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Hello Master Gardeners,
Hello everyone! It’s March and I think by now we
are safe in saying that the worst of winter is behind us.
For those of us gardeners who like to s-t-r-e-t-c-h our
hardiness zones a little, this is the year that Mother
Nature is still in charge. It will still be a while before we
know just what survived the winter and what is destined
for the compost pile.
The Master Gardener program welcomes a few
new projects and is pleased that others will return in
2009. Gary Koch and Rick Flug have partnered with
Sustainable Bellingham and Uprising Organics to
present a series of workshops designed to educate the
home gardener about the vulnerability of our current
system of seed production and loss of genetic variability,
and to encourage the preservation of heirloom seed
species.
Susan Taylor is undertaking a pilot project designed
to address the disconnect between teaching home
gardeners sustainable landscaping techniques and
seeing them actually implement positive changes in
their practices. If we get some real results from this
study, we will continue and expand this project in the
future. Sue has written an article about her project for
this newsletter.
The Juvenile Justice Garden at Happy Valley will
continue in 2009 under Patty Bol’s leadership, as
will the biodiversity walks at Semiahmoo spit led by
Luanne Williams and Sandy Bowen. Cheryll Kinsley
will be heading up the Greener Garden party projects
which we plan to expand on in 2009, because it was so
popular last year. Your participation is encouraged and
needed at any and all of these projects. Please check
the contact list posted on our private website to contact
the project coordinators directly.

Another new project, proposed by Diana Graeber,
Susan Burri and Sandy Bowens, is to develop a garden
for residents at Hope House in Lynden to use. This facility
provides temporary housing to abused women and
children. This project is a very worthwhile cause which
the Master Gardeners are delighted to endorse but, in
order to proceed, we need some funding. The project’s
initiators anticipate needing $500 to build raised beds and
amend the soil. If any of you know of a funding source,
or sources, we can reach out to, please contact me at
jillcotton@wsu.edu
Hope to hear from you all soon! Happy Gardening!
~ Jill Cotton

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY : WORK
WITH TEENS IN BELLINGHAM
The Community Justice Center Garden has been approved
as a continuing Master Gardener project, so we are now
seeking volunteers who are interested in participating this
season. This is an opportunity to work directly with ‘at risk’
youth in our community, as they fulfill their community service
hours. The produce that is grown in their garden is delivered
to the Bellingham food bank by the kids who grow it. Our job,
as volunteers, is to work side by side with these kids in a nonjudgmental and caring way, guiding them, and taking advantage
of “teachable moments”.
All volunteer hours contributed towards this project can be
counted as public outreach. For more information please call
Patty Bol at 360.715.9558 or 360.739.4803 or e-mail pattyjo15@
comcast.net.
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`TIS THE SEASON
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY FAYE AGNER
It looks as though we are having
an early spring. The warm weather in
February has been unusual to say the
least, nice, but unusual.
Hopefully
it is not a false spring with some
surprises along the way. Lots of
pretty flowers are out now as are the
slugs. Get on them so they don’t get
ahead of you. Be sure to remove any
hiding places for them. Check under
boards, piles of leaves or any place
that is dark and moist during the day
light hours. In my yard, they are even
eating the weeds.
This is the best time to add farmyard
manure or compost to the garden as
the nutrients will be present for the
new growth. If added in the autumn
a lot of the “goodness” is leached
away over the winter, particularly the
nitrogen. If barn yard manure is used,
it is best if it is well rotted so it does
not burn the new growth.
Bulbs are up and showing buds,
crocuses are in bloom, a sure sign
that the growing season approaches.
Many of the flowering trees are
bursting into bud, forsythia and many
others show their bloom. Weeds
are also rampant and need to be
controlled before they spread seeds.
Every weed you pull now cuts down
on the work for the rest of the season.
Lawns are beginning to need care. If
they are spongy underfoot, you need
to do a good job of thatching to let
the lawn breathe and ready it for the
summer.
For those who thought gardening
by the moon was just an old wives
tale, research is showing that at least
some of it makes sense scientifically.
Since the moon affects the
tides and the atmosphere, therefore
affecting the weather, it only makes
sense that there is a certain rhythm
to weather patterns. And gardeners
are always looking for ways to use the
weather to their advantage.
There are hundreds of rules to
follow in gardening by the moon—and
some of them seem to contradict each
other. But here are a few general
principles to get you started.
Everyone seems to agree that
the best time to plant vegetables and
flowers that bear fruit and flowers
above ground is when the moon is
waxing—the time between a new and
a full moon.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

The lunar cycle can be divided into
quarters, with the first two quarters
occurring when the moon is waxing
and the last two when it’s waning.
Some folks narrow down the principle
we explained even further: The third
quarter is the time to plant bulbs and
below ground crops and the fourth
quarter is a time to rest or to do nonplanting work, such as weeding.
Whether or not you choose to
believe that the moon influences the
way your garden grows, organizing
your chores into a schedule is a good
idea. And who can disagree with
a plan that even builds in a time for
rest?
To start your begonias, plant the
tubers in shallow wooden box or flat,
“cup side up”. If you are planning to
pot your begonias, start them directly
in their containers. Plant 1 tuber per
6 inch pot and 3 tubers per 8”-10” pot.
If sprouts are broken off, don’t worry,
more will follow.
Use moist peat moss (4 parts)
and vermiculite (1 part) or a prepared
planting mix. Put about 3 inches of
the planting mix in the flat, place the
tubers on the planting mix cup side
up in the flat, and cover with about
½ inch of the planting mix and water
thoroughly. Place the flat where it will
have good light, but not in direct sun.
The temperature should be about 6570 degrees. Keep the mixture moist
to the touch but never soggy. Do not
fertilize during this early growth stage.
Be patient during this starting period
after dormancy, begonias normally
require 2 to 3 weeks to begin growing.
Once they have started they will grow
quickly. When the sprouts are 3 to 4
inches tall and have developed their
third leaf they are ready to move
outdoors as long as all danger of frost
is passed. Begonias take about 10
– 12 weeks from starting until bloom.
Now is the time to plant evergreen
trees and shrubs and other bare root
all through the month of March. Check
on drainage and take steps to control
it before planting your new treasures.
March is the time for completion of the
entire late spring pruning, such as fruit
trees, raspberries and ornamentals.
There is still time to shape for other
shrubs. Do not prune spring blooming
plants now, but wait until after the
flowering is finished. Don’t forget to

apply the last of your winter dormant
spray
Seeds of tomatoes and peppers
should be started now to be set out
in May. Seeds of annuals, which take
70-90 days to bloom, should be started
indoors or in a greenhouse early in
March. The quicker maturing ones,
such as marigolds, zinnias, asters
and other that need only 60days for
blooming can be seeded indoors by
the end of March.
It is not too late to plant asparagus
crowns. It is best to plant crowns
rather than seed. Bare root crowns
are generally available at good
nurseries. Asparagus is a long lived
perennial, so a well-prepared, deeply
dug bed, amended with plenty of
organic matter is the key to getting
abundant harvests for many years
to come. Find a sunny location with
well drained soil where the plants will
be able to grow undisturbed for many
years to come After working in plenty
of compost, plant the crowns in a
trench 4 inches deep. Gradually fill
in the trench as the asparagus grows.
Now for the bad news. There will not
be a harvest for two to three years.
You must wait until the spears reach
about 10 inches tall.
Things and stuff: Set out strawberry
plants now. Try to obtain only certified
plants (that is, plants that are certified
resistant to some diseases) to save
you disappointment of diseases.
Now is the time to sow some
varieties of perennials and cool
weather vegetables directly in the
prepared planting area. These include
beets, carrots, lettuce, peas, radishes
and spinach.
Seeds of flowering plants including
arabis,
columbine,
coral-bells,
delphiniums and veronica may be
seeded directly into the ground.
Remember that standing water
should not be allowed as it attracts
mosquitoes.
Keep the soil moist and give your
fall planted garlic a shot of fishmeal
now and you will get bigger cloves in
the summer. Remember: It’s chic to
reek—eat homegrown garlic!
Enjoy your gardening!
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
SPURGE LAUREL – DAPHNE LAUREOLA
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

MANAGEMENT

THREAT: Spurge laurel, a
shrub native to Western Europe
and the Mediterranean, was
introduced into North America
as a garden ornamental. It has
escaped cultivation, invading
roadsides, parks and wooded
areas. Spurge laurel can replace
native understory plants in forested
areas, and can form large singlespecies stands. It tolerates a wide
range of environmental conditions,
but grows best in partial to deep
shade. Spurge laurel reproduces
both by seed and vegetatively, by
sprouting from lateral roots. The
berries are eaten by birds, which
aids in seed dispersal. All parts of
the plant are poisonous to humans,
as well as to dogs and cats, and
the sap can cause severe skin and
eye irritation.

DESCRIPTION:
Spurge
laurel is an evergreen shrub that
grows up to 3-4 feet tall. Whorls of
dark green, shiny, leathery leaves
grow at the ends of the branches.
Leaves are oblong in shape, 1-5
inches long and ½ to 1
inch wide. Spurge laurel
flowers in late winter and
early spring, producing
small (less than ½ inch
long) yellow-green flowers.
The flowers, which are
tubular and fragrant, grow
in small clusters at the
base of leaves, near the
tops of the stems. Oval,
black berries are produced
in early summer. Spurge
laurel is slow-growing and
long-lived.

OPTIONS:

Spurge laurel can be controlled
through mechanical and chemical
means. Small infestations can
be hand dug. Control may also
be possible by cutting the plant
off, making sure the cut is below
the ground surface. Care should
be taken to prevent the sap from
coming into contact with the skin
or eyes. Respiratory irritation has
also been reported from inhaled
droplets of sap. Contact the weed
board for site-specific chemical
recommendations.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.715-7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

WSU BEACH WATCHERS
Discover the WSU Beach Watchers program and how you can protect our environment through education,
research, and stewardship.
Join us as we explore our beaches, streams, wetlands, forests, and farms. You’ll learn about citizen
science, Lake Whatcom, salmon, marine life, rain gardens, and more.
Beach Watchers receive an extensive FREE Training and contribute 100 hours enhancing our community
with volunteer projects of their choice.
Classes will be on Tuesdays and Fridays and take place in Bellingham with field trips throughout Whatcom
County. The classes will start Tuesday, March 17. The Tuesday classes will be from 6pm – 9pm & Fridays
9am – 4:30 pm. We will have no classes April 7 & 10 due to County School Spring Break.
Space is limited. To apply, contact Cheryl Lovato Niles at 360.676.6736, or clniles@wsu.edu.
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/environ/water/beachwatchers.html
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:
WHATS’ THE BUZZ?
BY COLLEEN BURROWS
We all know the impacts that bees
have on our food supply, and often we
think about honeybees being used for
this purpose, moved around from crop
to crop to pollinate flowers when they’re
needed. But we mustn’t forget about
native pollinators – bumblebees, tunnel
nesting bees, ground nesting bees,
and hover flies. These are important in
pollinating food crops and other plants
in our ecosystem; in some situations,
native bees can be more effective
(such as in cold and wet conditions)
than honey bees. As gardeners, there
is much that we can do to encourage
and attract native pollinators to our
area, and we may see the results with
larger or more fruit in our gardens or on
neighboring farms.
In order to provide the best habitat
for native pollinators, we need to know
what they need. Three aspects of this
are important to think about: availability
of forage, nesting sites, and protection
from pesticides. Both of these will differ
depending on the species that is being
attracted. Just like in IPM, where we
need to know our pest to be effective
in management, we need to know our
pollinators in order to be effective in
encouragement.
The availability of pollen and nectar
for pollinators is key to attracting and
maintaining native bee populations. In
order to support many different species,
make sure that there are a variety of
flower types available throughout the
season, from early spring to late fall.
Some species, such as solitary-nesting
bees, are only active for a short period
of time (4-6 weeks), and some, such as
the bumble bee, are active all season.
Early forage availability will enable
newly emerged bumble bee queens
to feed and produce a strong colony,
and late flowering plants will give next
year’s queens ample energy to go into
hibernation.
There are many ways to get a
diverse range of flowers through the
season. Look at areas that are already
flowering, whether that’s in your garden
or in a neighboring natural area.
Native plants are often the best first
choice for pollinator sources – these
are more attractive to native bees than
other flowers. When choosing new
flowering plants to supplement those
already present, choose a diversity of
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

flower colors, shapes and flowering
times to help in attracting a wide range
of pollinators. Arrange the flowering
plants in clumps to attract more
pollinators; clumps four feet or more in
diameter are most effective.
Some examples of native and
garden plants that are good choices
to provide pollen and nectar to native
bees are below, but many more are
good for bees.

Native Plants
Aster, Currant, Elder, Fireweed,
Madrone, Oregon Grape, Snowberry,
Rhododendron, Willow and Yarrow
Garden Plants
Basil, Borage, Cosmos, English
Lavender, Globe Thistle, Hyssop,
Marjoram, Rosemary and Wallflower
Native bees nest in one of three
ways, and gardeners can help to make
it easier for these bees to find an
appropriate place to nest.
Solitary wood-nesting bees build
nests inside hollow tunnels, such as
those found in the pithy centers of some
twigs (such as box elder and some
cane berries) or in tunnels that are left
behind by beetle larvae. We can help
add nesting sites by drilling holes (from
3/32” to 5/16” diameter) into downed
dry wood sections, stumps, or standing
dead wood. Plants with pithy stems
can be planted and cut back to expose
the interior of the stems. Wooden
nesting boxes with holes drilled in can
also be added to a garden.
Solitary ground-nesting bees burrow
tunnels down to small chambers that
are 6 to 36 inches deep. These cells
are the brood cells where next year’s
bees develop.
These bees need
access to the soil surface for nesting.
Leave some areas untilled to allow
tunnels to remain stable; the more
surface area left alone, the more likely
bees will be able to colonize nesting
sites. Mulching is good for weed
control and water conservation, but is
bad for bees trying to nest in the soil.
Keep your mulch off of some areas of
your garden, especially black plastic
mulch, to encourage solitary groundnesting bees to stick around.
Bumble bees are social and are
often the most effective pollinators.

They build nests in small cavities, such
as old rodent burrows, or underground
beneath plant matter, or in abandoned
bird nests. Queens build their colonies,
starting with a new nest in the spring.
To encourage nesting of bumble bees,
leave some grassy areas un-mown for
the summer; mowing can occur in the
late fall or winter when the queens are
dormant. A mix of native grasses near
shrubs and trees is suitable habitat for
bumble bees.
The last aspect of encouraging
native pollinators is protection from
pesticides. Several insecticides can
be harmful to pollinators as well as
the target pest. Whenever possible,
consider non-pesticide options for
control first. Time treatments when
pollinators are not present, minimize
drift, and use pesticides sparingly.
With a little forethought, we can
all make our gardens inviting to these
important creatures and allow us to
admire them for years to come.
Web Resources and References:
Urban Bee Gardens: a great site on
garden pollinators from University of
California, Berkeley
h t t p : / / n a t u r e . b e r k e l e y. e d u /
urbanbeegardens/index.html
Xerces Society: Pacific Northwest
Plants for Native Bees
http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/
uploads/2008/11/pnw_plants_bees_
xerces_society_factsheet1.pdf
Agroforestry Notes: see note #32,
#33, #34, and #35
h t t p : / / w w w. u n l . e d u / n a c /
agroforestrynotes.htm
Native Pollinators: How to Protect
and Enhance Habitat for Native Bees
http://www.xerces.org/wp-content/
uploads/2009/01/how_to_protect_
native_bees.pdf
ATTRA – Alternative Pollinators:
Native Bees
http://www.attra.org/attra-pub/
nativebee.html

Continue on Page 7
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SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPING

FOR

WATERSHED LIVING
BY

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The decline in water quality in
important water bodies is a national
problem that includes Lake Whatcom.
As in our urban watersheds,
motivating homeowners to change
landscape design and gardening
practices that have a negative impact
on water quality has been difficult to
achieve. Local efforts such as the
Watershed Friendly Gardening Kits,
workshops, brochures, and pledge
programs have not achieved the “on
the ground” change in landscape
and gardening practices that are
necessary to protect and restore the
declining water quality.
Phosphorus that is entering
Lake Whatcom Reservoir from land
disturbance and gardening practices
must be significantly reduced to meet
water quality standards set by the
State Department of Ecology (DOE)
and the Federal Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The DOE
classified Lake Whatcom as an
impaired water body in 1998 and has
recently issued a Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) setting the amount of
pollutants that can safely enter Lake
Whatcom Reservoir. Bellingham and
Whatcom County are mandated to
meet the TMDL, which says that the
watershed must function as though
there were about 80% less homes
and urban development.
The high load of phosphorus
is fueling the growth of blue-green
algae. The blue-green algae cannot
be totally filtered out of the lake water.
When organic carbon compounds
(algae) chemically interact with
halogens such as chlorine (added to
met drinking water standards) it results
in the formation trihalomethanes
(THM) which are a know carcinogen.
Levels of THMs in the drinking water
are increasing because the amount
of algae is increasing. Dr. Robin
Matthews, who has been monitoring
the Lake since 1981, has stated that
the rate of decline in lake functioning
has accelerated over recent years to
what would be expected to see in a
natural lake over the span of several
thousand years.
My Master Gardener project this
year will attempt to help watershed
6

residents make these changes.
Sustainable
Landscaping
for
Watershed Living is a hands-on
educational Pilot Project to work with
homeowners to implement changes
to how their landscapes function.
Gardeners have a huge impact on the
environment. Traditional landscape
design has focused on creating
a visually pleasing appearance.
Sustainable Landscaping begins with
a focus on natural drainage patterns
and how our site design functions,
then considers maintenance such as
water conservation, reduction of use of
chemicals, and energy consumption.
Our landscape can still be beautiful,
plants healthy and vigorous, and our
water resources clean.
Many homeowners find the
prospect of changing an existing
home landscape overwhelming. It
is a huge investment in time and
money. It is intimidating to try to plan
and implement changes that require
altering common practices and
moving outside of their experience
base without support and guidance.
While many homeowners know about
some low impact strategies, they
do not feel comfortable selecting
which would be most effective in
their situation or know alternative,
more natural, methods of landscape
maintenance. This pilot project will
attempt to provide homeowners
with increased knowledge about low
impact strategies, encouragement to
make changes, and a mentor to help
plan the changes they wish to make.
PROJECT SUMMARY:
The overarching goal of the project
is to encourage environmentally sound
gardening practices. To achieve this
goal, I will focus on small, simple steps
that are easily achieved that reduce
stormwater run-off by managing
precipitation as close to where it
hits the ground as possible through
the addition of vegetated buffers,
reduction of impervious surfaces
and improvement of soil texture to
increase its ability to absorb and
slowly release water. To reduce the
amount of garden related pollutants
being washed into the lake, natural
methods of landscape maintenance,

SUSAN TAYLOR........

such as careful selection of plants,
use of native plants, use of disease
resistant plant species and non-toxic
pest and disease management, will
be emphasized. The program is
offered at no cost to the homeowners,
but there will be required community
service that focuses on encouraging
and supporting others to make
sustainable, environmentally sound
changes to their landscapes. Master
Gardeners who live in the watershed
are encouraged to sign up.
TARGETED
PARTICIPANTS:
This Pilot Project is limited to a group
of 6-8 watershed residents who are
interested in making changes to their
landscape and practices that will
have less impact on water quality.
If there is ample interest in the Pilot
Project, WSU Extension will consider
expanding the program. Master
Gardeners who live in the watershed
are encouraged to sign up.
Please call Jill and let her know that
you would be interested to participate
in a later class if you cannot be part
of the Pilot.
PROGRAM OUTLINE:
The program will be five, four
hour work sessions on Wednesdays
from March 25 to April 22 from 8:3012:30. Each session begins with
about an hour classroom presentation
to develop a knowledge base of
environmentally sound options. Two
to three hours of each session will
focus on utilizing the information in
each participant’s plan for site design,
landscape function and maintenance
decisions.
The classroom presentations will
cover: water conservation strategies,
sustainable landscape actions, soils,
stormwater infiltration, native plants,
wildlife
habitat
enhancements,
landscape choices to discourage nonnative Canada geese, plant selection,
sustainable design principles, lawn
care, and low impact maintenance
practices. Other activities include:
tour of existing watershed friendly
home landscapes, a sustainable
Continue on Page 7
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GARDENERS’ JOURNAL:
BOOK REVIEW
BY BARB DEFREYTAS
was her first and only book.
She began working as an
Editor for Harold Ross at The New
Yorker magazine six months after
its inception in 1925. She later
became the head of fiction and
helped the magazine become the
literary giant it now is. Katherine
White was an extremely literate
and cultivated woman. In 1929
she married E.B. White who also
joined the staff of The New Yorker.
He, however, is best known for his
fiction.
Onward and Upward In the
Her book is a compilation of
Garden by Katherine S. White
her garden articles and journals
compiled by her husband after
Onward and Upward in the her death. Written with wit and
Garden was published in 1970, intelligence, her surveys of garden
two years after Katherine S. catalogues made me think again
White’s death at eighty four. It about the stuff I call “fire fodder”

that filters through my mail box
during those long cold winter
months. She took the publishers,
Parks, Burpee, Johnny’s Seeds
and others to task for English
syntax, printing quality, narrative
clarity, photographic images and
even the paper on which they
are printed. How can one be a
decent gardener and order seeds
from these supposedly reputable
companies and now know clearly
what it is that we are receiving in
the mail? It is indeed a delightful
piece of writing. How wonderful to
look at gardening from a literary
perspective with art and wit.
Product Details
ISBN-10: 0807085618

Web Resources and References: Continue
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands: Blue Orchard Mason Bee
http://www,agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture/factsheets/506_osmia.htm
B.C. Ministry of Agriculture and Lands: Bee Behaviour During Foraging
http://www,agf.gov.bc.ca/apiculture/factsheets/111_foraging.htm

SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPING

FOR

WATERSHED LIVING -

CONTINUE

landscaping self-assessment, and on-site consultations at each participant’s yard. At the end of the 5 sessions
homeowners will have created their own plan for design and maintenance and be ready to implement the environmentally
sound changes to their landscape. Gardeners can save the world – starting with Lake Whatcom.
COMMUNITY BENEFITS
Each participant would be required to do a community ‘pay-back’ in return for the free classes and mentoring. It is
hoped that this Pilot Project would result in an additional 100 community contacts to spread the word about sustainable
landscape practices. Participants will be asked to do at least one of the following actions.
• Host a WSU Extension Agency Greener Garden Party for 6-12 watershed neighbors. This would introduce the
program to future participants; provide information to neighbors on low impact practices in a relaxed setting and a
personal tour of these techniques in use in the host’s yard.
• Help at least 3 other people to make one or more low-impact landscape changes. Since untreated stormwater
runoff is creating significant negative impacts on streams and the Puget Sound, participants could work with anyone in
the county to fulfill this requirement.
• Develop and implement a watershed project that would educate others, build awareness of watershed friendly
landscaping and practices, or plant riparian or other area with native plants.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Calling all Master Gardeners: Help us grow communities around greener gardens!
It’s time to set our Greener Garden Party schedule for 2009. These neighborhood gatherings are fun ways to
help people get to know their neighbors while learning together about “green” garden practices.
I’ll be coordinating the Greener Garden Party program this year as a volunteer, and right now I’m putting
together a list of people who have specific skills they’d like to share with others a few times a year for a short
period of time. I need to find volunteers who know about tool sharpening and soil tending, composting, water-wise
gardening, rain gardens, IPM, weed control, and creating a backyard wildlife habitat---plus other topics you can
help me imagine.
What would you like to share with others so they can work together to build strong communities and establish
and care for their gardens in more environmentally friendly ways? E-mail me at cheryll@northnugent.com. Tell
me what you like to do and what knowledge and skills you’d like to bring to our parties this year.
Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley
Greener Garden Party Coordinator

Fruit Tree Grafting Clinic – Saturday, March 14, 2009
Fruit tree pruning season is upon us! As you lop off those water sprouts, remember to save scion wood
for the Foundation’s annual Fruit Tree Grafting Clinic. The Clinic is open to both Master Gardeners and
the public. We hope you will attend and bring your friends and neighbors to this rewarding event. Master
Gardeners will earn three hours advanced education for attendance.
The clinic is held at the Tenant Lake Interpretive Center from 9 am to 12 noon. Our expert and entertaining
‘Master Grafters’ will review plant physiology, rootstock and fruit varieties. A demonstration will follow of
commonly used grafting techniques. Finally, attendees will select their own scion wood and rootstock and we
will assist you in grafting your own tree to take home! Dwarf and mini-dwarf apple, pear and cherry rootstock,
and many different scion wood varieties will be available for a nominal fee.
There is much interest in Asian pears and heirloom apples, so please
bring scions from any trees you may have. Scion wood should be cut from
a section of last year’s vegetative growth, up to 12” or so long and about a
pencil-width diameter. Seal the ends with paraffin or tree-seal, or place in a
zip lock bag, and refrigerate. The trick is to keep the wood from drying out
and keep it dormant until it is grafted. Labeling as to variety is critical.
Contact the Extension office at 360.676.6736 or Luana Schneider at
luasch@msn.com for more information.

It’s Time to Think Spring and Our Fantastic Plant Sale!!!
This year the Master Gardener Plant Sale will be held on Saturday, May 2, from 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. at
Hovander Homestead Park in Ferndale. We will be selling perennials, herbs, grasses and our famous tomatoes.
We will have table seminars, some of the topics are: “No Till, Low Till” gardening, native plants, beneficial bugs,
plant diseases, back yard wild life habitat, hypertufa and restoring rural property.
Our featured speaker will be Karen Teper of Wind Poppy Farms speaking on care of grasses and sedges. Karen
and her husband Bruce will also be vendors, as well as Tree Frog Farm, Smits Compost, Red Barn Lavender, A
Touch of Color, Wild Bird Chalet, and food vendors.
As soon as your plants look alive, please divide and pot them. Always water them immediately after potting to
settle the soil and keep the roots damp. You may come to the OLD GREEN HOUSE to get supplies of pots, potting
medium and white plant labels. Pots are under the trees, soil is piled next to the parking area, and white labels
and pencils are inside the green house door for your use. Each pot, no matter the size, needs its own ID label.
You may take home with you whatever supplies necessary to pot up your plant sale contributions. Please put as
much information on the white labels that you know and that will fit. And if possible, keep the plants in your own
yards until the Plant Sale set up day. We’re having a very long season now, so we need several more donations
to help replace a heavy loss from the flood. Also, encourage your friends and neighbors to donate. The proceeds
from our Plant Sale subsidize many worthwhile local gardening projects!
If you know of anyone, Master Gardener or not, who has a large donation and needs help digging them, please
contact: Pat Edwards (for Bellingham areas) at pamied2@comcast.net / 360.527.9587 or Christine Vander Woude
(for north county areas) at bbvwoude@comcast.net / 360.371.3596.

