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MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICE

CALENDAR

Happy New Year everyone!! With the new
year, comes new office space. The changing of offices is
almost done. It has been a long wait with getting Building
Maintenance over to complete, but they are here and
working.
In the new year will also come a new Agriculture
Educator. The Search Committee has looked over the
applications, and they will be interviewing soon.
Yes, we will be having Master Gardener classes this
year. It is on line with once a week class time. The
classes start in February.
As always, please keep the office notified of any
changes in your status as a member, change in mailing
address, email address and contact phone numbers.
Please always remember when celebrating, be safe
when out on the roadways.
Until the next newsletter
Take Care,
Cheryl

MONTHLY MG FOUNDATION
MEETING
January’s Foundation Meeting will be Thursday,
January 13. The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM at
the WSU Whatcom County Extension Office, 1000
North Forest Street, Bellingham. Please use the
Laurel Street entrance.
As always, the evening will begin with our non-formal
social time beginning at 6:30 PM, the meeting 7:00
PM with the quest speaker, JoAna D. Phillips.
JoAna Phillips is a Whatcom County Master
Gardener and also USDA-APHIS (Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Services) agent stationed at the
Blaine Border.
JoAna will speak on how to safely transport plants,
avoiding pest and disease movement and following
state and country laws.
As always, our meetings are open to the public and
free of charge. Bring a friend!

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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`TIS THE SEASON
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY GUEST WRITER, JOHN VANMIERT
Catalogues and tools: The new
catalogues are coming through the
mail. Looking to the pictures in these
works of art of flowers and vegetables
gives me a feeling of inferiority. I was
never able to match their products,
even when I bought their seeds.
However, the catalogues shake the
real gardeners out of hibernation,
and start them planning their next
season’s crops. Remember that
good planning is very essential to
prepare for good results.
Looking back to the previous years
should guide you to make the right
decisions.
Of course we can’t value our tools
enough. Tools are only good if kept
in top condition. It’s very frustrating
to spade with a rusty shovel, or
splintered wood handle. All metal
parts should be protected for rust with
some oil or WD40. Wooden handles
should be checked, and best kept in
a dry place.
Yes, our enemies are still around us.
January is the month for checking
all spruce trees for green aphids.
They are the cause for the previous
season’s needles to drop. Their
damage is usually not noticeable until
much later on, but the actual damage
is done earlier. Smaller trees could
be treated by using the watering
hose with a pressure nozzle to shoot
them off. I recommend to do that
three times, December, January and
February. If you like to use approved
chemicals be careful; read the label.
Mild dry days, with temperatures
above 40 F., are conditions
appropriate for doing dormant
spraying. In fact now is the correct
time to apply dormant spray on all
your fruit trees. Be careful not to get
Lime and Sulfur spray on painted
surfaces of walls or decks. The spray
will damage the paint.
Early January is the critical time to
do something to reduce the effects
of Peach Leaf Curl fungus. Spray for
this disease with fixed copper or lime
sulfur. Look in your favorable garden
store and always read the labels for
other recommended fungicides! In
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

fact now is also the time to apply
a good dormant spray on all your
fruit trees, using Lime and sulfur
and a superior oil for sticker. Other
shrubbery could benefit from the
same dormant spray, like lilacs and
roses. However, sanitation should be
first priority. Raking up all old leaves
will reduce many of the of disease
spores of the three ubiquitous foliar
diseases in our region; black-spot,
powdery mildew, and rust. These
fungus diseases overwinter on the
fallen leaves, and also on leaves
remaining on some of the plants.
The time for pruning fruit trees has
arrived. Fruit trees should be pruned
every year; otherwise they become
too bushy with too many branches
which don’t produce fruit. Peaches
and nectarines bear fruit on wood
that is one year old. These branches
had the flower buds set last summer.
A good dormant pruning will produce
more new growth for next season.
Apples, pears, apricots, and plums
develop their fruit on “spurs”. These
are short pointed branches which will
be found along secondary branches.
These spurs are often productive for
approximately five years. Pruning is
necessary to stimulate the growth
for new wood. Tip pruning will
increase sucker growth and retard
fruit production, so prune back to last
year’s wood and to a bud. It’s still too
early to do the final pruning on the
roses, and other cold tender plants.
Don’t neglect watering and feeding.
Make sure that the plants under
overhang of your home have
enough moisture in the soil. Many
times people don’t realize that
their precious plants are drying up
during the fall and winter seasons,
when they stop watering lawns and
gardens. Dig down an inch or so to
check the moisture, especially close
to the roots. Fertilize fruit trees and
other established trees, shrubs,
vines, ground covers, and perennials
so soon new growth starts. Use a
5-10-5 ratio commercial fertilizer or
dehydrated manure. Emerging bulbs
should be fertilized with a 5-10-5
ratio fertilizer as well. Aged manure
is also an excellent source of fertilizer
for bulbs, shrubs, and perennials.

Fertilize indoor plants such as
Christmas cactus. For all potted
plants best results are obtained by
using soluble fertilizers. The plants
can take up the fertilizer only in a
soluble form. Most fertilizers are
drained out because of the frequent
watering of the potted plants.
Forcing branches for early flowers:
When you are doing the pruning
of the flowering trees and shrubs,
collect the branches with the most
flowering buds. These branches of
many flowering trees and shrubs can
be brought indoors and forced into
bloom. Many of the flowering plums
and several of the other improved
varieties are worthwhile to force for
their beauty. Forsythia can be forced
in bloom in a very short time. Also,
leave the root protecting in place
for another month. We can have at
least one more arctic blast this time
of year, so be prepared. Remember
that plants in containers are more
vulnerable to frost damage. Provide
extra protection by placing the
container in sawdust or hay or even
storing in the garage during heavy
frost. Even moving the container out
of the windy area might give enough
protection.
Mulching and wrapping: Very few
plants need the winter protection
of a mulching in our climate. The
misconception that all shrubs, like
camellias and a few others, need to
be covered with burlap or straw is
finally disappearing. The bundling
up of shrubs might do more harm
than good, because new growth may
appear sooner and, if a severe winter
follows, the tender new growth is too
soft to survive.
A good way to protect your perennials
is by mulching with compost. Another
good protection can be obtained by
spreading evergreen branches over
them. Douglas fir branches being
excellent because of the abundance
of their finer needles.
Don’t neglect your lawn, it might
need mowing. Maybe it could use an
application of dolomite limestone. It
still can be done.
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board
What We Do

What Are Noxious Weeds?
Noxious weeds are non-native
Advise Landowners: The plants that have been introduced
main objective of the noxious to Washington from other parts
weed program is to ensure that of the world. Because of their
landowners control noxious aggressive growth and lack of
weeds on their properties, as natural enemies in the state,
required by Chapter 17.10 these species can be highly
RCW. Landowners are advised destructive, competitive, or
through the mail of impending difficult to control. These exotic
visits by the compliance species can reduce crop yields,
inspector. They are advised destroy native plant and animal
in person and/or by mail of habitat, damage recreational
the presence of weeds and opportunities, clog waterways,
the requirement for control. If lower land values, create
landowners do not control the erosion problems and fire
plants, the weed board has hazards, and poison humans
the option to hire a contractor and livestock.
to do the work (the contractor
being paid by the weed board) In Washington State, “noxious
and bill the landowner for the weed” is a legally defined
work. If the bill is not paid, a term. The Washington State
lien is placed on the property. Noxious Weed Control Board
Landowners are advised of determines which plants are
enforcement activities through placed on the Washington
certified mail. The majority of State Noxious Weed List (WAC
landowners make at least some 16-750). These plants are nonnative, aggressive and invasive,
attempt to control the weeds.
but with the potential to be
Our Mission and Objectives: eradicated or controlled in the
We achieve our mission through state. For example, dandelion
the application of clear goals is a non-native, invasive plant.
and a proactive approach to However, it is so widespread,
supporting our community.Click it will never be eradicated or
on image to left to review our adequately controlled within the
Mission, Objectives and related state. Therefore it is not on the
noxious weed list.
activities.
Outreach and Assistance:
We
provide
education
through numerous different
venues, including educational
presentations, site visits and
adventure packed films.

The Washington State Noxious
Weed Control Board adopts a
State Noxious Weed List each
year (WAC 16-750) . The list
categorizes weeds into three
major classes: A, B, and C
according to the seriousness

of the threat they pose to the
state or a region of the state.
The Whatcom County Noxious
Weed Control Board
then
holds a public hearing to adopt
the county list. The Whatcom
County Noxious Weed List is
made up of all Class A weeds,
Class B-designates, and any
selections by the County
Board from the Class B or
Class C weed list. Any Class
A or Class B-designates on
the Washington State List are
mandatory for adoption and
control at the county level.

Announcement:
Hot off the presses, the
third printing of “Livestock
Poisoning Plants of Whatcom
County Pastures”.
It is available on line at
http://www.whatcomcounty.
us/publicworks/weeds/pdf/
poisonousplants2010.pdf
or
contact our office for a hard
copy.
Also available in hard copy
from the Whatcom County
Noxious Weed Control is the
“Noxious Weeds That Harm
Washington State Western
field guide”
along with
“Garden Wise: Non-Invasive
Plants for Your Garden”. Both
of these can be found online
at
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/
education/education.htm if you
would like to download them
instead.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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Northwest Flower and Garden Show
The Northwest Flower and Garden Show trip date is Wednesday, February 23, 2011.
The free demonstrations and seminars look better than ever. Check out the details at
http://www.gardenshow.com
There are still 15 seats remaining. Does one of these seats have your name on it?
Bus will be at the Bellis Fair parking lot near Sears/JCPenneys. Bus leaves
promptly at 8:30 a.m. - Be there by 8:15 a.m. Return time will be 4:30 p.m. arriving in
Bellingham about 6:30 p.m.
Tickets that include the entrance fee and the bus ride are available as follows:
$40 for Master Gardeners
$45 for guests of Master Gardeners and other guests
Make checks payable to: Master Gardener Foundation
Mail payment and names of attendees to:
Gail Haines
412 Park Ridge Road
Bellingham, WA 98225
Please include your email and cell phone numbers.

REPORT YOUR HOURS
REMEMBER: Report your volunteer hours each month. You can access the Volunteer Hours Reporting
Data Base link from our MG WEB site:
Go to our WSU Whatcom County MG WEB site,
1. Click on Useful Links for MGs on the left side of page,
2. Then, click on WSU Master Gardener in the center of the page
3. On the right side of that page is the Volunteer Hours Reporting Data Base link.
There is also a link to Definitions of MG Activity Options, which looks to be helpful.

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program.
Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to
Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Director

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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