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UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE
I cannot believe that it has been 2 months already since
I sent out the last newsletter. I hope that everyone had
a great holiday season and that the weather has not
been too depressing.

CALENDAR

Thank you for the Master Gardeners that came in and
helped host our Open House on December 15. From
the feedback, it went over very well, and many from
the public are interested in us having something like
this every year. I will keep you informed on what we
decide to do.
Beth has been very busy interviewing the new trainees,
and she will start the training on February 9. We have a
total of 35 for this year’s class. Welcome Trainees!!!
Sandy has been busy getting this coming Bus trip to
the Annual Flower Show organized, and they will be
traveling on February 8 for a fun full day in Seattle.
I am attaching to this newsletter for all Whatcom County
Master Gardeners, the WSU Master Gardeners ReApplication form. Why do I need this? It is so the data
base and directory can be up-to-date. Once I have
these returned (some have already been sent in), and
I have the information from the new class, I will be
getting out a new directory for Whatcom County.
Do you have an interest in writing or maybe just want
to try writing an article once to see if you have the
chops, please submit your article to either Beth or
myself, Cheryl, and we will get them published here in
the Weeder’s Digest.
On a personal note, heart felt condolences go to
our President, Loretta Hogg, on the passing of her
Husband, Bob, on January 17. Loretta, you are in our
prayers.
Till next month
Cheryl Kahle

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES

Upcoming Spring Events
our community partners are looking for MG volunteers to help

March 10 - Tabling at the Seed Swap, Bellingham Public Market
March 24 - Whatcom Conservation District Native Plant Sale

Volunteer jobs available at WSU Extension Office
CLINIC!!—now that February is upon us we need the clinic to
be staffed at least 2 days a week. 2-3 hours is the ideal shift.
Answering phone calls, emails, following up with clients.
General Office help --Organize our library resources for
clients and volunteers
Update our calendar of Events for our website and community
outreach
Prep for the Farmer’s Market Season, etc
Are you a Facebook user?? We are in need of a volunteer to
maintain our MG Facebook page. This is a another great tool
to connect with the community.
Community First Garden Project (CFG) team members—
help develop resource kits, update our website, do
presentations to local groups, become a garden mentor,
teach a mini workshop maintain our CFG facebook page,
Understand and be able to communicate the WSU Whatcom
County Extension role in the community garden projects.
WSU MGs have developed a partnership with the Bellingham
Foodbank’s Garden Project, for the coming growing season
we are seeking two newsletter writers. Contact Beth for more
information
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LINNAEUS, LEARNING, AND WAS THAT AN ALASKA CEDAR?
BY LOUISE

I see myself as your average
Western Washington Native. I
grew up with the usual native
plants in a marine climate with
the usual odd weather. Maybe
we were also odd gardeners…
I don’t know. We all learned the
names of the commonest NW
tree and plants. It seemed like
the natural thing to do. So, it
was revealing to read why this is
so in the book Naming Nature:
The Clash between Instinct and
Science, by Carol Yoon. Human
brains are wired to observe and
order as the evolutionary answer
to learning what is beneficial or is
harmful to eat or touch. Children
naturally inquire about names
and we eagerly help them. This
instinct to name nature creates our
“unwelt” (pronounced OOM-velt),
“a peculiarly human vision of order
in the living world”, and is true for
all human cultures. Damage part
of the brain, and our sense of
belonging in our “world” is upended
with very difficult consequences.
Taxonomy is the science of
classifying nature’s living things.
Yoon’s book also provides insights
into its rocky history, as well as why
we so love to name things. One
champion taxonomist was the well
known Linnaeus. Since his reign,
the field has survived mountains of
heated controversy and evolved to
embrace computers, genetics and
cladists.
My interest in naming plants has
also evolved with practice and
mentoring. At least I am trying to
evolve! Thanks to Karen Gilliam,
curious Master Gardeners in
Whatcom County have benefitted
for many years from her passion,
support and practice identifying
native plants. Plant Identification
sessions are monthly on the 3rd
Thursday from 9-11am.
Our
indoor meeting location is the
Cordata Community Food Coop

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

upstairs meeting room.
We
have just concluded a fun year of
indoor study sessions and field
trips in “warm weather” (a little
NW humor). We will start again
in January 2012. Karen Gilliam
combines native plant ID practice
with studying a plant family’s
characteristics. Emily Schiller and
David Deckelbaum are excellent
ID guides at our annual Stimpson
Family Reserve walk. It is always
stimulating.
Every
Master
Gardener’s
education includes sessions of
plant identification. I recall with
anxiety the exercise to identify
Western Red Cedar from Alaska
Cedar, and I did not succeed!
Some useful texts are listed
below, including local authors.
Our most-used book is by Jim
Pojar and Andy MacKinnon, which
is so easy to use and includes
early peoples’ uses of many
native plants, which adds interest.
I did not know Ocean Spray is
so hard it was used for arrow
wood. Besides the texts there are
internet sources useful at home
or at MG Clinic. One such source
is from Oregon State University,
called Landscape Plants: Images,
Identification, and Information,
at
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/
ldplants/index.htm#otheritems.
Included in the site is a link to,
“Plant Identification: Examining
Leaves” at
http://oregonstate.
edu/dept/ldplants/Plant%20IDLeaves.htm. In October the Plant
ID attendees sat with portable
computers reviewing this leaf
characteristic information and
using leaves/branches which we
had brought to bring it home. Hint:
it is important to have as much of
a branch as possible to see leaf
variations and shoot placement.

GRANGER

daily, from tiny mosses to towering
trees. Identification of plants during
MG Clinics comes in very handy
for assessing common diseases
or hardy native plants used in
landscaping. MG volunteers, led
by Kendra Bradford, continue to
improve an already impressive
Native Plant Garden at Hovander,
complete with labels. Examples of
tree and plant identification sites
in Whatcom County are plentiful
from Stimpson Family Reserve to
Point Whitehorn Marine Reserve
to (who would guess?) Bayview
Cemetary. Our Plant ID field trips
have some sporting similarities to
geocaching (try finding the Dawn
Redwood at Bayview Cemetary!).
So, give in to your instincts to
name nature. Stir up a little envy
in your friends by identifying native
plants. Keep your MG learning
sharp. Plant ID sessions will start
again in January 2012. Talk to
Karen Gilliam for inspiration and
information. Have fun naming
nature!
Plants of the Pacific Northwest
Coast: Washington, Oregon, BC
and Alaska, by Andy McKinnon
and Jim Pojar.
Naming Nature: The Clash
Between Instinct and Science, by
Carol Kaesuk Yoon.
Plant Identification Terminology:
an Illustrated Glossary.
The Botanical Garden: Vol. I-II, by
Roger Phillips and Martyn E. Rix.
Wildflowers
of
the
Pacific
Northwest, by Mark Turner and
Phyllis Gustafson.

There are opportunities to practice
plant identification everywhere.
We cross paths with native plants
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GARDEN MASTERYby Clark
TIPS
County Master Gardeners
A WINTER GEM IN THE GARDEN – HELLEBORES
Looking for something to liven up that dull winter garden? Hellebores, also known
as Lenten Rose, brighten up any garden. They are durable plants that have large
leathery, dark green and slightly glossy leaves divided into usually seven to nine
segments whose margins are toothed. The leaves are borne at the end of stalks that
grow about 12 to 16 inches high. The bloom can’t be ignored. The colors range in
one direction from white through ivory, cream, primrose, lemon, and chartreuse to a
vivid parrot green. In the other direction, the white leads to palest pink, medium pink,
rose, ruby, garnet, oxblood, amethyst, usky purple, slate and finally near black.
Blooms are generally two to three inches across, with the showy part consisting of five rounded overlapping sepals
surrounding a cluster of small green nectaries and a lot of pale yellow stamens. The flower looks shapely and may
remind you of a single small peony, which is no coincidence since both belong to the Ranunculaceae (buttercup)
family. You can count on blooms to remain attractive for eight weeks or more. Their bloom period – December
through March here in the Northwest – varies with climate.
Hellebores’ native ground stretches south and eastward from the Balkans into Greece and northern Turkey. They
perform best in conditions that their wild ancestors prefer: full to partial shade from deciduous trees and welldrained, humusy soil that is kept moist. It is wise to give them a two-inch layer of leaf mold each fall and apply
an annual sprinkling of slow-release fertilizer just as the flower stalks begin to lengthen. If you need to divide or
replant your Hellebores, the late summer or early fall is the best time – when they are coming out of dormancy and
before they begin to bloom. When dividing, make certain to get a bit of crown with a growth bud and a leaf stalk
with some of the rhizome and roots attached.
Very few pests and diseases other than black spot and aphids affect
them. Black spot is a fungus that can be dealt with by either a fungicide or
removing the damaged leaves and blooms and hoping for drier weather
next year. Insecticidal soap works well for the aphids.

Definitions
SEPAL
a modified leaf which is part of a
calyx

Hellebores produce many seeds. If you collect the seed it is best sown
immediately. You will have better results with fresh seed than with seed
that has been stored. These plants hybridize quite easily and you will
find your plants producing new colors over time with the generous help
of our bumblebees. If you’d like to control the cross pollination yourself
to stabilize attractive characteristics it is quite easy. A very complete and
comprehensive source for learning how to breed and grow Hellebores
is: The Gardeners Guide for Growing Hellebores, by Graham Rice and
Elizabeth Strangman.

CALYX

Hellebores are a known poisonous plant, even though they were grown
over 2000 years ago for medical purposes. Do not consume any part of
the plant. To be on the safe side, wear gloves when handling your plants
to prevent any possible rashes from developing.

ANTHER

Visit your local nursery to obtain Hellebores.

the usually green outer whorl of a
flower consisting of sepals

NECTARY
plant gland that secretes nectar

STAMEN
the pollen-producing male organ of
a flower that consists of an anther
and a filament
part of the stamen that is usually
borne on a stalk

FILAMENT
the anther bearing stalk of a stamen

If you’d like to learn more about Hellebores and see some great photos,
here are a few more websites to check out.
* http://www.plantdel.com/Tony/hellebores.html
* http://www.hellebore.com/
* http://hellebores.hort.net/
* http://cube.icestorm.net/hellebores/
* http://www.gardenweb.com/cyberplt/plants/hellebor.html
Our pages provide links to external sites for the convenience of users. WSU Extension does not manage these external
sites, nor does Extension review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these sites. These external sites do not
implicitly or explicitly represent official positions and policies of WSU Extension.
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WHATCOM COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD
Each month we run an article from the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Control Board. It has been a while
since it was actually discussed what is the Weed Control Board. So this month, here is information that is
directly from their website: http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds/
Policy Statement
The Whatcom County Noxious Weed Board promotes noxious weed control through public education and
personal and/or written contact with landowners. The Weed Board recognizes the control of noxious weeds is
a community effort, requiring all landowners to control the growth and spread of noxious weeds on their land
and to prevent infestations from occurring on adjacent properties. Landowners are encouraged to report to
this Board all known infestations of noxious weeds.
The Weed Board Coordinator and Inspector are available, on request, to assist in the identification of noxious
weeds and to help develop an integrated and comprehensive plan for weed control which is specific to
site characteristics. The plan may include varied cultural practices, land management, use of herbicides
or biological agents, or other means as desired by the landowner and/or indicated by site conditions. For
those landowners who have a severe infestation of weeds, an approved plan with a schedule indicating a
reasonable, continuous effort towards control will be in compliance with our goals. This plan may be extended
over a period of years.
The following weeds receive priority for monitoring and notification to landowners:
•Meadow Knapweed (Centaurea jacea x nigra)
•Spotted Knapweed (Centaurea biebersteinii)
•Tansy Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)
•Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria)
•Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)
Of these five species, 1 is chosen each season for the Board’s enforcement activities.
The selection of species is rotated annually among the five. The target enforcement
species for 2012 is Spotted Knapweed, a Class “B” Designate noxious weed.
Minimal control standards for Class “A” weeds shall be prevention of seed production with the goal being
eradication. Minimal control standards for Class “B-Designate” weeds shall be prevention of seed production with
the goal being decreasing the number and density of infestations. The Board may choose to adopt a Class “C” or
Class “B” weed for the purposes of education and/or biological control.
In the case of selected noxious weeds being cultivated for a known commercial value, the Weed Board will notify
individuals on an informative level that this is in violation of State Quarantine Law WAC 16-752. The case(s) may
then be referred to the regional Horticultural Inspector if any regulatory action is to be taken.
The Weed Board personnel have the authority to enter all property for the purpose of enforcing the Weed Law;
provided that a reasonable attempt to notify landowners of the purpose of entry is made. If the landowner fails to
take action to control the weeds, the Board reserves the right to pursue enforcement procedures as outlined in
RCW 17.10.

History
The Whatcom County Noxious Weed Board was activated by Ordinance No. 81-61 on September 17, 1981 and
operated under provisions of Washington State Law RCW 17.10. Initially the Board’s activities were directed
at providing public information concerning one weed, Tansy Ragwort. On March 10, 1983, Ordinance No. 8322 granted the Board authority to implement enforcement proceedings for Tansy Ragwort only. On August 7,
1986, Ordinance No. 86-68 gave the addition of Knapweed to both educational and policing activities. It also
extended the terms of the Weed Board to December 31, 1991. In 1987, State Law RCW 17.10 underwent
revisions that made it necessary to amend Whatcom County Code 2.27. On January 25, 1992, Ordinance
No. 92-008 and 92-009 amended Whatcom County Code 2.27 and 2.27.130 were deleted to bring the Board
into full compliance with Revised Code of Washington Chapter 17.10.
Meetings
Board meetings are generally held on the last Wednesday of every other month (Jan., March, May, July, Sept., &
Nov.) at 8:00 p.m. If you would like to attend a meeting, please call ahead to confirm the meeting date and location,
360 / 715-7470.
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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SUPPORTING WSU SCHOLARSHIPS
Cougar Crimson vehicle plates on sale

PULLMAN, Wash. – The newly
designed, all-crimson, Washington
State University vehicle license
plate is now available for sale
from the state Department of
Licensing.
Inspired by the design of WSU’s
“Ol’ Crimson” flag, the new plate
features
silvery-white
WSU
Cougar logo and lettering on a
solid crimson plate. It is available
at an initial cost of $40, plus regular
vehicle registration fees and
costs an additional $30 annually
thereafter. Check your local DOL
office for exact fees.
A full $28 of each Cougar plate fee
is returned to the university each

year as a tax-deductible donation
to the WSU scholarship fund. In
2011, such personalized plate sales
generated approximately $350,000
to fund student scholarships for
WSU students. There are already
more than 13,000 vehicles in the
state sporting the previous version
of the special design WSU plate,
which is more than the combined
number of special design plates
issued on behalf of all of our other
public universities in Washington.
Vehicle owners do not have to wait
until their license comes up for
renewal before ordering the new
WSU plate, which is also available
for motorcycles. The Cougar
license plate application can be

downloaded from the Department
of Licensing website at http://
www.dol.wa.gov/forms/420499.
pdf. The completed application
can then be mailed or faxed back
to the department or simply taken
directly to a local vehicle licensing
office. Personalized WSU logo
plates are also available through
the DOL website at http://www.
dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/
sppersonalized.html.
Drivers who wish to receive gift
credit from the University for their
plate donation can visit alumni.
wsu.edu/license for details about
how to send their information to
the WSU Foundation.

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map-Washington
The 2012 USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map is the standard by which gardeners and growers can determine
which plants are most likely to thrive at a location. The map is based on the average annual minimum winter
temperature, divided into 10-degree F zones. Whatcom County is in Zone 8a : 10 to 15 (F).
For the first time, the map is available as
an interactive GIS-based map, for which a
broadband Internet connection is recommended,
and as static images for those with slower Internet
access. Users may also simply type in a ZIP
Code and find the hardiness zone for that area.
http://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/
No posters of the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone
Map have been printed. But state, regional, and
national images of the map can be downloaded
and printed in a variety of sizes and resolutions.
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