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As the new WSU Whatcom County Master Gardener
Coordinator, I am happy to report that the 2011 Master
Gardener Class has successfully been completed by all 22
new trainees.

Thursday, April 7
Foundation Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m. to Noon,
Samuels Furniture Community Meeting Room,
Ferndale

The 9-week training was packed with information, skilled
presenters, fun and informative field trips, the mock clinics
and good times during our Friday class meetings. On the
whole, the challenges of doing an on-line course became
easier as we got our bearings.

Friday, April 8
Extension Office is closed for the 4th scheduled
Closure Day

Now the group is ready to embark on projects within the
community. This talented group of new trainees is raring to
go! Plans include mentoring at the Sudden Valley Community
Garden, helping families through the Bellingham Food Bank
“Garden Project”, teaching at the Bellingham Boys & Girls
Club Youth Garden Club, and more.
We greatly appreciate all the MG veterans and other
volunteers who helped make this year’s training a success.
I look forward to helping new MG trainees, veterans and our
great community of gardeners learn and grow together.
Beth Chisholm
New Master Garden Coordinator and
WSU Community First Garden Coordinator
If you missed some of the lyris messages, this one is one
for everyone that has a facebook acount. Whatcom County
Master Gardeners have their own facebook page. Go to http://

www.facebook.com/pages/WSU-Whatcom-CountyMaster-Gardeners/161556187214276. Our volunteering
season has gotten underway with presentations at the
Home Show and the first of three GardeningGreen
workshops. You can send photos to be posted here of
MG events and volunteer projects.
Until the next newsletter
Take Care,
Cheryl

Thursday, April 14
Foundation Meeting, WSU Extension Office,
Bellingham

MONTHLY MG FOUNDATION
MEETING
April’s Foundation Meeting will be Thursday, April
14. The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM at the WSU
Whatcom County Extension Office, 1000 North
Forest Street, Bellingham. Please use the Laurel
Street entrance.
As always, the evening will begin with our non-formal
social time beginning at 6:30 PM, the meeting 7:00
PM with the guest speaker. This month our speaker
is Pam Erickson of Erickson’s Daylily Gardens in
Langley BC. She will speak about daylillies, oriental
lilies and hostas. Pam wil teach us the varieties,
growing habits, pests and diseases of these
plants. She will also show slides and answer your
questions. You may view their website at http://www.
eriksonsdaylilygardens.com/
As always, our meetings are open to the public and
free of charge. Bring a friend!

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

Foundation Notes
PLANTS NEEDED!
This winter’s severe bookends of 10
degree temperatures have wiped
out a number of precious plants! Is
that good or bad? – possibly very
good for nurseries and THE PLANT
SALE. My first group of pots is
ready but chilly. Remember that soil
and pots are available for your use
at the old greenhouse at Hovander.
You can also bring clumps of
perennials there, to be potted by
the Wednesday volunteers!
SIGNS OF SPRING: Vegetable
gardening workshops at the
Tennant Lake Interpretive Center.
Any extra help would be greatly
appreciated.
David Simonson
prepares the gardeners with a
planting calendar on March 20 and
Alice Wales gets the young plants
starts on their way on April 3 . On
April 17, Katherine Harrison will

Orchard Management:
Cider Fruit Production

demonstrate how to start a new bed and share information
on the differences between fertilizer, compost and mulch and
when and how to use them.
NEW PROGRAM COORDINATOR - Beth Chisholm
One of Beth’s duties is liaison between WSU, Master Gardeners
and the Foundation. There will not be a problem! At the last
board meeting the members invited Beth for a short interview
so we could get to know her. An hour later we discovered
that we had been the “interviewees”!! Her interaction skills are
excellent. If you have suggestions she would like to hear from
you. She will also be looking for volunteers to field the many
requests received by the office. In closing, the Master Gardeners
want to thank our Interim Volunteer Program Coordinator, Jill
Cotton, for her dedication to the position and its goals. She will
continue as chairperson of the Master Gardener Leadership
Advisory Council (MGLAC) and, hopefully, continue to expand
the clinic program. Tuesday, April 12 is the official “changing
of the guard”. Beth will assume her position as coordinator
and Jill will retire to spend some time planning for a special
anniversary celebration.
Best Regards,
— Loretta Hogg,
MGF President

One day orchard management class will offer the
basics of tree fruit production with emphasis on
cider and dessert apple varieties. This is a great
opportunity for hard cider makers to learn about
cider fruit quality and practices needed to produce
large yields. Expert orchardist Gary Moulton will
discuss topics on rootstock, nutrient management,
pest management, irrigation, orchard layout,
planting, pruning, and harvest techniques. The
class coincides with Cider Production: Principles &
Practices but is open to anyone interested in learning
about the essentials of orchard management. The
format of the class will be a lecture and discussion
followed by an optional tour of nearby Red Barn
Cider and orchard.
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“Orchard Management: Cider Fruit Production” will be held
at the WSU Northwest Research and Extension Center in
Mount Vernon, WA. The course will run from 9:00 a.m. - 4:30
p.m., June 25, 2011.
Instructor Gary Moulton started in 1980 with the Fruit
Horticulture department at the WSU Research Station in Mt.
Vernon. In 1991, he took over management, direction, and
leadership of the program. He holds a Master’s from WSU in
Plant Pathology specializing in fruit diseases and a Bachelor’s
in Pomology/Fruit Science from Cal-Poly San Luis Obispo.
He has authored several WSU Extension publications and
produced a widely regarded video on pruning fruit trees.
You may register online at the Northwest Agriculture
Business Center website, www.agbizcenter.org or contact
Jake Fowler at NABC (360-336-3727).
Weeder’s Digest

GARDEN MISCELLANY APRIL

Your Monthly Gardening Guide by John VanMiert

According to the calendar it is
spring, and we might encounter
some spring-like weather on certain
days, maybe followed by some
less spring-like weather. But we
can enjoy from now a continuous
display of flowers, such as bulbs,
border perennials, and flowering
shrubs and trees.
April is the gardening preparation
time. The garden spot can be
spaded or tilled as the soil has
warmed up a bit, and the soil is
dry enough to be handled. If you
spade or rototill too cold, wet soil
you land up with hard clods which
are hard to handle in a seed or
planting bed. Now is a good time
for adding the available compost or
other decayed organic material in
the soil. Organic matter in the soil
is so essential for improving the
physical quality of soil. Its success
of growing a good producing flower
or vegetable garden depends on
it.
Commercial fertilizer with the ratio
of 5-10-10, at the rate of 4 lbs. per
100 sq. feet is the recommended
amount for gardens in the absence
of a soil test. Fertilize your rhubarb
plant once again.
Can a vegetable garden be grown
here in the Puget Sound region
without the use of chemical
fertilizers or pesticides? The
answer to the question is a definite
Yes. Success may require a bit
more effort and vigilance on the
part of the gardener. Manures
and composts are low in fertilizer
values, but the incorporation of
organic matter to the soil is so very
important. Although fertilizers are
more quickly available to plants
in the chemical form, it’s quite
possible to supply a garden’s
entire mineral needs in the form
of organic fertilizers. For example,
gardeners have been using
manures since the beginning of
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

agriculture and they are still an
effective source of organic matter
and nutrients.
Manures and composts are
valuable sources of organic matter
and fertilizer. However, keep in
mind that only half of the applied
manures will be available for the
plants in the first year in a new
garden spot. When manures of any
kind are used to supply nutrients
for crop production, it is necessary
that one understand that they are
quite low in the three essential
nutrients compared to synthetic
fertilizers. For example, to obtain
the same amount of nitrogen as 15
lbs. of ammonium sulfate 21-0-0, it
would be necessary to incorporate
200 lbs. of chicken manure or
1500 lbs. of cow manure (with
bedding) into a garden. In addition,
since raw organic material must
be converted into the chemical
form by microorganisms, before
the plant can benefit of it, there
will be a lag between time of
application and time of use. This
delay is variable depending on soil
temperature and moisture levels.
Perennials should be treated
with the same kinds of fertilizer
and at the same rate. Azalea,
camellia, rhododendron, heather,
andromeda, and some others
need an acid fertilizer with a ratio
of 5-10-5. Care should be taken
that the fertilizer is evenly divided
over the root areas of these plants.
The root systems are very shallow
and fertilizer burning of the roots
has to be avoided. Rhododendron
and azalea should be fed between
now and not later than the end of
July. If a fertilizer should be applied
in later part of summer, a vigorous
growth of the plant results in a
time when the plant is supposed to
get ready for its dormant stage. An
early frost in the fall could be very
damaging to such late fertilized
plants.

Time is now to seed cool and warm
season vegetables and herbs.
Wait with planting of warm season
vegetables until the danger of frost
has passed
Most house plants will benefit from
a monthly application of a watersoluble fertilizer 10-10-10. A few
house plants (like the Bromelias)
should only be fed twice a year, in
the spring and fall.
Continue needed planting of trees
and shrubs. Try different varieties
of azaleas and rhododendrons to
lengthen the blooming season,
Kurume’s in shades of red, Exbury
in shades of yellow, robin hills in
two toned pastels. Dahlia tubers
should be planted, and it is a good
time for division of crowded tubers.
Also, gladiolus should be planted.
End of April and going in May
many annuals and vegetables can
be seeded in the garden.
Prune early flowering shrubs
such as forsythia, spirea, mock
orange, and later deutzia and
weigelia as soon as possible
after the blooming is finished.
Spring flowering heathers may be
pruned or sheared back after they
are through blooming too. This
cutting back is necessary to keep
the plants in a groomed looking
shape. Did you finish the pruning
of your fruit trees? It is last call for
this season’s fruit trees pruning.

It has come to our attention
that at this present time
Whatcom County only has
1 place to buy worms for
composting and that is:
Kurt Hawley
(360) 988-7044 home
(360) 739-9676 mobile
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Bugs & Blight:

By Sharon J. Coleman
http://snohomish.wsu.edu/newsletters/BugsandBlights/BugsandBlights.htm

The purpose of this column is to
help home fruit growers to identify,
prevent, or correctly manage
plant problems which includes
insects, diseases, and animals
and a host of environmental and
weather related problems. Correct
diagnosis will reduce all pesticide
use because 65 – 80% of the plant
problems submitted to the WSU
– Puyallup Plant Clinic are not
caused by insects or diseases.
Why fruit trees fail to bear:
Pollination is key for good fruit
production. Lack of fruit can be
caused by a lack of bees or other
pollinators, lack of a compatible
pollinizer, frost or cold temperature
which damages the pollen tube,
or flowers, and diseases attacking
flowers (botrytis, brown rot of
cherry, plum) or age and health
of trees. This year, keep records
of temperatures, be mindful of
the weather conditions and check
for flower diseases. WSU pub
EB0838 http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/
CEPublications/eb0838/eb0838.
html

Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD)
(Drosophila suzukii) is a vinegar
fly (often called fruit flies), which
can insert eggs into soft fruit by
means of a saw-like ovipositor. It
will provide challenges to all soft
fruit growers. For now trapping is
one way to detect and reduce the
numbers of flies. A workshop for
home gardeners will be held on
Saturdday, April 29 at the North
Whatcom Fire Station 71, 307 19th
St. Lynden, WA, from 1:00 - 3:00
p.m. For more SWD information:
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ipm/
swdhomeowners/

Apple Anthracnose starts first as
tissue-thin bark peeling back from
small branches. Large sunken
cankers may be noticed in the trunk
and larger branches, as the tissue
dies beneath, and new expanded
growth begins on the unaffected
wood. Then the cankers can’t
grow so they appear sunken.
Eventually the dead area splits
into stringy fibers like the strings
of a fiddle. Apples can become
infected causing a bull’s eye rot
in storage. Some cultivars are
highly susceptible. Cankers are
annual and don’t progress but they
can produce spores for 2-3 years.
http://postharvest.tfrec.wsu.edu/
pgDisplay.php?article=J4I1A

See WSU Hortsense for
homeowner products
and a simpler version
http://pep.wsu.edu/hortsense/ →
tree fruit → Apple → Disease →
Anthracnose and http://ipmnet.
org/plant-disease/disease.
cfm?RecordID=36 and https://pubs.
wsu.edu/ItemDetail.aspx?ProductI
D=13404&SeriesCode=&Category
ID=&Keyword=anthracnose $1.50
plus tax.
Tent caterpillars first show up
when the apples begin to bloom.
Look for the first glint of white
silk of the tents, and tiny black
caterpillars. There are tent formers
in spring. For photos and detail
http://snohomish.wsu.edu/garden/
documents/tentcaterpillars0410.PDF

Brown rot of stone fruits is one
of our really damaging diseases.
There is a two-fold whammy:

damage to flowers, which can
impact the potential for fruit to
develop and later infection of the
fruit which turns into a brown,
furry, wrinkled mummy. Brown rot
affects not only cherries but plums,
peaches and some ornamentals
such as flowering almond and
flowering quince.
http://plant-disease.ippc.orst.edu/
disease.cfm?RecordID=272 This
source includes both pesticides
for commercial and home use.
For home use only connect with
Hortsense (http://pep.wsu.edu/
hortsense/ ) → tree fruits → cherry
→ diseases → Brown rot blossom
blight and fruit rot.

The Apple Leaf Curling Midge
can cause leaf rolling and death
and is especially a concern in
newly grafted trees. It has several
generations each year, and
management of the pest is difficult.
This pest is common in British
Columbia and is becoming more
of an issue in Whatcom and Skagit
Counties. http://whatcom.wsu.
edu/ipm/alcm/
WSU Whatcom County Extension
worked with a new pheromone in
2009 to learn about the life cycle of
the pest for scouting opportunities
and possible timing of treatments.

[Apple leafcurling midge leaf damage (galls) and midge
larvae (Courtesy of BC Ministry of Agriculture and Lands)]

Sharon J. Coleman, WSU Snohomish County Extension, 600 128th Street SE, Everett, WA 98208-6353
Phone: 425-338-2400
http://snohomish. wsu.edu/
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News from State
WSU has recently formalized their policy as to what can be counted as continuing education (CE) hours.
This will be added to our Policy Manual. It reads as follows :

Continuing Education Policy for MG Volunteers
There is a minimum state requirement for veteran volunteers to acquire 10 hours per year to qualify for
recertification. The purpose of obtaining continuing education hours is to improve volunteer knowledge
and skill base for performing work as community educators in horticulture and environmental stewardship.
If you have any question about a specific event and whether it qualifies for Continuing Education, please
contact your MG Program Coordinator.
What qualifies for Continuing Education?
• Horticultural courses given by WSU including re-taking basic MG training
• Webinars, field trips and workshops sponsored by Extension.
• Classes offered by accredited institutions: community colleges, technical colleges, universities
• WA State Dept. of Agriculture approved pesticide classes.
• Classes taught by professional associations such as WA State Nursery and Landscape
Association, WA Association of Landscape Professionals, International Society of Arboriculture,
etc.
• Time spent doing research preparing a MG presentation which is then delivered to the
community (limit of 4 times the length of the presentation).
• Time spent doing research for a newspaper or MG newsletter article which is then published.
(limit of 4 hours)
• Other activities, including training on how programs are planned, delivered or evaluated;
presentation skills; meeting facilitation, etc, may qualify. Contact your program coordinator for
pre-approval before listing them on your report.
What does not qualify for Continuing Education?
• Personal trips and tours not pre-approved by the your Program Coordinator
• Garden craft or photography classes
• Personal research or reading not related to a Master Gardener project
• Travel time to and from events

Plastic Pesticide Container Recycling
Northwest AgPlastics is a national leader in pesticide container recycling and a major contributor to over
110,000,000 lbs. of plastic pesticide containers collected nationally since 1992! Washington’s continued
success relies on your outreach efforts to growers, public works, and agricultural or urban commercial
application companies. Your efforts are what makes us stand apart in our stewardship responsibilities.
2011 Northwest AgPlastics pick-up locations and dates are posted at http://www.nwagplastics.com/
Click “Schedules” and scroll to Eastern or Western Washington links.
Northwest Ag Plastics, Inc. collects and granulates plastic pesticide containers for the agricultural
industry in Washington, Idaho, and Oregon. Recyclable plastic can include plastic containers that held
pesticides, micro-nutrients, adjuvants and cleaners; now including mini-bulks, contact Northwest Ag
Plastics for more information on handling mini-bulks.
Carol Ramsay
Extension Pesticide Education Specialist
Washington State University - Pullman
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Whatcom County Noxious Weeds List
Changes to 2011 Whatcom
County Weed List
No new species have been
added to the 2011 Whatcom
County Noxious Weed List. Two
weeds, Yellow Archangel and
Hairy Willow-herb, have been
moved in priority status from
Class “C” to Class “B”.
For information on the various
classes of weeds, see the Weed
Classification page.
The Noxious Weed List is
updated annually and is provided
here in Adobe Acrobat portable
document format (PDF). You

will need the Acrobat Reader Prohibited Plant List
installed on your computer, The Prohibited Plant List
available free from Adobe.
contains the names of those
plants for which it is illegal to
The 2011 Whatcom County transport, buy, sell, offer for
Noxious Weed List can be found sale, intentionally transplant
at:
http://www.co.whatcom. or distribute plants or any
wa.us/publicworks/weeds/pdf/ plant parts within the state of
countylist11.pdf. This is also Washington.
attached to the end of the
newsletter.
The 2008 Prohibited Plant
List can be found at: http://
On the county weed list, noxious w w w. c o . w h a t c o m . w a . u s /
weeds identified with an p u b l i c w o r k s / w e e d s / p d f /
asterisk (*) receive the highest 2008quarantinelist.pdf And this
priority for education, surveying can also be found attached to
and enforcement activities by the end of the newsletter.
the Whatcom County Noxious
Weed Board.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

								
			
Drew Betz
			
Whatcom County Extension Chair

ANNUAL MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE
May 7, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

As you all know, in addition to supporting long standing and important community
projects, the MG Foundation is paying the salary for a much needed Master
Gardener Program Coordinator. Because the annual Master Gardener Plant sale is
our primary source for fund raising, we need every plant you can contribute.
As you do your Spring garden clean up take that time to dig up, divide and set aside
plants for the sale. Encourage your friends and neighbors to donate.
You may come to the OLD green house to get supplies of pots, labels and soil.
Identify each pot with a label. On the label please put as much as information as
you can; color of a flower is always good.
For the best instructions on how to dig and care for your plants, please review the
email sent out by Karen Gilliam on February 14 (see below). The basics are; dig
them up, keep roots moist. Contact Linda Bergquist [(360) 371-5334 or bergiesjl@
comcast.net ] to get advice if you know of a potential large dig.
This is our goal: 12 one gallon potted plants or the equivalent of 2 flats of well
rooted plants from each of us.
Feb 14 Memo
If you don’t have plants at your home, you may want to find friends, neighbors, or other
Master Gardeners that have plants that they would willingly share. There are pots,
labels and soil at the old greenhouse that you can use. If you need help potting, bring
plants, labeled, to the old greenhouse after March 15 and we can help. Please stay and
help us pot them if at all possible. If you have lots of plants, notify Chris Hurst, Linda
Berquist or Karen Gilliam so we will be prepared.
Many plants can be divided by cutting with clean shovel through the crown of the plant.
You may leave your portion in the ground and remove the excess to pot. You can dig
anytime now. If it is not possible to pot plants immediately, place them into a plant tray
(available at old greenhouse) with a newspaper in the bottom to hold the soil in. Be sure
all roots are covered with soil and then place in the shade to await potting. The sooner
we can get them potted, the more established and better looking they will be at the
time of the plant sale.
You may contact Karen Gilliam at jkgilliam@gmail.com with any questions about digging or
potting.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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