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Well, the rains have returned and fall is here. Time now
to get everything ready for winter. Remember to clean
and prepare all your tools for storage and it is time to
winterize your motorized garden tools.
The above is easy to tell you all to do, but finding the time
can be difficult. Just remember that if you do it now then
next spring everything will be in shape to pull ourt and
use when you need them instead of pulling them out and
cleaning them so you can use them.
Inside you will find an article regarding winterizing
your gardening tools, but here are some highlights to
rememeber:
• Remove all dried or caked-on dirt with a wire brush,
rinse and dry thoroughly. (Soak especially dirty tools in
water first.)
• Sharpen dull tools using a whetstone or file. Working
at a 45-degree angle, start at the outer edge and move
toward the center.
• Sand off any rust spots with fine sandpaper or steel
wool, and coat the metal with vegetable oil.
• Wipe a light coating of linseed oil or paste wax on
wooden handles to preserve them and prevent cracking
or splitting.
• Store hand trowels and other small tools in a bucket of
sand soaked in oil to further deter rust, and hang rakes
and shovels in an easy-to-access spot.
• Bring water hoses in out of the weather and ensure that
they’re properly drained and coiled correctly (not kinked).
Repair leaks with a hose repair kit which you can get
at your local home or garden store. There’s no need to
buy a new hose. Even leaky fittings can be replaced with
minimal time, money and effort.
• On your mower, be sure to clean and sharpen the blades
(residue can encourage rust. Avoid storing gasoline
in your mower over the winter; transfer it to your car’s
engine instead.
Till next month
Cheryl Kahle

Year End Round-up
Yes, the rains have returned and the weather is getting colder
so the outdoors volunteer opportunities are coming to an end.
The Hovander Gardens will be doing the last harvests and the
cleaning up everything for winter and any flooding that may
occur. Please if you have any time on Wednesday mornings,
volunteers are still welcome to help.
Also, the clinic in the office is a year round opportunity to assist
the public. You can call in and put your name on the calendar.
During the winter months, having the clinic manned even a
couple hours every other day will help.
Advance Training - This year there will be no Advance
Training. Instead, we will be holding a Planning Retreat on
Monday, November 7. This retreat will be to plan for 2012 and
the future so that we can better serve the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Community and the community as a whole.
Please read page 6 for more information.

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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GARDEN MISCELLANY - OCTOBER
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
Pacific Northwest gardens usually
have lots of flowers throughout the
fall. For a continuity of flowers, replace
summer varieties with biennials, such
as winter pansies and forget-me-nots.
Interplant these hardy biennials with
some of the spring-flowering bulbs.
Now you can begin planting early
spring bulbs. A rich sandy soil is best
to grow bulbs. Mix some bulb food,
like bonemeal or superphosphate, to
the soil. Bulbs like lots of sun, but you
still can grow them under deciduous
trees, because the leaves are only
arriving after the blooming of the
bulbs is over. Prepare that soil with
lots of organic matter to a depth of
10 inches.
Deciduous trees and shrubs, which
have lost their leaves, or will soon do
so, may now be transplanted in our
area. Fall planting is a good time for
new improvements. The nurseries are
bringing the new crops on the market,
so it’s easier to select better plants,
i.e. plants that are not yet exposed
to all kind of weather conditions,
sometimes in a too small container,
while standing for extended times
on blacktop surfaces or unfavorable
environmental conditions.
Now it is time to remove the annuals,
and cut perennials back to 4” to
5” above the ground. Ornamental
grasses could be left uncut. The
foliage adds color to the winter garden.
Of course, all gardeners should have
a compost operation going, and now
all the taken up annuals, and the
trimmings from perennials, can be
added to the compost pile. However,
if you noticed diseased plants or
leaves on these plants, then it is
better not to add it to the compost.
Gladiolus bulbs should be lifted, dried
and stored. Dahlias keep blooming
till the first frost hits them, but the
tubers should be lifted after the first
frost. Tuberous begonias should be
lifted before heavy frost arrives. To
cure the tubers cut back most of the
tops, leaving the roots intact. Place in
a dry, cool storage area for a couple
of weeks. After curing shake off the
dirt, and remove the remnants of
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

the stem on the tuber, because that
will usually rot and could destroy the
whole tuber.
Hardy chrysanthemums are a
special feature in the West-Coast
gardens this month. Blooming can
be prolonged if they are covered with
polyethylene to keep the rain off.
Winters are too wet for outdoor pit
storage in the Pacific Northwest.
We must rely on a cool, not too dry,
well-ventilated basement or shed for
storing potatoes and most of the other
root crops soon to be harvested.
Onions and squash need dry, quite
warm storage. Requirements for
storage of winter squash are dryness
and protection from freezing. A cool,
dry place is ideal, but it is usually
necessary to store indoors to insure
a low humidity. Never place squash
directly on a concrete floor.
Sweetmeat and Butternut varieties
will keep until mid-summer if handled
in the correct manner. Do not cure
acorn squash like other squash;
they become orange and stringy at
80 degrees F. Store them at 45-50
degrees F. Cabbage, potatoes, beets
and carrots need comparatively cool
(35-40 degrees F.) and fairly humid
conditions.
Rhubarb can be divided and replanted
now. New 2- year old rhubarb clumps
may be purchased or procured for
setting out in the garden.
The best time for green manure
seeding was by the end of September;
however, October might give also
a good covering. Many gardeners
use the grain type of rye. This is a
fast growing plant, especially in
the spring, and adds a lot of green
manure to your soil. This is maybe
the best to use in our area. Also used
is annual rye grass. Be sure that it’s
the annual kind, because there is
also a perennial kind, which is hard
to get rid off in the spring-garden.
It’s harvest time for late pears and
most apples. To check if the pears
are ready for picking, lift the pear

Yet one smile more, departing, distant sun!
One mellow smile through the soft vapor air,
Ere, o’re the frozen earth, the loud winds run,
Or snows are sifted o’re the meadows bare.
~(Author unknown)

with your finger and let it drop down
by removing your finger. If it’s ready
it will fall off. Asian pears ripen on the
tree. Simply sample them from time
to time. When they taste good, pick
them.
It’s not necessary to fertilize apples in
our area with nitrogen and potassium
unless there are obvious signs that
they need it. Applying these nutrients
unnecessarily may tend to cause
bitter pit, particularly in those larger
apple varieties, which seem prone to
it.
You can still take cuttings from
your healthy geraniums for rooting.
You need a well lighted, frost-free,
around 55 to 65 degrees F., inside
place to get them rooted. Of course,
a greenhouse is a must for the real
gardener! The cuttings should be 4
inches tall and placed in a pH neutral
medium. Some good propagation
mixtures are peat moss and perlite,
peat moss and vermiculite, peat
moss and sand. (I recommend using
always a little mask over your mouth
and nose when working with these
materials). Don’t use any fertilizers.
Only dip the cuttings in a rooting
stimulant.
Keep the slug population down by
clearing all debris out of the area. The
eggs are plentiful under old boards,
pots, and all kinds of unneeded
debris.
Many perennial plants will benefit
from some kind of winter protection
in our climate. A good way to protect
your perennials is by mulching
with compost or fine bark. Another
good protection can be obtained by
spreading sawdust, hay or evergreen
branches over them; Douglas fir
branches being preferred because of
the abundance of the finer needles.
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Plant Alternatives to Atlantic, Irish or
English Ivy Cultivars
While over 400 cultivars of ivy are used for landscaping, only a few are considered
invasive. When allowed to climb and mature, invasive ivies produce seed-filled berries
which are spread by birds. A serious problem in western Washington, these cultivars
spread into forests where they block sunlight, smother trees, encourage rot, displace
native flora, and harbor pests such as rats. Below is a list of some alternative plants that
may be used in place of ivy:

Groundcovers:

Growing Conditions:

Crinkle leaf creeper

Rubus pentalobus

sun/partial shade

Kinnickinnick

Arcostaphylos uva-ursi

sun/some shade, well-drained soil

Bunchberry

Cornus canadensis

partial/full shade, humus rich soil

Sword fern

Polystichum munitum

sun or dry shade

Beach Strawberry

Fragaria chiloensis

sun/partial shade, well-drained soil

Low Oregon grape

Mahonia nervosa

partial shade or shade with moisture

Sweet box

Sarcococca hookeriana var. humilis

partial/full shade, humus rich soil

Bearberry cotoneaster

Cotoneaster dammeri

sun/partial shade

Salal

Gaultheria shallon

sun to shade, most soil types

Wood sorrel

Oxalis oregano

shade, moist soil

Climbing hydrangea

Hydrangea anomala subsp.petiolaris

partial/full shade, humus rich soil

Western trumpet honeysuckle

Lonicera ciliosa

sun to partial shade

Kiwi vine

Actinidia kolomikta

sun to partial shade

Italian Clematis

Clematis viticella

sun to partial shade, well drained soil

Climbers:

For more information on ivy and other noxious weeds, please contact:
Whatcom County Noxious Weed Board
322 N. Commercial St, Suite 110, Bellingham, WA 98225
ph: 360.715.7470
This flyer adapted from documents created by the Washington Native Plant Society, Thurston County and King County Noxious Weed Programs and the
booklet “Garden Wise – Non-Invasive Plants for Your Garden”.

Winterizing Garden Tools

by Sandra Mason
University of Illinois Extension Educator, Horticulture

As the growing season ends and gardeners mow, snip and spade for the
final time this fall, it’s time to think of proper cleaning and storage of all that
equipment. A little preventative maintenance now can prevent frustration and
expensive repair in the future. Proper maintenance also extends the life of tools
and equipment and makes working with them easier and more efficient.
While hoses don’t need a great deal of care, the care that we provide is important
if we want them to last. Store hoses on hose supports or reels or coil loosely
rather than hanging them on nails. Hose supports or reels prevent sagging and
kinking. Before storing hoses away for the winter, drain all the water from them
and store in a dry location.
Remove caked on soil or vegetation from all tools using a wire brush, scraper or a strong stream of water.
I like the wire brushes marketed to clean grills since they usually include a scraper. Lubricate all tool pivot
points and springs. Sharpen hoes, spades, pruners, loppers and saws.
Check all tools thoroughly for loose screws or nuts and tighten them accordingly. Replace or repair broken
handles and other bent or broken parts. Finally, spray all bare metal parts and cutting edges with penetrating
oil such as WD-40 to prevent rust. Wipe wooden handles with boiled linseed oil to help prevent wood from
cracking and drying. Or paint handles red or orange for quick location in the garden or your neighbor’s
garage. Colored tapes can also be used for quick location. Hang tools in their proper storage spot.
All sprayer parts should be thoroughly washed and rinsed. Most pesticides recommend triple rinsing of
sprayers. Apply oil to moving parts as listed in owner’s manual. Tip the sprayer upside down or hang upside
down when not in use so that they can drain and dry thoroughly.
Wheelbarrows, carts and wagons may also need some attention before winter. Clean them thoroughly and
touch up paint chips with spray paint to prevent exposed steel from rusting. Grease wheels to prevent
squeaking.
Power equipment, such as lawn mowers, tillers and chippers, require additional winter preparations. Always
refer to the owner’s manual for specific information. However, in general, the following steps can be taken to
winterize lawnmowers.
Wipe the equipment to remove collected grease, dirt and plant material. Theoretically this should be done
after each use. Tighten loose screws and nuts.
Sharpen cutting edges and wipe with an oily rag if this wasn’t done earlier. If your equipment has a four-cycle
engine, change the oil by following instructions listed in your owner’s manual. Remove all gasoline from tank
by running engine until it stops or remove most of the gasoline with a meat baster and run it until it stops. Do
not return meat baster to kitchen. I guarantee your spouse will know. Remove spark plug and squirt a little
oil into the cylinder head. Give the engine a turn or two to coat the cylinder walls with oil, and then replace
the plug.
Two-cycle engines, or engines that run with a gas and oil mixture, also should have the oil-gas mixture
removed for the winter. Run the engine with the choke open to remove fuel from the lines. Check the spark
plug and replace if it is worn. Replace other worn or damaged parts as well.
Avoid storing gasoline over the winter. Old gasoline does not ignite easily, making the machines using it work
harder.
This is the time of the year when many gardeners feel they’ve finally caught up with all their activities.
However, don’t put your feet up until after the maintenance projects have been completed.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Master Gardener Strategic Planning Retreat
Monday, November 7, 2011
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Purpose:
To gather input and develop a 3-5 year vision plan for the Whatcom County Master Gardener
Program.
Who should attend:
• Master Gardeners who represent distinct program areas
• New and veteran Master Gardeners
• Program partners
• Advisory Committee Members
• Whatcom MG Foundation leadership
• WSU Extension Faculty and Staff who support the program
For location and to RSVP contact Whatcom County MG Coordiantor Beth Chisholm by Wednesday,
November 2.
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