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Whatcom County Master Gardeners

Weeder’s Digest
UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE
Summer is playing hide and seek with us this year. But it
has been a great year for vegetation to grow. It seems
that we can mow the lawn on Monday and then we look
again on Wednesday and need to do it all over again. My
big job this year has been taking care of morning glory
and nightshade. Both easy to pull, but to ﬁﬁnd
nd the main
root to pull it out is almost impossible.

CALENDAR

The ofﬁ
ofﬁce
ce has been busy, and thank you for the Veterans
working with the new trainees. We have been able to
answer the publics concern in a timely manner.
Are you interested in being on the Master Gardener
Foundation Board? If you are, please let one of this
year’s Board members know of your interest, and they
will let the nominating committee know of your interest.
September 13-15 is the State MG Conference held at
the TRAC Center in Pasco, Washington, in September.
Three days of fun and learning opportunities awaiting
your selection at www.regonline.com/MGF2012Bounty
If you know of someone who is interested in taking the
Master Gardener course in 2013, this is the time to get
the information out to them. Beth has been busy getting
the information together and it will soon be up on the
webpage. They can keep checking at www.whatcom.
wsu.edu .
Till next month
Cheryl Kahle
676-6736 ext 8
1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please
submit typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle
(ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Ofﬁce. Editor reserves the right to
edit for space considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.
Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Director

Nominations Needed
We need nominations now to be received by August
31 for our two annual awards to be given out at our
annual awards/graduation potluck. The awards are
the Broken Shovel Award and the John Van Miert
Master Gardener of the Year Award. Please submit
nominations to any board member. The ﬁnalist will
be chosen by a panel of the past recipients from
previous years.
The past winners of the John Van Miert award are:
John Van Miert
Karen Gilliam
David Simonson
Jill Cotton
Chris Hurst
Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley
Diane Rapoza
Linda Bergquist
Dick Steele
Dick Porter

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.

FOUNDATION NOTES

Annual Master Gardener Foundation Picnic
The Master Gardener Foundation annual potluck picnic will be Thursday, August
9, at the Hovander picnic shelter to start at 6:00 p.m. The Foundation will provide
coffee, tea, lemonade, glasses, paper plates and cutlery.
YOU will need to bring any other personal beverage (No alcohol please) and a food
dish to share. Please also bring along family, friends, and thoughts to share.
It is also a great time to stroll around all the great gardens your fellow Master
Gardeners have been working hard on.
Rain or shine! See you then.
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whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener

3

Help Wanted: People willing to share their skills!
Are you looking for a fun place to both share your experience and skills and help build community?
Consider helping out at the Transition Whatcom Skillshare Faire.
The Whatcom SkillShare Faire is a fun festival about teaching and learning all kinds of useful,
handy, and practical skills. Years ago, lots of people knew how to repair and sharpen tools, make a
braided rug, raise chickens, make soap, build a fence, make simple toys, and much more. The goal
of SkillShare is to help revive those skills, showcase some new ones, and provide a place where all
of us can come learn from people more experienced in these crafts and trades. The event will take
place on Saturday, September 22, at the Deming Logging Grounds near Bellingham, WA. Check
out the website: http://whatcomskillsharefaire.org/
Master Gardeners have a wealth of knowledge, such as: how to extend the seasons in your veggie
garden, waterwise and sustainable gardening, propagating healthy plants, and much much more.
I’ve been working with the Faire organization team, and there will be several tents where WSU
programs can share their skills.
Let me know if you want to be part of this community effort! Joyce Jimerson, joycej@wsu.edu.

Paciﬁc Northwest Moths
I was reading the Bellingham Herald this morning on right on the front page was this story about a
great new website that will be of interest to Master Gardeners. Lars Crabo, a Bellingham radiologist,
has been working on a website dedicated to Paciﬁc Northwest Moths.
The website is the product of a three-year regional collaboration that included Western Washington
University’s Merrill Peterson, a professor of biology; Bellingham radiologist and moth expert Lars
Crabo; Richard Zack at Washington State University’s M.T. James Entomological Collection; Jon
Shepard and Paul Hammond, with the Oregon State Arthropod Collection at Oregon State University;
and scientists at the University of Idaho, Canadian National Collection, Oregon Department of
Agriculture, and Washington Department of Agriculture.
Learn more about moths, and National Moth Week (which runs through Sunday, July 29), online at
nationalmothweek.org. The Paciﬁc Northwest Moths website is at http://pnwmoths.biol.wwu.edu/
Read more here: http://www.bellinghamherald.com/2012/07/27/2618128/wwu-bellingham-collectorhelp.html#storylink=cpy
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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www.whatcomcounty.us/publicworks/weeds

322 N. Commercial St., Suite 110
Bellingham WA 98225
Ph: 360-715-7470

Whatcom County Noxious Weed Board

INSTRUCTIONS for entering your MG hours!
You can bookmark the site and save these instructions.
How Volunteers Add Hours
1. Log on to http://ext.wsu.edu/Volunteers/logon.aspx
2. Log on with your WSU Volunteer System user name and password.
(if you are a new MG trainee your USER NAME = email address, and PASSWORD=
password!)
3. Select “Volunteers”
4. Click “Enter Activity” Select the appropriate information from each of the dropdown lists.
5. Select the date and hours on which the activity occurred. You may have to use the navigation arrows
on the calendar to get to the correct month. You can enter multiple activities for the same day.
However, each activity must have a different start and end time.
6. Master Gardener volunteers may enter demographic contact information (gender and race). If there
were no contacts, leave the boxes blank.
7. Click “Save”
After you save a record, there will be a message at the top of the page to indicate that the record was saved.
At this point you may choose another menu item on the left, “logout”, or “add a new record”. If you add a
new record, simply change the information needed to reﬂect the new activity. You may click the “Clear the
Form”button to start with a blank record.
Why Do Volunteers Need to Report Hours in This System?
We at WSU Extension could not have an educational impact in local communities without the work done by
volunteers. For this we thank you very much! Both WSU and the State of Washington look after the well-being of volunteers by requiring workers’ compensation insurance for every volunteer. This pays for medical
treatment in the event that you are injured while working as a volunteer.
Washington State law requires that all volunteers working in support of WSU programs are covered by worker compensation insurance. The Washington
State Department of Labor and Industry uses the dates and number of hours that volunteers work to determine the amount of insurance that must
be purchased to adequately cover our volunteers. To be in compliance with State Law, WSU Extension has developed an online tool to facilitate
collection and analysis of volunteer contributions. The system will be sequentially launched to each WSU Extension volunteer-based program.

2012 Master Gardener Advanced-Education Conference
Registration is now open for the 2012 WSU Master Gardener
Advanced-Education Conference that will be held at the TRAC
Center in Pasco, Washington in September. We have three
days of fun and learning opportunities awaiting your selection at
www.regonline.com/MGF2012Bounty. The tours will be held on
Wednesday, September 12, with the educational portion of the
conference following on September 13-15, 2012.
There will be many seminars and three great speakers lined
up. Prepare to be encouraged, empowered, entertained and
educated. Don’t miss this chance to rekindle friendships and
make new ones. Master Gardeners from across our state share
a love of gardening and like nothing better than to meet others
who enjoy the same thing.
So get started! Log on to www.regonline.com/MGF2012Bounty
to see what’s in store for you in September.

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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