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MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE

CALENDAR

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ONE AND ALL!
I came to the office today and looked at the
calendar and noticed that it is the end of the month,
and end of the year. Where did this year go?
There have been many changes this past year
and there will be more in the future. This is one
thing that we can always count on.
One change that you have noticed is that the
Master Gardener program is not having a training
this year. We are reorganizing and revamping the
training so we will hopefully have a full program in
2011.
But, this has not kept the Whatcom County
Master Gardeners down. This past year there
were more new projects started, and I hope that
this will continue in 2010.
This past year we lost our Program Coordinator,
but, with the help of the MG members, we are
able to keep the newsletter alive, and we will keep
getting information out to all of you. So, please
keep the office informed of any contact information
changes. I hope to have a Roster out soon.
So, enjoy New Year’s Eve, but be careful and
do not indulge in too much spirits and then sit
down to read your gardening/seed magazines.
You may end up in a few weeks trying to figure
out why so many packages are being delivered to
your doorstep.

Reminders
Prepare for the Annual Seed Exchange that takes
place at the February Foundation meeting.
When you are pruning your fruit trees, save some
scions for the Grafting Workshop in March.

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent

Take Care,
Cheryl
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
Northwest Flower and Garden Show
The Northwest Flower and Garden Show trip date is
Wednesday, February 3, 2010.
Our Bellair bus has been reserved and will leave from the
Target Upper Parking Lot at Bellis Fair just off Bakerview Road,
NOT in the regular Mall parking area. Please plan to arrive
around 8:15 AM so the bus can depart promptly at 8:30 AM.
Ticket prices are the same as last year, $40 for Master
Gardeners and $45 for guests of Master Gardeners. They
include the entrance fee and bus ride. Once you commit by
check, it is your responsibility to give or sell your seat if you are
not able to attend. I will keep a “waiting list” if we sell out.

It is suggested you bring a backpack and a bottle of water
plus any snacks you might wish. Lunch can be purchased at the
show, but there are many tables where you can sit to eat your
home-packed lunch.
There will be plenty of room on the bus for purchases. Some
people have been known to bring wheel carts or bags to the
show, but there is a place where you can accumulate your
purchases until ready to depart for home.
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ELEMENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL PLANT SALE
~~Nancy Funk, Master Gardener, Clark County, from November 2009 Seed for Thought Newsletter
The Clark County Master Gardener
Foundation
has
operated
very
successful plant sales for a number
of years. Each year has been better
than the last. Our sales this year were
around $32,000! This achievement
has allowed us to continue to support,
financially and with plant donations,
some wonderful programs throughout
our community.
Where do you start? It takes
organization, planning, coordination,
plants, people and fun! You have to
treat it like running a business, a fun
business. You must consider your
costs, what will sell and what will not.
What is worth your time and energy,
and what is not. Of course this is not
a onetime decision, things evolve as
time goes on and the world changes.
As an example, this year we really
ramped up the number of vegetable
seedlings we started. We anticipated
that many more people were growing
their own “Victory Gardens.” Bingo! We
were almost cleaned out on the first
day of our two-day sale. We could have
sold another 500 basil plants, squash,
and cucumbers. We sold about 900
tomato plants in gallons, along with
double that amount in 4” pots.
We are fortunate to have the use
of several old greenhouses and plant
storage space at the former WSU
Research Station. It allows us to send
out our “dig team” to people’s houses
to dig up perennials, shrubs, trees and
bulbs. You name it, we dig it. (We do
have a few exceptions for some alltoo-common plants.) The dig team will
bring the plants back to the greenhouse
and after the potting soil is brought in,
by the truckload, the volunteers go to
work of chopping, hacking, sawing,
dividing and conquering of our plant
haul. We are sorta like the Good-will
or Salvation Army of the plant world.
Don’t throw it away, we will grow it.
After each plant is potted up in the
appropriate size container and labeled,
they are put in the pot yard or shade
houses. We segregate by type and variety, unfortunately sometimes having
to shift from spot to spot to make more
room for additional plants of the same
variety. We never know what the next
dig will bring.
We were also very successful this
past fall and winter doing propagation
by stem cuttings. This was a great
learning experience for all of us, and a
great addition to our plant sale.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

One other area that has been a
success is house plants. We have an
old, rather small greenhouse we keep
heated and ventilated all winter. Again,
we take in the neglected, and bring
back to life or divide, do stem or leaf
propagations, and, voilà, more plants.
PRESALE PREPARATION . . .
Timing Is Critical. (The abovenoted work is ongoing and pretty much
just evolves.) Once you establish your
plant sale date, you work backwards.
You want everything to be at its peak
for the sale, and in bloom if possible.
You don’t want your tomatoes leggy,
or your annuals too stubby. I use the
Harris Seeds Cultural Guide, which is
free on request with any order. It will
tell you how many weeks to finish for
different size containers, i.e., 4” pot, 6
pack etc.
Planning. Forming a calendar is the
best way to avoid missing something.
It gets very hectic when you are
starting seeds, dividing plants, and
transplanting at the same time.
November or December is the
best time to start your planning. It is
also time to order seeds and bare root
stock.
Volunteers. We set regular work
days, and send out weekly e-mail
updates to our volunteers. Without the
MGF volunteers, we would be nowhere!
Many hundreds of hours go into our
sales. It is a great learning experience
for everyone, and a heck of a lot of fun.
With a myriad of backgrounds, each
person brings something special to
the greenhouse work days, as well as
great treats to go with our coffee. (Yes,
I do let them take coffee breaks; well,
sometimes.)
Materials and Supplies. It takes a
lot of pots/trays/liners/labels, etc., to
put on a sale. I scrounge around to find
used items from growers, nurseries,
individuals, wherever we can get free
supplies. Craigslist will sometimes
have these items listed as free, uhaul. I will then gear up my MGF truck
buddies, and away we go.
I was also very successful this past
year asking for donations of leftover
seeds from nurseries and garden
centers.
Advertising. As a non-profit, local
papers will carry the information for the
plant sale. Keep it short and simple.
Flyers are always a great idea. Posting
in local places, handing out at the
farmers’ market or other plant sales

works very well. Post large signs at the
sale location a few weeks before the
sale. It is surprising how many people
driving by will stop in on a whim.
Plant-Sale Supplies. Flat boxes
are a must for carrying plants. Have
as many wagons, wheelbarrows and
carts available as possible. The more
they can carry, the more they will buy.
We even had a Boy Scout Troop at the
sale to help people take their purchases
to their cars. It was a win-win for both
parties; they made tips, and we got the
wagons back in circulation sooner.
Put out signs with pictures of the
plants. This gives customers an idea of
what they are purchasing, particularly
if not in bloom.
Pricing and Staging. Be sure
everything is priced. Hanging baskets
(we had over 75 fuchsia baskets),
specialty or unusual plants have a
specific price tag on them. For the
others we use colored plant tags, to
note $1.00, $4.00, $5.00, etc. These
tags are then pulled out by the person
tallying the purchases on a pre-made
chit, to be given to the cashier. Be
sure you have enough ticket writers
and cashiers, so the customers don’t
get discouraged with long lines. These
chits are then stamped “paid,” and are
shown at the exit gate.
Post signs reflecting the pricing
color-code system.
Price to sell, not to give away. Check
local prices the week of the sale, to be
competitive. People expect a bargain
at our sale. “Let’s make a deal” works,
too.
Displaying your products to best
advantage is essential. Make things
look inviting, and like a “must-takehome.”
DAY BEFORE . . .
We always have a setup work party
the day before the sale—putting out all
of the vegetables and annuals, moving
the houseplants to a better display
greenhouse, making sure everything
is priced, setting up tables for
cashiers, raffles and holding area, and
assembling boxes. Water everything
one final time. Put the carts and
wagons out. Make sure the parking is
marked, and a plan is in place. Review
specific job assignments for the next
two days. A pizza and salad lunch is
always a big hit. Watching the weather
starts weeks out, but the day before,
it is all eyes to the sky. Good weather
helps guarantee success.
Continue on page 7
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IS YOUR GARDEN HARBORING BOTANICAL BULLIES?
THEY MAY BE PRETTY, BUT SOME NON-NATIVE GARDEN ORNAMENTALS ARE KNOWN
FOR THEIR HABIT OF ESCAPING CULTIVATION AND INVADING NATURAL AREAS.

Policeman’s helmet
(Impatiens glandulifera)
invades wetland and
riparian areas.*

Orange hawkweed
(Hieracium aurantiacum)
spreads by rhizomes and
runners.*

Bighead knapweed
(Centaurea macrocephala)
is also sold as
lemon fluff and globe centaury.*

Invasive cultivars of English
ivy (Hedera helix) invades
parks and forests

Herb Robert
(Geranium robertianum)
invades forest understory.

Purple loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria) forms
dense monocultures in
wetlands. There are
no sterile cultivars.*

Butterfly bush
(Buddleja davidii)
displaces native vegetation required
by butterflies for reproduction.

Yellow flag iris
(Iris pseudacorus)
invades wetlands.

Garden loosestrife (Lysimachia
vulgaris) invades wetlands.*

Clary Sage (Salvia sclarea)
invades pastures and rangelands.*

* Indicates plants on the Washington State Quarantine List. It is illegal to distribute, transport, buy, sell or offer for sale plants, plant
parts or seeds.
Weeder’s Digest
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:
SPIDER MITES (TETRANYCHIDAE)

BY KATHERINE (KATHY) HARRISON

Twospotted spider mite adults & eggs
Photo courtesy of Ralph E. Berry, Department of
Entomology, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR.

“In Winter a gardener’s fancy lightly
turns to thoughts of houseplants.”
(With deep apologies to Alfred Lord
Tennyson.) With little to do in the
outdoor garden this time of year, more
attention is paid to indoor plants. This
is when many houseplant diseases
and pests are likely to be noticed.
One such pest is aided by the
warm, dry air typical indoors in winter.
Spider mites (Family: Tetranychidae)
are arachnids, or arthropods with
eight legs. They can be devastating
if not noticed and dealt with early in
an infestation. Uncontrolled, they can
lead to serious leaf loss or even the
death of the plant.
Spider mites cause damage by
piercing plant tissues and sucking
out sap. This results in discoloration
and / or stippling of leaves, usually
beginning on the undersides near
vein bases. As more of the leaf is
damaged it may turn yellow or bronze
and drop off.
One of the most common
household spider mite is the twospotted spider mite (Tetranychus
urticae) which also infests a wide
range of outdoor garden plants during
the warmer months. These mites are
seen as tiny yellowish ovals, barely
detectable by the naked eye. More
noticeable are their webs, which are
produced when mite numbers reach
high levels. These webs resemble a
spider’s cobweb, which explains the
common name.
The life cycle of two-spotted spider
mites can be quite short, as little as
one to two weeks if conditions are
optimal. Mature females can lay up to
a dozen eggs a day, usually near leaf
veins. Egg laying can continue for up
to two weeks. These eggs hatch in one
to two days into voracious nymphs,
which begin to feed immediately and
nearly continually. Empty egg shells
are nearly as large as adult mites
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

and can be of help in diagnosing
the problem. Nymphs mature into
reproducing adults within a week if
temperatures are warm.
Control of two-spotted spider
mites can be difficult once numbers
reach high levels. Unless the affected
plant is very valuable, the best control
at this point is to dispose of the plant
to limit infestation of surrounding
houseplants.
If mites are identified early, a
number of measures may be effective.
Check any plants suspected of
harboring mites by placing a piece of
white paper beneath the discolored
leaves and tap the branch gently. Look
for tiny moving dots on the paper.
Repeatedly spraying plants with
water from a sink sprayer or in a
shower and with particular attention to
the undersides of leaves can physically
remove a large number of mites and
eggs and may keep populations low
enough to prevent serious damage to
plant tissues. It also raises humidity
around the leaves to the detriment of
mite development. To be effective,
this should be continued daily over
the course of several weeks.
Most insecticides are useless
against mites. If any chemical control
is used, be sure to read and follow all
directions carefully. Choose products
labeled for indoor (houseplant) use on
spider mites and thoroughly cover all
surfaces, especially the undersides of
leaves. Do not use miticides labeled
for use on outdoor plants unless they
also list houseplants on the usage
label. Repeated applications in 10 to
14 days may be needed to kill newly
hatched mites.
For spider mite problems in a
greenhouse or with large numbers of
plants in a single indoor room, such
as a sunroom, predator mites may
be considered. These mites, such
as Phytoseiulus persimilis, can be
such effective predators of pest mites
that they can completely eliminate
the spider mite species.
These
predator mites are available from
many distributors, and can be found
on-line. These species thrive in warm
environments, like a greenhouse
or your house and are active yearround.

As with so many problems, a better
strategy for dealing with spider mites
is prevention. Healthy plants are more
resistant to damage. Drought stress
in particular can lead to susceptibility
to mites, so keep houseplants
adequately watered. Place plants in
optimal lighting conditions and provide
good drainage. Keeping humidity high
with pebble trays or regular misting
can suppress mite activity.
Quarantine new houseplants in a
separate room for a month or so and
observe them closely until proven not
to be infested. Avoid bringing outdoor
plants into the house for the winter.
The benefit of a summer outdoors is
not worth the risk of devastating losses
to mites. If you can’t help yourself, at
least quarantine those plants until you
are sure they are free of mites.
With a little care and attention,
houseplants can live a long, healthy
life without the heartbreak of spider
mites.

Leaf Damage and Webbing
Photo courtesy of Jeff Hahns

Links for more information:
http://pep.wsu.edu/hortsense/
scripts/query/displayProblem.asp?tab
leName=Insect&categoryID=13&prob
lemID=6031
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/
CEPublications/eb1750/eb1750.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/
PESTNOTES/pn7405.html
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/
PUBS/insect/05507.html
http://www.extension.umn.edu/
distribution/horticulture/m1183.html
http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu/ent/
biocontrol/predators/phytoseiulus_
persimilis.html
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Mount Baker Beekeepers Association
Swarm Catchers
2010 Swarm Catchers
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Name

Phone #

Coverage Area

Cathy Brooking and
Pete Sallee

Home: (360) 733 2978
Cell: (360) 739 0872

Whatcom County,
North Skagit County

Russell Deptuch

Home: (360) 380-5426
Cell: (360) 815-3989

Bellingham, Ferndale, Birch Bay,
N.Whatcom County

Cathy Duren

Home: (360) 671-0351
Cell: (360) 303-1642

Bellingham, Everson, Ferndale,
Whatcom County

Michael Jaross

Home: (360) 676-9214
Cell: (360) 483-9754

Fairhaven, Chuckanut, WWU,
Lake Padden

Melissa Johnson

Home: (360) 255-3769
Cell: (360) 752-2485

Bellingham, Deming,
E.Whatcom County

Jim LaHatt

(360) 676-8332

Downtown Bellingham

Jim Lyons

(360) 733-2480

Geneva

Bob Mosher

(805) 689-9315

Deming, Acme, Kendell, Glacier

Rod Parks

Home: (360) 384-6444
Cell: (360) 296-0229

Ferndale, Custer, Birch Bay,
Lynden

John Raney

(360) 398-2965

North Bellingham

Sean Slocum

Home: (360) 393-0211
Cell: (360) 371-2390

Ferndale, Custer, Birch Bay,
Blaine

Paul Spinelli

(360) 734-1116

Bellingham

Kirk Spoelstra

Home: (360) 384-0770

Ferndale, Custer, Birch Bay,
Whatcom County

Michael Tsiporenko

Cell: (360) 201-7815

Ferndale,Custer, Birch Bay,
Blaine, Bellingham, Lynden

Roger Woods

Home: (360) 734-8355
Cell: (360) 201-9089

Bellingham, N. Bellingham
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GARDENERS’ TIDBITS:
Whatcom County School Garden Collective
Job Opening - Garden Educator: part-time, seasonal
The role of the garden educator is to provide support to schools throughout Whatcom County whose teaching
staff wish to use school gardens as an extension of their classroom. Duties include overseeing and supporting
initial garden creation; coordinating with teachers and parents to schedule, plan for, and deliver class activities
in the garden; planning and tracking what gets planted; overseeing the work of garden volunteers; and
providing communication about activities in the garden to the greater school community.
Garden Educators report to and are employed by the Whatcom County School Garden Collective, a project
of Common Threads Farm.
Employment is part-time and seasonal.
2010.

Positions are open until filled, ideally no later than January 20,

The website for the Whatcom County School Garden Collective can be found at http://www.commonthreadsfarm.
org/content/view/22/36/

NSEA To Plant Living Christmas Trees at Stream Restoration Sites
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association Kicks Off a New Living X-mas Tree Donation Program in
Whatcom County
If a beautifully decorated tree is one of your favorite ways to ring in the holiday season, and you’ve thought
about a living Christmas tree, but weren’t sure what to do with it after the season ends - the Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement Association’s Living X-mas Tree Donation program is the answer you’ve been looking for.
This year the local environmental nonprofit group is accepting donations of living Christmas trees to be used
in streamside habitat restoration projects throughout the county.
Trees will be accepted at the NSEA office, located at 2445 E. Bakerview Road, between 8 AM - 5 PM MondayFriday, December 28, 2009 through January 8, 2010 and Saturday January 9, 2010 from 10 AM -2 PM.
Each year living Christmas trees are becoming more and more popular because of their many advantages
over other types of Christmas trees; including decreased fire hazard, delicious fragrance, and the fact that
they may often be used for more than one year as a living Christmas tree in the home. For more information
please visit NSEA’s website at www.n-sea.org.

Plant Sale Continue from page 3
DAY OF SALE . . .
We arrive early to be sure everything is ready. The guys are parking cars, which start arriving an hour before the gate
opens. Last-minute staging takes place, putting up final signs, pruning one more twig, a yellow leaf pulled off, adjusting
this display, straightening one more pot. The cadre of volunteers are in place, hats, aprons and sunscreen on, Sunset
Western Garden Book tucked under the arm, pencils and clipboards ready to tally, cash registers primed and waiting, then
it is time!
The gate opens, oh my gosh, stand back as the hoards of shoppers come rushing in. They are going so fast, that some
are picking up their wagons and running, too slow to be pulling an empty wagon!
It begins, it ends, we have done the best we can for this year, and wait for the tally to come in. And I start thinking, what
can we do better next year, maybe more basil, more yellow marigolds, not so many trees, one more cashier . . .
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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