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I am so glad to live in the Northwest. Even when
we have wacky weather it is not so bad. Here it is
late March and we have seen the temperature drop
over 30 to 40 degrees overnight in Denver and
then drop more snow, along with record rainfall in
the east coast. I will be so glad for the sun to stay
with us again for more than 1 day.
But with our very mild winter this past year, we
will have to remember to be cautious of our water
supply.
I have decided to continue this year with the
duties of Flower Department Superintendent at
the Northwest Washington Fair. I would love to
see our Master Gardeners exhibit their flowers,
grasses and plants, try a hand at flower arranging
and just come on out to enjoy the fair while they
celebrate 100 years this coming August. This year
the fair dates are August 16 -21, and they will be
celebrating the 100th year this year.
As you know the county, state and even the
nation is in budget troubles still after a year. And
with that comes budget cuts, and with budget cuts
comes changes. One of these changes is starting
in May. The Whatcom County Noxious Weed
Control Board, currently at 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham will be moving to the Civic Building,
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham. The
phone number and website will remain the same
- 360.715.7470
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/
publicworks/weeds
Until the next newsletter
Take Care,
Cheryl

Pre-Meeting Social Time
It seems to be a common consensus that we do
not know many of our fellow Master Gardeners.
Since we generally attend the same functions
each year, we do not come in contact with others
volunteering at different projects in the community.
So we have suggested a simple beginning solution
to help everyone acquaint themselves with
others in our fold. It is important that we all wear
our name tags. The ones with the year on them
are especially helpful. Starting with the general
meeting in April, which I know you will all attend,
we will have a social “hour” before each meeting.
It will start at 6:30 p.m. when the doors open. Yes,
that is actually only 30 minutes. The meeting will
begin at the usual time of 7:00 p.m. Our hospitality
chair will be setting up the coffee pot so as always,
bring some goodies to share as you socialize.

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES

Revised Master Gardener Handbook
The WSU Extension Master Gardener Program Handbook has
been revised (1/2010) and is available on the WSU web site.
Go to: http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/. You can also fudge like
I often do, and Google it: mastergardener.wsu.edu and the
WSU page you need will be offered. Click staff and volunteers
on the left side of the page and follow the links.

Reporting Volunteer Hours
In the WSU Extension Master Gardener Program Handbook,
Master Gardeners are asked to report volunteer hours,
monthly, to the Volunteer Hours Reporting Data Base, (use
the link above.) If anyone is having difficulty meeting this
requirement, or, if you have questions about the why, the how
or the what, please contact President Gloria Perez. Whatever
problem you may have, we will work to resolve it.
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HOVANDER
HOMESTEAD PARK
HAPPY SPRING PLANT DIGGING TO YOU!!!
Hopefully you are doing your best to dig and divide
plants and bushes and a few trees, getting them potted
and ready for our plant sale. We need as many as we
can get, since we are so popular and the sale is the
day before Mother’s Day. Saturday, May 8. We will
send out another email for the days and times of our
set-up at Hovander Park.
You are welcome to:
Take pots and soil from the Old Greenhouse and bring them back with your plants in them.
You may leave plants (ANYTIME) at the Old Greenhouse.
Each Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. is the work party.
So, ask family and friends for donations.
Thank you, Christine VanderWoude and Judy Boxx

WORK PARTIES
Wednesday, March 31, will be “start day” at Hovander. We will begin preparing for the 2010
garden projects--so MG veterans who enjoy the Hovander experience, come join us! Hovander
work days will be each Wednesday from 9:00 a.m. till noon until mid October.
David Simonson
davids98226@aol.com

CHILDREN’S GARDEN
The Children’s Story Garden, at Hovander Homestead Park, is a place for kids and adults to grow
together. The Whatcom County Master Gardener Program is offering Free Programs, a FeeBased Program called Veggie Patrol, and Wednesday Visits for special groups.
The first of the Free Programs, Pot a Plant, will be held on Saturday, May 8, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
at Hovander Park, as a part of the annual Master Gardener Plant Sale.
The Fee-Based Program, Veggie Patrol, is a summer long program beginning on Saturday, April
24. With the help of Master Gardeners, children and adults will meet to plant, maintain, and
harvest vegetables in the Children’s Story Garden. In addition there will be special lessons on
topics such as composting and making worm bins, creative container plantings, beneficial bugs,
and art in the garden.
Special arrangements can be made for groups such as schools, 4-H groups,
and home schoolers to meet on Wednesday morning.
For more information:

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener/csg
childrens.garden@wsu.edu
(360) 676-6736
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WHATCOM WEEDS:

NOXIOUS WEED CLASS DEFINITIONS AND CRITERIA
In an effort to prioritize the necessary work for noxious weed prevention and management, the
Washington State Noxious Weed list is separated into three levels of classification. The categories
are as follows:
Class A:
not native to the state
limited distribution, new invader
prevention of seed production mandated statewide
a serious threat
goal: eradication
Goal of the Noxious Weed Control Board: Class A weeds: species with
a limited distribution in Washington. Preventing new infestations and
eradicating existing infestations is the highest priority. Control of these
species is required by law.

Bighead Knapweed,
Centaurea macrocephala

Class B:
not native to the state
abundant in some areas; unrecorded or of limited distribution in other
areas
a serious threat to uninfested areas
goal: containment and eventual eradication
prevention of seed production in designated areas/counties
Goal of the Noxious Weed Control Board: Class B weeds: species
that are presently limited to portions of the state. Class B Designated
species are selected for control in regions where they are not
Tansy Ragwort, Senecio jacobaea
yet widespread. In regions where a Class B weed is already
abundant, control is decided at the local level, with containment
as the primary goal.

Class C:
any other noxious weeds
abundant or widespread
weeds of special interest or concern
control at county discretion
Goal of the Noxious Weed Control Board: Class C weeds: species
found to be widespread in the state. Whatcom County Selected
Class B and Class C Weeds are targeted for educational or
biological efforts only.

Canada Thistle, Cirsium arvense

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. 901 W. Smith Rd,
Bellingham, WA 98226. Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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Going Down the Stoney
BY DANIEL MOUNT

David Cox’s Sculptures at Bellevue
Botanical Garden, Bellevue WA

A dull red stone sits on the
windowsill above my desk.
It was shiny as spit the rainy
September day that I dug it up:
a jewel.
This stone is not a diamond,
but what geologists call an
erratic. “As glaciers melt and
retreat, they leave behind
rocks and boulders, some of
which have been carried great
distances. These erratics [are]
aliens in their new geologic
communities,” environmentalist
Bill McKibben tells us.
Geologists are generally
most interested in house-size
boulders. But many northern
gardeners are familiar with
these aliens in sizes ranging
from pebbles to cobbles. They
are an integral part of glacial till,
a mixed soil of clay, sand, gravel,
and stones. If you’ve ever dug
a hole to plant a tree and spent
the better part of an afternoon
unearthing a boulder, or while
rototilling your vegetable patch
stirred up hundreds of stones in
various sizes and colors, you’ve
met some erratics.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

These stones, accumulated
in large glacial deposits
known as pin runs, are mined,
screened, and sorted by size.
Used for everything from French
drains and pea gravel paths,
it is likely that some of these
mined erratics have entered
your garden in a truck, too. In
one month, Pacific Topsoils,
Inc., can sell up to 1,300 tons
of drain rock to Puget Sound
landscapers, moving them,
once again, far beyond their
native soil. For decades,
these mined stones have
also been a popular additive
to concrete. This concrete,
washed and brushed while still
moist, creates a product called
exposed aggregate. You can
see evidence underfoot on older
streets in Seattle, and in the
driveways of new subdivisions
alike.

elegantly totemic pillars. And
Portland, Oregon, based artist,
Jeffrey Bale, sometimes uses
stones found on site, creates
stone mosaics methodically
selecting, sorting, and placing
each stone as if weaving.

So, what do you do with your
erratics after a day of gardening
and “mining”? Do you toss
them over the fence into your
neighbors yard? Or do you
throw them in the garbage can
like I saw one gardener do?

The next time your shovel
hits something hard, don’t
curse, but dig harder, joining
gardeners and artists who have
found ways to lift these humble
stones to the level of jewels.

Maybe you’re not an artist,
but, like me, find these stones
unavoidable yet useful. In a
woodland garden I created,
I herded them into groups,
watching how size, shape, and
placement create relationships.
I find their rough humbleness
less alien in a naturalistic garden
than the more graceful, and
imported, Mexican river rock.
They become sculptures in the
winter, when the exuberance
of summer goes underground.
Some
become
gardens
themselves,
developing
beautiful pelts of moss.

Many gardeners and artists
find them useful, and beautiful.
At The Dunn Gardens in
Seattle, the garden design
team Whithey and Price
build small pyramidal piles of
unearthed stones under their
rhododendrons, creating homes
for spiders which, they believe,
are effective in controlling root
weevil. Maple Valley artist David
Cox, magically defies gravity
by “balancing” large cobbles in
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DIGGING STUMPS
BY KEN TARR

About 2 years ago I cut down some Laurel trees or very large shrubs
in my side yard to let more light and air circulation into my back yard.
I guess they were 15-20+ feet tall. I cut them about 4 feet off the
ground. Some died, but the rest sprouted out new life. So now the
hard part, digging out the stumps.
I grabbed my shovel/pick and found the smallest shrub to begin work
on. About 90 minutes later, I had the stumped removed. Cutting
roots with an ax proved to be quite difficult, so I used a sawsall to
cut through the roots. By the end of the first day I had two stumps
removed.
On the second day I knew I would need some new blades for the sawsall, so I headed to the local
hardware store and instead of getting sawsall blades, I was able to find pruning blades that fit into
my sawsall. So back to work in removing more stumps from my side yard. I found that these roots
are extremely tough but to make sure that they do not come back, I had to make sure that I remove
as much as possible from the ground.
By the end of the second day I was able to remove 2 more stumps. I found a secret in helping
me remove the bigger heavier stumps from the ground, once I used my shovel/pick to loosen the
ground around the stump. It is a Come Along Ratchet/Winch. This tool uses a long cable, rope or
chain with a ratchet/winch type at the end. I wrapped the cable around a big stump that was still in
the ground as my anchor, then put another cable around the stump I wanted to pull out. As I start
to tighten the cables the stump begins to move from the ground. If the stump doesn’t start to move
from the ground, check to see if you missed any roots. If all the roots are cut the stump will come
right out.
Tools that I used for my project were: Shovel/pick, Ax, Sawsall, Cable, and Come Along Winch/
Ratchet. This will be my project until all of the stumps are removed. Being that this site is on the
south side of my house, this will be my future garden site.
Until next time, Happy Gardening to all!

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent
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