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BELLINGHAM FARMERS MARKET BOOTH-- Master
Gardeners are back at the Market!! On Saturday, June 4, we
had a great day start at the market. Thanks to Shelley Halle,
Naomi & John Knowlton, and Z Gregory for volunteering on
a sunny Saturday. Lots of visitors with gardening questions.
Our market booth with be the first Saturday of each month
througout the summer. Next date is July 2 . If you want to
volunteer please contact Beth or Shelley Halle (Booth Manager)
Shelley_Halle@comcast.net
OFFICE CLINIC-- what a wonderful turn out at the clinic this
past few weeks. Thanks to all who have come in to work clinic.
And thanks for your patience as we get organized. If you have
suggestions please let me know or leave me a note. Clinic
Hours are currently Tuesday - Thursday, 9-noon and 1-4pm.
Tuesday mornings have been very popular, Dr. Bob Barker and
Al McHenry have done a great job training some of the newest
Master Gardeners. REMINDER: once you have recieved a
couple training sessions we encourage you to sign up for hours
on your own. If you have questions or concerns contact me.
THE NW Washington Fair is August 15-20 -- Our first planning
meeting is soon date TBA. look for an email
WSU Community First Garden Project has sponsored
the following gardens offering financial, orgainizational and
educational support. Master Gardeners have started mentoring
and supporting these efforts.
Sterling Paz Garden-- Lorrie Yoos, Louise Granger, and
Cathy Tagget
Meridian Middle School Garden -- Mimi Roelof
Sudden Valley Garden-- JoAnn Reitz
Faith Lutheran Garden-- Marliyn Johnson
Maple Falls Garden-Ferndale Friendship Garden-The Foodbank Garden Project also has the help of our
wonderful MG volunteers-- these folks are working directly with
families in need, teaching and inspiring them to grow thier own
food. Nice Job!
There are over 30 community and school gardens througout
Bellingham and the county. Join us as we help neighbors grow
food and build stronger community.
Beth Chisholm
Garden Coordinator & Community
First Garden Coordinator

SUMMER MG FOUNDATION MEETING/
GARDEN TOURS
As many of you know, the Foundation does not have regular
meetings in June, July, or August. Instead, we schedule tours
of members’ and friends’ gardens. Of course, the annual picnic
potluck will, once again, be at Hovander on the 2nd Thursday,
August 11 (regular meeting date). The garden tours are usually
on the regular 2nd Thursday meeting date, but watch closely for
time AND date changes. You may bring a friend or spouse. Feel
free to bring snacks also.
The June tour will be Thursday, June 9, beginning at 6 pm at
Boxx Berry Farm at 6211 Northwest Road. Please be prompt as
it is a guided tour. The second garden will be Karen Gilliam’s at
1155 Clarkson Lane. To get to Boxx Berry Farm go north from
Bellingham on Northwest Road, or north or south on I - 5 to exit
262 and head east on Axton Road. In either case, you want to
come to a 4-way STOP at Northwest Road and Axton. Go north
on Northwest Road a mile or so. Boxx Farm will be on your left.
Look for the sign. From Boxx’s, continue north on Northwest
road about a mile to Clarkson and turn left to 1155 Clarkson
Lane. Park in the field across from Karen’s.

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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GARDEN MISCELLANY - JUNE
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
Just as May is the month of grand
climax for the flowering shrubs,
from early June onward, you’ll
want to enjoy all the early-summer
herbaceous perennials and flowering
shrubs for which our region is so
properly famous. The climate of the
Pacific Northwest is admirably suited
for these beautiful plants. Much of
their success here has to do with
moderate summer temperatures
and our legendary rainfall. An early
settler in Washington State wrote in
his diary, “Heavy rain, rained all last
night. About nine months of the year
here it rains…” All of that rainfall for
most of the year brings the gift in front
of our eyes now. One of the reasons
that these perennials have become so
popular here is because they provide
a beautiful color link between springflowering bulbs and summer-flowering
shrubs and annuals.
Gardening is much easier if you
plant the right plant in the right place,
and plant it correctly! Consider the
requirements; light, sunny to shady,
moisture; wet or dry soil; clay to
sand; nutrients; rich to poor; pH;
acid to alkaline. Temperature; hot to
cold. Yes, some plants can be very
fussy—however, most are tolerant
of a wide range of conditions. A pH
range from 6.5 to 7.5 is ideal for many
of the vegetables and the annuals
and perennials. Acid loving plants,
like rhododendrons and azaleas and
the heathers prefer a more acid pH of
5.5 to 6.
Pruning: Many spring-flowering shrubs
and perennials should be pruned
soon after the flowering is finished.
Take care to keep the natural shape
on the shrubs. Most coniferous and
small-leaf hedges may be sheared,
but laurel, holly and other large-leaf
hedges should be pruned instead of
shearing, each branch being cut back
as necessary without slicing through
individual leaves. Flowering trees
should be pruned sparingly; remember
they need lots less pruning than fruit
bearing trees. Summer pruning of
fruit trees should not be necessary
except taking out the suckers that
are sprouting up from the base of
the trees. If you grow espalier trees,
pruning might be needed to train the
branches in the desired directions.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

Most rhododendrons will finish their
blooming by the end of June. It’s a good
practice to remove the dead flowers
to prevent the plants from developing
their seeds. The seed forming process
takes lots of energy out of the mother
plant. This is sometimes the reason
that rhododendrons have only a poor
crop of flowers, or smaller flowers,
after a year of flower abundance. The
removal of dead flowers is a precise
job; the new buds for next season’s
flowers are directly under the dead
flowers and will be easily damaged or
even accidentally removed.
Flowers: Many of the deciduous
shrubs will be blooming in June. The
Weigelas are in their prime. Other
eye catchers are the beautybush
Kolkwitzia, Escallonia with their
shining leaves and pink or crimson
colored flowers, Deutzia in white and
pink, blue or purple. Many Clematis
will keep flowering in June and some
even into July.
You can intensify the blue-flowering
varieties of Hydrangea macrophylla
with a mixture of iron sulfate and
aluminum sulfate. Be sure to water it
down in the soil.
Fertilizing: Most everything needs
fertilizer in the Northwest gardens by
the end of June or early July. Lawns
need their early summer-application
of nitrogen to carry these through the
usual dry months ahead. If you didn’t
fertilize your rhododendrons this
spring, then now is the last chance for
this year. Remember rhododendrons
and azaleas and most all other plants
should not be fertilized after July 15.
Fertilizer promotes new growth in the
fall, which will not be hardy enough for
our winters.
Don’t
forget
the
houseplants.
Feed monthly with a water-soluble
houseplant fertilizer full strength in
summer. Many houseplants can be
brought outside for the summer when
the nighttime temperature stabilizes
around 60o F.
Cuttings: We can begin taking summer
cuttings after mid June. Any material
which has half-ripened wood is ready
to be taken.
Broad-leaf evergreen shrubs like the
Photinia should be cut a second time

about the middle of the month, and
any shrub that is being trained against
walls, such as the Pyracanthus,
Escallonia,
Ceanothus,
require
pruning and training.
Ideal time for planting cauliflower
or Brussels sprouts. All cabbage
varieties require a good fertile soil.
Winter endive should be seeded after
passing of the longest daylight of the
year. Also leek can be planted. These
are vegetables for the coming fall and
winter.
Flower drop is common on cucumbers,
squash, and pumpkins for a number
of reasons, but the most common
one, especially just as the plants
begin to flower, is associated with
the fact that the first flowers are all
males. Since these obviously cannot
develop in fruit, they will all fall off.
Female flowers, which can be told
by the swollen area just behind the
flower, must receive pollen from male
flowers. If it’s too cold and bees or
other pollinating insects are not doing
their job, then the female flowers will
also fall off without developing fruit.
Female flowers are only receptive for
a day and will abort if not pollinated.
To pollinate female flowers by hand
remove a male flower and take off
its petals. Brush the pollen-bearing
anthers against the stigma of the
female flower, and, if everything else
is ok, you should get fruit.
Birds with babies to feed are our
allies this month. They will prey on
the abundance of aphids, caterpillars,
and other insects.
Watch for caterpillars, earwigs,
leafrollers,
root
weevils
on
rhododendron and azalea, mealy
bugs on ornamentals, powdery mildew
on many varieties of plants, summer
scale on evergreens, webwormswebs on trees, prune to remove
webs, whitefly-insects on underside
of leaves. If chemicals will be used,
check the label on the containers. BT.
is an insecticide special for caterpillars
and larvae, it will not harm beneficial
creature, like bees.
The cutworm is a very destructive
pest in many vegetable and flower
gardens. They hide in the daytime in
the top-inch of soil. Again “BT” is my
first recommendation.
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
BRAZILIAN ELODEA –
EGERIA DENSA

.

BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

THREAT: Brazilian elodea,
native to South America, has been
imported to North America, as well
as many countries around the
world, as an aquarium plant (often
sold under the name of Anacharis).
It has been intentionally or
accidentally
introduced
to
freshwater bodies in many of these
areas. Brazilian elodea forms
dense stands in both still and
flowing waters, which can cover
entire lake surfaces. These dense
stands affect water movement,
water quality, recreational uses
and navigation, as well as
trapping sediment and impacting
native plants and fish. Brazilian
elodea grows rapidly in the spring,
shading out slower growing native
plants. In the United States, this
weed apparently spreads solely by
plant fragmentation, as no female
plants are known to be present in
this country. It is illegal to sell this
plant in the state of Washington.
The first record of an escaped
population of Brazilian elodea in
Whatcom County was found in
October of 2004.

where they form dense mats.
Adventitious roots grow from the
stem nodes. The leaves and stem
are generally bright green. The
leaves are minutely serrated, 13 centimeters long and up to 5
millimeters wide. Brazilian elodea
produces small white flowers, with
three petals, in late spring and
again in the fall. The flowers float
on the water or rise above the
surface on threadlike stems. In this
country, only male flowers have
been found so seed production
is not known to occur here. This
plant is often confused with other
aquatic plants, both native and
introduced. Brazilian elodea has
four (sometimes eight) leaves per
whorl (hydrilla, another introduced
weed has five leaves per whorl,
while the native American elodea,
or waterweed, has three).

bodies. Aquarium plants should
never be discarded in sewer
systems or water bodies. Accurate
identification of Brazilian elodea
is essential before control work
can begin, as it resembles other
aquatic plants, including some
native species. Control efforts can
include chemical and mechanical
measures, although success is
usually limited. Cutting the plants
will open up the water body, but
does not kill the plant. All plant
pieces must be removed from the
water as escaped plant fragments
will spread the infestation. Bottom
barriers can be used in small areas,
such as docks or swimming areas,
to prevent the growth of bottomrooting plants. Where possible,
water drawdowns may be used to
control Brazilian elodea, although
success is dependent on many
variables (degree of desiccation,
MANAGEMENT OPTIONS: substrate, air temperature and
Like all aquatic weeds, control is presence of snow. Grass carp may
difficult and eradication may be be effective in appropriate sites.
unrealistic. To prevent the spread
Contact the Weed Control
of any these plants, trailers, boats
and fishing gear should be carefully Board for more site-specific
inspected to avoid transporting recommendations.
plant materials between water

DESCRIPTION:
Brazilian
elodea is a submersed, freshwater
perennial. It roots in water up to 20
feet deep, with the stems growing
up to the surface of the water,
Photo courtesy of Thurston County Noxious Weed Agency
Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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We’re Having a Beach Party at the 2011 MG Conference in September
~Kathy Eko, Master Gardener, Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties
Be certain to register for the 2011 WSU Master
Gardener Advanced Education Conference, to be
held this September in beautiful Ocean Shores.
As well as providing an excellent opportunity
for advanced education, this conference, cosponsored by the Master Gardener Foundation of
Washington State and the WSU Extension Master
Gardener Program, promises three days of good
company, good food and good fun.
The conference, September 22-24, features 28
seminars from which to choose eight classes to
attend. Our exciting keynote speaker this year will
be Amy Stewart, the best-selling author of Flower
Confidential, the Good, The Bad and the Beautiful
in the Business of Flowers, and her latest, Wicked
Bugs: A Natural History of the Dark Side of Bugs
(available spring, 2011).
All seminars and general sessions will be held at the
Ocean Shores Convention Center, only one block
from the beautiful Pacific Ocean. So, in between
all the seminars, go for a walk on the beach, fly a
kite, or spend some money at the Market Place,
the conference store, for a huge variety of plants,
garden tools, clothing, and books. Register now
and make your hotel plans to take advantage of
the MG conference rate.

Registration for the full conference costs $175 until August 14, when a late-registration fee will
apply. Register online at http://www.regonline.com/mgfbeach2011.
We’re also pleased to be able to offer some incredible optional pre-conference tours, including a tour to the
breathtaking Quinault Rain Forest, a fun and educational boat tour of the more than 25 miles of interlocking
fresh waterways of Duck Lake by the Ocean Shores Electric Boat Company. Also, you can choose to take
a shoreline tour led by author and speaker Alan D. Rammer, a retired Specialist Marine Conservation
Educator from the Washington State Dept. of Fish and Game. If you are coming to the conference with a
spouse or friend, they may enjoy the 1st-ever “Companion Golf Tournament,” a nine-hole scramble to be
held at the Ocean Shores Golf Course on Friday, September 23.
We can’t wait to see all of you in September. Please direct any questions to Claudia Matthew, conference
cochair for this year’s event host, the Grays Harbor/Pacific Counties Master Gardener Foundation:
mgfbeach2011@gmail.com

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.
Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Chair

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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