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MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE

CALENDAR

It’s June - Dairy Berry Days, School is out for
summer, summer vacations, and yes, it is time to
get harvesting the early plantings we put in our
gardens. Now, until late harvest all gardeners
enjoy their gardens, flowers, herbs, native, water
and vegetables.
My family has planted some of the garden
that we wanted to plant this year but, with this
wacky weather, I am not sure if we will get the
whole garden in this year. Hopefully, with the new
month here, mother nature will bless us with good
weather so we can go crazy in the garden.
Start thinking about helping at the Fair, August
16 - 21, or, if you do not have time but are very
proud of your garden, exhibiting at the Fair.
Premium books are now up on line at http://www.
nwwafair.com/fair/exhibit-entry-information/
If you have any extra time, and would like to help
in the office, we are always looking for help in the
office. Just call and we will see if your schedule
can work with ours.
Until the next newsletter
Take Care,
Cheryl

Did you Know….
May 9 - 15, 2010 was proclaimed as
Master Gardener Week
by Governor Christine Gregoire.

Reminders
Master Gardeners Workshops every other Sunday
at Hovander Homestead Park, Ferndale
Started May 16 and will continue till October 17.
Each workshop begins at 2:00 p.m.

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Craig MacConnell
Horticulture Agent

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES

2

Weeder’s Digest

3 win college scholarships
Three local students will receive $1,000 college scholarships for the coming year from the Whatcom
County Master Gardeners Foundation.
The Foundation awards scholarships each year to students planning to pursue a career in horticulture,
agriculture, environmental studies or a related field. Money for the project is raised at the MG’s
annual plant sale at Hovander Homestead Park in Ferndale.
Recipients are interviewed and selected by a committee. This spring, eight students applied, from
Acme, Bellingham, Blaine, Ferndale, Lynden and Point Roberts.
“This year we had more candidates than we’ve had in recent years, and the candidates were
overwhelmingly qualified. It was a hard choice,” noted Andi Elliott of Bellingham, chairwoman of the
scholarship committee. This is the sixth year of the program.
Those receiving scholarships for the coming academic year are:

-- Dylan Blake of Blaine, who plans to major in environmental policy and
regulation at Western Washington University.

-- Camden Nix of Blaine, who plans to major in environmental science,
specializing in aquatic ecology and environmental toxicology, at Washington
State University.

-- Chelsea Kollmar of Acme, who will be a sophomore this fall pursuing a
degree in biology at Whitman College in Walla Walla. Chelsea also received
a local MG scholarship last year.

Scholarships are awarded to Whatcom County residents based on academic area of interest,
scholastic achievement and financial need.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
POISON HEMLOCK – CONIUM MACULATUM
BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

purple,
and
absolutely
hairless stem. Plants in the
carrot family should not be
collected for food use unless
the collector is absolutely sure
of the identification, as there
are other poisonous members
of this family that can also be
mistaken for edible plants.
Children should be taught to
avoid these plants.

THREAT: Poison hemlock, a
member of the parsnip or carrot
family, was introduced as an
ornamental plant into the U.S. from
Europe. The plant has become an
invasive weed throughout most of
North America and Australia, and
parts of South America and New
Zealand. It is adapted to a wide
range of climates and can be found
in disturbed sites, pastures, along
roadsides and waterways. Poison
hemlock spreads solely by seed,
which can be moved by vehicles,
people,
animals,
agricultural
products and water. All parts of
this plant are poisonous, causing
fatalities in livestock and humans.
It is believed this was the plant
which was given to Socrates to
drink, causing his death. Poisoning
occurs in humans most often as
a result of mistaken identity. The
seeds are sometimes collected,
being mistaken for anise. Poison
hemlock is also sometimes
mistaken for wild parsnip, wild
carrot or parsley. Children are
sometimes poisoned, by using
the stems for peashooters or
whistles. Poison hemlock can
be distinguished from similar
plants by its smooth, blotchy

DESCRIPTION:
Poison
hemlock is an erect biennial,
growing up to 8 feet high,
commonly 4-6 feet high. It has a
long, white,fleshy taproot that is
sometimes branched. The stems
are branched, smooth, hairless,
and hollow with purple spots and
blotches near the base. It has
fern-like leaves, very similar to
carrot leaves. The flowers are
numerous, white, and grow in
umbrella shaped clusters. After
producing seed, the plant usually
dies.

moth, Agonopterix alstromeriana,
feeds on poison hemlock and has
been unintentionally introduced
into the U.S. from Europe. It is
now established in both the Pacific
Northwest and New England.
The larvae of this species are
capable of complete defoliation of
poison hemlock plants. Although
effective on a site-by-site basis,
these insects are unpredictable in
occurrence and do not seem to be
effective on a regional scale. The
herbicide glyphosate (many trade
names) can be used as a foliar
spray to actively growing hemlock
plants before the bolting stage.
Use a product with at least 40%
active ingredient glyphosate and
mix at a 1-2% rate.
Contact the Weed Control
Board for more site-specific
recommendations.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
Poison hemlock can be controlled
using mechanical, chemical and
biological
controls.
Repeat
cultivation
can be used to control
seedlings.
Hand
pulling is effective
and should be done
before the plant is
in flower.
Mowing
can delay flowering
but the plant often
flowers at a shorter
height, so mowing
must be continued
throughout
the
season. A species of

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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GARDEN FRIENDS & FOES:

SPOTTED WING DROSOPHILA:
A NEW FRUIT PEST

BY COLLEEN BURROWS
Fruit flies are a common occurrence in
our homes, especially as the weather
warms up; these flies, all Drosophila
species, like to hang around rotting fruit
because the females lay their eggs in
the easily accessible flesh. Last
year, a new Drosophila came to
town. This one was different, the
females want a better, fresher start
for their young ones. They come
well equipped for this task with a
sawlike ovipositer that can inject
eggs into fresh fruit while it is still
on the plant. The emerged larva
then takes a feast on that ripening
fruit that was meant for you or me.
Luckily, this pest does not pose a
threat to food safety.
The Spotted Wing Drosophila,
Drosophila suzukii, is native to Japan
and was first found in California in
2008. Last year (2009) it was found
in California, Oregon, Washington,
and British Columbia. Spotted Wing
Drosophila (SWD) seems to prefer the
maritime climates of the west coast
as it does not breed in temperatures
over 80˚F. All soft fruit can be targets
of this pest: strawberries, raspberries,
blueberries, blackberries, plums, kiwi,
figs, peaches, nectarines, cherries, and
grapes. Many of our native fruiting plants
can also be targets of this pest, making
it difficult to control. Harder fruit, such
as apples, will probably not be as much
of a target because it will be difficult for
the female to get her ovipositor through
the tough skin.
Since this pest is new to our region,
work needs to be done to learn about
how it acts and how it can be controlled.
A group of researchers from institutions
in California, Oregon, Washington, and
British Columbia have come toegether
to look into different aspects of the life
cycle, monitoring, and management
techniques.
Some
preliminary
information that we do know includes
identification, general life cycle, and
some monitoring techniques.

Identification:
At first glance, SWD looks a lot like
your run of the mill fruit flies. It is a
bit larger, 2-3 mm long, but both SWD
and other drosophila have red eyes
and yellowish brown colored bodies.
The distinguishing feature of SWD is
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

the spot on the tip of the wing of adult
males. Adult females have a saw-like
ovipositor, but this can be difficult to
accurately locate and identify.

Fruit can also be monitored for presence
of larvae using the fruit-dunk flotation
method. Collect suspicious fruit and
lightly crush it in a plastic zip bag. Add a
mixture of sugar and water (1 quart
water to ¼ cup sugar). The larvae
will float to the top and the fruit will
sink to the bottom.

Management

Life Cycle:
It is estimated that between 3 and 5
generations of SWD can occur each
year. Adult flies overwinter and start
to mate when temperatures increase in
the spring. Females oviposit 1-3 eggs
at a time and each female can oviposit
up to 350 eggs in her lifetime. The
female uses her saw-like ovipositor to
insert her eggs into ripening fruit (hard,
green fruit are less attractive). The
larvae emerge and start feeding on
the interior of the fruit; they go through
three instars before they pupate inside
or outside of the fruit and then emerge
as adults to start again. The adults can
live for 3-4 weeks and will mate and lay
eggs during that time with the potential
to increase the population size rapidly
over a short period of time.

Monitoring:
Monitoring traps can be made easily and
inexpensively using a large plastic cup
with a lid (or a used plastic container).
Drill several holes about 2/3 the way up
one side of the cup, 3/16” in diameter.
Add about 1” of apple cider vinegar to
the bottom. Hang the trap near fruit
level. At least once per week, check
the trap for male adult flies, using a 30X
hand-lens.

Techniques
for
home-owner
management of SWD are still being
developed. One method is to put
several traps around the garden to
catch as many adults as possible.
Good sanitation should also be
practiced, including cleaning up and
destroying fallen fruit. Harvest the
fruit often to minimize the amount
of fruit available for females to lay
eggs into. Some insecticides are
available for home use against this
pest, but they may interfere with
beneficials, including pollinators.

More Information:
Oregon State University is hosting a
website containing information on SWD
and with updates from institutions on the
west coast. There is much information
on this site, including extension
publications for farmers and gardeners,
videos, and research results.
IPM Options for Home Gardeners
http://swd.hort.oregonstate.edu/
information_homeowners
SWD Info for Backyard Fruit Growers
http://swd.hort.oregonstate.edu/files/
webfm/editor/FINAL_Backyard_
Growers_SWD_Flyer_5-5-2010.pdf
Main SWD site
http://swd.hort.oregonstate.edu/

To identify damage to the fruit, look for
oviposition scarring on the sides of fruit.
This can appear as a small hole or scar
followed by a collapse of the fruit wall
about 2-3 days after egg laying.
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BOOK REVIEWS

BY BARBARA DEFREYTAS

NAMING NATURE: THE CLASH BETWEEN INSTINCT AND SCIENCE
BY CAROL KAESUK YOON

Two hundred
and
fifty
years ago,
the Swedish
botanist, Carl
Linnaeus, set
out to order
and
name
the entire living world and ended
up founding a science: the field
of scientific classification, or
taxonomy. Carol Yoon lives in
Bellingham and is a long time
science writer for the New York
Times. In this volume she gives
us insight into the deeply human
act of ordering and naming the
world we live in.

Even children learn early on
to name their world, having
an innate knowledge that a
cat is different from a dog or
a fish. In Naming Nature, she
guides us on a tour of science’s
attempts to order and name the
overwhelming diversity of earth’s
living things. This task has not
gone on without controversy as
scientists tossed out Linnaeus’s
methods in favor of their own
more superior systems. We
travel
from
observational
methods to numerical methods,
chemistry and finally to studying
the DNA.

Naming Nature is an imminently
readable
book.
Although
she is explaining some fairly
complicated scientific methods,
her explanations are readily
comprehensible by the novice.
She not only shows us how
scientists create a science but
also how science can alter
the expression of our own
human nature and enhance our
connection with wild nature.

PILGRIM AT TINKER CREEK
BY ANNIE DILLARD

We all know Annie Dillard for
her quintessential work about
the Northwest from 1870 - 1900,
The Living. I was not, however,
familiar with her Pulitzer Prize
winning work, Pilgrim at Tinker
Creek. Over the course of her
career she has written essays,
poetry, memoirs and literary
criticism.
She distinguishes
herself in whatever she writes.
Her work here is a mystic’s
wonder at the physical world,
expressed in carefully and
beautifully wrought language.
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In this volume she lives by Tinker
Creek, in a valley in Virginia’s
Blue Ridge Mountains. She
calls her anchorite’s hermitage
an anchor-hold to the rock
bottom of the creek itself. Here
she reads, walks and observes
the world around her. It seems
she almost eats books, making
reference to Einstein, Lewis and
Clark, Peter Freuchen, Indian
lore, Emerson, Marius von
Senden, Thoreau , Edwin Way
Teale and others. Throughout
it all she has a keen vision of

her surroundings and their
influence on her.
Although written in 1974, this is
a book for all time. As I sit at my
dining table and observe the
Hummingbirds at the feeder,
I think of Annie Dillard in a
sleeping bag camped by Tinker
Creek listening to the night
sounds and counting the stars.
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