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Whatcom County Master Gardeners

Weeder’s Digest
GRADUATION POTLUCK

CALENDAR

Graduation-Awards Potluck Dinner
Don’t forget to mark your calender for
Thursday, November 12. Come help
us congratulate the class of 2009 and
reward fellow Master Gardeners for
their hard work and dedication over the
past year.
This year it will be held at Meridian
High School 194 W Laurel Road. Dinner
will begin at 6:30 p.m. sharp so arrive
a little before. Just bring your favorite
main dish, salad or dessert, everything
else will be provided.
Coming from Bellingham out the
Guide Meridian turn left on the Laurel
Road and go about a 1/4 mile, school
will be on your right and it will be in the
Auditorium/Commons Building which is
the last one. There will be something to
direct you to it.
Any questions call President, Judy
Boxx at 360.398.7591.

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
COMMON CAT’S EAR– HYPOCHAERIS RADICATA
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT:
Common cat’sear is also called false dandelion,
due to its dandelion-like flower.
Although native to Europe,
common cat’s-ear has become a
weed worldwide. It has been in
North America since at least the
1930s, and can be found in lawns,
yards, roadsides, pastures and
waste areas. Common cat’s-ear
can invade undisturbed sites, but
is more likely to invade disturbed
areas (common cat’s-ear was a
dominant pioneering plant on the
slopes of Mt. St. Helens, following
the 1980 eruption). This plant
tolerates a wide range of soil and
environmental conditions, and
can live up to 10 years. Common
cat’s-ear can produce over
2000 seeds per plant, however
seeds do not persist long in the
soil. Seeds are produced in a
dandelion-like puffball, and are
dispersed by wind and by clinging
to animals. Common cat’s-ear
can be a problem in lawns, as
the basal leaves lay flat on the
ground and are usually missed
by mowing. Additionally, the plant
quickly reflowers, if flowers are
mowed. Common cat’s-ear has
been associated with a disease in
horses, Australian stringhalt, but
has not been proven conclusively
to be the cause.

DESCRIPTION:
Common
cat’s-ear is a perennial herb, related
to dandelion. Like dandelion,
this plant also has a milky sap.
Common cat’s-ear has a rosette
of lobed, densely haired basal
leaves, 2-8 inches long. It stays
in the rosette form during its first
year, and starts flowering in its
second year. The flowering stems
can grow up to 2 feet tall, although
often are shorter. These stems
may be branched, and a flowering
head is produced at the end of
each stem. The flowers are 1-1 ½
inches in diameter, and flowering
occurs from May to November.
Plumed seeds are produced in a
puffball, similar to that of dandelion.
Common cat’s-ear has a thick
taproot, which often is branched.
Dandelion, with which common
cat’s-ear is often confused, has a
unbranched flowering stem, with a
single flowering head per stem, and
basal leaves without
hairs.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
Common cat’s ear can be controlled
through mechanical and chemical
means. Individual plants can be
hand dug, but the entire taproot
must be removed, to prevent
resprouting. Some success in
control has been achieved by
cutting the plant below the root
crown, when the plant is in the early
rosette stage. Large infestations
can be controlled by plowing and
repeated cultivation, for two years,
followed by reseeding with desired
vegetation. Contact the weed
board for site-specific chemical
recommendations.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:
VOLES (MICROTUS SP.)
BY Katherine (Kathy) Harrison

With the onset of winter at hand,
creatures which have had plenty to
eat all during the growing season
get hungry. This is when we start
to see more damage to landscape
plants from hungry mammals.
While it is easy to spot some of
these plant predators, such as
deer, others may be beneath our
notice. One common fall and
winter pest is the lowly vole.
So, is it a vole or a mole? Many
people confuse these two small
mammals, probably because
of the unfortunate similarity of
their common names. However,
voles (Microtus sp.) are rodents
and are a serious threat to
our beloved landscape plants.
Moles (Neurotrichus sp. and
Scapanus sp.) are not rodents,
but insectivores. They are more
apparent due to their habit of
leaving mounds of dirt outside
their tunnels. As unsightly as
these may be, moles do little
damage to plants themselves
and may actually benefit the
garden environment by lowering
the population of insect larvae in
the ground. They frequently get
blamed for damage done by voles
who use burrows made by moles
to get around unseen.
Another common name for the
vole is meadow mouse. They do
look like fat mice with (usually)
short tails. Damage from voles
occurs near or just below the
surface of the soil. There may be
evidence of gnawing on the trunks
of woody landscape plants near
the surface. These gnaw marks
are smaller than those of rabbits,
usually less than 1/8 inch, closer
to the ground, and are irregular,
unlike most other cambium eating
animals.
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Voles may also eat roots and
can cause additional damage by
extensive excavation around the
root system leaving air pockets.
Damage done now may not be
apparent to the homeowner until
later in the spring when the plant
fails to leaf out or has stunted
leaf output due to damage to
its roots and bark. During the
winter, severely affected shrubs
and young trees may blow over
because of near-total loss of their
roots.
A common sign of vole presence
is a characteristic pattern of runs in
grassy areas. Voles nip grasses
close to the ground leaving a
“depressed” appearance to the
surface of the grass in a branching
pattern. When there is a fairly light
snow cover (a couple of inches
or less) they may show similar
patterns of elevated snow where it
has been pushed up by the voles.
As with many other pests,
prevention is the best management
strategy.
Voles do not like
exposure, since they are the snack
of the carnivore realm. Keep
weeds clear and grass mowed
around landscape plants and
orchards all year, but especially
before the onset of winter.
Mulch is a good thing in general,
but be careful not to have a thick
layer of loose mulch close to the
trunks of shrubs and young trees.
Voles tunnel through the mulch to
eat the bark.
Young trees and shrubs can be
protected by a barrier of hardware
cloth with mesh ¼ inch or less
buried at least 6 inches deep. A
similar barrier around vegetable
gardens may decrease the
chance of serious vole damage.
Removing root crops before winter
and keeping fallen fruit picked up
prevents these from acting as vole
attractants.

Many predators love to eat
voles. Cats, coyotes, foxes, hawks,
owls, and other mammalian and
avian predators will try their best
to keep your vole problem under
control.
However, predators
will never be able to eat all your
voles. Some years there are just
too many offspring for your helpful
predators to deal with.
Mechanical
devices
(mousetraps) can be effective
at protecting small areas if the
population is not too large. Bait
the traps with chunks of apple
or dabs of peanut butter and set
them inside the runs, covered with
a board.
Few rodenticides are registered
for use against voles in Washington
State. Although mole and gopher
poisons will also kill voles, these
are not registered for this use
and can not be recommended
for vole control. Other poisons
are registered for professional
application if the level of damage
warrants the use of a pest control
company.
Web Resources:
http://gardening.wsu.edu/
library/tree012/tree012.htm
http://snohomish.wsu.edu/
garden/vertchap.htm
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/
homehort/pest/voles.htm
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7439.html
http://www.ianrpubs.unl.edu/
epublic/live/g887/build/g887.pdf
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/
comhort/nooksack/ipmweb/blue/
voles.html
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GETTING READY FOR WINTER
BY KEN TARR
As the fall ends and winter approaching - now is the time to think about protecting
your tender plants and gardening tools.
Dig up those Dahlia bulbs and store in a cool dry place. This is also a good time
for aerating and top dressing your lawn. I also like fertilizing with a slow release
organic fertilizer. Just enough to keep it green - and get nutrients down into the
root system.
If the weather turns to freezing - disconnect all hoses and bring them inside. This is a good time to shut
down your irrigation system, drain pipes, and cover outside faucets to keep from freezing.
Gather all your shovels, rakes forks, hand tools, wheel barrows, and any other tools that may rust. Lay
all your tools out and one by one clean all metal parts with a steel brush or steel wool. Wipe with a light
machine oil or linseed oil. On wooden handles wipe with linseed oil. Once done hand up till next spring.
Store all small hand tools together in a plastic tub or wooden box so they’ll all be there when you’re ready
to use them.
Winterize your lawn mower. Clean off all dirt. Put a stabilizer in the gas tank or drain it completely. This
is a good time to replace spark plug, check for worn belts, change the oil and air filter, oil all moving
parts. Also check the battery if it is a riding lawn mower.
If mower has any noises or not performing like it did when you first bought it, take it to a lawn mower
service center and have checked out. Also any other power tools; like chain saws, hedge trimmers,
weed eaters, etc., this is a good time to sharpen and service them all. Don’t wait until spring, because
the service centers will be overwhelmed with too much work, Usually a 2 to 3 weeks waiting time.
Until next time – Happy Gardening to all.

BOOK REVIEW:
COMING HOME TO EAT
Coming Home
to
Eat:
The
Pleasures
and
Politics of Local
Foods by Gary
Paul Nabhan
Gary Paul Nabhan is a prizewinning essayist and ecologist
living in Flagstaff, Arizona where
he is director of the Center for
Sustainable Environments at
Northern Arizona University.
Dr. Nabhan is attempting to
reawaken modern America to that
need to delve deeply, sensually
and spiritually into its food shed
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Review by Barbara DeFreytas

in an attempt to understand the
full meaning of eating well. He
offers an account of participating
directly in the food that sustains
him and the lives of those around
him. Sometimes his journey to
eat locally touches on the bizarre
but always with the idea that
knowing where your food comes
from can change your life.
This is a timely book when we
consider genetically engineered
foods
and
the
corporate
domination of the food we find
in our grocery stores, the rise
in diabetes, the rise in obesity,
not to mention the rise in foods

contaminated with e-coli. The
author celebrates the sensual
pleasures of food while giving
us an education in global food
politics. It is part personal story,
part research and reflection.
He includes an extensive list of
sustainable food organizations
and an excellent book list for
further reading.
His stories
celebrate the sense of a place
that belongs with our food. We
are reminded: We Are What We
Eat!
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