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Hello gardeners! Hopefully the sun will come out and
stay for a while.
OFFICE CLINIC—Thank you to all the volunteers who
have been coming in for clinic. So far we have the clinic
being manned on Monday - Thursdays. I have also
been informing callers that there are Master Gardeners
at Hovander Park on Wednesday & Saturday morning
as well.
If you need clinic hours come by the office and look
at the schedule, double check your own schedule and
put down some time.
Reminders—we only need 2-3 volunteers per shift. If
you cannot make a shift, please call and let us know so
we can try to find someone else to cover.
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES…
August 6 - Master Gardeners at the Bellingham Farmers
Market this month will focus on Weeds Stop by for a
visit-- bring your ideas, questions, etc. September we
will be partnering with WSU Carbon Master volunteers
to focus on sustainable home and landscaping. Contact
Shelley Halle if you would like to volunteer. Shelley_
Halle@comcast.net. THE MARKET CAN COUNT AS
CLINIC HOURS!!
Northwest Washington Fair - August 15 - 20 Planning
has begun. We are looking for your help and creativity.
Our Fair Booth committee: Les Hyko, Janet Bieber,
Marjorie Dinicola, Katie Welch. We need your help.
Remember that you may exhibit your vegetables, fruits
and flowers at the Northwest Washington Fair. Go to
http://nwwafair.com/fair/exhibit-entry-information/ and
find out all of the information you need to enter them.
Interested in learning about showing at the fair but did
not know what the judges are looking for? I am still
looking for volunteers to help with the entries coming in
on Saturday and Sunday. I am also looking for clerks

on Sunday late afternoon to help the judges.
Do you belong to a garden club and are interested
in maybe spending a couple of hours in the Flower
Department Information Booth? You can help promote
your club as well as answer questions on flowers that
may be asked.
If you are interested in helping in any way please contact
me at 360-303-0696 or ckahle@wsu.edu, and I will put
you on the list to help.
Thanks and have a great August!!!
Cheryl Kahle

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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GARDEN MISCELLANY - AUGUST
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
For many, August is a popular time to
go on vacation; however, the chores
of watering, weeding, staking and
tying must go on. Who takes care of
the outdoor plants and lawn while you
are on your, well deserved, vacation?
Many homeowners have invested
hundreds - possibly thousands of
dollars in their landscaping. You
should protect that investment with
some planning ahead. If you are
lucky enough to get a long vacation,
arrangements should be made for
outside help to keep your plants and
lawn in good condition.
Mow the lawn just before you leave
home. An uncut lawn is a sure sign
that the owners are not at home, and
an invitation for thieves and vandals to
explore possibilities. Water the home
grounds deeply and thoroughly just
before leaving. A good slow soaking
will keep most lawns and plants
healthy for over ten days.
Check once more for slugs and snails
about a half hour after the water is
turned off. Mulching around plants
keeps the moisture in the ground
near the roots. The installation of a
drip system could solve many of the
watering problems.
Cut flowering annual and perennial
flowers before leaving. Removing
these flowers will help lower their
water demands and will encourage
new growth and consequently new
flowers.
If you have houseplants outside for
the summer, check for pest problems.
Houseplants inside suffer many times
while people are on vacation trips. If
you will be gone for a week or less, a
good watering will keep them healthy.
The right amount of water is always
very important for houseplants. The
difficulty is to leave them with enough
moisture to prevent them from dying
of thirst, while not drowning them with
too much.
An effective method of worry-free
houseplant care is to cover and seal
the houseplant in a clear plastic bag,
after watering the plant first thoroughly.
Let any excess water drain through
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

the soil, and, if necessary, pour it off.
Set the plant somewhere where they
will receive indirect sunlight. Direct
sunlight could scorch and kill the
plant.
If you are inclined to take “softwood
cuttings” of your evergreens or
flowering shrubs, you can do this
kind of propagation from the time the
new stems and branches appear,
starting in the spring to the end of
September. Most shrubs and other
woody perennials can be propagated
from softwood cuttings taken from the
current year’s wood--rhododendrons,
azaleas, camellias, lavender and
rosemary to name just a few. Many of
these can also be propagated by way
of layering. Basically–layering is done
by bending a branch from a healthy
plant down to the ground, – notching
and burying it– and bending the tip
upwards and secure it with a stake.
This tip will form the top of your new
plant. After the branch has taken roots
it should then be transplanted to the
desired location.
Propagation using ”hardwood cuttings”
from deciduous trees and shrubs has
to wait until later, in the months of
November, December, and January,
when the plants are dormant.
Thin out trees and shrubbery only
as necessary. It’s too late to prune
spring flowering shrubs. If you prune
these now you will lose next year’s
bloom! Train espaliers, topiary; check
ties to be sure they are not strangling
branches. Cut back and deadhead
annuals, perennials, and the roses.
Lightly shear overgrown hedges, and
foundation plantings.
In August, mildew on roses, apples,
grapes, lilacs, zinnias and other
annuals and perennials is a common
fact. A fungicide could be applied
for protection of the new growth only.
Benomyl is a registered fungicide for
mildew. Read the label and check
to see that the host plant and the
problem are listed on the label. Using
the watering hose with a smaller
nozzle will remove lots of the mildew
of the leaves.

A tree that may in summer wear,
a nest of robins in her hair.
~Joyce Kilmer
Fertilize annuals, container plants,
houseplants,
and
perennials
with a 10-10-10-ratio fertilizer.
Apply iron chelates if necessary.
Chrysanthemums with 5-10-5 every
2 weeks till buds show color. Dahlias
will respond to a fertilizing application.
This will enable them to continue
blooming until well in the fall.
Fertilize your strawberries now.
Use 2 to 3 pounds of 10-10-10 or
an equivalent complete, balanced
fertilizer per 100 square feet of
planting area.
Lawn care: Fertilize lawns with 3-1-2
ratio fertilizer, and check out the new
lawn fertilizer, which is on the market,
and that is much lower in phosphor,
which there is usually enough in
the soil here in Whatcom County.
Continue to mow your lawn and if you
water, do it correctly to a depth of 2
inches. A frequent light watering is
wasting water, without benefiting the
lawn.
Evaluate the garden and make
plans for improvements in seasonal
and permanent plantings: prepare
planting beds for fall planting, clean
up rose and flower beds, remove
fallen foliage, yellowed leaves, and
dead wood; mulch trees and shrubs.
Continue to add compostable
materials, and turn the compost pile.
Dispose of all materials in the garbage
can that may carry disease, or grass
clippings which were sprayed with
an herbicide, never use these in the
compost pile!
In the vegetable garden: you might
sow and transplant most cool season
vegetables now such as lettuce,
spinach, leeks, garlic.
This month watch for aphids,
caterpillars, mealy bugs, scale, spider
mites, whitefly, thrips, nematodes.,
blackspot, powdery mildew, and rust.
Happy gardening, and don’t despair
because aphids like your roses too!
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
CONTROL OPTIONS FOR COMMON PURSLANE
.

BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Common purslane is a succulent
annual plant which grows along the
ground, forming mats. The tiny, fivepetaled yellow flowers open only in
sunlight. Purslane produces large
amounts of seed (a single plant can
produce up to 240,000 seeds) and
the seeds are viable in the soil for
up to 40 years. The succulent stems
can remain moist and viable for
several days after cultivation. It often
invades gardens, lawns, orchards and
ornamental plantings, although it is
not shade tolerant. Purslane has been
used as a salad plant and potherb, as
well as for medicinal purposes.
MANUAL/MECHANICAL
TECHNIQUES: Eradicating purslane
is difficult due to the large number of
seedlings that one plant can produce.
A few small plants the first year
can become a carpet of plants the
following season. Due to its shallow
root structure, this plant can be easily
pulled. Because purslane can also
grow roots from its plant fragments,
rototilling a garden space with purslane
can spread the plants. If there are too
many plants to pull, sheet-mulching
can prevent plants from spreading.
Sheet mulching involves overlapping
layers of newspaper and/or cardboard
with natural mulch material (wood
chips, compost etc) spread on top,
3-4 inches deep. Soil solarization,
the practice of covering moist soil
with a clear plastic sheet for 4 to 6
weeks during the summer months,
can control common purslane and
its seed. Solarization is done before
gardens and ornamental areas are
planted. To be effective it should be
done during the summer months of
July to August when heat and light
intensity are highest. Do not cultivate
the soil after solarization as weed
seeds from deeper layers of the soil
may be brought to the surface for

germination. Always monitor for new
seedlings and do not let them get to
the seeding stage. Remove all plant
pieces and carefully place plants into
bags and seal the bags on site.
CHEMICAL RECOMMENDATIONS:
Purslane can be managed using
specific herbicides; however, some
strains of purslane have developed
resistance to certain herbicides. Since
the plant is often interspersed with
other desirable plants, care should be
taken not to injure off-target plants.
When using herbicides, always read
and follow label directions for rates,
spraying conditions, personal protective
equipment and grazing intervals. Do
not spray when it is windy or raining,
or when rain is forecast. Herbicides
should not be sprayed within 60 feet
of water bodies and creeks, without
further consultation with the Noxious
Weed Board. Remember, it is the
herbicide applicators responsibility to
apply the product in accordance to the
instructions on the label.
Glyphosate (e.g. Round Up®,
KillZall®) solution at a rate of 0.5-1.5%
(of a 41% active ingredient product)
should be used and applied when
plants are actively growing. Spray to
wet the foliage (0.6 to 1.9 oz. herbicide
per gallon of water).
2,4-D and Triclopyr (e.g. Crossbow™)
can be used at 1-1.5% solution (1.3 to
1.9 oz. herbicide per gallon of water)
and applied early in the season when
plants first appear. Spray to wet the
foliage.

Pre-emergent herbicides containing
Dichlobenil (e.g. Casoron®, Barrier®)
or Trifluralin (e.g. Treflan®, Rival®)
can prevent purslane seeds from
germinating, and may or may not be
the right treatment for your site. Read
the label carefully before purchase.
NEVER apply herbicides to standing
water unless they are distinctly labeled
for aquatic use. Ingredients in these
products may be toxic to fish.
Always read and understand the
label of the herbicides you choose to
use. More is NOT better when using
herbicides, and may actually hinder
the ability of the herbicide to injure the
target plant if the solution is too strong.
This wastes money and effort and puts
more product into the environment
than is necessary. ALWAYS follow the
recommended rates on the label. With
all herbicides, when you apply them is
as important as how you apply them.
The mention of a specific product
brand name in this document is not,
and should not be construed as an
endorsement or as a recommendation
for the use of that product. Herbicide
information is taken from the WSU
Pacific Northwest Weed Management
Handbook and University of California
IPM Program.
Contact the Weed Control Board for
more site-specific recommendations.

2,4-D and Dicamba (e.g. Weed
Master®, Weed B Gon®) can be
used at a rate of 1 ounce herbicide
per gallon of water, applied early in
the season when plants first appear.
Spray to wet the foliage.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
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Carbon Masters™ Program – Begins September 22, 2011
WSU Carbon Masters™ is accep ng applica ons for the program beginning September 22, 2011. Par cipants
are trained by experts in the science of climate change, how to reduce the eﬀects and adapt to the change. The
training includes class sessions, discussions, site visits, hands-on tools and online home study. Program topics
include: climate change science, alterna ve energy, community resilience, natural resources, food, transporta on
and civic engagement.
With expert speakers from surrounding universi es and businesses, students explore how to assess environmental
impacts. Volunteers then focus on changing public behaviors that contribute to climate change and providing
tools to adapt. They also assist ci zens and the community as advocates for making the most eﬀec ve choice
concerning carbon usage, and key strategies for confron ng the impacts of climate change.
Carbon Masters™ are coordinated by Washington State University, Whatcom County Extension and sponsored by
the Northwest Clean Air Agency. Similar to other WSU Extension programs, students give back to the community
in exchange for training.
The program is held at the Whatcom County Extension building at 1000 N. Forest Street, Bellingham. Class size
is limited. Applica ons and more informa on about the program can be found at: h p://whatcom.wsu.edu/
carbonmasters • (360) 676-6736 • carbon.masters@wsu.edu
Carbon Masters™ follow their passions. For example, what does a gardeners market, community garden, zerowaste events and green roofs have in common? They’re just a sample of projects that WSU Whatcom County
Carbon Masters™ volunteers are working on to help lower our community “carbon footprint!”
Cathy Tagget, wanted to see her community develop increased awareness of energy independence and community
resilience. “I wanted to use my background in educa on and gardening, to spur and assist with community
events. Helping organize a local ‘Gardeners’ Market seemed a perfect fit.” The market has evolved with three
basic goals:
• Encourage home vegetable gardening
• Increase the sense of community in Blaine
• Educate people about gardening and other aspects of sustainable living
“It’s a fun place to meet your neighbors and share,” Cathy says.
Bill Angel wanted to address community needs for fresh local organic foods, connec on to the neighborhood
land and soil, and increased neighbor involvement. Organizing a local community garden was a good match. Bill
brought together many groups - a housing associa on, a church, the Boy Scouts, schools, Master Gardeners and
more to bring the dream to life. “The garden reduces green house gas emissions because it lowers transporta on
and fer lizer costs for produce. Plus, we are increasing urban lth capacity, as well as increasing local bartering,
social and charity capacity. We’ve distributed thousands of pounds of fresh organic produce to local families! All of
us working on the project get to perform valuable community service and develop leadership and communica on
skills.”
Todd Nelson works for the Bellingham Housing Authority and is passionate about sustainable building—especially
retrofits. At the BHA he helped spearhead many sustainable building projects including a 6,000 square foot green
roof. They wanted maximum green roof values and func ons while at the same me wanted to provide a usable
space for residents. “The area was under-used and residents complained that they felt like they were in a “fish
bowl” with everyone watching from above, the way the roo op was before. The green roof so ened the space,
providing a much more congenial atmosphere.”
Mary Jensen is passionate about recycling. In her professional career, she has been the first to introduce recycling in
her oﬃce and school. Through Carbon Masters™, she found a way to rekindle that passion by helping organiza ons
oﬀer zero-waste events. “Nature produces no waste” says Mary. “Waste can be a resource! Especially here in
Whatcom County, our food waste becomes a fantas c soil amendment.” She has helped over a dozen events and
businesses move towards zero-waste.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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