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Hello Master Gardeners,
With the departure of Jill things have
been in flux here at the office. Thank you
to all who are still coming in to help in the
office. I would like to ask that if your name
is on the schedule, and for some reason
you can not come into the office, please
call and inform both Vincent and Cheryl so
they can handle calls appropriately.
Thank you to all who are continuing
to volunteer out in the field. It is greatly
appreciated.
The Northwest Washington Fair is just
around the corner and if you have signed
up for booth duties, please remember that
if for some reason you can not fill your time,
it is your responsibilty to find a replacement
and make sure that they receive your pass
to get into the Fair. Cheryl will be getting
the passes after July 25 and mailing them
out to the people who have signed up.
Remember to continue to record your
hours at the WSU online data base. (http://
ext.wsu.edu/testVolunteer/logon.aspx)
If you do not have a computer, pl,ease
come intot he office and you may use the
computer in the Master Gardener’s Office
to enter your time.

This is the first newsletter that is being sent
electronically only to everyone. If you are
interested in receiveng a hardcopy, you must
come into the office and get one.

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County Master
Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles
by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Office.
Editor reserves the right to edit for space considerations, grammar, spelling and
syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
Whatcom County Master Gardener
Advanced Training
9:00 a.m., Thursday, October 1st
Hampton Inn’s Fox Hall, 3985 Bennett Dr, Bellingham, WA

Training Topics:
* WSU’s New Carbon Master Program and
Successful Energy Policies
* Sustainable Landscape Designs
* Selecting and Growing Year Round Vegetable
Crops
* A Practical Approach to Controlling Pests in the
Garden - from Slugs to Deer!
Read the brochure and
make sure that you get
your registration form
in early. This Training
is limited to the first
140.
You will receive a hard
copy of the brochure in
the mail in a few days.
You may also find it on
the web @ http://whatcom.
wsu.edu/mastergardener/
Brochure_2009_small.pdf
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
ABSINTH WORMWOOD-ARTEMISIA ABSINTHIU
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT: Absinth wormwood,
a native of the Mediterranean
area, was introduced into the
United States in the 1800s, and
has since escaped cultivation
and naturalized in many areas.
This plant has been grown both
for ornamental and medicinal
purposes; it has been used as
a medicinal plant and an insect
discouraging plant since antiquity.
An oil produced from the young
flower heads is used to produce
absinth, although liquor made with
this substance is no longer legal in
many countries (artificial flavoring
is now often used in this liqueur,
due to the poisonous and addictive
properties of the chemical derived
from the plant). All parts of the
plant are considered poisonous
and can cause brain damage and
death if taken in large enough
quantities. Absinth wormwood also
has hallucinogenic properties. If
eaten by dairy cattle, this plant will
taint the taste of the milk. Absinth
wormwood grows on a wide variety
of soils, preferring well-drained
sites. It is found on disturbed sites

in grasslands, croplands
and pastures, as well as
along roads, fencelines
and on abandoned land. It
is allelopathic, exuding chemicals
that discourage the growth of
other plants. Large quantities of
small seeds are produced, with
the seed remaining viable for 3 to
4 years. Seed can be dispersed
by wind, water and animals. The
plant can also regenerate from
root fragments.

DESCRIPTION:
Absinth wormwood
is a perennial herb,
related to sagebrush.
Multiple
branching
stems regrow yearly
from a woody base,
often giving the plant a
shrubby appearance.
Absinth wormwood
can grow up to 5 feet
tall, but is usually
about 3 feet tall and 2
feet across. It has a
taproot with shallow
lateral branches. The
olive green leaves
are covered with fine
silky hairs, which
give the plant a
grayish appearance.

The leaves are 2 to 5 inches
long, and are divided into
deeply lobed leaflets. Flowers
are borne on stalks that grow
from the upper leaf nodes. The
yellowish-gray flowers are small
and inconspicuous and flowering
occurs from early summer to
early August. Absinth wormwood
is strongly aromatic.

MANAGEMENT

OPTIONS:

Absinth wormwood can be
controlled through mechanical
and chemical means.
Small infestations can
be dug by hand, if care
is taken to remove as
much as the root as
possible. Tillage can
be used to control
absinth wormwood.
However, plants may
be able to sprout from
root fragments after
tillage, so work may
need to be repeated.
Repeated mowing can
be used to prevent
seed production, but
the plants will not be
killed.
Contact the
weed board for sitespecific
chemical
recommendations.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

Northwest Flower Show shows signs of reviving
The Northwest Flower & Garden show isn’t dead yet. The owner of the annual show at the state
convention center in Seattle, Duane Kelly, told The Everett Herald he has accepted an offer from an
experienced show producer and expects the deal to close later this month. It’s unclear if the new
owner will have time to put together a show next February. Mr. Kelly decided to leave the business
after this year’s show, which has been a 21-year tradition.
Information from: The Herald, http://www.heraldnet.com
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:
DOGWOOD SAWFLY (MACREMPHYTUS LOVETII)
Katherine Harrison
Dogwood Sawfly Larva
Photo by David Cappaert, Michigan State University, Bugwood.org

Many of the new insect pests in our
area are exotics, imported (usually
accidentally) from other parts of the
world. Occasionally, though, we
see native North American species
which have expanded their range
into our area. One such pest is the
dogwood sawfly (Macremphytus
lovetii).
The dogwood sawfly is relatively
common in its native northeast and
Midwest U.S. and prairie provinces
of Canada. Since 2007 it has been
found in Whatcom County. It affects
dogwood (Cornus) species, both
native and ornamental, particularly
Cornus racemosa (gray dogwood)
and Cornus sericea (osier or redtwig
dogwood.)
Damage is usually
noticed in mid to late summer, and
you may begin to get questions
about this damage in the clinic in the
next month or two.

The third instar is a large, fat yellow
larva about an inch long with a black
head and black body spots. This
stage does not feed, but prepares
for pupation. It seeks soft wood,
preferring rotting wood on the
ground. It will sometimes bore into
soil or into wooden or fiberboard
siding of houses. Woodpeckers
sometimes call attention to these
larvae and pupae when they attempt
to excavate them from walls.

Additional information about the

dogwood sawfly can be found
online:
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/
nurspest/dogwood_sawfly.htm

Second instar – note white coating and leaf
damage

(Photo from Steven Katovich, USDA Forest Service,
Dogwood sawflies are not true
Forestry Images)
flies, but belong to the Order
Hymenoptera along with bees and
wasps. The adults resemble wasps Although this pest causes significant
and are rarely recognized. They cosmetic damage to ornamental
emerge from overwintering pupae in dogwoods, there is rarely enough
late spring and early summer to lay defoliation to seriously weaken or
eggs on the undersides of dogwood kill the host plant. Usually hand
picking of larvae will be sufficient.
leaves.
The first instar (larval stage) is small Horticultural oils and soaps can help
and translucent yellow. It begins
to feed on the leaves, but does
not cause much damage due to its
small size. The second instar is
larger and is covered with a powdery
white material. It resembles bird
droppings, which probably helps to
conceal it from potential predators,
such as gardeners and, of course,
Third instar – non feeding
birds. This larval stage is more (Photo from Jill Cotton, WSU
voracious, often devouring entire Whatcom County Extension Master
Gardener)
leaves, leaving only the midrib. This
usually occurs in late summer and
is the point at which most gardeners
will notice the damage.
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as well, as long as they are used
early, preferably when the larvae are
still smaller than about an inch long.
For heavy infestations, pesticides
are available. Check the label to
see which products are appropriate
for this pest and for correct
application rates. Also be aware
that pesticides, like horticultural oils
and soaps, are likely to be of little
use past the second instar stage, as
feeding stops at this point. Choose
the least toxic option and follow label
instructions at all times.

http://woodypests.cas.psu.edu/
FactSheets/InsectFactSheets/
html/DogwoodSawfly.html
http://www.entomology.umn.edu/
cues/Web/105DogwoodSawfly.
pdf
http://www.entomology.ualberta.
ca/searching_species_details.php
?c=8&rnd=42074114&s=5895

Weeder’s Digest

NORTHWEST WASHINGTON FAIR

http://nwwafair.com/fair/

The Northwest Washington Fair is
just around the corner and if you
have never exhibited anything at
the Fair before, maybe this is the
year to do so. Now this is not just
for you, but can be for everyone in
your family, young and old. There
is division for everyone.
This year the Fair is August 17 22, held annually in Lynden, WA.
If you are a big Vegetable Gardener
or Ornamental Gardener the Fair
has a department for you.
This year’s Theme is 99 Reasons
to Love the Fair, so let’s try to get
99% of Whatcom County Master
Gardeners to exhibit something
from their gardens at the Fair!
Both Agriculture and Flower
Departments are located under
the grandstands.
Dept A - AGRICULTURE (Open
Class)
http://nwwafair.com/fair/premiumbook/premium-book-agricultureopen-class/
Entries can be placed on-line
through August 13, or entered from
noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday and
Sunday before the fair. All entries
are due at these times. Exhibitors
may enter only one entry per lot.
Judging: Monday 9 a.m. to noon
Only fruits and vegetables
of marketable quality will be
considered. Uniform size and
maturity of fruits and vegetables is
important.
For judging criteria visit http://
www.whatcom.wsu.edu/ .Click on
“Agriculture” on the left side of the
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page, scroll down to “fact sheets”
and click on “How to Win a Blue
Ribbon”. Fact sheets are also
available at the Whatcom County
Extension Office.
In the Flower Department we
have a new Superintendent. Our
own office manager, Cheryl Kahle,
will be the super this year at the
Fair. She has made some changes
to entering exhibits to the fair and
also when judging will take place.

CLASS G- ORNAMENTAL
GRASSES
Grasses and plants with similar
growth habit (3 stems or blades
depending on growth habit,
length in proportion to variety,
may be longer than 30 inches)
Miscanthus
cultivars)
Panicum
Grass)

sinensis
virgatum

(various
(Switch

Please make sure that you read
the Premium Book for all details
in any of the Departments that you
plan on showing in.

Pennisetum
alopecuroides
(Fountain Grass)

Dept G: FLOWERS (Open Class)
http://nwwafair.com/fair/premiumbook/premium-book-flowersopen-class/

Phormium tenax (New Zealand
Flax)

Cortaderia (Pampas Grass)

Any other worthy named grass
or grass-like plant

Entries can be placed on-line
through August 13. The Entries
will be received from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday and 9 a.m. to
noon Sunday before the fair.
Judging will be Sunday
at 4:00 p.m.
Please read the premium
book for all of the rules
of entering exhibits in
both the Agriculture and
Flower Department.
In Class G - Ornamental
Grasses - Cheryl and her
clerks will be dividing the
grasses into divisions to
help the judges with judging
them.
Here is how she plans
to divide them and if this
works this will be placed in
the 2010 Premium Book.
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GARDEN TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
BY KEN TARR

LONG HANDLE TOOLS
Garden Forks are sold under a variety of names depending on their
size - digging or border, for instance- but these names do not correspond
to standard specifications. Forks are used primarily for breaking up and
preparing the soil prior to planting or sowing, but are also useful for moving
debris or compost and general cultivation and lawn aeration. Border forks
are smaller than digging forks and are used for more shallow cultivation of
planted areas. Most digging forks have square tines tapering to a point.
Don’t buy forks with flat tines, they bend easily.

Spades may also be called digging or border, depending on their size.
They are used for deep soil preparation and for making large planting holes.
Shovels are similar to spades, but have the side of the blade curved upward to form a scoop. They are
used shifting sand, soil or other materials.

Hoes are used to cut down small weeds growing among other plants and for breaking up crusted soil
surfaces. The Dutch or scuffle hoe has an open triangular steel blade attached to a long shaft and is used
with a push-pull action. It is a quick way to clear weeds. The Hula hoe works in a similar way and is also a
good choice. The general gardening hoe has a backward-angled blade secured by a swan-necked stem to a
long shaft. It is used for loosening heavy weed growth and when tipped at an angle, can be used for making
seed drills or rows. Shafts are generally made of light wood.

Rakes consist of a row of metal, wooden or plastic tines/prongs mounted on a horizontal head, attached to
a long handle. They are used for general seed bed preparation and soil leveling. Lawn rakes are designed
for removing moss and dead grass. Their heads are fanned shaped, with springy wire, bamboo, rubber or
plastic tines. They can also be used for collecting fallen leaves.
Next issue:
Small Hand Tools

BOOK REVIEW:
ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, MIRACLE
Barbara Kingsolver has written twelve
books of fiction, poetry and creative
non-fiction and has been translated
into nineteen languages. The Bean
Tree and Poisonwood Bible are familiar
titles to many of us. Published in 2007,
this book is a collaboration between
Ms. Kingsolver, her husband Steven
L. Hopp and her daughter Camille
Kingsolver. After having spent years
living in Tucson, Arizona, the family
decided to abandon the industrial
food pipeline and live on a family farm
in the southern Appalachians with a
farm house, barn, orchards and fields
and a tax zoning “farm use”. It was
their great desire to live in a place that
could feed them. They were tired of
the average food item on the grocery
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

store shelves traveling further than
most people travel on vacation.
This is a story of a year in which
they made every attempt to feed
themselves
with
food
whose
provenance they really knew, most
of it coming from within 100 miles
of where they lived or having been
grown and nurtured by them. This
is not a ‘how to’ book but a look into
what it takes to live in a sustainable
manner, namely getting your hands
dirty and your feet muddy.
The book is packed with historic and
scientific information and reminds us
all why we don’t eat bananas from
Chile in December or avocados from

Mexico
in
January. We
do have every
reason to look
forward to that
first
spring
Asparagus
and
those
first
spring
shoots
of
Spinach and
the beautiful
and fragrant
Rhubarb
grown in our very own back yards. This
book will surely remind us all of the old
truth, you are what you eat.
Review by Barbara DeFreytas
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