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Whatcom County Master Gardeners

Weeder’s Digest
MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE
CALENDAR
Another year is coming to a close and the
Extension Staff would like to say Thank You to all
Master Gardeners for their support and help in the
Office, Demonstration Gardens, Workshops, and
at the Northwest Washington Fair.
I would also like to say thank you to all
corresponding writers for this newsletter and for
Jean Powell, for being my proof-reader. Without
you all, this newsletter would not be informative
and be on a monthly schedule.
It is with the Master Gardeners help that we
are able to make WSU Extension a very visible
source of gardening related information to the
general public.
This year we were able to expand with the
Community Gardeners, Sustainable Gardens,
Greener Gardening Parties, Living Lighter Parties
and the new Children’s Garden at Hovander.

I would strongly hope that you all keep the office
informed of any changes in address, phone number
and especially your email.
I hope to see you at one time or another in the
office, but until then, Happy Holidays and enjoy a
safe New Year.
Cheryl Kahle
WSU Extension
Office Manager

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

WSU Whatcom County Extension
will be closed for the Holidays on
Thursday, December 24,
Friday, December 25 and
Friday, January 1.

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
time, especially during the Plant Sale, at Hovander, and in our
many other important projects and committees. Keep this in mind
when planning your 2010 gardening year.
Lastly, included with this Month’s Newsletter you will find a list of
Program Activities and Contacts and a list of Foundation Activities
and Contacts.
Included on the Foundation List are the names, Email and
phone numbers for the 2010 Foundation Board members. We are
always ready to hear your suggestions.
Happy Winter Solstice,
Gloria J. Perez
MFG President

MASTER GARDENERS
Please report any remaining volunteer or continuing
education hours ASAP. You can find an online form or a
printable form at this link:
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/volunteer/gardener.htm
We also need a reapplication form from each one of you,
even the lifetime members, before the end of the year. If you
have not already filled this out, please print the attached form
and return it right away. If there have been no changes in your
contact information, all you’ll need to do is check a box and
sign your name.
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MASTER GARDENER FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

Foundation Board : President :
Vice Presidents:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Members at Large:
Representative to State Foundation :

Gloria Perez
Sandy Keathly
Chris Hurst
Diana Graber
Caroline Correa
Emily Schiller
Jan Carlson

rainglo@comcast.net
sandy@kkindustries.com
cchurst@gle.net
graeber_1@msn.com
cecorrea2002@yahoo.com
egschiller@gmail.com
jcarlson@cablespeed.com

392-8104
961-7799
366-5501
354-7659
647-1232
734-2167
966-5241

Linda Bergquist

bergiesjl@comcast.net

371-5334

Hovander Demonstration garden Coordinator:
David Simonson
Debbie Pereira

Davids98226@aol.com
398-0462
Debbie_pereira@yahoo.com 366-4605

Hovander Weed Garden:

Dick Steele
Janis Walworth

714-8132
Janis@gendersanity.com

Hovander Native Plant garden:
Hovander Annual Garden:

Kendra Bradford
Elaine Gaeta
Sandy Needham

kendrabradford@earthlink.net 733-6028
eirob2@msn.com
527-1576
733-7022

Hovander Culinary Herb Garden: Sandy Bowens

Sbowens469@aol.com

318-9028

Hovander Dahlia Garden:

Dick Porter

dick@dkporter.net

671-6039

Hovander Medicinal Garden:

Laurel Baldwin

LBaldwin@co.whatcom.wa.us 676-9144

Hovander Perennial Garden:

Peg Nathon
Shelia Reid

mnathon@msn.com
sjreid3@comcast.net

714-8170
676-0054

Hovander Outreach:

Luanne Williams

luannegw@yahoo.com

371-0902

Green House:

Judy Boxx
Chris Hurst

boxxjj@aol.com
cchurst@gle.net

398-7591
366-5501

Plant Sale:

Christine VanderWoude bbvoude@comcast.net
Judy Boxx
boxxjj@aol.com

371-3596
398-7591

S. Whatcom Plant Salvage:

Pat Edwards

pamied2@comcast.net

527-9587

Scholarship Committee:

Andi Elliot

elliott3904@comcast.net

734-4270

Publicity:

Linda Twitchell

twitch99@comcast.net

398-2778

rainglo@comcast.net

392-8104

*Please contact me with corrections or additions,
Gloria J. Perez

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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BOOK REVIEW:
THE WILD BRAID

The Wild Braid by Stanley
Kunitz.
This book grew out of
conversations between Genine
Lentine and Stanley Kunitz from
the summer of 2002 into the fall
of 2004. Stanley Kunitz was born
in Worceswter, Massachusetts,
in 1905. He died May 14, 2006,
at 100 years old.
He is one of the most
celebrated poets of our time.
He received the National
Book Award in Poetry in 1995.
He received the Pulitzer and
Bollingen Prizes and his
work has been translated
into numerous languages.

Review by Barbara DeFreytas

President Clinton presented
him with the National Medal of
the Arts in 1993. He was U. S.
Poet Laureate and State Poet
of New York. For many years
Kunitz taught in the graduate
writing program at Columbia
University.
Not only am I a rabid gardener
but in recent years have taken
up the pen to write poetry, so I
went in search of a poet who
was also a gardener. This book
focuses on Stanley Kunitz’s
two greatest passions, poetry
and gardening. Each poem is
prefaced with a conversation
between him and Genine
Lentine. He says at the very
beginning of this volume,
“When I was a child I haunted
the woods. The two essential
components of my imagination
were my fascination with
the natural world and with
language.”

This book is also peppered
with wonderful photographs of
him and his legendary garden
taken by Marine Crawford
Samuelson, who spent many
afternoon hours in the garden
with Genine and Stanley.
Kunitz says, “ The creative gift
has very complex origins; you’re
accumulating and digesting
experience, trying to discover
its meanings, instead of stuffing
it into a closet and moving on
to whatever happens to you
next.” We creative gardeners
are doing this all the time.
We hopefully learn from past
experience.
The poetry in this little volume
is very approachable and the
conversation and comments
made by Kunitz are a delight to
read.
Publisher: W.W. Norton & Co.
ISBN-10: 0393061418

Holiday Centerpiece Workshop
Judy Boxx has offered to be our instructor for this workshop on Monday, December 14, at 10:00
a.m. at our new greenhouse at Hovander. She will be providing a plastic container dish, oasis,
and ribbon. We will need to bring lots and lots of greenery cuttings such as Cedar, Douglas fir,
Skimmia, berries on branches, broad leaf and conifer cuttings, colorful twigs, whatever you
have in your yards. Bring extra to share. Also bring your pruners, a candle, your own container or
dish if you wish, floral picks, and anything you might like to include in your own centerpiece. Be
creative. Please, also bring $2.00 to cover the purchased materials. No need to send money in
advance. Please let me know by phone or email no later that December 5 if you wish to attend.
We will need at least 12 people.
Chris Hurst
366-5501
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
ENGLISH HOLLY – ILEX AQUIFOLIUM
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT: English holly, a
native of Europe, was introduced
into North America for ornamental
uses. It is a common garden
ornamental and is also cultivated
commercially in the Pacific
Northwest, for its foliage. Birds
spread
the
berries,
which
has allowed holly to become
established in natural areas,
such as native lowland forest.
In forests, holly can form dense
thickets that can suppress native
shrubs and young trees. Holly also
reproduces by producing suckers,
and branches can root where they
touch the ground. Holly is tolerant
of a wide range of soil, moisture
and light conditions, allowing it
to invade a variety of sites. All
parts of the plant can be toxic
to humans, if ingested in large
quantities. Berries are the most
likely part to be eaten, and can
cause gastrointestinal problems in
children who have eaten as few as
3 berries.

DESCRIPTION: English holly
is a slow-growing evergreen shrub
or small tree, generally growing up
to 15 to 30 feet, occasionally up to
50 feet. Holly plants may have a
single trunk, or may have several
more bush like stems. The bark
is smooth and silver-gray in color.
The 1 to 3 inch leaves are dark
green, thick, waxy and shiny.
Leaves usually have sharp, thick
spines along the leaf edges, but
leaves on older branches may be
smooth. Some cultivated varieties
have variegated leaves. Flowers
are small, white, inconspicuous
and sweet smelling. Holly flowers
in early to mid summer and the
bright red (sometimes yellow or
orange) fruit ripens in the late
fall, often remaining on the plant
through the winter. The leaves and
red berries are well recognized as
common Christmas decorations.
Plants are either male or female,
with the berries being found only
on female plants.

hand dug or pulled. Larger plants
can also be dug, but this can be
labor intensive due to the extensive
root system. Repeated cutting of
the stems and any subsequent
regrowth will eventually suppress
the plant. Herbicide treatments
are most effective when using cutstump or frilling methods. Foliar
applications of herbicide usually
are not very effective, as the
thick waxy leaves do not absorb
herbicides well.
Contact the
weed control board for chemical
recommendations.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
English holly can be controlled
through mechanical and chemical
methods. Small plants can be

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.354.3990 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

Preparing Holly to Send Away
Do you like to share some of your Holly branches with far-away relatives or friends?
Cut Holly branches from 3 to 24 inches long, best on a sunless day. Be careful that you do not lose too many
berries. Fill a pail with tepid water and add enough detergent to form froth. Take care that all the Holly branches get
through the detergent. After that, cool the branches in fresh, clean, cool water. Then put approximately 3 gallons of
clean water in the pail, and add one of the commercial hormone products that contain Alpha Naphthalene acetic Acid.
Dip all the branches in the mixture. Shake off excess moisture, and now it’s ready for packing.
Pack in waxed paper-lined boxes; cover with some more waxed paper. Close the box and wrap and tie. It is
suggested that you write on the box,” HOLLY.”
If you have to send it across the country, you should do so around the 10th of the month to be sure that it arrives in
time for the Christmas holiday.
We are so blessed here in the Pacific Northwest. Each month has its individual charms. Maybe we don’t have the
regular four seasons in a year, but there is never a completely “dead” season in our gardens.
Wishing all of you a happy holiday season and a healthy new year.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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2010 NORTHWEST
FLOWER & GARDEN SHOW
After last year’s Flower and Garden Show it was not certain if
there would be another in 2010. Founder, Duane Kelly, has sold
the show to O’Loughlin Trade Shows, and they are presenting
“Beauty and Functionality”.
You are invited to join the fun at next year’s annual celebration. The grand event will be held February 3-7 at
the Washington State Convention Center, 7th & Pike in Seattle WA. Times are Wednesday - Saturday: 9:00
a.m. - 8 p.m. and Sunday: 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
An entertaining floral fun fest for you and your friends. Thousands upon thousands of flowers and plants with
all their rich colors, fragrances and textures.
Six acres of inspiring gardens, free seminars for all gardening levels, and shopping at 350 exhibits all strictly
related to gardening, outdoor living and gardeners.
This show promises to be the biggest and best in recent memory. Mark your calendars now. You will not want
to miss this spectacular event.
Tickets ordered online or by phone before January 27, 2010, will be mailed to the address given on the
payment page. Tickets ordered online from January 28 - February 2, 2010 will be held at ‘will call’. A valid
ID from the purchaser of these tickets is needed to claim tickets at ‘will call’.
All orders will be charged a $2 shipping and processing fee. This is a per order fee, not per ticket. You will see
this price on the payment page described as “base price”.
If you would like to order 20 or more tickets, please call our office at 1-800-343-6973 to get our group
discount rate of $15 per ticket.
http://www.gardenshow.com/seattle/theshow/
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