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I am thrilled at the work that has been accomplished by
Master Gardeners this year. In my first growing season
with the Whatcom County Master Gardeners, I have
learned so much about all that you do. I personally
spent a lot of my volunteer time in the Community
Gardens that are supported through the Mary Redman
Foundation. The Sterling Paz Garden, Meridian Middle
School garden, Faith Lutheran Garden and Maple
Falls garden are serving neighborhoods and families
in need close to home.
I also wanted to thank Jill Cotton for her dedication
to the class of 2011 and to all my classmates for your
patience through the transition time.
The 2011 Class of Graduates
Judy Anderson
J. David Caverly
Martha Greenstone
Z. Gregory
Shelley Halle
Marilyn Johnson
John Knowlton
Naomi Knowlton
Deanna Lloyd
Kimberly Peters
Katherine (Kay) Reddell
JoAnn Reitz
Mimi Roelof
Catherine Taggett
Analeise Volpe
Geri Walker
Katie Welch
Lorrie Yoos
Ralph Ripple

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
mg.whatcom@wsu.edu
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Till next month
Beth Chisholm

Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Chair

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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GARDEN MISCELLANY - NOVEMBER
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
November is the time for fall clean-up
to prepare the garden for the winter
season. Removing all debris in the
garden is an important preventive
way to eliminate the spread of overwintering plant diseases and to keep
ahead of slugs for the following spring
by getting rid of their eggs now. You
can be sure that you will find slug eggs
under all piles of garden debris. They
particularly like to hide their eggs under
old boards left lying around.
Leaves now stripped from trees are
heaped in piles on the ground. They
are good additions to your compost
pile, but remember the compost pile
must be turned while you add them
so the leaves will be thoroughly mixed
in. Otherwise they will compact into
one soggy mass and compress the
airspaces in the compost pile which
are needed for oxygen. Shredding the
leaves by running over them with your
lawn mower is not a bad idea.
You can also compost rotting fruits
and vegetables, leaves and vines from
squash and pumpkins, and tomato
plants—unless the material is diseased.
Beware of apple scab, late blight,
and mildews. If your compost is well
maintained and you know a minimum
temperature of 145°F is sustained for
many hours to kill pathogens, still take
the precaution of putting all possibly
diseased material in the center of
the pile, where it’s likely to be the
hottest. Apples that may be infested
with apple maggots should be kept
out of the compost entirely. Opinions
differ regarding the composting of
particularly
pernicious
perennial
weeds such as horsetail and morning
glory. We suggest that if you do add
these materials to your compost, you
should screen the finished material
before applying it to your garden, to
remove bits of roots that may not have
been killed. We have heard stories of
morning glories growing right from the
tops of compost piles!
Finish planting all your spring-blooming
bulbs this month and then mulch their
beds and the rest of your planting areas
with several inches of woody organic
material—or better yet, put down a
layer of finished compost or aged
manure and top-dress that with wood
chips or medium-grade untreated bark.
Most spring-flowering bulbs are winter
hardy, but it’s a good idea to put a layer
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

of mulch over them to avoid heaving
during freeze-and-thaw cycles. The
best time for mulching the bulbs is
after some freezing weather, so the
planting soil will stay evenly cool and
forestall any too-early showing of the
bulbs’ new growth.
Dahlias and gladiolus should be dug
up and stored before heavy frost
arrives. If the winter is moderate, they
may winter over in the ground in some
areas, but it’s not advisable to take a
chance with your highly valued tubers.
Tender loving care of all your
perennials is important. Cut down
the stalks of perennials which have
finished blooming to four or five inches
above the soil. Leave your ornamental
grasses in place as they are—they’ll
add winter interest and should be
cut back in the late winter or very
early spring. The last of the season’s
herbaceous perennial flowers—asters
and chrysanthemums—might bloom
through November. Cut them back all
the way to the ground when they’re
done, or when the frost gets them. If
they seem crowded or their blooms
decreased in size or number this year,
now is the time to divide them. Many
times overcrowding is the cause of
smaller flowers.
There’s still time until the end of this
month to divide other perennials for
better blooms next year. Dividing
your perennials can be done now
with generally good results; however,
spring is the safest time. If you divide
in the fall, a good cover of mulch is
recommended. Use compost, leaf
mold, peat moss, manure, etc.; and
to avoid weeds place whatever fertile
mulch you use with plain wood chips
or untreated bark.
Continue caring for your lawn and
keep it cut as long as it keeps growing
into winter. Rake fallen leaves off
the grass regularly; otherwise they
will form a mat that will smother your
grass. A feeding in November will keep
your lawn green and nourish the roots
during the wintertime. Remember, if
you plan on fertilizing only once a year,
November is the best time to do so.
Applying some dolomite lime this time
of year could be very beneficial too.
Beware; don’t apply nitrogen fertilizer
and lime at the same time! Apply the
lime first, early in the month, and then

That time of year thou may’st in me behold
When yellow leaves, or none, or few, do hang
Upon those boughs which shake against the cold,
Bare ruin’d choirs, where late the sweet birds sang
~WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

wait a couple of weeks before adding
the nitrogen.
In our mild climate, many kinds of
mushrooms are very likely to appear in
your garden and lawn. Mushrooms are
interesting plants. The part you see is
only the fruiting structure. The main
body is below ground level; it is called
“mycelium” and is made up of a series
of white threads growing in the organic
material in the soil. These can be as
deep as eight inches. Mushrooms
in lawns are hard to control. Some
success may be obtained by watering
heavily in the infested areas. When the
fruiting bodies appear, don’t let them
develop spores. Use a strong stream
from your garden hose to knock them
over, or rake them up.
Any tender plants still outside in
containers should be brought indoors
early this month. Larger tubs with
hardy plants can stay outdoors, but not
if they are in terra cotta pots. These
will crack from freezing during our
winters. If a pot is too large to move,
wrap it in insulating material—burlap,
even newspapers—and if you can, put
more material between the pot and its
wrapper. Styrofoam peanuts, shredded
straw, even crumpled newspaper will
all work.
It is important for deciduous plants—
those that lose all their leaves each
year—to achieve dormancy, during
which they stop growing entirely.
Many plants have a hard time of it in
warm winters because they never go
completely dormant. Without going
into too much more detail, this can
weaken a plant considerably and
affect its performance and its lifespan
negatively. When plants are dormant,
they can resume active growth very
quickly when confronted with favorable
conditions. This is why we recommend
not covering shrubs with blankets to
protect them from the cold. They get
fooled, start growing, and then are
shocked and harmed when they lose
their blanket and the cold weather
resumes—as it certainly will.
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GARDENING
TASKS FOR FALL
by Clark County Master Gardener Web Publishing Team – S. Bjordahl, E. Chase,
S. Greenlee, T.Koskinen, N. Sayan, A. Beesing-Sparks, and M. Stauffer.

ORNAMENTALS

• Water houseplants less frequently, and stop fertilizing them.
• Check Holiday Plants for ideas on getting Christmas cactus to bloom during the Christmas
season.
• Dig dahlias within a few days after frost blackens their foliage. Label, dry, and store tubers.
• Plant spring blooming bulbs.
• Plant trees and shrubs before fall rains arrive.
• Get ready to cover tender plants and store fuchsia.
• Propagate hardy geraniums from stem-cuttings. Remove half the leaves and firmly insert stems
into a container of sand. Water cuttings thoroughly and keep them lightly shaded for two to three
weeks. After root growth starts, transplant into pots of loamy soil and gradually move into a cool
dry place, preferably with light.
• Apply fertilizer and lime on lawn to enhance winter color and root growth.
• Applying an iron compound may temporarily rid your lawn of moss, but unless you correct the
conditions causing the moss, it will likely return. Those conditions may be poor drainage, low
fertility, or soil compaction. Contrary to popular belief, lime will not control moss.
• Clean up flower beds. Pull out or dig up annuals after they have been killed by a freeze. Cut back
herbaceous perennials to several inches above the ground.
• If lily blooms were undersized this summer, divide plants by gently digging, lifting and separating
the clusters of bulbs. Replant them in soil liberally enriched with well-rotted compost.
• Prune hybrid tea, floribunda, and grandiflora roses to two-and-a-half feet to prevent wind damage.
Remove all leaves and found 8 inches of mulch around canes. Remove the mulch before growth
begins in the spring.
• Stored flower tubers or corms that look shriveled should be lightly sprinkled with water.
• Cut back chrysanthemums to within 6 inches of the ground when the last flower fades. This is
also the time to take cuttings from late-blooming cultivars.
• Take hardwood cuttings of deciduous plants after leaves have fallen.
• Remove foil or wrap from poinsettia pots. Keep plants in indirect or filtered light, away from heat
sources, at 60 to 70 degrees F daytime temperatures, and 60 to 65 nighttime. When potting soil
is dry to the touch, water poinsettias at the sink and let them drain thoroughly. Do not fertilize
blooming poinsettias as it encourages the growth of fungus. Let faded leaves and bracts fall
naturally, then dispose of them.

PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL

• To control apple anthracnose, nectria canker, mosses, and lichens on pear and apple trees,
spray with a registered copper spray after harvest and prior to heavy rain.
• Spray peaches and nectarines with lime sulfur to control peach leaf curl.
• Collect and dispose of leaf and fallen fruit debris from under fruit trees, as many insect pests and
plant disease organisms overwinter in such debris.
• Avoid composting any diseased material or parts of plants which typically harbor disease, such
as that from fruit trees, roses, dogwoods, or lilacs.
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GENERAL MAINTENANCE

• Store fertilizers in their original containers in a cool, dry, and safe storage area out of reach of
children and pets.
• Consult manufacturer instructions about how to winterize power garden equipment such as
mowers, tillers, and chipper-shredders.
• Build or prepare cold frames for protecting plants from cold and rain.
• Apply aged compost to groomed beds and use it to mulch tender plants after cold weather has
clearly arrived. Turn compost, continue to add appropriate materials to it, and keep it covered
during rainy periods.
• Clean up any areas of the garden needing attention.
• Water plants under eaves and in protected entries. Well-watered plants take freezing temperatures
better than dry ones.
• Maintain tools.
• Mulch or use landscape fabric on bare soil to prevent erosion. Erosion from gardens can
contaminate lakes, streams, rivers and groundwater.

EDIBLES

• Harvest sunflower heads.
• Harvest winter squash and pumpkins with two inches of stem. Store in a dry dark area at 50 to
60 degrees F.
• Harvest apples and store. Keep at approximately 40 degrees F, 85% humidity. Rake and destroy
leaves and windfall apples that may be harboring pests.
• Plant garlic cloves during this period. Plant some shallots, too.
• See Saving Seeds for ideas on how to harvest and store your own flower and vegetable seeds.
• If your rhubarb hasn’t been divided in the past four years, this is the fall to do it.
• Apply ground limestone to vegetable gardens so it can act on soil pH before the next growing
season.
• Use tree wrap to protect the trunks of young fruit trees from sunscald and rodents.
• Examine stored produce frequently for signs of spoilage and take appropriate action.
• Be sure to store apples and pears separately from other produce as they give off a gas which
speeds the breakdown of vegetables and can change their flavor.
• Cut back the oldest and least vigorous stems on blueberries to a vigorous young shoot or to
ground level. Thin twiggy branch tips and remove any broken, dead or diseased branches.
• Tie summer-bearing raspberry canes to wires and prune at 6 inches above the top trellis wire.
• Cut off the top sections of everbearing raspberry canes which fruited this fall, if you haven’t done
so already. The lower canes will fruit again next summer, but the berries may be small. For a
fall-only crop, cut all canes to the ground.
• Cover dormant rhubarb and asparagus beds with manure.
• Order seed catalogs.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Turn your dreams into reality with our FREE seminars and demonstrations. It’s all included in your ticket price,
so be sure and drop in and discover something new! The 2012 Seminar Schedule will be posted soon.
Discover how you can:
◦Grow good nutrition right at home with our many seminars on edible gardening
◦Prepare healthy meals for your family with our all new cooking demonstrations
◦Find the best ideas for earth-friendly, sustainable gardening
◦Design an inviting garden even if you have limited space
◦Create bold container gardens for year-round beauty or to grow herbs and edibles
◦Add art and accessorizes to personalize your garden
◦Discover the trees, shrubs and perennials best for the Northwest’s unique weather
◦Learn how to install irrigation, plant containers, prune, start seeds, and much more
◦Plus musical entertainment for the kids and fun hands-on activities!
The show’s acclaimed seminars will now all be conveniently located in the new state-of-the-art Conference
Center. The Center is accessed by elevator or escalators from the east side of the North Hall. Because our
spacious new seminar rooms seat more people, seminar passes are no longer needed!
The Rainier Room and Hood Room seminars will bring you stunning visuals and cutting-edge advice from
garden designers, horticulturists and authors to inspire your gardening creativity.
The DIY Stage seminars offer practical demonstrations of container gardening, pruning, growing edibles,
flower arranging and much more.
The Sprout Stage engages children with musical entertainment and hands-on activities, helping them learn
the many ways plants, bugs and nature can be fun! Check the Saturday and Sunday schedule.
Want to choose the seminars best for you? We have symbols on our seminar schedule to identify those
suitable for new gardeners, those gardening in smaller spaces, and eco-friendly gardening techniques.
We’ll have loads of author book signings after seminars throughout the show, so you can meet your favorite
author and have your books signed. The Book Signing Station will be right outside the Rainier Room in the
Conference Center.
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PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 2012 NOXIOUS WEED LIST
The Washington State noxious weed list is updated every year, and all Washington residents can submit proposals
to add or remove species, change the class of a listed noxious weed, or to change the designated area in which
control is required for a Class B noxious weed. Anyone, including citizens, tribes, organizations, government
agencies, and county noxious weed control boards may participate in the listing process by submitting a proposal
or by submitting testimony about proposed changes to the noxious weed list. In fact, Washington’s open, inclusive
listing process is lauded by other states for its encouragement of public participation.
This year, the State Weed Board will vote on the following proposed changes to the noxious weed list at their
regular board on Wednesday, November 2 in Yakima. The votes take place after the Board has considered
testimony received at the public hearing, which will be held on on Tuesday, November 1 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m. at the Yakima City Hall, at 129 North 2nd St. in Yakima, WA. The purpose of the public hearing is to solicit
citizen comments and opinions about these proposed rule changes.
Three of the Proposals are:
1. To add oriental clematis,
Clematis orientalis, as a Class A
noxious weed. Oriental clematis
is a deciduous, climbing vine or
scrambling shrub with 4-sepaled
yellow or yellow-green flowers. In
Yakima County, oriental clematis
has recently invaded riparian
areas, densely covering trees,
shrubs and groundcovers. These
are the only populations found in
the state so far. A Class A noxious
weed listing requires eradication of
oriental clematis by all landowners;
however, distribution of this nonnative invasive species is extremely
limited at this time, and the Yakima
County Noxious Weed Control
Board has already been working
with landowners to treat the majority
of known infestations. There are
many non-invasive Clematis plants
sold in nurseries; however, oriental
clematis does not appear to be
commonly sold in Washington.
2.
To
add
tree-of-heaven,
Ailanthus altissima, as a Class
C noxious weed. Tree-of-heaven
is a rapidly-growing, medium-sized,
deciduous tree that was once carried
through the horticultural trade and
touted for its fast growth rate and
ability to thrive in disturbed areas. It
has naturalized and spread in areas
all over Washington State. This fast
growing tree spreads by suckering
roots as well as by producing an
abundance of seed--up to 325,000

per tree. This invasive tree also
releases chemicals into the soil
to limit the growth of neighboring
plants and rapidly outcompetes
native vegetation, allowing it to form
dense thickets. Trees can also be a
nuisance in urban areas with roots
breaking asphalt surfaces, growing
by building foundation and into wells
and sewer lines. It does not appear
to have been sold ornamentally for
a long time. As a Class C noxious
weed, control would not be required
by the WSNWCB, though county
weed boards have the option of
requiring landowners to control it.
3. To add Japanese eelgrass,
Zostera japonica, as a Class C
noxious weed (on commercially
managed shellfish beds only).
Japanese eelgrass is a grass-like
herbaceous plant that grows in
intertidal marine waters. Shellfish
growers have indicated that this
nonnative species is invading the
once-bare mudflats and significantly
reducing
yield
of
shellfish,
particularly hard-shell clams, and
increasing costs to manage and
maintain the shellfish beds. It
reduces tidal water flow by up to
40%, thereby potentially changing
mudflat use by organisms. However,
this species also appears to share
similar structure and function to
the important and protected native
eelgrass, Zostera marina, although
it occurs higher in the intertidal

zone than the native species. It
also appears to be a major food
source for migrating shorebirds.
The modified listing would allow the
state weed board to acknowledge
that this species is causing negative
economic harm to the shellfish
industry while recognizing that this
species also has numerous positive,
negative, neutral, and unknown
ecological impacts at this time. It
would also allow the WSNWCB to
provide education and outreach
to the public about Japanese
eelgrass, such as its identification
(and how to distinguish it from the
native eelgrass), distribution, and its
complex economic and ecological
impacts. Control of this species
would not be required by the
WSNWCB, although county noxious
weed control boards would have
the option of selecting Japanese
eelgrass for control on commercially
managed shellfish beds.
None
of the county weed boards have
expressed the intent to do so at this
time. It should also be noted that in
early 2011, Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife modified its
Priority Habitats and Species (PHS)
by exempting Japanese eelgrass
from protection, so shellfish growers
already have the option to control it
without violating the PHS, regardless
of its listing as a Class C noxious
weed.

Laurel Baldwin & Monette Boswell can be reached through the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board.
322 N. Commercial Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 Phone: 360.715.7470 http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Master Gardener Strategic Planning Retreat
Monday, November 7, 2011
1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Community Food Co-op Cordata Meeting Room
315 Westerly Road, Bellingham
Purpose:
To gather input and develop a 3-5 year vision plan for the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program.
Who should attend:
• Master Gardeners who represent distinct program areas
• New and veteran Master Gardeners
• Program partners
• Advisory Committee Members
• Whatcom MG Foundation leadership
• WSU Extension Faculty and Staff who support the program
We currently have 27 people signed up to attend the Planning Retreat. Our goal is to have representation
from each of the project areas: •Annual Training, •Hovander Demonstration Gardens, •Youth and
Community Outreach and Education, •Office Clinic, •Community Gardens, •Summer Workshop Series,
•Plant Sale and other fundraising, •Community Gardens, •Summer Workshop Series, and •Sustainable
Practices and stewardship.
RSVP to Beth Chisholm by Wednesday, November 2, Beth.chisholm@wsu.edu

SCHEDULE
1:00-1:30

Welcome and introductions—Drew Betz and Chris Benedict

2:00- 3:30

Strategic Planning session—Toni Fitzgerald, State Master Gardener Program Leader

3:30- 4:00

Wrap up

What do you hope for in the next 3-5 for the Whatcom County MG program?
What has worked and where do we need improvements.
Review of the goals and missions of the MG program—areas of focus revisited. – Beth Chisholm
Input on a 3-5 year vision for the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program.

In addition to the Planning Retreat – there will be a focus session with Toni Fitzgerald, State MG
Program Leader, just prior, starting at 11:30 a.m.
***For those of you attending please bring your own lunch. Light snacks will be provided. We look forward
to a productive retreat see you on November 7.

Skagit County Master Gardener’s Know and Grow Workshop

The Way We Garden:
An International Tour of Gardens Great and Small
Tuesday, November 15, 1:00 – 2:30 pm
WSU Mount Vernon NWREC

Using extracts from a wide range of literature and photographs she has taken around the world,
Jane Billinghurst takes you on a tour of gardens great and small, exploring their spiritual, aesthetic,
social, and political dimensions.
This workshop is free of charge and open to the public. Space is limited and available on a firstcome, first-served basis.
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