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UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE
It has been active here in the office. A final total of 27
are taking the class this year. A big thank you for all of
the veterans who have been helping. Beth is doing an
outstanding job, being that this is her first year.

CALENDAR

Thank you for the veterans who are coming in and
manning the Master Gardener desk. It has been slow,
but the gardening season is fast approaching, and we
will need to have more signing up. You can come in
and put your name on the calendar.
Thank you to Sandy Keathley for organizing this
year’s Bus trip to the Annual Flower Show. A total of
45 traveled to Seattle and enjoyed a fun filled day on
February 8.
Thank you for everyone who has sent in the ReApplication Form. This form helps me keep the data
base current. But, you do not have to wait until this
form is sent out if you have a change in address, email,
or phone number. Please keep the office informed of
your changes.
Now, some have thought that they could just email or
call with this info, please send this form back in. This
is a way to make sure that I have everything correct. I
will be including only the people who I receive this from
in the new directory. New trainees, I will include you in
the new directory, so you are safe.
Till next month
Cheryl Kahle

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES

Volunteer jobs available at WSU
Extension Office
CLINIC!!—We need the clinic to be staffed at least 2
days a week. 2-3 hours is the ideal shift. Answering
phone calls, emails, following up with clients.
General Office help --Organize our library resources
for clients and volunteers
Update our calendar of Events for our website and
community outreach
Prep for the Farmer’s Market Season, etc
Are you a Facebook user?? We are in need of a
volunteer to maintain our MG Facebook page. This
is another great tool to connect with the community.
Community First Garden Project (CFG) team
members—help develop resource kits, update our
website, do presentations to local groups, become
a garden mentor, teach a mini workshop maintain
our CFG facebook page, Understand and be able to
communicate the WSU Whatcom County Extension
role in the community garden projects.
WSU MGs have developed a partnership with
the Bellingham Foodbank’s Garden Project,
for the coming growing season. We are seeking
two newsletter writers. Contact Beth for more
information.
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THE AMAZING, FANTASTIC AND VERY IMPORTANT WHATCOM
MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE
BY LOUISE GRANGER

A long tradition is again being
carried out on Saturday, May 12,
with the annual Master Gardener
Plant Sale. This is the major fund
raising activity for the Master
Gardener Foundation, and it is
the main source of our project and
program dollars. It is an amazing
feat, completed within a few hours,
as hundreds of county residents
arrive at Hovander Homestead
Park to choose from thousands of
plants, and then file out again with
wheelbarrows full of their choices.
Of course, the planting, potting and
identification of plants is done far
in advance. There are too many
individuals doing fantastic deeds
to name here, but I would like to
point out some who are already
preparing the way. Next month I
will highlight the hard working setup people and the leaders of Sale
Day activities.
Tomato plants and dahlias are
the two plants that generate the
greatest income at the sale. Judy
Boxx and David Simonson lead a
throng of volunteers each spring
to grow and transplant thousands

of tomato seedlings of many
types in the New Greenhouse at
Hovander.
Dahlias have been
waiting all winter to be separated,
labeled, and packaged, and this
is managed by Dick Porter. The
Old Greenhouse at Hovander
becomes the drop off and sorting
center from early spring to the sale.
You can also find pots of many
sizes there. Chris Hurst obtains
a huge pile of potting soil, used
by all to provide healthy starts for
those dug up, divided and donated
plants from gardens. Our largest
single donor of plant divisions
comes from the home of Karen
and Jerry Gilliam. The annual
potting of plants at their garden in
March is a fun spring event and
you learn perennial plant division
tips while you work.
The Plant Sale requires far more
than plants. Publicity, chaired by
Gloria Perez, makes sure signs and
reader boards and newspapers
provide the maximum notice of the
sale. Look in the March Leisure
Guide for our ad. Vendors come
to the sale to take advantage of
our crowds and they provide back

a fun area to browse for colorful
items and community information.
Sheila Reid has been the one to
round them up and herd them all
in. This year she will concentrate
on For-Profit Vendors and needs
someone to do the Non-Profit
Vendors.
We’ve come to the point now
when you are asked to step up
and join the fun. Call Kay or me
for information. Call one of the
Plant Sale Committee Chairs
to help them. We need as many
good plants as possible. Dig up,
divide and pot 10 or more plants
from your garden (a list of plants
we cannot sell will be sent to all in
March). Remember that we are all
remarkable gardeners and plant
enthusiasts, and everyone can
contribute something.
John Heywood’s 1546 collection
of phrases include the pertinent
“many hands make light work”
and “Rome wasn’t built in a day”.
My wishes for the Plant Sale are
“a good beginning makes a good
ending” and “all’s well that ends
well”!

Plant Sale volunteer job announcement
We have an opening on the Plant Sale Committee this year, managing
Vendor Booths for Non-Profit groups. This year we will divide the booth
responsibilities into Non-Profits and For-Profits. We need someone
to chair the Non-Profit booths part. Sheila Reid will continue to chair
the For-Profit booths. Booths at the sale offer community resource
information, fun and interesting products and contribute to a festival like
environment for our customers.
I have included an attachment describing the tasks involved. It sounds
like a fun and interesting activity. Sheila is an excellent resource to
learn from, and this is a good way to contribute to the sale.
Please give me an email response if you are interested. And don’t
worry about the snow...it is nearly spring!
Louise Granger

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Fruit Tree Grafting Clinic
Saturday, March 24, 2012
Winter has been somewhat kind to us this year with several (if not sunny) rain-free days! Many of you have
probably started pruning your home fruit trees. As you lop off those water sprouts, remember to save scion
wood for the Foundation’s annual Fruit Tree Grafting Clinic. The most common feedback we’ve had on
evaluation forms is the public would like a greater variety of scion wood – so, like so many MG endeavors,
the success of this class depends on you!
The Clinic is open to both Master Gardeners and the public. We hope you will attend and bring your friends
and neighbors to this rewarding event. Master Gardeners will earn three hours advanced education for
attendance. It is held at the Tenant Lake Interpretive Center in Ferndale from 9 am to 12 noon. Our expert
and entertaining ‘Master Grafters’ will review plant physiology, rootstock and fruit varieties. A demonstration
will follow of commonly used grafting techniques. Finally, attendees will select their own scion wood and
rootstock, and we will assist you in grafting your own tree to take home! Dwarf and mini-dwarf apple and pear
rootstock, and many different scion wood varieties will be available for a nominal fee.
There is much interest in Asian pears and heirloom apples, so please bring scions from any trees you may
have. Scion wood should be cut from a section of last year’s vegetative growth, up to 12” or so long and about
a pencil-width diameter. Seal the ends with paraffin or tree-seal, or place in a zip lock bag, and refrigerate.
The trick is to keep the wood from drying out and keep it dormant until it is grafted. Labeling as to variety is
critical.
Contact the Foundation office at 676-6736, ext 12 or Luana Schneider for more information.
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OPENINGS ON THE WHATCOM COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED BOARD
The Whatcom County Noxious Weed Board has two vacancies currently, and we are looking to fill those
voluntary positions. Our chairman, Ray Fann, is stepping down after generously volunteering for more than
30 years on both the Whatcom County and Washington State Weed Boards.
The Whatcom County Weed Board works with two full-time staff and promotes education of the public
concerning management of state and county listed invasive weeds such as tansy ragwort, knapweed, purple
loosestrife, and knotweed, and their impacts on natural resources. The Board consists of five voting members,
representing five different areas or districts of the county. The positions are voluntary, but members do receive
mileage reimbursement for travel to meetings. Board members are appointed to serve four-year terms by the
Whatcom County Council. Each appointee must reside in and represent one of five county districts and must
be a valid registered voter in Whatcom County. There may also be one nonvoting member (the chief county
extension agent or an extension agent appointed by the chief county extension agent).
The two open positions we currently have are for the following districts:
District No.3 - North Boundary is Henry, Aldergrove, and Hemmi Rds.; South Boundary follows Slater and
Bakerview Rds.; East and West Boundaries are the same as for Whatcom County.
District No. 4 - North Boundary follows Slater and Bakerview Rds.; South Boundary follows Galbraith Rd.
east to west through Hale Passage excluding Lummi Island; East and West Boundaries are the same as for
Whatcom County.
Think you might be interested? Please see below to contact Laurel Baldwin for more information. There is
an application form to fill out, and you’ll need to gather ten signatures from registered voters in your district.
We meet about every other month on the last Tuesday at the Whatcom County Northwest Annex on Smith
Road (near the soccer fields).

Laurel Baldwin
Weed Program Coordinator
Mailing Address:
322 N. Commercial St., Suite 110,
Bellingham WA 98225
Office: (360)715 -7470
Email: LBaldwin@co.whatcom.wa.us
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/
publicworks/weeds/index.jsp

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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How to take Better
(Garden) Photographs
by Doug Bascom

1.) IT’S NOT ABOUT THE BOX.
We all have great hopes that if we only had a bigger and fancier camera, we would take better
pictures. Cameras are simply boxes with buttons that record light. Most cameras, including
common “point and shoot” cameras (and even cell phones!) are capable of recording excellent
images. Get good with what you’ve got and only invest in more expensive gear when you are
able to fully utilize their features.
2.) WHEN THE LIGHT IS RIGHT.
While sunshine and bright blue skies certainly warm the soul
(especially here in moisture-rich Washington) they can often work
against creating the best images. Direct sun produces a harsh
and un-flattering light and our cameras - try though they might
- are simply unable to record details in both bright and shadow
areas as well as your eyes. Try photographing on cloudy days or
during the ‘edges’ of the day (early morning or late afternoon)
for better photographs.
3.) LIKE A ROCK.
Consider a sturdy tripod for sharper images and better compositions. Tripods force you to slow
down (a good thing) so that you can deliberately frame your images and will stop camera
movement (a bad thing) to increase the sharpness of your photos. This is
especially important when you seek to enlarge your prized pics in order to
Razzle and Dazzle your friends!
4.) IT’S NOT OVER - UNTIL IT’S OVER.
There are many computer software programs available that provide you
with the tools to enhance your photographs after you have taken them.
They allow for you to adjust exposure, contrast, color saturation, etc.,
in
your images to bring out the best photographs. There are also on-line tutorials as well as classes
available to learn how to fully use these programs.
Most importantly, grab your camera and get out and play in your Garden. There is a wealth of color,
details and amazing designs that await!

Doug Bascom is a Master Gardener (2009)
and Professional photographer who loves
photographing the natural world. You may view his
website at: www.dbascomphoto.com
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The Children’s Story Garden, at Hovander Homestead Park, is a place for kids and adults to garden
and grow together. Learn to plant, maintain, and harvest this whimsical garden, April – October.
The Whatcom County Master Gardener Program is offering Free Programs, a Fee-Based Program
called Veggie Patrol, and Wednesday Visits for special groups.
The first of the Free Programs, the Family Activity Table, will be held on Saturday, May 12, 9:00 a.m.
– 2:00 p.m. at Hovander Park, as a part of the annual Master Gardener Plant Sale. Children will
delight in making a gift for Mothers’ Day.
The Fee-Based Program, Veggie Patrol, is a summer long program beginning on Saturday, April
14. With the help of Master Gardeners, children (ages 4-8) and parents will meet to plant, maintain,
and harvest vegetables in the Children’s Story Garden. In addition, there will be special lessons on
topics such as composting and making worm bins, miniature gardens, beneficial bugs, and art in
the garden. For more information and to register see http://whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener/csg
Enrollment limited.
Special arrangements can be made for groups such as schools, 4-H groups, and home schoolers
to meet on Wednesday morning.
For additional information:
ChildrensStoryGarden@yahoo.com
(360) 676-6736, ext 12

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener/csg

7

Garden Spot Book Sale Event for Master
Gardener Program a Big Success!
By Zapote

Gregory, or “Z” MG class 2011

Marcy Plattner, owner of the Garden Spot, and fellow Master Gardeners
sponsored a “Used and Treasured Garden Book Sale” the entire month of
January, 2012 to benefit the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program.
The Garden Spot sold over 150 books and raised $348! We are so
grateful to Marcy and her wonderful staff who enthusiastically helped
out with the sale of donated books-making beautiful signs, displaying,
donations, and selling books. Thank you Marcy Plattner, Nancy Elvevak,
Ed Keller, Debra Olberg, Ginger Smith, Dave Stone, and Kim Swanson
for your amazing support!
Also, a big thank you to the following people who donated books.
Marcy Plattner, Gloria Perez, Martha Greenstone, Barb DeFreytas, Andi
Elliott, Carol Orr, John Van Miert, Marge Craig, James Berg, Joy English,
Barb Schmit, Carol Ericsson, Linda Cowan, Carol Torgenson, Barb Curry,
Susan Hirst, Marilyn Johnson, Harriet Arkley, Dick McClure, Z Gregory,
Hal & Helen Glidden, Strea Froberg, Luanne Schnieder, Lore Sutherland,
Janet Bieber, Dianne Havekost & Paul Busse.
We appreciate all of you who contributed so many wonderful, unusual, and
specialty garden books in January-your generosity is so appreciated!

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736
mg.whatcom@wsu.edu
The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please submit
typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle (ckahle@
wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to edit for space
considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.

Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Chair
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