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With the state of the economy, it is no surprise that
Whatcom County government is trying to save $. Last
year they imposed furlough days for the employees.
This was, we took a day off with no pay, but the County
government offices were still open and still using energy,
so still using $. So, this year they are now having Country
Closure Days.
Closure days will be in additional to Federal Holidays.
The County will be closed with the exception of Sheriff
and Jail. Here is a list of days that the WSU Whatcom
County Extension Office will be closed for our County
Closure Days.
Closure dates along with Holiday dates. Many will
make a 4 day weekend. There is a total of 10 days of
closures and they will happen the first 10 months of the
year (1 per month).
Monday - January 17 – Martin Luther King Day
Friday – January 28 – Closure Day
Friday - February 18 – Closure Day
Monday – February 21 – Presidents Day
Friday – March 11 – Closure Day
Friday – April 8 - Closure Day
Friday – May 27 - Closure Day
Monday – May 30 – Memorial Day
Friday – June 17 - Closure Day
Friday – July 1 - Closure Day
Monday – July 4 – 4th of July
Friday – August 5 - Closure Day
Friday – September 2 - Closure Day
Monday - September 5 – Labor Day
Friday – October 7 - Closure Day
Friday – November 11 – Veteran’s Day
Thursday – November 24 – Thanksgiving Break
Friday - November 25 – Thanksgiving Break
Friday – December 23 – Christmas Break
Monday – December 26 – Christmas Break

MONTHLY MG FOUNDATION
MEETING
February’s Foundation Meeting will be Thursday,
February 10. The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM at
the WSU Whatcom County Extension Office, 1000
North Forest Street, Bellingham. Please use the
Laurel Street entrance.
As always, the evening will begin with our nonformal social time beginning at 6:30 PM, the meeting
7:00 PM with the guest speaker. At the time of
printing the speaker has not been confirmed. It will
be announced via Lyris.
As always, our meetings are open to the public and
free of charge. Bring a friend!

Until the next newsletter
Take Care,
Cheryl
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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GARDEN MISCELLANY FEBRUARY
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
Lots of work, which should have
been done in January, was
left undone, and should need
attention in February. By the end
of February the pruning of birches,
maples, dogwoods, and others
should be finished. If pruned
later, the bleeding of sap could be
excessive. Complete the pruning
of fruit trees and grapes by mid
March. Roses should get their final
pruning at the end of this month.
We can have some damaging cold
weather in February, so better wait
until the end of the month. Climbing
roses usually have too much
uncontrollable wood all tangled
up and need to be thinned out. If
you wait any longer you might do
damage to the new flower buds.
So, if there are enough stems on
the plant, cut some of the older
ones out, because the newer
younger shoots will produce the
best flowers. Now is the time to do
grafting of fruit trees and all other
kinds of trees and shrubs.
Fertilize all fruit trees and other
established
trees,
shrubs,
roses, vines, groundcovers, and
perennials so soon as new growth
starts. Fertilize emerging growth
with dehydrated manure, or 5-105 ratio commercial fertilizer.
Soil acidity decreases the activity
of desirable soil microorganisms,
and, unfortunately, an acid soil
increases the availability of toxic
elements in the soil such as heavy
metals. Soil acidity develops
gradually as our abundant
precipitation percolates through
the soil. It leaches many dissolved
nutrients below the root zone.
Growing plants remove nutrients
from the soil and some fertilizers
acidify the soil more than others.
To correct soil acidity mix finely
ground
limestone
(calcium
carbonate) into the rooting zone
of your plants. Dolomite limestone
should be used since our soil
is usually low in magnesium.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Dolomite limestone is part calcium
carbonate and part magnesium
carbonate. The right amount of
lime only can be determined by
a soil test. Can we over do it with
lime? Yes, but not easily. Lime
can be applied anytime; however,
if you apply it on top of the soil
always water it down. There is
still time to get lime on your lawn.
Always wait at least fourteen days
between a lime application and
nitrogen fertilizer application. If you
apply lime and nitrogen together,
the nitrogen volatilizes into the air.
Planting & transplanting of
deciduous plants should be done
before they start their new growth.
The month of February is the
deadline for moving and planting
deciduous trees and shrubs.
Planting them later is never 100%
satisfactory. It is a good time to
plant bare root plants, such as fruit
trees and roses. Now you can plant
or transplant all deciduous shrubs
and trees without being concerned
about keeping soil on the roots.
However, watch out for damaging
feeding roots by exposing them to
sun or wind.
Herbs should be divided and
transplanted about every third or
fourth year. Overgrown perennials
can be divided before the new
growth starts. Rhubarb should be
divided about every fifth year, and
they will respond to an application
of nitrogen rich fertilizer.
In mid February we can sow green
peas directly in the garden. By
late February we can sow frost
tolerant perennials. If you have a
cold frame with heating cables you
can seed cool season vegetables
such as beets, carrots, lettuce,
radishes, and spinach.

oil sticker on fruit trees and
ornamental trees, if you did not do
this earlier.
Now is the time for indoor seed
propagation. You can seed hardy
annuals in flats for setting out
later. The use of heating cables
for bottom heat helps speed up
germination and development of
seedlings. Don’t overlook a light
source, which can be standard
fluorescent light bulbs. Don’t
fertilize the new seedlings until
after they develop their true
leaves.
FAQ: Why do the seedlings
started inside in flats shrivel up
and die?
Seeds sown in flats are very
susceptible to a fungal disease
known as “damping off”, causing
the wilting and death of seedlings
just before or after they emerge
from the soil. If seedlings in flats
or containers all of a-sudden
collapse and die, you can be sure
that the fungus is to blame. This
fungus thrives in moist, warm
environments, and that’s exactly
what the grower tries to provide to
seeds to encourage them to grow.
Scrupulous cleaning of your seedstarting supplies and the use of
sterilized soil mix will be your best
defense.
Check up on stored geraniums and
fuchsias. They need now some
water to start their new growth
cycle. Pinch back any long spindly
stems to encourage compactness.
If you kept them in the dark during
the winter, then they should be
exposed to more light. A little
feeding (5-10-5) will bring them
back to growing stage.

On a mild, dry morning, spray
for peach leaf curl, using a fixed
copper. Also, put a dormant spray
of Lime & Sulfur with superior
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
SPURGE LAUREL –
DAPHNE LAUREOLA

.

BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT: Spurge laurel, a
shrub native to Western Europe
and the Mediterranean, was
introduced into North America
as a garden ornamental. It has
escaped cultivation, invading
roadsides, parks and wooded
areas. Spurge laurel can replace
native understory plants in forested
areas, and can form large singlespecies stands. It tolerates a wide
range of environmental conditions,
but grows best in partial to deep
shade. Spurge laurel reproduces
both by seed and vegetatively, by
sprouting from lateral roots. The
berries are eaten by birds, which
aids in seed dispersal. All parts of
the plant are poisonous to humans,
as well as to dogs and cats, and
the sap can cause severe skin and
eye irritation.

leaves, near the tops of the stems.
Oval, black berries are produced
in early summer. Spurge laurel is
slow-growing and long-lived.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
Spurge laurel can be controlled
through mechanical and chemical
means. Small infestations can
be hand dug. Control may also
be possible by cutting the plant
off; making sure the cut is below
the ground surface. Care should
be taken to prevent the sap from
coming into contact with the skin
or eyes. Respiratory irritation has
also been reported from inhaled
droplets of sap.
Contact the Weed Control
Board for more site-specific
recommendations.

DESCRIPTION:
Spurge
laurel is an evergreen shrub that
grows up to 3-4 feet tall. Whorls of
dark green, shiny, leathery leaves
grow at the ends of the branches.
Leaves are oblong in shape, 1-5
inches long and ½ to 1 inch wide.
Spurge laurel flowers in late winter
and early spring, producing small
(less than ½ inch long) yellowgreen flowers. The flowers, which
are tubular and fragrant, grow
in small clusters at the base of

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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Fruit Tree Grafting Clinic
Saturday, March 26, 2011
Fruit tree pruning season is upon us! As you lop off those water sprouts, remember to save scion wood for the
Foundation’s annual Fruit Tree Grafting Clinic. The Clinic is open to both Master Gardeners and the public.
Master Gardeners will earn three hours advanced education for attendance. We hope you will attend and bring
your friends and neighbors to this rewarding event. There is much interest in Asian pears and heirloom apples,
and course evaluation respondents state they would like a greater selection in scion wood, so please bring
scions from any trees you may have. If you can’t attend the class, but have some interesting trees, please
contact Luana at the email or phone below.
The clinic is held at the Tenant Lake Interpretive Center from 9 am to 12 noon. Our expert and entertaining ‘Master
Grafters’ will review plant physiology, rootstock and fruit varieties. A demonstration will follow of commonly used
grafting techniques. Finally, attendees will select their own scion wood and rootstock and we will assist you in
grafting your own tree to take home! Dwarf and mini-dwarf apple,
pear and possibly other rootstock, and many different scion wood
varieties will be available for a nominal fee. Participants are also
welcome to bring their own scion wood and join in the fun..
Scion wood should be cut from a section of last year’s vegetative
growth, up to 12” or so long and about a pencil-width diameter.
Seal the ends with paraffin or tree-seal, or place in a zip lock
bag, and refrigerate. The trick is to keep the wood from drying
out and keep it dormant until it is grafted. Labeling as to variety
is critical.
Contact the WSU Extension Office at 676-6736 or Luana
Schneider at luasch@msn.com for more information.

2011 WSU Master Gardener Workshop Schedule
March 20*

A Vegetable Gardener’s Planting Calendar: Grow vegetables all year round

April 3*

Growing Your Own Vegetable Starts: Save money learning how and when to start your own
vegetable seeds

April 17*

Care and Feeding of Garden Beds: Learn the difference between fertilizer, compost and mulch,
when and how to use them; starting a new bed and using cover crops.

May 7

Master Gardener Plant Sale

May 22

Water Wise Gardening: Learn ways to provide water to your garden and how to use water
judiciously

June 12

Intensive Gardening: How to grow vegetables on small spaces of land or on your deck

June 26

Grow your own herbs: Learn to choose the right location, basic care, maintenance and
harvesting fresh herbs right at your back door

July 10

Pests and Beneficial Insects: Identify the good and bad insects in your garden and learn how
some can keep your garden healthy

July 24

Backyard Habitat: Learn how to attract birds, butterflies and other wildlife to your yard through
the use of flowers, shrubs and trees

August 7

Gardening with Native Plants: Learn why you use them, how to care for them, where to put
them, where to buy them and other resources

August 21

Reforesting Your Wetland: What do you do? Learn right tree, right planting and right
maintenance.

Workshops marked with an * are held at the Tennant Lake house, all others are held by the vegetable garden at
Hovander Park. All Workshops will be held on Sunday, starting at 2:00 p.m. Plant Sale will be on Saturday.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

5

Community First Garden Project
Community First Garden Project supports neighborhoods in creating and maintaining community
gardens in which residents can grow their own food.
What kind of direct support can be received through the Project?
Gardens can receive technical assistance in the designing, planning, budgeting, soil consultation, layout,
and financial assistance for purchasing items to establish, expand or improve community gardens.
Examples include: hoophouses, raised beds, soil, tools, seeds, starts, etc.
New this year— Master Gardener advisors can link up with community gardens to mentor and educate
local gardeners. There are many opportunities for teaching techniques and sharing ideas at community
garden sites. With over 40 community gardens spread throughout Whatcom County and more sprouting
up all the time there is plenty of opportunity. Examples include: establishing a Master Gardener
demonstration bed, leading talks or tours. We welcome your ideas and happy gardening.
For more information about the WSU Community First Garden Project contact Beth Chisholm @
Community.firstgardens@wsu.edu or at the WSU Whatcom County Extension office at 360.676.6736 ext.
50281.

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program.
Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to
Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Director

