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Can you believe it, it is now September and the summer
is almost over. I think this was the shortest summer ever
and maybe the craziest.
Called the “Once in a Century” Earthquake, the east coast
was rocked on August 23. Then, August 28, Hurricane
Irene hits the east coast as a Category 1. Does this say
something about Mother Earth? We may think we control
our destiny but we all need to remember that, “It’s not
nice to fool mother nature!” We always pay the price for
trying in the long run. Mother Nature is trying to put us
back in our place.
I would like to thank all of the Master Gardeners that
helped me at the Northwest Washington Fair in Lynden.
I hope that you learned what is expected for a flower to
be displayed for judging and that it was also fun. A big
thank you to all Master Gardeners that brought in flowers.
This year the display was down with flowers being a few
weeks behind thanks to the weather. Big Master Gardener
winners were: Grace Bob, Judy Boxx and Dick Porter.
Master Gardeners that were first time exhibitors winning
blue ribbons were: Cynthia Poppy and Katie Welsh, and
future Master Gardener, Kendra Berg, granddaughter of
James Berg.
One item I would like to make sure that I do this year is
join the Whatcom County Dahlia Association so when it
comes to Fair, I will know a little about the dahlia. So, if
you are also interested in finding out more about dahlias,
then mark September 10 & 11 on your calendar for the
Whatcom County Dahlia Society Annual Flower Show at
Bloedel Donovan Community Building here in Bellingham.
Admission is free and the times are Saturday, September
10, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, September 11, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. This show will display over 2000 Dahlia flowers,
with different types, sizes, and colors, brought in from
all over Washington and Canada. For more information
about the show and Association go to:
www.WhatcomCountyDahliaSociety.org
Till next month
Cheryl Kahle
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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GARDEN MISCELLANY - SEPTEMBER
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
September gives the first hint of
change to the glow of autumn. It
is also the month when springflowering bulbs appear on the
market, but few need to be planted
so early. End of October and early
November is a better time for
planting tulip, daffodil, and hyacinth
bulbs in our climate. Even planting
up to late December can be done
for late flowering in the spring.
An exception should be made for
lilies; they better be planted so
soon as you receive them. Our
climate is ideal for lilies. Some of
the famous hybrid varieties were in
Whatcom County hybridized by Mr.
Vern Freimann. He was for many
years the WSU/Whatcom County
Horticulture agent, and wellknown by many home gardeners
and commercial growers as a
Horticulturist expert.
Beware of buying bulbs that
are being exposed to high
temperature, (65 degrees and
higher). Sometimes you see the
newly arrived bulbs laid out behind
store windows, exposed to full
sunlight, where the temperature
can go over 100 degrees F. Bulbs
such as tulips have the flower
for next season already inside.
If exposed to high temperatures
the flower inside the bulbs can be
damaged for next season.
Larger bulb size results usually
in larger flowers too. Selecting
healthy good bulbs is very
important. Planting beds should
be of good draining soil, best in full
sunlight. Work the soil to a depth
of 12 inches and add organic
fertilizer, such as bonemeal. Other
fertilizers, with a ratio of 5-10-5,
can also be used. Use about a cup
of fertilizer for 6 bulbs. Plant your
bulbs at the correct depth: tulips
6” deep; crocuses 2”; daffodils
7”; irises 3”; hyacinths 4”. After
planting, the soil should be soaked
down to dissolve the fertilizer, and
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

to settle the soil around the bulbs,
and to remove air pockets.
Later in the fall, when the soil has
considerably cooled down, it is not
a bad idea to place a good layer
of mulch over the bulb planting
area. The idea is to keep the cold
in the soil and by doing so, slow
down the growth of the bulbs.
We don’t want them to grow too
early because of the possibility of
freezing conditions.
September is a good time for lawn
renovation. This is usually done in
the spring, but recovery is almost
as good this month, because fall
rains and moderate temperatures
hasten the establishment of new
roots. Planting only recommended
species and cultivars for Western
Washington will go a long way
toward
preventing
problems.
Perennial turf type Ryegrass
and fine bladed Fescue are the
recommended varieties for the
Pacific Northwest. They are
proven to perform satisfactorily
in our climate. Bent grasses and
Kentucky blue grasses are not
recommended for home lawns in
the Pacific Northwest.
An annual lime application may
help turf grass performance
by reducing soil acidity and
encouraging the activity of
microorganisms. Apply in the fall
25 to 30 pounds per 1000 square
feet. Maintain the proper level
of fertility; avoid over-fertilizing.
Apply annually 1 to 4 pounds of
actual nitrogen per 1000 square
feet of lawn in several applications.
One application should be in late
fall or early winter. And, if you
fertilizer your lawns only once a
year, November is the month to do
it.
It is not too late
cuttings of your
You should use
wood, although

to take summer
favorite shrubs.
partially ripened
only a smaller

He spoke of the grass, and flowers, and
trees,
Of the singing birds and the humming
bees;
Then talked of the haying, and
wondered whether
The cloud in the west would bring foul
weather.
~(Author unknown)
percentage may strike, and the
ones which do will probably have
to be left in a protected location
during the late fall and winter.
Roots may not develop before
next spring.
Cuttings may be classified either
according to the plant parts— as
roots, tubers, rhizomes, stems or
leaves— or according to the stage
of development of the parts— as
dormant, ripe or hardwood cuttings
or active, which is green, immature
or softwood cuttings.
Green or softwood cuttings are
generally rooted in greenhouses
or cold frames or in boxes or pots
in a warm room. The wood should
be taken from vigorous plants at a
stage when it breaks with a snap
when bent.
The vegetable harvest continues.
Carrots and beets will be ready.
Onions may be pulled up for
drying and storing. Early cabbage,
cauliflower and celery will be ready
for harvesting. Cabbage and other
cold weather loving plants can still
successfully be planted for winter
harvesting. Garlic should not be
harvested until all the tops have
died and fallen over. Lift the garlic
bulbs with a trowel or spade, and
place the whole plants for a week
in the shade for drying. After this,
clip off the tops and roots, or, if you
wish, you can leave the tops on for
braiding all the tops together. Clean
off all the dirt from the bulbs; be
careful not to damage the bulbs.
Garlic tends to deteriorate fast if
bruised.

Continue on page 5
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WHATCOM WEEDS:
MANAGING BUTTERFLY BUSH
-BUDDLEJA DAVIDII

.

BY LAUREL BALDWIN & MONETTE BOSWELL
Cut it Back or “Deadhead”
Since Washington State declared Butterfly Bush (Buddleja davidii) a
noxious weed in 2006, many gardeners have chosen to remove their
plants and find alternative plants that are just as lovely, but behave
better in the landscape. If you are a gardener who chose to keep your
Buddleja, pruning it back severely in the fall (12-15” tall) will make for a
more manageable plant size and make it easier in following seasons to
deadhead the flowers after blooming. This keeps them from spreading
seed. And while it may not look as though your Buddleja is producing
seedlings close to the “mother plant”, the seeds are tiny (3 million per plant)
and are often carried off by wind currents, water, birds, and other critters
to our natural areas, parks, and waterways. Some seeds can travel up to
40 miles from the mother plant! The plants that make it to those natural
areas are reproducing unnoticed (and exponentially) and this is changing
ecosystem functions. Please prune your plants back and deadhead those
pretty flowers. Even better, remove the buddleja altogether and select a
different plant for that spot in your garden.
If you would like a free booklet on suggested alternatives for Buddleja and
other invasive ornamental plants, please contact the Whatcom County
Noxious Weed Board for a free copy of “GardenWise: Non-Invasive Plants
for Your Garden” or see it online at:
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/education/education.htm
LBaldwin@co.whatcom.wa.us or call 360-715-7470.
Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds

MESSAGE FROM THE COORDINATOR
2011 Master Gardener Interns.
Reminder: For graduation you
need to have completed your 60
hours of volunteering (20 in clinic,
20 in community gardens, and 20
in area of your choice) . If you are
close to the 60 hours and need
help finishing up, please contact
me.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

If you have any problems entering
the hours into the volunteer
database system, please contact
me.

COMMUNITY GARDENS TOUR – On September 25 we will tour around
local school and community gardens—watch for details.

There are many of you eligible
for the class rebate. To process
these rebates I will need all hours
entered into the database.
4

MASTER GARDENER BOOTH - Bellingham Farmers Market - visit or
help out on September 3, October 1, and November 5. Hours are 10:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
WHATCOM WATER WEEKS - September 17-24 - Garden Irrigation
options workhop - date and location TBA - this will be held at a
community garden.

Garden Mentors meeting—did you volunteer with the Foodbank or in
a community garden this summer? We will hold a late harvest party/
meeting to hear about your experiences.
Beth Chisholm
Master Gardeners & Community First Gardens
Weeder’s Digest

GARDEN MISCELLANY - SEPTEMBER
Dig the main crop of potatoes.
Tomatoes do need lots of sun to
ripen here in Pacific Northwest.
Vine-crops, cucumbers, pumpkin
and squash will mature this month
and early October. Sweet corn
varieties continue to mature in
the warmer section of the Pacific
Northwest.
The time is here for the fall
webworms. Many ornamental trees
and shrubs with soft foliage are
preferred by the fall-webworms.
Adult moths lay their eggs on
the underside of leaves in June
and July. The eggs hatch about a
month later. The fall webworm is
a pale yellow to brown caterpillar
with a yellow stripe along each
side and a dusky stripe along the
back. Full- grown caterpillars are
about an inch long. There are both
non-chemical and chemical means
of controlling fall webworms. The
simplest method is to locate the
fall webworm nest in the trees or
shrubbery and cut it out. Bacillus
Thuringienses (B.t.) is a biological
control agent, very effective on fall
webworms and other caterpillars.
It is known in garden stores by its
common name B.t.
September is also a good time for
planting or transplanting peonies
and rhubarb plants. If you plant a
two-year old rhubarb now, you can

enjoy a pie by next spring. High
time for dividing the irises, if you
didn’t got to it in July or August.
Finally, gather the fallen fruits and
leaves from scab infested apple
and pear trees, and dispose of
these in the garbage can. Don’t
compost diseased leaves or fruits,
because you need a temperature
of at least 145 degrees to kill
diseases. Many of the shrubs have
slowed down their flowering by the
end of August. But many renew
their efforts in September.

WHEN TO PICK PEARS
Every year as fall approaches,
many questions at Master
Gardeners’ clinics are: “When
should I pick my pears?” In most
years we can determine, within a
week or two, when individual pear
varieties should be getting close
to proper maturity. Most people
know that if you let pears ripen on
the tree, they are likely to break
down at the core and be soft and

CONTINUED
mushy when eaten or canned.
If you notice several pears dropping
from the tree, it may already be too
late, but it’s a pretty sure sign they
should all be picked. The time for
most of the pear varieties grown
here in western Washington is
approximately between the second
week of September and the end of
September.
Another good way in determining
picking readiness is ease of fruit
removal. Better yet, every few
days as you approach the harvest
period shown above, give the
pears a lift test, by putting your
index finger on the stem, lift the
pear from the normal vertical
orientation to a horizontal or flat
position, perhaps with a slight
twist. If the fruit “snaps” off cleanly
between the stem and the twig,
the pears are ready to strip from
the tree. If you have to wrench off
the fruit either breaking the twig or
the fruit stem, the fruit is probably
not ready.
Asian pears ripen on the tree.
Try them from time to time as
their color changes from green to
shades of yellow or orange. When
their taste is good, use them. If
they are left on the tree too long,
they may develop a taste that you
may not like.

Master Gardener Annual Awards
Our annual graduation and award
dinner in October will be at the
Meridian High School on Laurel
Road. Each year we have many
awards to give, two of which are
the broken shovel award and the
John Van Miert Master Gardener of
the year award. We are looking for
nominations for both of these and
need to be sent in by September
1 to any board member or past
recipient.
The John Van Miert award is
awarded for exemplary service to
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

the Master Gardeners of Whatcom
County and the community.
Nominations will be collected and
a committee of past recipients
will make the final choice. Past
recipients consist of John Van
Miert, Karen Gilliam, David
Simonson, Jill Cotton, Chris Hurst,
Cheryll Greenwood-Kinsley, Diane
Rapoza, Linda Bergquist, and Dick
Steele.

perhaps as a committee head, or
a single project such as the plant
sale, office clinic or Hovander
garden. Past recipients are Billie
Lockwood, Jill Cotton, Diane
Rapoza, Chris Hurst, Dick McClure,
Pam Kane, Linda Bergquist,
Dick Porter, Judy and Jack Boxx,
Loretta Hogg, and Alden Sievers.
The award is a hand painted - you
guessed it - broken shovel.

The Broken Shovel is awarded
to a Master Gardener who has
spent many, many volunteer hours

Everyone’s input is graciously
accepted and appreciated.
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The Art of Topiary

~~~~Jane Billinghurst, MGFWS Northwest Regional Vice President, Skagit County

Photo by Jane Billinghurst

Box in swirl shapes, Bourton House, Oxfordshire

Shearing shrubs into ornamental
shapes has been popular since
Roman times. In letters to friends,
Pliny the Younger extolled the
beauty of elaborate clipped
evergreens at his country villa in
Tuscany. Centuries later and in
chillier climes, the Jacobean garden
designer William Lawson, who
wrote books advising fashionable
London businessmen how best
to landscape their rural retreats,
suggested the stirring sight of
shrubs cut “to the shape of men
... ready to give battle.” On a less
combative note, in 1745, Louis XV
attended the Ball of the Clipped
Yew Trees, thrown in honor of his
son’s wedding, dressed as one of
the topiarized yews in the garden
at Versailles.
By the 1700s, English landscape
designers were tiring of topiary. In

1713, the garden critic Alexander
Pope wrote a satirical piece in The
Guardian in which he offered for
sale an imaginary catalog of lessthan-successful topiary designs
including “St. George in Box; his
arms scarce long enough, but will
be in condition to stick the dragon
by next April . . . A quickset hog,
shot up into a porcupine, by its
being forgot a week in rainy
weather . . . Noah’s ark in Holly
standing on the mound; the ribs a
little damaged for want of water.”
Topiary has survived centuries
of changing garden fashions and
can be seen today in such formal
gardens as Levens Hall in England,
Het Loo in the Netherlands and
George Washington’s Mount
Vernon—or perhaps even in a
garden near you.

Photo by Jane Billinghurst

Hedges trimmed to reflect the contours of the
surrounding hills, The Veddw, Monmouthshire

In January 2011, Valerie Easton
wrote an article in The Seattle Times
entitled “Beacon Hill’s Fantastical
Topiary.” On her bonsai safari
through the neighborhood, she
spotted, among other delights, “a
laurel hedge clipped into a dragon,
gumdrop shrubs and blue spruce
carved into what might be space
ships.”

Topiary shapes do not need to
be confined to single shrubs.
“Cloud” hedges cut to gently
undulating forms give otherwise
formal hedges a billowy softness.
Or consider the curvaceous form
of these hedges at The Veddw on
the border between England and
Wales, where garden designer
Anne Wareham has created shapes
that mimic the rolling hills that
surround her garden.
Common subjects for topiarizing
are box, yew, and holly, but many
different shrubs can be used.
The great Pearl Fryar in South
Carolina, who is featured in the
2006 documentary “A Man Named
Pearl,” has conjured magical
shapes from materials as diverse
as flowering dogwood (Cornus
florida), wintergreen barberry
(Berberis julianae), baby’s breath
spirea (Spiraea thunbergii), and
winter honeysuckle (Lonicera
fragrantissima). Fryar has raised
contemporary topiary to an art
form, but topiary can be enjoyed
on a more modest scale in home
gardens as well. And if you don’t
want to create topiary freehand,
you can always buy metal
frameworks to guide the shaping
of your shrubs.

Photo by Jane Billinghurst

An English take on formal Italian topiary at
Mapperton House in Dorset, home of the
Earl and Countess of Sandwich.
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Ceanothus on a roll in front of Auto Plus, Anacortes.

