OCTOBER 2008

Whatcom County Master Gardeners

Weeder’s Digest
MESSAGE FROM THE COORDINATOR
Hello everyone!
It’s the end of September and the weather is
turning to fall. I hope you all enjoyed the beautiful
summer and are now focusing your attention to
preparing our gardens for winter.

Last spring, 3 class members volunteered to help
with next year’s class, and 2 of you volunteered to
take on the email questions project. Will those people
please contact me soon?

I apologize to all of you to whom I owe email
responses. The last month I’ve gotten quite
bogged down. When I turned the calendar page
to September, I saw that I had 21 meetings
scheduled for the month-most of which required a
written report of some sort from me. Whew!

One last thing, if you are a member of the MG
Foundation you may know that there is a discussion
of by-law changes happening. Please read up on
these so you will be able to vote accordingly to these
changes.

Rest assured that I have received all your
emails, and the hours you’ve reported have been
duly noted, and your requests will be taken care
of. Please don’t be surprised if you hear from
another MG volunteer instead from me personally.
I work about twice as many hours as I am paid
for, and it is still not enough ! When things are
slow in the office, I count on volunteers to pitch in
with phone calls, email and other administrative
responsibilities. They receive program support
hours for doing so and I truly appreciate their
help.

Hope to talk to you all soon!
Happy Gardening,
~ Jill Cotton

CALENDAR

You have till the end of October to get your
hours finished up. If you are close to your required
60 hours, please contact me so we can figure out
a way for you to finish up. I know some of you have
had a personal crisis which has thrown a wrench
in your plans; it happens. We can work around it if
you are motivated to do so, but the impetus is on
you. I would like to have some sort of conclusion to
your class project, even if you plan to continue on
with it in the future. This should include a written
report, but may also include a ‘product’, such as
the Bug Buddies Grab-and-Go Module, which
some of you have created.
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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`TIS THE SEASON
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER
October has arrived and with
it comes the season for the Boo
Bugs. There are many ways to deal
with these pests, not the least of
which is to have on hand a supply of
wrapped candy, a stock of patience
and a ready smile. Be sure as you
lay in your supplies that you choose
a variety that is enjoyed by your
spouse in the rare instance that
your infestation is not as high as
expected.
We have had an exceptionally
hot, dry summer. September brought
some much needed rain. Now is
the time for colder nights and still
some sunny afternoons. Enjoy the
milder weather as you go about the
fall chores of raking leaves, pulling
your annuals, putting your garden
to sleep and caring for your winter
garden. You need to make plans for
covering your winter plantings if you
have not already done so.
October is the month of falling
leaves and the work of removing
them. They need to be raked up
promptly to avoid having to work
with a sodden mat that will smother
the grass beneath. Now is the time
to look over your yard and decide if
you need some color in one corner
of your yard or other changes. New
arrivals are coming into the nurseries.
Plan a trip to go visit your favorite
and survey the new offerings. A good
place to start is with the heathers
and heaths. Heathers bloom in the
summer; heath in the winter. Don’t
ignore heathers just because they
are not in bloom. Several varieties
show fiery winter plumage that will
warm up your garden and brighten
those uninteresting corners of your
yard. Heathers prefer an acidic soil,
so work in plenty of peat moss when
planting.
Now is also the time to cut back
your perennials to about 4 to 5
inches. Ornamental grasses need
grooming. Pull out the straw-colored
grass so the plant looks good during
the winter. Use your fingers to comb
out the withered leaves. Do not cut
your grasses back until spring.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

October is also the time for
mums. You will find them in just
about any color in the garden
centers and the super markets. You
can either toss the plants out when
they finish blooming in November,
or you can turn you investment in to
a half-dozen new mums next spring.
Should you choose to save your
mums, plant them in the fall in a
sunny well-drained spot with moist,
fertile soil. Next spring, just as the
mum’s new growth starts, dig them
up and use a sharp shovel to cut the
root ball into six equal pieces, each
with a bit of stem and root. Replant
the pieces in your garden and give
them a drink of water. They should
do just fine. Remember to pot any
extras for the plant sale, being sure
to label them with a bloom size and
type, football, pom-pom, etc.
Of course, all gardeners have
compost operations going, and
now all the taken up annuals, and
the trimmings from perennials,
can be added to the compost pile.
However, if you notice diseased
plants or leaves on these plants,
then it is better not to add it to the
compost,
It is time to stop deadheading
your roses, and allow them to form
seed-bearing hips. Your roses will
know that it raised a family, and can
kick back and begin to harden off for
the long, cold winter,
Romance time for slugs, mating
and egg laying. Apply safe new slug
baits to eliminate the slugs before
they lay hundreds of eggs that will
keep you busy next spring.
October is also the month
for garlic planting. It is easy to
grow. Plant the biggest cloves, fat
side down, 2 inches apart in well
composted soil, making sure to get
it into the ground by the end of the
month. Don’t plant grocery store
garlic; buy cloves from your local
nursery to reduce the chance of
fungus disease.
This is also the time to start
new geraniums from cuttings. Mix

together an equal amount of peat
moss and perlite. Thoroughly wet
the mix, and then put it in a strainer
and shake out the excess water. Fill
a gallon plastic freezer bag one-third
full. Take 6-inch cuttings, remove
the lowest three inches of leaves,
dip the base in rooting hormone and
insert them into the peat mix, making
sure no leaves touch the rooting
medium. Zip the bag shut and keep
it in a warm, bright location out of
direct sunlight. Transplant them into
four-inch pots when the cuttings
are well-rooted and plant the new
plants outside in the spring, around
Mother’s Day.
To over-winter your tender
perennials, they need to be protected
from the harshness of a cold winter.
Referring to fuchsias and the like, the
easiest method is to put your tender
perennials in an unheated garage
for the winter. Leave fuchsias and
geraniums in their pots, or you can
dig them out of your garden, put the
plants in a box and cover the roots
with compost. Water just enough to
keep the root balls from going totally
dry. Cut the branches back to about
8 inches tall. That will remove most
of the leaves and keep your garage
cleaner. Transplant and cut back
further in the spring, and with a little
luck, you’ll have healthy geraniums
and fuchsias to give you a head start
on next year’s garden.
Over-seeding onto an established
lawn at this time can do a lot of good
as yard traffic decreases and damp
wet weather is upon us. A thicker
lawn is less likely to be bothered with
weed invasion and fall is a good time
of year to work on lawn renovation.
If you can rake and mow your lawn
before scattering the seed, you’ll
have better luck with the renovation
process.
Yard
maintenance
companies can be hired to aerate
thatch or over-seed lawn, and fall is
a good time to get the grass roots of
lawn improvement.
With all of your fall clean up, plant
division, please remember the plant
sale and prepare all of your “extras”
for a new home come spring.
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GARDENERS’ JOURNAL:
BLOEDEL CONSERVATORY/QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK, VANCOUVER, BC
BY LYN MORGAN-HILL

On a dreary Sunday afternoon
last February, I decided to make
a visit to Bloedel Conservatory
based on rave reviews from a
fellow garden lover. Needless
to say, after the long, cold, wet
winter we were having, I was
already starved for the sight and
smell of anything blooming, so I
was desperate for some much
needed greenery. I certainly
wasn’t disappointed in what the
Conservatory had to offer.
Bloedel Conservatory is
conveniently located in Queen
Elizabeth Park in Vancouver,
BC, at Cambie Street and W.
33 Avenue. Queen Elizabeth
Park itself is worth a visit, with
130 acres of public gardens,
an arboretum, disc golf, lawn
bowling, tennis, and pitch and
putt golf. The Quarry Gardens
are especially interesting and
somewhat
reminiscent
of
Butchart Gardens near Victoria,
but on a smaller scale. During
our visit in February, there
weren’t any flowers, of course,
but the potential was obvious.
If you time it right, you can
have lunch at the wonderful
Seasons in the Park Restaurant,
which has great food as well as
stunning views of the City of
Vancouver skyline, North Shore
Mountains and the Pacific
Ocean.
As far as I am concerned
though, the main attraction is
Bloedel Conservatory. When it
opened in 1969, it was the second
largest domed conservatory in
the world at 140’ in diameter
and 70’ high at the center. A
pathway winds its way around
and through the Conservatory
taking you from one simulated
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climate to the next. A fact-filled
self-guided tour brochure and
map is provided, which helps
you get the most from your
visit. There are three simulated
climates in the Conservatory:
desert, tropical and subtropical
rainforest climate zones.
The warm, humid, sweetsmelling air almost overwhelms
you at the entrance as you
enter the tropical rainforest.
Palms, ferns and gorgeous
flowers invite you to linger and
breathe deeply. A gigantic Ficus
benjamina, nothing like its tiny
relative in my sunroom, towers
over the pathway. Colorful
birds are everywhere. Feeding
stations have been strategically
set up so you can watch the
red parrots, Maria and Carmen,
Charlie the Cockatoo, Art the
blue and gold macaw, or Rosie
the African Gray Parrot. Another
large bird feeder attracts some
of the nearly 50 species of
finches and other fruit-eating
tropical birds that call the
Conservatory home.
As you wander along the
pathway through the forest,
be sure to look for plants
commonly used for food, such
as the Coffee Tree, Plantain
Banana, India Fig, Papaya,
Mexican Breadfruit Vine, and
Senegal Date Palm. One of the
most unusual plants that you’ll
find along the pathway is a rare
Mexican Horncone, not a palm
at all but actually a cycad, a
primitive, cone-bearing plant.
Cycads have been around since
the Jurassic period, 180 to 135
million years ago but only about
150 species remain. As with
many species, the Horncone

is endangered because of over
collection and habitat loss from
deforestation.
About halfway through the
Conservatory, you’ll come to the
orchid display. This section alone
is worth the trip to Vancouver.
The display is spectacular with
every shape, color, and size of
orchid you can imagine. There
are over 25,000 orchid species
and over 100,000 hybrids in the
world and the Conservatory is
home to a impressive collection
of them.
If you can pull yourself away
from the palms and orchids in
the tropical forest, the path leads
you to the desert flora section.
Unlike the tropical forest where
the air is moist and humid, the
humidity in the desert section
is kept low to simulate a dry
desert environment. You’ll find
a wonderful assortment of
cacti and succulents along with
other drought tolerant plants
that thrive in this dry sunny
environment.
The end of the desert flora
section brings you back to the
entrance and a fun little gift
shop. One trip around wasn’t
enough for me though. I wasn’t
nearly ready to leave and head
out into the cold February
afternoon. Besides, it takes at
least two circuits around the
Conservatory to see everything,
revisit favorites, and to try to get
that perfect close-up picture of
an orchid.
The Conservatory is open
7 days a week from 10 am to
5 pm. A modest entrance fee
is charged, but it is definitely
worth the price. Don’t forget
your camera!
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

CREEPY CRAWLIES – NOT JUST ON HALLOWEEN!
BY COLLEEN BURROWS

HOBO SPIDERS
It seems like a lot of spiders
have been coming into the Master
Gardener office this summer and fall.
As it is October, and Halloween is on
the horizon, this month seems to be
a good time to give a reminder about
spiders in our area: what types are
here, what they do, and what to do
about them.
Identification: First, we need to
clear the air of spiders in Whatcom
County. We do have Black Widow
spiders but they are extremely rare.
We do not have the Brown Recluse
spiders in the Northwest. In our area,
we have a complex of three species
of house spiders. Unfortunately, all
three species look very similar. This
is why it is important to regard all
house spiders as potential hazards
and to be cautious when handling,
smashing,
stomping,
vacuum
sucking or whatever you do. The
three species include the domestic
house spider, Tegenaria domestica,
the giant house spider, T. gigantea,
and the Hobo spider, T. agrestis.
The domestic spider is the most
commonly encountered spider in
your house and is the smallest spider
of the three (less than a ½” in body
length). The giant house spider will
usually be obvious, these spiders are
huge! Generally, the hobo spider is
medium to medium large. The body
alone can be up to ¾” in length in
mature adults. What will stand out
the most is the multiple chevron
pattern on the abdomen. Legs of the
hobo spider have no stripes (different
from domestic and giant spiders).
The sternal pattern (markings on the
underside of the cephlothorax) of the
hobo is a light tan center with dark
bands on the sides where the legs
join. Domestic and giant spiders
have small circles on the sides.
Unfortunately, when identifying these
spiders, there are always exceptions
to the rule.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Life History: Domestic spiders
will be around all year while most
encounters with hobo spiders will
occur in the late summer and fall
(hobo mating season). Males are on
the search for females, so they will
be running everywhere in hopes of
an encounter. When males enter a
house, it is usually through ground
level or below ground level openings.
Hobo spiders rarely climb very high.
For the rest of the year, spiders will
build webs in moist, cool, outdoor
environments. Hobo spiders really
do prefer to be outside in meadows
and woodpiles. Occasionally, webs
and egg cases will be constructed
inside basements or crawlspaces.
These webs are recognized by the
characteristic funnel shape. Egg
cases will be made during the fall
through November.
Damage: All spiders are
venomous and use their venom as
a means of prey capture and not
defense, unlike bees and wasps.
As of yet, hobo spider bites are not
fatal. Most bites and disturbances
occur starting in August and go until
the first big freeze. The male hobo,
which is more likely encountered,
is more toxic than the female. The
severity of a bite is about as variable
as people are. It is believed that up
to half of the bites by hobo spiders
are ‘dry bites’ meaning that no venom
was secreted.
Bites can affect
someone directly (meaning that the
bite area shows evidence of a bite)
or systematically (like an allergic
reaction). Hobo spider bites can
directly cause skin necrosis. At first,
the bite may appear as a mosquito
bite which will then blister. After
blistering, the lesion will ulcerate and
possibly turn black as the tissue dies.
This is common in areas where the
skin is soft. Pending on the severity of
the bite and the individual’s reaction
to it, the wound may heal in a month
or two years. Systematic reactions
include most allergy symptoms such
as nausea, fever, headaches and
joint soreness. It is very important,
if you are bitten by a spider, that
you collect the spider and get it

identified correctly. Identification will
help physicians react to the injury
appropriately. For example, do not
take aspirin for a hobo bite. The
venom is injected with a spreading
agent that will travel further in thin
blood.
Control & Prevention: For inhouse encounters, barricade the area
that the spiders are using to get in. This
could be as simple as putting window
adhesive under a gap in a door to the
outside. Sticky traps can be quite
effective in areas that you have many
spiders making their way in. Place
the trap where you have seen spiders
coming in from the outside. For large
infestations underneath the house or
in basements, chemical control may
be a consideration.
To avoid being bitten, wear
protective clothing and gloves when
moving any debris or wood outside.
This is very important when venturing
into areas of known infestations such
as the crawlspace. Be sure to check
your gloves and shoes for hiding
critters before you put them on. This
is the most common scenario for a
bite.
Finally, the best and most longterm solution (but probably the most
undesirable) is to let nature take its
course. In Europe, where all three
species of house spiders come
from, the hobo is not a problem
inside the house. The hobo spider
was introduced prior to the giant
house spider. Now the giant spider
population is increasing, while
the hobo spider is decreasing in
frequency of occurrence. As a result,
the number of bites in the household
is decreasing. The giant spider is a
fierce competitor of the hobo spider
and will keep them out of its territory.
The giant spider is relatively harmless
and bites are rare, so this competition
is good for the human residents.
Kudos to you if you’re able to tolerate
giant house spiders in your home;
aside from their shocking nature,
they are the good guys in this case.
Have you hugged your Giant House
Spider today?
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
SPARTINA - SPARTINA ALTERNIFLORA, SPARTINA ANGLICA, SPARTINA DENSIFLORA,

SPARTINA PATENS

BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT: There are several
types of spartina of concern in
Washington State. All are saltwater
grasses capable of invading shallow
coastal areas. Spartina alterniflora
(smooth cordgrass) and Spartina
patens (saltmeadow cordgrass)
are native to the Atlantic coast of
North America. Spartina densiflora
is native to South America, while
Spartina anglica is a hybrid between
S. alterniflora and a cordgrass native
to England. Of these species, S.
alterniflora is the most common in
Washington while the other three
are more restricted. Depending on
the species, spartina grows from
above the spring high tide line to
about 6 feet below mean high water.
On the west coast, spartina invades
tidelands, forming grass stands that
exclude all other vegetation. The
dense root systems trap sediments,
changing the elevation of the
tideflats.
The entire ecosystem
of the tidelands can be disrupted,
impacting shellfish, fish and bird
habitat, native vegetation and water

drainage. These plants spread both
vegetatively (except for S. densiflora)
and by seeds, which are spread by
water.
Spartina was introduced
through contaminated ballast water,
as a packing material for oyster
spats and/or by intentional plantings
for erosion control. Spartina has
been found in Birch Bay in Whatcom
County, and Spartina anglica is
present in all adjoining counties and
in Boundary Bay, British Columbia.

DESCRIPTION:
The four
Spartina species of concern are
all deep-rooted perennial grasses,
which grow in salt-water areas.
These plants can be difficult to
identify. Contact the local weed
board to assist with the identification
of any suspicious or invasive grasses
found in coastal areas, especially
any grass growing on tidal mudflats.
Spartina stems sprout from the root
system in the spring, and depending
on the species, can grow from less
than 1 foot to 6 feet tall. These
plants reproduce both by whitish
rhizomes (except S. deniflora) and
by seed, flowering from June to
September.
However, plants do
not necessarily flower every year,
and some do not flower for long
periods of time. Depending on the
species and age of the infestation,
plants can occur as single tussocks,
in Spartina meadows or in circular

spreading patches.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
Spartina can be controlled using
mechanical and chemical means.
Small infestations can be hand
dug but care must be taken to
remove as many as the roots as
can be located. Hand digging can
create disposal problems due to the
large amount of sediment (usually
mud) that must be removed with
the roots; this material must be
removed to upland areas, away
from the intertidal zone. Covering
plants with black plastic has also
been used successfully for small
infestations. The covering should
be put in place in spring, securely
held in place over and beyond the
infestation, and left in place for at
least one year. Repeated mowing
can also be used to weaken plants
in small infestations, and to prevent
seed formation.
Mowing can be
used in combination with chemical
treatments for larger areas. In
Washington, aquatic application
of herbicides can only be done by
licensed applicators.
Currently,
there are state programs addressing
the control of Spartina. Contact
the weed board for information on
these programs or chemical control.
Permits may be required for Spartina
removal projects planned in aquatic
habitats.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

PUMPKIN DAY

by David Simonson

Master Gardener Pumpkin Day at Hovander is Saturday, October 11, from 9:00 a.m. till 12:00 noon. We
hope to have lots of volunteers on hand to assist.
We invite adult group home residents to come out for pumpkins, so we need to have volunteers to meet
and greet these folks and assist them select pumpkins. We also have pumpkins for children--so bring your
kids and/or grandchildren!
For added excitement--it is also “giant kohlrabi” contest weigh-in day. If you have a kohlrabi for the
contest, bring it to the park with the leaves still attached. Cut the stem to one inch.
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HELP WANTED
I know, our next plant sale is a loooong way off. But you know the old saying “When opportunity
knocks” you take advantage of it.
Lately the Master Gardeners have had some very nice offers of plant material donations. We
just have to go dig, haul and pot them. Soooo, Christine VanderWoude has graciously offered to
be the liaison for such tasks that are out in the county. This time of year when people are working
the fall garden, they will be dividing overgrown clumps, foraging out thugs or just getting rid of
some plants. If any of you have extra plants and are unable to dig or divide them, or your friends
and neighbors do also, we should get them now. If soil and space are limited, the old greenhouse
at Hovander is the place to pot them.
So, who you gonna call???
Well, not the ghost busters!
Contact the Whatcom County
Extension Office to get Christine VanderWoude’s contact information.net if you think you might
be able to help out getting extra plants for the coming sale. She will organize and advise you.
The more we do now, the more plants we will have by next May. Think about it.

Desperately Seeking Your Stories and Experiences with
“No-Till/Low-Till” Gardening

As part of our 2008 community service project, our group is looking for your stories using “NoTill/Low-Till” gardening method to help develop educational materials on this subject. Positive or
negative experiences are welcomed. Please contact the Whatcom County Extension Office to get
Pamela Wild’s contact information.

David Simonson

Monday, September 22, David Simonson’s appendix ruptured and he has had surgery. His sister
said that it was a little more complicated than expected, and he will be out of commission for a
while. So, in the mean time, Debbie Pereira will be in charge of Hovander in his absence and she
says all is winding down there and to rememeber that Saturday, October 11, is the Pumpkin Day
at Hovander.

If you wish to send David a Get Well Card, please contact the Whatcom County Extension Office
to receive his mailing address.
1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County Master Gardener
Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles by the 15th of each
month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to
edit for space considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Bloedel Conservatory is conveniently located in Queen Elizabeth Park
in Vancouver, BC at Cambie Street and W. 33 Avenue.

