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The WSU Extension Office is having an Open House
on Thursday, December 15. Come on in and see what
changes have occurred to the office and meet the
staff.
Now that the holiday season is upon us, I will let you
know that the office will be closed: November 24 & 25;
December 23 & 26; January 2, 13 & 16; and February
17 and 20. These are closures for Holidays and County
Closure Days.
Staying on the Office theme, the Master Gardener
Clinic hours is a year round clinic. There may not be
someone in the office everyday but we do get calls and
people stopping in all the time. If it is at all possible
to have the clinic manned at least twice a week this
would be great. You may call and speak with Beth or
the office staff or stop by and put your name on the
calendar.
Again speaking about the holiday season, I will be out
of the office quite a bit in November and December.
In doing this I will combine the December/January
newsletter. Anything that is of great importance will be
emailed out by the Foundation and Beth Chisholm.
Now for the Newsletter; I would like to give a very
big THANK YOU! to John VanMiert for his years
of contribution to the newsletter. The December
Garden Miscellany will be his last one. John has been
someone that I have always been able to count on for
his help with the newsletter, answering MG questions
and helping with the new interns for office orientation.
John, have a great vacation and remember to stop by
and visit the office.
So, if you have a knack for writing, please feel free
to contact Beth, and we will see about putting your
articles in the newsletter.
Till next month
Cheryl Kahle
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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GARDEN MISCELLANY - DECEMBER
YOUR MONTHLY GARDENING GUIDE BY JOHN VANMIERT
The unpredictable weather in
Whatcom County plays a major part
in scheduling the garden activities
for December. The weather here in
the Northwest is so unpredictable
that in a week’s time we can have
beautiful days with sunshine, rain
and wind, clear days with night frost,
sometimes even snow fall. However,
work which was carried over from
November could be carried out in
December on the days the weather
is mild enough.
Continue to cut your lawn going
into winter. Rake the fallen leaves
regularly off the lawn. Fallen leaves,
especially maple leaves, can
smother grasses. Remember, if you
plan on fertilizing your lawn only
once a year, the month of November
was the time to do it. However, if you
didn’t get to it, do it now! A feeding
now will keep the lawns green and
nourish the roots during the winter
time. This will result in a vigorous turf
in the spring. December is a good
time to put lime on your lawn. Many
areas here in Whatcom County are
prone to be on the acid side of the
scale. The rains will bring down the
lime to the root zone. It takes about
3 months before the plants start
benefitting from a lime application.
Many deciduous trees and shrubs
are sufficiently dormant now for
transplanting. Don’t forget to protect
your transplanted trees with a
stake for the first growing season.
A gale wind can pose a severe
threat to new-planted trees and
shrubs. Ground covers, vines, and
evergreens can be planted now.
Continue to dig up, divide, plant and
transplant perennials.
Change or deepen the color of
hydrangeas between now and
January. Treat pink flowering with
lime, treat the blue flowering with
sulfate of ammonia (acid soil).
Some berry producing shrubs may
be trimmed to enhance their fruiting
effects. Prune tall-growing roses
back to prevent damage from wind,
delay the final pruning until spring.
Heavy pruning could stimulate
tender new growth, which could be
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

very susceptible to winter damage.
It’s normal fall pruning time for many
of the shrubs. Pruning of the trees
should be postponed till the end of
January and February. A severe
winter could cause damage to fresh
pruning wounds.
Now is a good time for taking
cuttings of many foliage plants
for rooting in a propagation coldframe, or a container indoors, or
for the lucky owners of a hobby
greenhouse. It’s late, but you can
have still good results if you have to
plant spring bulbs; enrich soil with
bulb food, bone meal should be your
first choice, and add some nitrogen
on top of the planting bed early in
February.
Check your tubers and root crops
in storage. Check squash and
pumpkins that were stored earlier
and discard any which didn’t keep
well. Put late root crops in frost free
storage; beets, carrots, and parsnips
keep best in a cold, but not too dry,
environment.
Winter is the time to do some
planning for your next season’s
garden. Are you digging up that
lawn or any other neglected weedy
area? It’s a good idea to incorporate
the vegetation, except any pesky
weeds, like quack grass, into the
soil. If you do it now, then there
is ample time for the vegetation
to decay. The incorporation of the
vegetation is a valuable source of
building up the organic matter into
the soil. An application of lime should
be applied at least 3 months before
using the new addition for flowers
and vegetables. Careful now, if you
plan to cultivate only rhododendrons,
azaleas, and heathers, or any other
acid loving plants, liming should be
omitted.
Yes, it’s wreath making time. Make
an evergreen wreath from tip
cuttings. Gather 6” to 8” cuttings from
needle and broadleaf evergreens.
There is a chemical spray which
can be applied to retard the loss of
moisture. Using florist or other wire,
arrange and wire together 3 to 6

cuttings in a fan shape, and attach
the bunches to a wreath frame.
Best to wire these bunches in an
alternating pattern to the frame, one
extending slightly outward beyond
the frame, and the next slightly
inward. This will hide the frame and
produces a full wreath. Continue
placing bunches carefully covering
ends and wrapping wire of previous
bunch. Tuck last bunch under the
first as you complete the wreath.
Fill in any blank spaces. Highlight
wreaths with cones, interesting seed
pods and berries, dried leaves and
flowers. Effective vine wreath can
be made by twisting the bare stems
of bittersweet, grapevines, Virginia
creeper into loose, open coils.
Decorate them simply with berries
from holly, privet, or hawthorn
berries, wild rosehips etc.
Live/Real Christmas trees need
gallons of water. A six-foot tall
tree can use three to four quarts of
water the first day it is inside. As a
rule of thumb, your tree will need
almost a quart of water per day for
each inch of diameter at the tree
butt. Tests indicated that the first
days in a stand are more critical to
moisture uptake. A properly cut tree
will naturally reduce its water use
after a few days. Many of today’s
stands hold such small amount of
water that it is almost impossible to
maintain the water level above the
base of the tree. If the water level
drops below the butt of the tree,
then a seal forms at the butt which
prevents the tree from absorbing
more water even when the stand
is refilled. If you can’t find a stand
which holds this amount of water,
you may want to try using a bucket
type, place some rocks in it to hold
the tree upright. The larger the tree
trunk, the more water it will use.
We are so blessed living here in the
Pacific Northwest. Each month has
its own individual charms. Maybe we
don’t have the regular four seasons
in a year, but there is never a dead
season in the gardens. Wishing all of
you a very happy holiday season!
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GARDEN MASTERY TIPS

by Clark County Master Gardeners

WINTER CONTAINER CARE
The key to all-season container planting is making sure that both pots and plants can withstand the most inclement
weather they are likely to endure. Many plants that are perfectly hardy in the ground will perish if left outdoors in a
pot. Even plants that are quite hardy will not tolerate frozen roots. Therefore, they must be protected from freezes,
heavy winds, and other wintry hazards. This involves selecting the right plants and containers, paying careful
attention to where they are placed, and providing timely maintenance.
Plants in containers on rooftops and balconies will experience lower temperatures and strong winds. Similarly,
decks are more hostile to container plants than terraces because the air circulating under, as well as above, the
plants will quickly freeze-burn the roots.
Choosing Pots
Large pots that are at least 18 to 24 inches insulate plant roots better than smaller pots because they hold more
soil.
Pots with tapering sides are less likely to crack than waisted containers or those that are narrow at the top. When
soil freezes in a tapered pot, the whole bulk tends to slip upwards (called heaving), easing the pressure on the
sides of the container. However, this exposes the plant roots to freezing temperatures. To prevent heaving, bury a
piece of old garden hose or flexible drainage pipe (which is plugged at each end to prevent soil from getting inside)
in the pot. If the pot freezes, the expanding soil will press against the flexible hose or pipe, compressing the air
inside the hose. This will relieve the pressure on the outside of the pot.
Terra cotta, concrete, and ceramic containers generally do not tolerate winter ravages well. Terra cotta and concrete
pots must be at least 1-1/2 to 2 inches thick to prevent them from cracking when subjected to freezing. Terra cotta
pots can be wrapped with wire under the rim for extra support.
In northern gardens where winter temperatures drop below freezing but stay above 20°F, plant hardy plants in
unbreakable containers. Freeze-resistant pots made from fiberglass, polyethylene, or structural foam are available.
These pots insulate the soil, which helps to regulate the temperature and retain moisture better than traditional
pots. They are also easy to move because they are light-weight.
Bringing Containers Indoors
The best solution for cold areas is to bring containers indoors for the winter. Bring tender perennials indoors in late
summer or early fall to enjoy before temperatures drop lower than 50°F and before you use your winter heating
for the home. Plants need time to adjust to the indoor environment since dry, hot air from heating systems makes
the acclimation more difficult. Be sure to rid plants of aphids and other pests by spraying them with a strong jet of
water and letting them dry before bringing indoors. Continue to monitor for pests throughout the winter.
Tender perennials can also be preserved during the winter as cuttings. Take cuttings and root them in late summer
and overwinter these indoors as small house plants, setting them outside again the following year as soon as the
risk of frost has passed.
Protecting Containers Under Shelter
If you cannot bring your container plants indoors, then the best places for overwintering plants in containers are
in a heated greenhouse, a garage, or a covered patio. This protects containers from most winter weather and
damage, but you will still have to care for the plants through the winter to some extent.
Container plantings need to be protected from prevailing winter winds. A building, dense evergreen hedge, or solid
fence can serve as a good wind screen. In choosing a location, keep in mind that sheltered, north-facing areas
are actually less punishing than southern or eastern exposures, which warm by day and drop quickly to freezing
temperatures by night. The freeze-and-thaw cycle can severely damage plants.
Protecting Exposed Containers
If you have no shelter available for your container plants, various coverings and wraps will provide some protection.
Wrap plants with evergreen tree boughs or straw, secured with twine to hold them close to the container. For
protection from strong winds, barricades of burlap can be placed around the plants. Enclose containers with a
cylinder of chicken wire filled with dried leaves or straw and keep it dry with a waterproof cover. Set pots in large
boxes packed with styrene packing pieces. You can also try removing the plant from the container in the fall,
planting it in the ground in the warmest part of your yard, and re-potting it in the spring (or the entire container can
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be buried).
Straw or evergreen branches can be laid on top of the soil and around the plants to keep the soil from heaving out
of the pot. This will protect against prolonged freezing, which can burn the roots. Or mulch the top of the pot with
2 inches of shredded hardwood to hold moisture and insulate the soil.
In climates where long-term freezing is inevitable, equip yourself with plenty of old bedsheets or lightweight blankets
to cover plants at night and protect them through cold spells until freezing weather sets in. In milder climates (Zone
7 and warmer) these covers prove useful from time to time to get your plants through a cold snap. Heavy plastic or
layers of newspaper can be placed over the plants when frost is expected and removed after the danger is past.
To protect plants from snow, place wide, spreading plants under a tunnel structure made from wood or wire hoops,
supporting strong but fine mesh netting. Tie netting around narrow, columnar plants.
Protecting Empty Containers
Empty pots should be protected from snow and freezing rain. Repetitive freezing and thawing can damage clay,
porcelain, and plastic pots. This damage includes fading, chipping, and flaking edges and bottoms. Move empty
containers to a shed, garage, covered patio, or up against the house or fence and cover them with a tarp to
prolong their life.
Winter is a great time to clean pots before the busier spring season begins. Use steel wool and vinegar to wash off
fertilizer salts on terra cotta pots. It is also a good idea to sanitize your pots with a 10% bleach and water solution
to prevent spreading overwintering diseases.
Winter Watering and Fertilizing
Because containers outdoors are exposed to the elements at the sides as well as the top, they dry out faster and
need frequent watering, even in the winter. Make sure that you keep the soil mix at least slightly moist—plants
don’t need much water during cold weather, but their roots must never dry out entirely. As feeder roots freeze, they
stop absorbing water, so keep plants well watered before the first hard freeze. Whenever the temperature rises
above 40°F from November through March, check the soil in your containers for moisture.
Also check to make sure the pots drain well. Dormant perennials can be easily killed if water accumulates in the
pot and freezes.
You need not fertilize during the winter months when overwintering container plants outdoors. Most plants are
dormant during the winter and use their own store of nutrients to survive. For plants brought indoors, fertilize
lightly, since they have not gone completely dormant.
Don’t Let Mother Nature Fool You!
In all areas, have patience in the spring. Re-acquaint house-bound plants to the outdoors gradually. Wait until
the nighttime air temperatures stay consistently above 50°F before removing winter wraps. Night frost can be
damaging to young shoots and, where early growth has been rapid (for example, in a greenhouse), plant tissue
will be soft and easily bruised by wind.
Do not remove coverings too soon in the spring – frost damage can occur when balmy days are followed by cold
windy nights. Also, just because a plant can survive the winter in the ground doesn’t mean that it can manage cold
weather in a container, so you may have to hold off replanting into a container.
Even though your container plants may live most of their lives outdoors, introduce them slowly from shelter or
indoors in the spring to get them acclimated to the temperature and the sun. It is important to watch for late
frosts after placing containers outside. Even sun-lovers must be exposed only to early-morning sun at first. The
north side of the house is a perfect spot because they get the morning sun in increasing doses as the season
progresses. Once outside, well-acclimated plants are much less susceptible to pests and diseases.

Another year of beautiful container gardening begins again!
References
Gardening in Containers. California: Ortho Books, 1996.
Lewis, Eleanore. Container Gardens. Better Homes and Gardens, Little Brown and Company, 2001.
Colborn, Nigel. The Container Garden. Little Brown and Company, 1990.
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Looking for a Christmas present for you and/or a friend? Join us on the Master Gardener’s bus, Wednesday
February 8, to the Seattle Flower & Garden Show! Please contact Sandy Keathley if you are interested in
attending.
Prices are the same as last year: $40 for Master Gardeners and $45 for Non-Master Gardeners
Hope to hear from you soon!
Sandy Keathley

2012 Master Gardener Training
New Class for 2012 Timeline
November and December 2011 - Applications are currently being accepted. We have 15 applications so far.
January 2012 - Interviews for prospective trainees
February 9 - First Class Orientation
April 12 - Final Exam week for course
The training will increase from 8 to 10 weeks long giving us more time to work on the material as a group.
We will meet on Thursdays at the WSU Extension office with Fieldtrips and guest speakers
Helpful links: Here are some links to our neighboring County MG programs. You may find ideas or classes
that interest you.
http://snohomish.wsu.edu/garden.htm
http://skagit.wsu.edu/mg/clinics.htm
http://county.wsu.edu/pierce/mg/Pages/default.aspx
http://county.wsu.edu/island/gardening/mg/Pages/default.aspx

New Greenhouse Policy from the Board
The new greenhouse at Hovander is not to be used by anyone, Master Gardener or non-Master
Gardener during the winter months for storage of materials or overwintering plants. The water,
power, and heat have been turned off. This is a safety issue for people and the greenhouse itself.
If you have problems with this decision, contact a Foundation Board Member. Please remove
anything you have stored in the greenhouse while we can still drive to it. Please find another
appropriate storage place. If materials are not removed, they will be placed outside on Thursday,
December 1. Major flooding has put water up on the windows by at least 2 feet, this is 2 feet above
the cement wall. Thanks for understanding.
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DO YOU HAVE AQUATIC PLANTS IN YOUR AQUARIUM
OR BACKYARD POND?
Many beautiful and beneficial plants are grown for water gardening and
aquariums. Unfortunately, many of those plants are non-native and can
become invasive when introduced into the “wild”. Non-native invasive
plant species negatively impact water quality, fish habitat, waterfowl food
sources, and outcompete our native plant species. In Lake Whatcom,
we already have 9 invasive aquatic plant species – including Eurasian
Watermilfoil - let’s not add any more to our lakes!
• If you do grow plants in your aquarium or water garden, be sure to
keep them contained.
• Consider using native or non-invasive aquatic plants instead.
• Never release or dispose of aquatic plants in waterways. They do
make great compost!
• Learn to identify aquatic invasive plants so that you can prevent their
spread. Contact the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Board for a list
of invasive plants for our area:
360 / 715-7470
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds
Email: LBaldwin@co.whatcom.wa.us

Brazilian Elodea

Eurasian

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
mg.whatcom@wsu.edu
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Chair
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