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UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE
I think I see the sun and it plans on staying around
for awhile. So, let’s say that SPRING has sprung
and we can get busy on our gardens.

CALENDAR

Not only is the weather cooperating, but the office
is getting busy. More questions are coming into
the Master Gardener’s desk, and there are many
opportunities to take part in community events.
Of course the biggest event that Master Gardeners
hold is their annual Plant Sale at Hovander
Homestead Park. This is the Saturday before
Mother’s Day, so mark Saturday, May 12, on your
calendar as a day to help at the sale or just to
come out and purchase something.
So, since the sun is shining and things need to be
done outside, I will let you go.
Till next month
Cheryl Kahle

Volunteer jobs available at WSU Extension Office
CLINIC!!—We need the clinic to be staffed at least 2 days a week. 2-3 hours is the ideal shift. Answering phone calls,
emails, following up with clients.
General Office help --Organize our library resources for clients and volunteers, Update our calendar of Events for our
website and community outreach, Prep for the Farmer’s Market Season, etc
Are you a Facebook user?? We are in need of a volunteer to maintain our MG Facebook page. This is another great tool to
connect with the community.
Community First Garden Project (CFG) team members—help develop resource kits, update our website, do presentations
to local groups, become a garden mentor, teach a mini workshop maintain our CFG facebook page, understand and be
able to communicate the WSU Whatcom County Extension role in the community garden projects.
WSU MGs have developed a partnership with the Bellingham Foodbank’s Garden Project, for the coming growing
season. We are seeking two newsletter writers. Contact Beth for more information.
Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES
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TIME TO DIG OR HOW A PLANT SALE GROWS AND BLOOMS
MASTER GARDENER PLANT SALE
BY LOUISE GRANGER

It is hard to think about digging right
now when snow is coating the low
foothills. It isn’t even close to May!
This is tax season, birthday season,
wedding, graduation and vacation
planning season, lambing, calving,
and chick hatching season. How
can it possibly be time to divide
perennials barely peeking up from
the ground, wet and bedraggled?
But this is the time. This is the
prime time to pot up perennials for
the Master Gardener Foundation
Plant Sale. Reminder: The Sale
Set-up date is Friday, May 11,
8:30am-noon. The Plant Sale
date is Saturday, May 12, 9am2pm.
Here are some suggestions for
potting up the best looking plants
and making the Plant Sale a big
success:
• Start early!
The divided,
transplanted, bedraggled starts
need an optimal 6 weeks to
put down new roots and to look
presentable.
• Use good soil. A big pile of
soil-mix is available at the Old
Greenhouse at Hovander Park.
You can bring clumps to divide
and pot right there. A potting
bench, pots, labels and tools are
there to use. Or, you can fill pots
with soil to take home.
• Use 6” (gallon) pots. Square pots
are best (for packing reasons),
but round is fine. A selection of
sizes is available under the trees
at the Old Greenhouse.
• Volunteers will be at the Old
Greenhouse on Wednesdays
from 9am–noon to divide and
pot plant donations.
• Check and double check that
your plants are NOT on an
invasive plant list. We cannot sell
them. Use this website: http://
agr.wa.gov/FP/Pubs/docs/001BrochureProhibitedPlants.pdf or
this: http://www.whatcomcounty.
us/publicworks/weeds/pdf/
2008quarantinelist.pdf. There
are also some agricultural plants
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

we cannot sell: blueberries and
grapes.
• Identify your plants. This is very
important for volunteers working
on the Sale and for our public.
We place plants in sections AZ using their botanical names.
Check Sunset Garden Book or
the internet.
• Few customers want any single
yellow or orange daylilies, ladies
mantle, un-named iris and blue
flags. Popular plants are Astilbe,
Dogwoods
(especially
red
twig), Japanese and paper bark
maple, Hydrangea, apple trees
left over from the grafting clinic,
Echinacea, Delphinium, Hostas,
Hellebores and any native plants
from your garden.
At Hovander, the week before the
Plant Sale people are busy laying
out the locations of the entry, the
plant areas, the checking and
cashier areas, the fence lines etc,
etc. It is all well planned from years
past by Alden Sievers and John
Dewing. This year Paul Busse and
Ralph Ripple are learning the ropes
from them.
On Friday, May 11, volunteers and
trucks begin transporting plants
from holding areas to Hovander.
Traffic control and patience is
needed to help volunteers unload
trucks and place plants in their
proper place. This is where Linda
Bergquist as Lead Table Manager
and volunteers place plants in
alphabetized areas.
Although pricing is a continuous
process, Karen Gilliam and
volunteers continue placing price
labels into pots. The Children’s
booth is set up and it is the most
friendly and bright place to see.
Vendor booth spacing and numbers
are outlined. A big lunch organized
by Sandy Bowens comes just in
time to restore us after a very busy
morning.

Then the big Saturday comes.
Dac Jamison and Dawn LaTurco
organize the parking. Those who
witnessed the muddy fields and
changing conditions last year know
that this is a key part of the Sale
for everyone. The Sale Begins at
9:00am!!! As people enter the Sale,
an Information Booth sits front and
center where Janet Bieber and
crew provide Master Gardener
program information and answer
plant, disease or pest questions.
Table Managers, our key customer
contacts, answer questions about
specific plants in their areas.
Having a good resource like Sunset
Garden Book really helps find sun,
soil, and size requirements.
Mary Etta Foster is the lead
Checker. Checkers are responsible
for pulling out the yellow price tags
from each plant, adding them up
and handing the customer their
list of plant prices. Pat Edwards
organizes the cashiers who total
the plant prices and receive the
customer’s payment. Peg Nathon
is the Lead for Loading. In this
area customers can pick up their
purchases with their car, or a Boy
Scout helps take plants to their car.
Whew!
It is a wonderful dance and a
memorable event each year, and
we need this event to fund the
Master Gardener programs. We
encourage Master Gardeners to
come play a large or small part.
We need people now (potting your
plants), at set up, at the Sale, and
afterwards for clean up. Please call
us if you are new, have questions,
have special skills or just don’t
know how to help. Meanwhile, get
out your shovels, dig a few plants
every day. Bring them down to
Hovander on Wednesdays.
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Not just for fruit trees

WSU helps growers graft vegetables to fight fungus
By Bob Hoffmann, College of Agricultural, Human and Natural Resource Sciences
PULLMAN, Wash. - Verticillium wilt is a nationwide scourge, and with the impending phase-out of its
nemesis, methyl bromide fumigation, Pacific Northwest growers need new weapons and techniques to fight
this crop-busting fungus.
One new technique comes in the form of a centuries-old Asian practice: vegetable grafting. A team lead by
Carol Miles at the WSU Northwestern Washington
Research and Extension Center in Mount Vernon is
helping watermelon, eggplant and tomato growers fight
the wilts with this time-tested technique modernized for
today’s growers.
While some plants, such as bottle gourd, are not
economically significant in their own right, growers
admire their resistance to verticillium wilt. Miles found
that this desirable resistance could be transferred to
watermelon plants by grafting watermelon scion (a
twig containing the buds that later become fruits or
vegetables) onto bottle gourd rootstock.
“Vegetable grafting,” said Miles, “is a simple, biological
method for achieving disease resistance.”
Miles and her colleagues have created a Web page,
http://vegetables.wsu.edu/graftingVegetables.html,
with publications, animated presentations and additional
resources to guide growers in the use of this method.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Project:

Hovander “New Greenhouse” Demonstration Project

Date:

May – September 2012

Duties:

a) Assist with plant and greenhouse management
b) Guide visitors through greenhouse

Time Commitment: Flexible schedule, typically 3 hours per week
Note: Convenient for Ferndale MG’s. A fun project with opportunities to learn undercover plant care.

Contact:

4

Arlene Dangelmaier (Please call the Extension Office fro Arlene’s contact info)
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2012 WHATCOM COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED LIST
Changes to 2012 Whatcom County Weed List:
Three new species have been added to the 2012 Whatcom County Noxious Weed List. Two weeds,
Tree of Heaven and Japanese Eelgrass, have been added to the Class “C” list. Oriental clematis
has been added to the Class “A” list.
For information on the various classes of weeds, see the Weed Classification page, http://www.
co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds/classification.jsp.
The Noxious Weed List is updated annually and is provided here in Adobe Acrobat portable document
format (PDF). You will need the Acrobat Reader installed on your computer, available free from
Adobe, http://www.adobe.com/products/reader.html.

Whatcom County Noxious Weed List 2012
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds/pdf/foldlist12.pdf
On the county weed list, noxious weeds identified with an asterisk (*) receive the highest priority for
education, surveying and enforcement activities by the Whatcom County Noxious Weed Board.

Prohibited Plant List
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds/pdf/2008quarantinelist.pdf
The Prohibited Plant List contains the names of those plants for which it is illegal to transport, buy,
sell, offer for sale, intentionally transplant or distribute plants or any plant parts within the state of
Washington.

Laurel Baldwin
Weed Program Coordinator
Mailing Address:
322 N. Commercial St., Suite 110,
Bellingham WA 98225
Office: (360)715 -7470
Email: LBaldwin@co.whatcom.wa.us
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/
publicworks/weeds/index.jsp

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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2012 Native Plant Walks
by Ken Salzman
Join our fun, informal walks and get familiar with plants native to Whatcom County. Sponsored
by Bellingham Parks and Recreation and the Koma Kulshan Chapter of the Washington Native
Plant Society, these introductory plant identification walks feature an easy pace and will each last
a couple of hours. The walks will focus on a variety of habitats, with your expert guide introducing
you to common trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants native to our area. Tidbits on ethnobotany,
wildlife use, gardening with natives, and other interesting plant related facts will be shared. People
of all ages and experience levels are welcome. Dress for the weather and wear comfortable walking
shoes that may get wet. Each walk stands alone, or attend them all to get a free mini-course on plant
identification. For more information contact: Vikki Jackson, via email at vikki@nwecological.com.
WONDERFUL NATIVE PLANTS
Squires Lake is a wonderful place to experience a wide range of native plants. Members of the
Washington Native Plant Society will lead you along this beautiful trial and introduce you to many
common native plants. There is a moderate elevation gain on this trail.
Day/Date:
Sunday, April 15
Time: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location:
Squires Lake. Meet in the parking lot for Squires Lake Park on Old Highway 99
(reached from Nulle Rd., I-5 exit 242).
NATIVE PLANTS AND WILDLIFE, HOW THEY WORK TOGETHER
Join us for a walk through the Stimpson Reserve to learn about the fascinating connections between
or native flora and wildlife. The walk is about a 3 mile wander past wetlands, mature forest and
riparian habitats.
Day/Date: Sunday, April 29
Time:
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location: Stimpson Reserve. Meet in the parking area for Stimpson Reserve on Lake Louise Rd.
NATIVE PLANTS THAT CAN WORK IN YOUR LANDSCAPE
Enjoy an evening walk investigating and learning about native plants and which ones work well in
the landscape.
Day/Date:
Location:

Wednesday, May 9
Time:
6:00 p.m. to dusk
Lake Padden (west end). Meet at the west Lake Padden Parking area (near tennis courts).

BACKYARD HABITAT FAIR PADDEN LAGOON WALK
Join WNPS at the Backyard Habitat Fair. We will walk from the fair area down the City Greenways
trails around Padden Creek to see a variety of fun native plants. Make sure to stop at the fair before
the walk to purchase some native plants.
Day/Date:
Location:

Saturday, May 19
Time: 1-3 p.m.
Fairhaven Green. Meet at the stage at the Fairhaven Village Green in Fairhaven.

ETHNOBOTANY ALONG THE TRAIL
Enjoy a walk through along the restored riparian areas along Whatcom Creek and learn about the
cultural uses, names and other cool ethnobotany facts about our native plants along the way. A fun
and different way to view the park.
Day/Date: Wednesday, May 30
Time: 6:00 p.m. to dusk
Location: Maritime Heritage Park. Meet at the Environmental Learning Center on Holly Street in
Downtown Bellingham
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