the
leaves are covered.)
Bald-faces hornets are beneficial.
These are the bees that make paper
wasp nest in trees and shrubs like
rhododendrons. They are large, black
(white spots on the head and rump)
yellow jackets and eat lots of plant
eating bugs. For fun, watch them
hover just above the lawn looking for
crane flies. The crane fly hides in
the grass waiting for a chance to lay
her eggs. If she is spotted by a baldfaced hornet as she is taking off, the
hornet will swoop down and bite the
crane fly’s head off in mid air. Next
to be bitten off are the wings and the
legs. The remainder of the crane fly
is then taken back to the nest. Put
up warning signs and barricades to
make sure the kids and the dog don’t
go near the nest.
Tend your roses now. For a
second flush of bloom in fall, give
roses plenty of water during the warm
August days, and feed them with a
complete fertilizer. Also, apply iron
chelate if leaves look chlorotic (yellow
with green veins). Make certain the
soil is moist before applying and water
thoroughly afterward. Snip off old
blooms and rose hips; lightly shape
plants if necessary.
Uneven watering causes cracked
tomatoes. Cracked tomatoes are
not only unappetizing; they are also
quick to spoil. To avoid this problem,
keep your tomatoes watered. If they
are allowed to dry out and then are
watered, the plant takes up too much
too quickly, and the excess is stored in
the fruit. The fruit cracks because, as
the skin turns red, it also loses flexibility
and can’t expand to accommodate the
excess fluid. To solve the problem,
irrigate regularly and apply mulch to
keep the soil evenly moist.
Don’t pick the first tomato! Left to
ripen until slightly soft, tomatoes give
off a gas that will cause the rest of
your tomatoes to ripen much quicker.
So wait a wee bit longer. Your “over

the fence” neighbor will wonder at the
fact you are getting your tomatoes to
ripen in about half the time.
If you use a systemic weed killer,
such as Round-up, not only is it not
the best thing for the environment,
or our health, it is often less effective
in hot, dry weather. In order for it to
work, the plant needs to be actively
growing, because the weed is fooled
into thinking that the poison is food
or carbohydrates, which are then
transferred to the roots to be stored,
etc. Once in the roots, the poison
causes abnormal cell growth, killing
the plant.
You’re better off using
straight white vinegar, or one of the
vinegar-based weed killers, such
as Blackberry and Bush Blocker.
These products work best in hot, dry
weather.
Your plants will last better and take
less watering by mulching around the
roots to keep them cool. Mulch also
helps water soak into the soil rather
than run off and it slows evaporation.
Mulching can take the form of organic
material, such as shredded leaves,
which helps improve the soil as it
conserves moisture. Let the size of
your plant be your guide as to how
deep to spread it. The larger the plant,
the more mulch it can handle. You
do not want to bury your low growing
plants. If you do not have leaf mulch,
shredded wood or bark works fine. It
will not break down as fast to improve
the soil. Be careful about using stone
or gravel mulch. It can actually get
very hot and cause moisture to
evaporate rather than conserving it.
If you don’t already have a
compost pile, here is an easy way
to start one. To hold the compost,
join four 4-by4-foot square wood
pallets, (the kind used in home and
garden stores, often available free if
they are damaged) at the corners to
make a bottomless, open-topped box.
Toss in a blend of vegetable scraps
(everything from apple cores to carrot
tops) and garden waste, such as
grass clippings ad seedless weeds.
Water the pile to keep it as moist as a
wrung-out sponge, and turn it weekly
with a garden fork. You’ll have rich
compost in a couple of months. As
you tear out spent summer flowers
and vegetables, combine them with
the grass clippings and non-meat
kitchen waste to make compost for
your fall garden.
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THE MAKING OF A GARDEN (OR THE PERILS OF PAULINE’S GARDEN)
BY KATHY HARRISON

Even with the slowdown in
housing the past year or so, there
are still many people in Whatcom
County building new houses. This
means they start with, at best, some
grass and a few unimaginative
shrubs from the builder. It is up to
them to build the garden if they want
more.
This is intended as the first in a
series of articles, roughly twice a
year, describing my experiences in
turning a wild hillside into a garden.
It is definitely not a “how to” guide.
Many of you know much more than
I do about the right way to build a
garden. In fact, it may be more a
guide to what to avoid. But I will
try to tell the story as it happened,
including my mistakes and the
things I knew better than to do, but
did them anyway due to lack of time
and/or energy.
The story really starts a couple
of years ago when my husband
and I were looking for a home in
Whatcom County.
Being from
“flyover” country, we were shocked
by the prices of completed houses.
Then we noticed an ad for a two acre
lot in Ferndale. The price was high,
but we were getting desperate. We
took a look and fell in love with it.
The lot was steeply sloped, but
the views were fantastic. There
was plenty of blackberry, plus other
noxious weeds, but the neighbors
were wonderful. We bought it and
started dreaming of building our
own home.
In late May of 2007 the bulldozer
and backhoe showed up. I had
instructed the builder to save the
topsoil, which he promised he
would have the excavators do.
Unfortunately, although they saved
the topsoil from the building site
itself, they covered much more
topsoil with the subsoil from the
foundation excavation. Lesson 1:
Be there 100% of the time when
the dirt guys are working, even if it
means getting up at dawn.
Things went well through the
summer, and we were even ahead
of schedule in September. Then we
ran into some trouble. We couldn’t
4

finish the final grading until the
gas company ran their pipe to the
house, since it paralleled the drive.
The gas people said they would
be there two days after the builder
called them. Six weeks later, they
finally showed up. In the meantime,
the winter rains had started - so no
final grading until spring.
I figure this set back the start
of the garden at least six months.
I had planned to put down a thick
layer of wood chips over the winter
and start planting in spring. Instead,
I watched one of the wettest springs
in recent years push the schedule
into late May – a year after we broke
ground.
Our plan was to terrace the lot to
mimic the natural slope of the original
hill. We waited until there had been
no significant rain for a couple of
weeks and scheduled the dirt guys
to come back. As luck would have
it, the two days they could be there
we had a total of over an inch of
rain. The heavy equipment churned
the clay into mud. The topsoil was
spread like thin cake icing making
an impenetrable layer over the clay.
Once the rain stopped the whole
thing baked into adobe.
But at least we had seven
terraced levels plus a seasonal
stream. The garden terrain was
established and we love the look of
it. It has tremendous potential to be
an interesting garden.
Well, you work with what you
have. My first step was to get
something growing to prevent
erosion. I chose a mix of annual
clover, whose deeper taproots
should help break up the soil and
add to fertility, and annual rye for lots
of biomass. A spreader was out of
the question, since the ground was
so rough the wheels would have to
be dragged over the ruts. I wound
up hand broadcasting. In the end,
it worked pretty well, although not
much seed stuck to the smoother
“cake icing” parts on slopes.
Despite what the man at the
seed store told me would happen,
we did get a couple of little rain
showers at key times as the seed

was germinating. This is good,
since I didn’t know how I was going
to manage to irrigate nearly an acre
of bare ground. Also, by this time,
we were working furiously to finish
up the interior enough to move.
By mid-June we were moving.
Since we spent all our available
cash on the house, we did our own
move, which means it took a couple
of weeks. Part of the move was
transplanting what I could move
from the old house to the new one,
including some seedlings I had
grown over the last couple of years
and had kept in pots waiting for the
new house.
Just as we were finishing up
moving, there was a serious illness
in the family and we had to leave
town rather suddenly. My plans
for carefully amending what soil I
had and lovingly placing my plants
according to their light and moisture
needs went out the window, and
I just stuck the poor things in the
ground where I could, watered them
well, and left instructions with the
cat sitter to please water them while
we were gone.
Despite this mistreatment, most
of them survived until we returned a
week and a half later. The survivors
will be moved to better locations this
fall.
I did find a part of the lot where
the topsoil was relatively undisturbed
and was pleased to see that some of
the ten inches of silty loam I started
with was still there and was a joy to
work with. I now know that I really
can have a vegetable garden next
year, not in three or four years as I
was beginning to fear.
The next steps are to find and
spread the wood chips I wanted
to use last fall and to keep the
blackberry beat back long enough to
get some desirable plants started. I
hope to landscape the entry area
first, followed by the terrace near
the house. I’ll let you know next
time what went wrong with my plan.
Or just maybe, I’ll tell you about my
success.
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

VIBURNUM LEAF BEETLE (PYRRHALTA VIBURNI)
BY COLLEEN BURROWS

This spring and early summer,
the Viburnum leaf beetle (Pyrrhalta
viburni) is showing itself as damage
to leaves around the county. This is
one of those pests that was found in
Whatcom County in 2005 after being
seen in the Lower Mainland of British
Columbia for several years. Master
Gardeners were key in finding the
viburnum leaf beetle (VLB) in our
community. It is native to Europe and
has been seen in the eastern United
States and Canada for over 60 years.
Todd Murray wrote a Friends and
Foes article about the VLB in 2005;
much of the following is taken from
that article.
Damage: Viburnum leaf beetles
feed on many species of Viburnum
in both adult and larval stages. The
beetles are very damaging because
of this successive feeding by larvae
followed by adults; bushes do not have
time to re-vegetate between beetle
stages. Two or three consecutive
years of defoliation can cause
significant die-back of the canopy and
kill a bush.
The beetles appear to prefer
some species and cultivars over
others. New York State entomologists
are developing a host preference
list. Viburnum dentatum (arrowwood
viburnums), V. opulus (European
cranberrybush), V. opulus var.
americana (American cranberrybush),
V.
rafinesquianum
(Rafinesque
Viburnum) and V. sargentii (Sargent
Viburnum) are the most susceptible
to infestations.
The Viburnum leaf beetle may not

only be a pest problem for gardeners
and landscapers but may also cause
problems for nurseries, growers,
restoration programs and natural
habitats.
Description and History Life:
The Viburnum leaf beetle overwinters
as eggs. Eggs hatch in spring and
the small larvae begin to feed on
the foliage. The leaf beetle larvae
have a characteristic feeding habit
of eating the foliage along the leaf
veins. After the larvae are finished, all
that’s left is the skeletonized leaf. The
newly hatched larvae are very small
(about 1-2mm long) and greenishyellow. Small larvae graze on the
undersurface of the leaf. As the larvae
mature, their bodies become cover in
a pattern of dark spots and darken in
color. Mature larvae are 10mm long
and migrate to the soil to pupate. The
pupal stage lasts for about ten days.
The span from egg hatch to adult can
be as quick as two months.
Beetles emerge from the soil and
begin to feed on foliage of Viburnum.
Adult beetles chew oblong shot
holes into the leaves. Adults not very
fancy for an exotic leaf beetle; they
are about 5-6mm long, brown with
filamentous antennae. Adult beetles
can survive until the first frost. During
this time, they migrate to new bushes,
feed and lay eggs. An adult female
can lay up to 500 eggs. The eggs are
deposited in rows usually on the new
growth stems; they appear as neatly
arranged nodules. A hole is dug out
from the stem and up to five eggs are
deposited. The hole is capped with
cement made from plant fiber, spit
and a little excrement.
Management: Before planting a

Web Resources:
WSU Hortsense: Viburnum Leaf Beetle
http://pep.wsu.edu/hortsense/scripts/query/displayProblem.asp?table
Name=plant&problemID=767&categoryID=1

viburnum, make a decision to plant one
that is resistant to the viburnum leaf
beetle. A list of these can be found on
the Cornell list of host species. Some
that are known to be resistant are V.
plicatum var. tomentosum (doublefile
viburnum), V. carlesii (Koreanspice
viburnum), V. burkwoodii (Burkwood
viburnum), V. × juddii (Judd viburnum),
V. × rhytidiophylloides (lantanaphyllum
viburnum), and V. rhytidiophyllum
(leatherleaf viburnum).
In the winter and early spring, the
egg-laying sites can be seen on the
underside of leafless twigs. These
twigs should be removed and destroyed
to reduce the beetle populations.
These sites can be seen as brownish
black rows of small bumps, 1-2 mm
in diameter. The bumps are not the
eggs, but are sealed sites where the
females have laid eggs under the
bark.
Beneficial insects may help
to control this pest and should be
encouraged. In New York, several
beneficial insects have been seen to
feed on the larvae, but we do not yet
have evidence that they are doing the
same in Whatcom County.
Since the larvae crawl down the
tree to get to the soil for pupation, they
might be stopped by putting a sticky
barrier around the trunk. Remember
to not put the sticky barrier directly on
the trunk.
When small larvae are seen on
leaves in early to late spring, they can
be removed and destroyed to reduce
the population and damage to the
plant.
Several pesticide options are
available for VLB. Least toxic ones
include Spinosad (derived from the
fungus
Saccharopolyspora)
and
insecticidal soap. These both must be
used on the larval stage and require
good contact to the insect for effective
control. Other pesticides that can be
used on the adult stage can be found
in hortsense.

Cornell University: Viburnum Leaf Beetle Factsheet
http://www.entomology.cornell.edu/public/IthacaCampus/ExtOutreach/
DiagnosticLab/Factsheets/VLBfactsheet2003.html
Cornell University: VLB Citizen Science page (links to many other Cornell
pages on VLB) http://www.hort.cornell.edu/vlb/
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
HAIRY WILLOW-HERB -- EPILOBIUM HIRSUTUM
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT:
Hairy willowherb, a native to Eurasia, has
been introduced to areas in the
northeast U.S. and some locations
in Washington. This aggressive
plant spreads quickly by rhizomes
and seed, and can form stands
excluding most other vegetation.
Hairy willow-herb invades moist
areas, such as low pastures, ditch
banks, wetlands, stream banks
and moist fields. In Washington,
it is most common in Whatcom
County, where it is often found
along ditches. It can compete
with purple loosestrife, another
notorious wetland invader, and can
outcompete many native plants.
Once established, hairy willowherb can spread into adjoining
undisturbed sites.

DESCRIPTION: Hairy willowherb is a perennial herb, related
to fireweed, growing up to 6 feet
tall.
The stems are erect and
the plants are covered with soft
hairs. The leaves are opposite,
lance-shaped and toothed. Hairy
willow-herb has showy rosepurple flowers that grow from leaf
axils, near the top of the plant.
Flowers have four notched petals
and four sepals, and are about ¾
inch across. Flowering occurs in
July and August and the seeds
are dispersed by the wind. Thick
underground rhizomes allow the
plant to spread vegetatively.

fragments. Mowing may be an
option to prevent seed production
but will not kill the plant. For more
control information, contact the
weed control board.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
Control options for hairy willowherb are not well known. Small
infestations may be hand dug,
but care must be taken to remove
as many rhizome fragments as
possible. Sites must be checked
for regrowth from missed root

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

BEES IN MY GARDEN
About 1½ years ago I came across a Humble Bumble Home at the Re-store so I brought it home and
screwed it down to my back deck railing on the north side. By putting some dryer lint into it, so the Queen
bee can find a home, being so late in the year, no Queen bee put claim to it.
Then about May or June, Nellie my wife, mentioned to me that she had seen a bee go into the Bumble Bee
House. I lifted the observation lid to see that the Queen bee was busy at work, bees coming and going,
being able to see the 1st worker to the 4th worker, to the strong Colony worker at anyone time. There has
to be 50-100 Bumble Bees in this house although it is hard to estimate because they do get aggressive.
These are truly an amazing bee. If you are interested in seeing my Bumble Bee nest, please contact me,
Ken Tarr.
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August Foundation Meeting is MG Potluck Picnic at Hovander Park
Greetings! It is that time of year for the annual Master Gardener Potluck Picnic at Hovander Park.
Mark your calendar because the date is the third Thursday, August 14. The event is 6:00 – 9:30 p.m. in
the Covered Picnic Area.
Please bring a dish to share. Drinks will be provided.
The event is potluck so bring a dish to share, and your own plates and utensils, and drinks that you
prefer other than coffee.
Family and friends are welcome, so come early and plan on spending time at the park to enjoy the
beautiful surroundings.

TO ALL FELLOW MASTER GARDENERS:
We need your input for the following award. Please think about it and let us know if you’d like to nominate a
deserving master gardener. Send your nominee to Chris Hurst, Karen Gilliam, David Simonson, John Van
Miert, Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley, Jill Cotton, or any member of the Foundation Board. All nominees will be
considered. The final decision is up to a panel made up of past recipients of the award. The finalist will be
announced at the November graduation and pot luck ceremony where we hope to see all of you!

The John Van Miert Award
Master Gardener of the Year
Awarded to individuals for extraordinary volunteer service, dedication, contributions of time and effort, and
compassion, to fellow Master Gardeners and the community in which we live.
Qualifications
This award will be given annually to a person who has been a Master Gardener for at least three years. It
is to be awarded for exemplary service to the Master Gardeners of Whatcom County and the community.
John Van Miert has had so much influence on us all as a teacher, a writer, a speaker, a diligent worker, and
a volunteer extraordinaire. Therefore, the service of the recipient of this award might be in the form of one
or more of the following:
a. TAUGHT a class, a workshop, a clinic, a course, seniors at a retirement home or kids on an outing.
b. WRITTEN a book, a poem ,an article, a newsletter column.
c. SPOKEN to a group of children, a garden club, class of Master Gardeners, the public.
d. Spent far too many hours to count each year WORKING in support of a specific project such as
Hovander demonstration garden, the annual plant sale, the greenhouse, cleaning and organizing
the office.
e. Given an extraordinary number of hours of VOLUNTEER TIME such as keeping regular hours at
the office no matter what, helping set up and run the Master Gardener classes, or putting in
countless hours towards organizing the advanced training program.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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