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Hello gardeners! Finally some sun to warm our soil and our
backs.
OFFICE CLINIC—Thank you to all the volunteers who have
been coming in for clinic. I will leave copies of the office
procedures for you to read.
Clinic hours for the summer will expand to be MondayThursday, morning 9 am-noon and afternoon 1-4pm. If you
need clinic hours and can work on Mondays, Wednesday
or Thursdays please sign up. Tuesday are full but if you
would like the opportunity to work with Bob Barker and Al
McHenry you are welcome to sign up for one Tuesdays
morning shift.
Bill Baldwin is also a great clinician who is in the office on
Thursday mornings.
Reminders—we only need 2-3 volunteers per shift. If you
cannot make a shift, please call and let us know so we can
try to find someone else to cover.
2011 Trainees—if you need orientation or training time with
a veteran let me know. If you have already received some
training from a veteran, then you are ready to try a shift or
two on your own!
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES…
July 2 - Master Gardeners at the Bellingham Farmers Market
this month will focus on Natives. Stop by for a visit-- bring
your ideas, questions, etc. August will focus on weeds. In
September, we are partnering with WSU Carbon Master
volunteers to focus on sustainable home and landscaping.
Contact Shelley Halle if you would like to volunteer.
Shelley_Halle@comcast.net. THE MARKET CAN COUNT
AS CLINIC HOURS!!
July 6 - 5-6 pm Come and learn from the best!! This Mini
compost workshop at the new Faith Lutheran Community
Garden, (McLeod & NW Ave). If you are looking for a
refresher on the dos and don’ts of composting, then join us
for a fun garden session led by master composters!!

July 13 - 2:30 pm Janet Bieber will talk on Intensive Gardening
at the Bellingham Senior Center’s Garden Club. Take a look at
their new edible community garden.
Northwest Washington Fair - August 15 - 20
Planning has
begun. We are looking for your help and creativity. Our Fair
Booth committee: Les Hyko, Janet Bieber, Marjorie Dinicola,
Katie Welch. We need your help.
Contact me for more information.
Beth Chisholm
Garden Coordinator & Community
First Garden Coordinator

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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GARDEN MISCELLANY - JULY
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
July is the month we will/should be
rewarded for all the Tender-LovingCare spent in the garden. We can
enjoy the diversity of flowers, and
eat fresh fruits and vegetables.
Spring flowering bulbs will have
finished their season and may
be dug, cleaned and stored.
Tulips should be lifted every
year. Daffodils need only to be
dug up after 3 to 5 years when
they become too crowded. Your
Irises need attention right now.
Irises have thick underground
stems, called rhizomes; they
grow at ground level or partly
below. Every year, underground
offshoots develop from these
parent rhizomes. After three, or
sometimes 5 years, the plants are
getting crowded producing smaller
flowers as a result. It’s the right
time to divide and replant the Irises
now to be assured of beautiful
flowers next year. A caution for late
summer Irises dividers: Rhizomes
replanted too late in the summer or
fall are very susceptible to winter
damage.
Gather herbs for drying. Pick them
in the morning to preserve the
fragrance. The leaves should be
completely dry.
Cutting roses or removing the dead
flowers will encourage subsequent
bloom. Most hybrid tea roses will
continue to bloom and will provide
good fall display if you prune
carefully now. A monthly fertilizer
application is needed to keep the
roses blooming. I recommend a
systemic fertilizer for supplying
the nutrients and some pesticides
to cope with aphids.
The yield of beans and cucumbers
will be improved if the plants are
watered well with a weak liquid
fertilizer. Be sure to make regular
harvests from your vegetables
while they are in their prime
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

condition. Remove the suckers
from tomatoes, and watch for
needed staking to keep the fruits
off the ground. Overhead watering
of tomatoes should be avoided.
Moist weather and overhead
irrigation are often to blame for
Late Blight on tomatoes.
Some summer pruning of fruit trees
should be done in order to prevent
diseases for the next season.
Remove all pruning trimmings
away from the fruit trees.
Fertilizing landscape plants after
late July, using a high yield nitrogen
fertilizer should be avoided for our
area, because it might stimulate
vigorous new growth later in the
fall, which will not be hardy enough
for early frost. You can fertilize
again after the plants are dormant.
Flowering shrubs and trees, like
forsythia, deutzia, hydrangea,
potentilla,
flowering
cherry,
crabapple, hawthorn and others
benefit from a fertilizer containing
only phosphorus and potassium
(0-10-10) for more flower setting.
It makes the plants also hardier for
winter season.
The time to prepare for winter
gardening is by the end of July and
the month of August. Sow seeds of
winter pansies, violas, wallflowers
and forget-me-nots. Sow either
in a cold frame or in a sheltered,
shady spot in the garden.
Fertilizers can be awfully confusing;
there are so many different types
on the market. You can get them
in bags, boxes and bottles. They
come in so many forms; granules,
pellets, spikes, liquids and tablets,
fast or slow-timed releasing.
Chemical, organic, and inorganic
fertilizers; all are available. What
should you use? Let’s try to sort
out some basic facts about this
stuff.

Fertilizers can be classified into
two main categories; organic and
inorganic. Organic fertilizers are
byproducts of living organisms.
Blood and bone meal, manure
of all kinds, compost, cottonseed
and soybean meal, fish wastes
and sludge are all traditional
organic fertilizers. When mixed
into garden soils, these materials
will provide nutrients for plants and
also help to improve the physical
condition of the soil. Not only do
they increase fertility, but they also
improve soil aeration and water
holding capacity. They also make
the soil easier to work in.
Inorganic fertilizers are basically
byproducts of chemical reactions.
They usually contain the needed
minerals in more concentrated
form than do the organic types.
The most effective way of providing
for plants’ needs is to apply both
organic and inorganic materials at
the right times of the year.
Plants do need 16 elements for
normal growth and development.
Plants obtain three of these,
Carbon, Hydrogen and Oxygen,
elements from water and air. The
13 other elements are divided
into three classes: Primary
are: Nitrogen, phosphorus and
potassium.
Secondary
are:
Calcium, Magnesium and Sulfur.
Minor are: Boron, Manganese,
Copper, Zinc, Iron, Molybdenum
and Chlorine. All plants must have
these minerals to grow. Fertilizers
contain the minerals that plants
use to manufacture their own food
and fiber
All fertilizers sold in the US must
have the proportion of Nitrogen,
Phosphorus, and Potassium on
the container, and always in the
order of N-P-K.
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
GARDEN LOOSESTRIFE –
LYSIMACHIA VULGARIS

.

BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

Thursday, July 14
Foundation Garden Tour, See
article on page 2 for Tour Location
Information THREAT: Garden
loosestrife, also called yellow
loosestrife, is a native of Eurasia.
It was introduced to North America
as a garden ornamental. It
invades wetland areas, spreading
by seeds and rhizomes. Along
the shores of Lake Sammamish,
garden loosestrife appears to be
outcompeting purple loosestrife,
another notorious invader of
wetlands. This plant was recently
discovered growing in Lake
Whatcom near Bloedel Donovan
Park. This is a first time record
for Whatcom County. Please
be on the alert for this invasive
plant.

single plant to spread quickly. The
flowers are bright yellow and occur
in a cluster at the top of the stem.
The flowers each have five petals
and the calyx has reddish-brown
margins. Garden loosestrife prefers
moist habitats, such as edges of
wetlands, and is shade tolerant.
It may also be found in gardens,
planted as an ornamental.

MANAGEMENT OPTIONS:
Small infestations of garden
loosestrife may be hand dug, if
care is taken to remove all roots.
At some small sites, a covering
of black plastic has been used
to suppress plants. Response to
herbicides is not well known for
garden loosestrife, although some
studies are underway in this state.

DESCRIPTION:
Garden
loosestrife is a perennial that
may grow to over a meter. It has
softly hairy stems and leaves, the
leaves occurring on the stem in an
opposite or whorled arrangement.
The leaves are lance-shaped to
oval- shaped, 3 to 4 ½ inches long,
and are dotted with small black or
red glands. Garden loosestrife has
rhizomatous roots, which allow a
Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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The WSU Carbon Masters is accepting
applications for the program to begin
September 22! Volunteers are trained
by experts in the science of climate
change, how to reduce the effects
and how to adapt to the change. The
training includes in class sessions,
discussions, site visits, hands on tools
and on-line home study. Program
topics include:
climate change
science, alternative energy, resilience,
natural resources, food, transportation
and civic engagement.
With expert speakers from surrounding
universities and businesses, students
explore how to assess environmental
impacts.
Volunteers then focus
on changing public behaviors that
contribute to climate change and
providing tools to adapt. Then, they
assist citizens and the community
as advocates for making the most
effective choice concerning carbon
usage, and key strategies for
confronting the impacts of climate
change.
The Whatcom County Carbon Masters
are coordinated by Washington
State University-Whatcom County
Extension. Similar to other WSU
Extension programs, students give
back to the community in exchange
for the training.
The program starts Thursday,
September 22, at the Whatcom
County Extension building at 1000
N. Forest Street.
Class size is
limited.
Applications and more
information about the program can
be found at: http://whatcom.wsu.edu/
carbonmasters. Additional information
can also be obtained by calling
WSU Whatcom County Extension at
360.676.6736 or e-mailing carbon.
masters@wsu.edu.
Carbon Masters can follow their
personal passions. For example, what
do a gardeners market, community
garden, zero waste events and green
roofs have in common? They’re just
a sample of the projects that WSU
Whatcom County Carbon Master

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

volunteers are working on to help lower
our community “carbon footprint!”
Cathy Tagget, wanted to see The
Blaine community develop increased
awareness of energy independence
and community resilience. “I wanted
to use my background in education
and gardening, to spur and assist with
community events. Helping organize
a local “Gardeners Market” seemed a
perfect fit.” The market has evolved
with three basic goals:
• encourage
gardening,

home

vegetable

• increase the sense of community
in Blaine,
• educate people about gardening
and other aspects of sustainable
living.
“It’s a fun place to meet your neighbors
and share,” Cathy says.
Bill Angel wanted to address
community needs for fresh local
organic foods, connection to the
neighborhood land and soil, and
increased neighborly associations.
Organizing a local community garden
was a good match. Bill brought together
many groups—a church, a housing
association, the boy scouts, schools,
Master Gardeners and more to bring
the dream to life. “The garden reduces
our green house gas emissions
because it lowers transportation and
fertilizer costs for the produce. Plus,
we are increasing urban tilth capacity,
as well as increasing local bartering,
social, and charity capacity. We’ve
.

distributed thousands of pounds of
fresh organic produce to local families!
All of us working on the project get
to perform valuable community
service and develop leadership and
communication skills.”
Todd Nelson works for the Bellingham
Housing Authority and is passionate
about sustainable building - especially
retrofits. At the BHA he helped
spearhead a 6000 square foot green
roof. They wanted maximum green
roof values and functions, while at the
same time wanted to provide a usable
space for residents. “The area was
underused and residents complained
that they felt like they were in a “fish
bowl” with everyone watching from
above, the way the rooftop was before.
The green roof softened the space,
providing a much more congenial
atmosphere.”
Mary Jensen is passionate about
recycling. In her professional career,
she has been the first to introduce
recycling in her office or school.
Through Carbon Masters, she found
a way to rekindle that passion by
helping organizations offer zero waste
events. “Nature produces no waste”
says Mary. “Waste can be a resource!
Especially here in Whatcom County,
our foodwaste becomes a fantastic
soil amendment.” She now has a
brochure, and has helped zero waste
over a dozen events.

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.
Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Chair
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The
Whatcom
County
in
Bloom Friendly competition is a
community beautification project.
The program encourages greater
and more imaginative use of
flowers and other plants to make
our surroundings even more
beautiful.
About the Competition:
The program encourages greater
and more imaginative use of
flowers and other plants to make
our surroundings even more
beautiful. First, second, and third
place certificates are awarded
in each category. Everyone who
enters will be recognized with
a certificate. At the end of the
competition, when all the scores
are compiled, there will be an
awards ceremony on Thursday,
September 22, at 7:00 p.m. at the
Whatcom County Courthouse to
announce the winners. Gardeners
can win first place in a category
for two years in a row. The third
year they must take a year of rest
from that particular category. They
may enter in a different category.
Entrants may enter in up to two
categories each year. Whatcom
in Bloom judges are horticultural
specialists
and
landscape
designers.

Categories
1) Residential
A. Garden Open to View
B. Private Garden
C. Entire Garden
D. Entire Garden (over 1/2
acre)
2) Ecologically Sound Garden
3) Collector’s Garden
4) Container Garden
5) Children’s Garden
6) Community Garden
7) Apartment / Condominium
8) Individual Business
9) Entrance with a Sign
10) Medical Facilities / Office
Complexes
11) Shopping District
12) Public Agencies / Parks
13) Beginners’ Garden

The 26th Annual Whatcom County
in Bloom competition is getting
started. You can enter your garden
from Monday, June 20, through
Friday, July 29. So get out your
rakes, shovels, and start digging.
We want to show off your garden
to all of Whatcom County!
For more information and the entry
form visit the website at:
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/
parks/bloom/home.jsp
If you would like to talk to us
about Whatcom in Bloom please
contact:
Darla Smith
360.733.2900
Whatcom Co Parks & Recreation
3373 Mount Baker Highway
Bellingham, WA 98226

