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During the month of March our office will be welcoming
2 new staff members, well, really only 1.
The new Agricultural Educator is Chris Benedict. Chris
is not new to WSU Extension; he will be moving up from
the Pierce County office. His background and experience
include both an MS and BS in plant and soil sciences
from the University of Vermont and almost three years at
Cornell University as a research support specialist.
Chris loves to be active outdoors, especially hiking,
climbing, and kayaking. His complementary work–
personal interests include local food production, green
design, and getting involved in community.
We also welcome Beth Chisholm as our new Master
Gardener Coordinator. Beth is currently working in the
office as the Community First Garden Coordinator. This
Project is funded by the Mary Redman Foundation. The
goal for the Community First Garden is to expand access
to local community gardens with small grants that assist
residents with garden growth and community building.
Beth worked as the resource specialist at Whatcom
Conservation District before coming to WSU Whatcom
County Extension. Beth is currently taking the Master
Gardening Training and is excited about the program.

MONTHLY MG FOUNDATION
MEETING
March’s Foundation Meeting will be Thursday,
March 10. The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM at
the WSU Whatcom County Extension Office, 1000
North Forest Street, Bellingham. Please use the
Laurel Street entrance.

We welcome both to the office. We also are planning
an open house in the future. I will announce the date in a
future Weeder’s Digest.

As always, the evening will begin with our nonformal social time beginning at 6:30 PM, the meeting
7:00 PM with the guest speaker. At the time of
printing the speaker has not been confirmed. It will
be announced via Lyris.

Remember the following Closure Days: Friday, March
11, and Friday, April 8

As always, our meetings are open to the public and
free of charge. Bring a friend!

Until the next newsletter
Take Care,
Cheryl

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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GARDEN MISCELLANY FEBRUARY
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
Spring has almost arrived. We
all can observe the readiness of
the flowering plums, forsythias,
and many others to show their
blossoms. Daffodils and tulips
are popping up and will soon be
blooming. Yes, I noticed weeds
springing up in my own garden,
and lawns that needed mowing.
All these are the familiar signs
of the beginning of a new
season. However, frost is still a
possibility and not unusually in
March for our area.
Roses should have their final
pruning now. They appreciate
a fertilizer application monthly
from now through the season
with 5-10-5 ratio commercial, or a
balanced systemic rose fertilizer
which is more convenient,
because it eliminates spraying
for aphids. Newly planted roses
should not be fertilized till after
their first flowering. If you had a
problem last year of Mildew or
Blackspot on the roses, begin
an early spray program! Look
for an approved fungicide, and
adhere to the recommended
use application as mentioned
on the label. Don’t forget to
apply the last of the dormant
(lime & sulfur) spray.
Complete the entire late spring
pruning of fruit trees, raspberries
and ornamentals, and other
shrubs that need pruning, or
shaping. Now is a good time for
pruning the summer blooming
clematis. However, do not
prune spring flowering plants
now. This has to wait till after
the flowering is finished.
Bare root trees and shrubs
still can be planted through
the month of March. Tuberous
begonias should be started
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

into growth around the middle
of March to provide plants for
setting out later at the desired
locations. Many bedding plants
can be seeded indoors for
outdoor planting in May/June.
Dig up and divide and replant
crowded clumps of summer
and fall flowering perennials
such as ornamental grasses,
chrysanthemums, coral-bells,
and etc. Spring flowering
perennials should be divided in
the fall. It’s a good time to plant
strawberries. Buy certified plants
to save you disappointment of
diseases. Applying fertilizer on
June-bearing strawberries in
the spring results in excessive
leaves formation and runners,
and produces less fruits.
Instead, fertilize them in August
to promote maximum growth
and flower buds formation.
Everybody has a rhubarb
plant! And these plants need
an application of nitrogen
rich fertilizer in mid March. A
rhubarb plant requires rich soil,
well supplied with moisture.
Propagation is easily done in the
spring by dividing established
clumps, each piece should
have at least one “eye”.

Dethatch if necessary, and top
dress and reseed bare spots
in established lawns. Fertilize
lawn if you have not done so
in November.
Mid March is
a good time to start fertilizing
your lawn when you are on a
four times a year schedule.
In planning and installing a new
lawn, keep in mind that it’s a
long term proposition, and that
a good foundation includes
soil texture and food supply.
Sometimes it calls for installing
artificial drainage. The soil
needs thorough preparation,
with ample supply of organic
matter. Use a lawn seed mixture
that is recommended for our
area. It’s a lawn seed mixture
of 50% turf-type ryegrass and
50% small fescue. This is
usually very satisfactory for our
area to enjoy the pleasures of
a healthy lawn.
Many use, now-a-days “sods”
instead of seeding a lawn. The
best part of using sods instead
of seed is that you have an
instant lawn.

Compost can be spread if the
soil is not too wet and not too
cold. You can spread that
compost in your perennial beds
March is the time to seed some and vegetables areas. Working
varieties of perennials and cool in a too wet soil results in heavy
weather vegetables directly in clumps, and these are very hard
the planting area. Other seeds to mend to get a suitable seed
of plants that take 70-90 days bed. So, don’t be in a hurry.
to flowering can be seeded into You will be happily surprised to
see the results of using a wellprotected spots.
finished compost in your garden.
The lawn care season begins We can‘t emphasize enough
by the middle of the month. the importance of incorporating
Yes, it’s time to check that organic matter in vegetable and
lawnmower, because mowing perennial gardens.
season has arrived. Correct
drainage problems in the lawn. Happy gardening.
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BUGS & BLIGHT:

BY SHARON J. COLEMAN
HTTP://SNOHOMISH.WSU.EDU/NEWSLETTERS/BUGSANDBLIGHTS/2010DECBUGSANDBLIGHTS.PDF

Winter is that time when trees
are leafless and all the wee
beasties are in a dormant state. Or
are they? Certainly the orchardist/
gardener is inclined to catch up
on back issues of newsletters and
the Goodfruit Grower, preferably
in a cozy room with fire or view.

pretty much all over the tallest, most
upright branch on the apple. Prune
out infested twigs but leave the
branches nearby so any parasitoids
will emerge. (These eggs pictured
are on a pine needle; aphid eggs
on apple will be more scattered and
look more like sooty bits on the twig.)

But there’s more to do in the
orchard, with winter pruning and
shaping. When your energy flags, it’s
a great time to LOOK at those trees.
No leaves gives a great view of trunk
and structure and yes, insects and
diseases. Especially if the gardener
is up in the tree with pruners,
loppers and saw (and camera?).

Lecanium scale is the larger
rounded bumps on twigs. I’ve seen
branches encrusted with females,
and dripping excess liquids, in
the spring. The overwintering
crawler stage looks a bit like a
rounded spot of gelatin on the
twigs.
http://jenny.tfrec.wsu.edu/
opm/displaySpecies.php?pn=510

What might these be you may
ask? Indeed you have guessed it –
various stages of Bugs and Blights.

Oystershell scales – do
indeed look like mini-oysters piled
up on each other just like oysters
at the beach. The scale covering
protects the eggs, and also protects
any mites and parasitoid wasps,
beneath the “shell” through the
winter months. Dormant oils or lime
sulfur are not likely to be effective on
these. Crawlers hatch in late June
in Seattle (despite the books and
journals that report that they hatch
from March through early June).

Tent caterpillar eggs – are laid
in July and winter over with fully
developed larvae inside. The eggs
are covered with a gray foam-like
material called spumaline. Pick off
the eggs when you notice them. Flick
them away so any tiny parasitoid
wasps can emerge normally. The
caterpillars aren’t likely to make it to a
host plant even if they do hatch later.
There are two kinds of tent
caterpillars. Western tent caterpillar
lays the eggs in a circle around a
twig out toward the tip (top). The
forest tent caterpillar, as the name
implies, is more common in the
forested area of the foothills and
is rare in Seattle. They lay egg
mass further inward in the tree
in a patch at the twig crotch. Both
appear in profile as uncharacteristic
bumps around twigs as you look up.
Aphid eggs, on apple, are laid
in fall. Males and females meet,
greet and the females lay large
eggs (relative to her body size
– ouch!) on the bark of twigs. The
one time I found the eggs they were

When this insect first appeared
in orchards in the early 1900s,
there was considerable research
conducted on the life cycle and
control of this insect. It was found
that lime sulfur did not penetrate
or creep under the scale cover,
thus eggs were not affected.
This scale builds up rapidly
on stressed trees. The crawlers
emerge in late June and settle
within hours as soon as they find
a good spot to tap into. They lose
their legs and cannot move again.
While there are over 400 known
hosts, apple, ash, cottonwood and
willow are particularly affected.
h t t p : / / j e n n y. t f r e c . w s u . e d u /
opm/displaySpecies.php?pn=500

San Jose scale – are not
common, if they occur at all, on the
west side of the Cascades. I’ve not
seen them in the Seattle area and
would welcome any observations the
membership may have. With scion
material, stools and plants moving
about the state, there is reason to
believe they could arrive and survive
here. The scale also has a wide host
range that includes other tree fruits
and ornamental plants. The scales
are shaped like lopsided volcanoes
and may be found on bark, branches,
twigs, flowers and fruit. A red spot
develops around the scale when it is
feeding on fruit. Scales may become
so numerous that they encrust, and
may cause death of, twigs and
branches. There is an excellent
fact sheet at the WSU Tree Fruit
Research and Extension Center
website: http://jenny.tfrec.wsu.edu/
opm/displaySpecies.php?pn=490
Shothole borer – While you are
up in the tree, check for signs of
shothole borers. There are several
beetles which will mine under the
bark of fruit trees. Holes that are
exuding sap and sawdust indicate
borer activity; while those that are
clean may indicate old exit holes.
Often the only evidence is a small
hole under or to the side of a bud or
twig. Several species of borers cause
different patterns of damage. Usually
they attack weakened branches.
For more detail specific to tree
fruits, see http://jenny.tfrec.wsu.edu/
opm/displaySpecies.php?pn=530
Natural lenticels allow oxygen and
carbon dioxide exchange between
interior of the wood and outside.
TARGET THE PEST,
PROTECT THE REST

Sharon J. Coleman, WSU Snohomish County Extension, 600 128th Street SE, Everett, WA 98208-6353
Phone: 425-338-2400
http://snohomish. wsu.edu/
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News from Tonie

~~Tonie Fitzgerald, WSU Extension MG Program Leader

It’s been quite a year for WSU Administration. Difficult decisions have been made to meet budget shortfalls
in 2010, and there will be more decisions to be made in 2011. So far, Extension has made up its portion
of the difference by being very frugal since 2008 and in not filling all vacant positions. An administrative
review is underway. People at all levels are asked to work “smarter” via technology and engage in the
university’s campaign to increase non-state funding support.
As dire as this sounds, I’d like us to look at the WSU Master Gardener Program as a strong survivor of
cuts. First of all, we’ve put crucial resources in place, such as our online basic training for interns. The
online training has allowed us to continue training new volunteers at a time when the “old-fashioned way”
of teachers coming in person to counties is no longer possible. More advanced-education opportunities
for veteran MGs are becoming more frequent as faculty and staff produce webinars. And, we have a new,
revised, Extension MG Manual to start the New Year with!
Secondly, with a program-management website for program coordinators, a state office (Brigitta Jozefowski
and me), and MG policies and procedures in place, we are able to have county MG programs continue
when county coordinator positions are lost or on hold. With these resources, I am able to provide leadership
for county directors who are willing to continue MG volunteer efforts in their counties.
Thirdly, the MG program is poised to help with, and benefit from, the university’s campaign goal to raise a
billion dollars over the next four years. The state Master Gardener Foundation and the WSU Foundation
have agreed to work together in targeting donors who want to support the MG program specifically. Also,
many county foundations are in the position of being able to support Extension MG programs when
government support is withdrawn.
I strongly believe that Master Gardeners will continue to be part of WSU in the future, through thick
and thin years, continuing to work on projects where impact can be shown in issues of concern to local
communities. These issues are enhancement of natural resources, sustainability of communities, and
improved health and wellness for Washington residents.
This is a great time to review the mission and vision statements of WSU Extension and think about how
we, in the Master Gardener Volunteer Program, fit in:
Washington State University Extension engages people, organizations and
communities to advance knowledge, economic well-being and quality of life by
fostering inquiry, learning, and the application of research.
Washington State University Extension is the front door to the University. It extends
noncredit education and degree opportunities to people and communities throughout
the state. Extension builds the capacity of individuals, organizations, businesses and
communities, empowering them to find solutions for local issues and to improve their
quality of life.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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The Challenge of Growing Tomatoes in the PNW
Written by Linda Bergquist for Seeds of Thought Newsletter
Whatcom County Master Gardener, Arlene Dangelmaier, organized a tomato growing demonstration/
comparison in the greenhouse at Hovander Homestead Park in Ferndale last summer. They planted
33 different tomatoes in five-gallon planters. A drip irrigation system was installed, and several Master
Gardeners participated in maintenance and harvesting. The tomatoes were taste-tested and evaluated for
ease of growing to help gardeners make informed choices.
The greenhouse was open for the community to see the progress. Signage identified each tomato and
gave a brief description. Arlene developed a “Tomato Quiz”:
1. Where did tomatoes come from?
2. Are they fruits or vegetables?
3. Tomato plants have two different growing habits. They are?
4. Why are tomatoes challenging to grow in the PNW?
5. Which of the following nutritional benefits can be obtained from the tomato?
a. low in fats and calories
b. high fiber
c. good source of antioxidant Vitamin-C
d. very rich in potassium
e. good source of foliate, iron, calcium and manganese
f. rich in antioxidant lycopene
g. good levels of Vitamin A
Most of the tomatoes were donated to the Ferndale Food Bank.

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program.
Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to
Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Director

