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UPDATE FROM THE OFFICE
Please we do not need to get all of our rain that we missed
during the summer in the first few weeks of fall, but I have
a feeling that we will have a wet fall and winter coming.
In fact The Farmers Almanac say the same thing. Here is
what the National Weather Service has to say.

CALENDAR

The end of 2012 could bring another El Nino winter to the
Pacific Northwest.
In an analysis released, forecasters with the National
Weather Service observed ocean surface temperatures
warming in the Pacific, indicating the beginnings of El
Nino.
In Western Washington, that could result in a warmer
and drier-than-normal fall and winter in the lowlands, with
snow in the mountains through December.
Forecast models indicate El Nino will be weak to moderate
from now through October and last through the end of
2012.
El Nino will then remain quiet through mid to late March
before the rains return to the lowlands and the snow to
the mountains.
The last El Nino winter in the Pacific Northwest was in
2009-2010. Sea surface temperatures warming in the
central tropical Pacific Ocean is usually the first sign of
El Nino.
What does this tell us, really nothing more than we can
expect rain.
Till next month.
Cheryl Kahle
676-6736 ext 8

1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360.676.6736

The Weeder’s Digest is the monthly newsletter of the Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please
submit typewritten articles by the 15th of each month to Cheryl Kahle
(ckahle@wsu.edu) at the Extension Office. Editor reserves the right to
edit for space considerations, grammar, spelling and syntax.
Drew Betz
Whatcom County Extension Director

Cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S. Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.
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Bugs & Blights
Sharon J. Collman | WSU Snohomish County Extension
Graft incompatibility
occurs when the scion and rootstock, or branch, grow at diﬀerent rates.
The result is usually swelling at the point above or below the graft union.
Some suggested causes include growing at diﬀerent times, diﬀerent growth
rates, injury during grafting, or a slowing of nutrients that give cells extra
nutrition for extra growth. This is commonly seen on apple and cherry
trees and may contribute to their declining vigor. The link below is to an
interesting powerpoint tutorial on grafting and cause of problems.
www.uvm.edu/~mstarret/plantprop/chapter12.pps

Columbine sawfly, Pristophora aquilegiae
This is a fairly new pest to Washington. It was first introduced to the U.S. in New York in 1985 and was found in
Maine in 1988. This European import can defoliate and weaken columbines. Look for tattered leaf edges, or dangling
bits of leaf. The tiny green caterpillars lie along the eaten edge of the leaf or with the tail end curled around the edge
of the leaf. The sawfly larvae quickly eat all leafy tissue, leaving only the 3 petioles of the leaflets. This year the first
generation appeared in May in Seattle, and the young larvae of the second generation were munching again by June 8.
Handpicking, or just squishing, is tedious and it is unlikely to be successful unless you only have one or two plants and
are vigilant through the summer. These caterpillars are not moth larvae but rather the larvae of a sawfly which looks
like a little shiny black fly. Because they are not lepidopterous, Baccillus thuringiensis (Bt), is not eﬀective. There are
reported to be one to as many as five generations in a season. So far, I count three generations in my garden by the end
of July. Most general pesticides with columbine on the label should control them if they are numerous. Plants seem
to continue to put out new leaves and grow. Ignoring them only works if their numbers are low.
http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/pi/pestsurvey/pestinfo/cs.pdf
Sapsucker damage (Sphyrapicus spp.) consists of fairly straight rows of
small holes in the bark of many kinds of trees. These are caused by a medium,
and quite beautiful, bird with black and white markings on the head and wings.
and a bright red head. The damage causes sap to leak out where the sapsucker
can feast on the sap or the small insects attracted to sap. Trees seem to thrive
despite the holes. A new publication on sapsucker damage with photos is at
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS057E/FS057E.pdf

whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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Winter Landscape
It is with the onset of winter that the basic structure, or “bones” of a garden are revealed. The loss of
leaves from deciduous trees and shrubs and the dying back of flowering plants, open up the look of
the garden in a new way. It is at this time of year that the shape of individual trees and shrubs and the
color of leafless plants and evergreens take on new interest. Planning for winter gardens is an exciting
prospect in the Pacific Northwest where tolerant winter weather supports a wide variety of plants.
Early winter is an ideal time to look carefully at how the lines in your garden reflect the look you want
to create and the plants you want to enjoy. Formal gardens tend to be designed with straight lines and
angles. Informal gardens tend to be designed with curves and soft outlines. Regardless of which style
a gardener prefers, winter enhances the lines that divide lawn from flowerbeds and shrubs. Re-cutting
existing edges, cutting new borders and redefining edges, as well as rearranging smaller plantings and
generally redesigning dull or uninteresting areas of the garden is especially rewarding now. Start with
defining the edges in your garden and selecting areas where you want to emphasize winter interest.
Early winter is also an excellent time to pant shrubs and trees. At the time that dull and uninteresting
areas reveal themselves, the gardener can begin the creative process of garden design. Shrubs, trees
and perennials that will contribute to an exciting winter garden come in endless shapes and sizes.
When an area needs redesigning, two basic questions need to be answered: first, what is the size of
the plants that the area will need and what shapes will most enhance the area? Start with plants that
will grow to an appropriate size as they mature. Check carefully when selecting so that a plant’s final
size is clearly in your mind when you buy. The shape of the plant can be tall and cylindrical or short
and round or rectangular or free flowing depending on the area, but it must fit well in the space.
Cascading shapes, zigzagging limbs and contorted branches are wonderful selections for deciduous
plants because their unique forms show up in winter. When their leaves are gone and the garden
is dormant, these plants add visual excitement. Some suggestions for wonderful plant shapes that
are literally contorted include: contorted mulberry (M. bombycis ‘Unryu’) which grows to 25 feet,
contorted robinia (Robinia pseudoacacia “Tortuosa”) which grows between 10 and 15 feet or Harry
Lauder’s Walking Stick (Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’) which grows to under 10 feet. Other contorted
varieties become available every year and local nurseries are generally a very good source of the
newest specimens.
Evergreens come in wonderful shapes and colors that include shades of blue, lime green, gold,
variegated and deep green. The shiny leaves of some broad-leaf evergreens take on a reddish hue in
winter. Leucothoe ‘Scarletta’, Japanese andromeda and PJM rhododendron are three examples. In
addition to their color, evergreens offer a wide variety of sizes. Dozens of conifers can be found that
are small and compact or large, conical and free-flowing (like Cedrus deodara) or Picea pungens
‘Glauca’ which is dense and forms a perfect pyramid.
There is a wealth of shapes, sizes and colors to choose from that will enhance a winter landscape. A
combination of deciduous plants, broad-leaf plants and confers will provide years of beauty in the
winter season and early winter is an excellent time to plant.
Rewrtitten from Skagit County Master Gardeners, “Ask the Master Gardener” Series
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Winter Weed Control
Now that the 2012 gardening year is over, it is time to review last year and decide what might be
improved upon in 2012. If you decide you have spent entirely too much time pulling weeds, now is
the time to plan some new strategies in the war on weeds.
Now is not the time to sit back in your easy chair and dream of a beautiful weed free garden. Those
pesky weeds are out there growing and producing enough seeds to keep us busy for ten lifetimes. Our
wonderful, mild, Northwest winters are perfect for pests such as chickweed and annual blue grass to
bloom and go to seed all winter long. Do not allow them to go to seed. Wet winter conditions makes
it easier to get weed roots out of the ground, but if time is a factor, cut off weed tops and put them in
the green recycle bin or bury them deep. Do not compost weeds that are going to seed.
Another method for cutting down on weed problems is to mulch. This smothers tiny weeds and
their germinating seeds. There are a variety of materials that can be used for mulching. Some of the
most common are: aged wood chips (good for mulching around trees and larger ornamental shrubs),
shredded leaves, and well dried grass clippings.
Paper is also an effective mulch. Black and white shredded newspaper or white computer paper,
and corrugated cardboard all make excellent ground cover to discourage weeds. Probably the bestlooking mulch is finished compost. It has a fine texture and looks nice around perennials and small
shrubs. It also boosts the soil tilth in your garden.
When using mulch, there are a few things to remember. Apply mulches deep enough to be of benefit.
Fine-textured mulches should be spread one half to one inch deep, while coarser mulches such as
bark or wood shavings can be applied thicker (one to six inches deep depending on the size of the
particles). One more reminder, do not pile mulch up against tree or shrub trunks and spread a very
thin layer of mulch over the root zone of shallow rooted plants such as rhododendron and azaleas.
Good tools are essential to keep weeds at bay. There is no substitute for a good hoe to control weeds.
Your hoe should be strong, one whose head is a single-forged piece. You may pay a little more, but a
good hoe will last for years. Many good tools for weed annihilation are on the market. You may like
to get down and personal with the weeds, so you may prefer to use a short-handled tool such as a hori
hori knife or a narrow bladed trowel and a claw. But if you have a back problem or just don’t want
to get on your knees, there are tools available such as the stand-up weeder, the back-saver weeder, or
the foot-powered weeder. Whatever your choice to fight the battle, remember to clean and sharpen
tool blades and keep rust off with a thin coating of oil.
There are also chemicals that are effective in some situations, but care must be taken to avoid
spraying things you do not intend to kill. Applying herbicides with a paintbrush in close quarters will
work. However, herbicides are not so effective in cool temperatures. Best to leave that strategy until
spring.
One final thought: don’t give up. If you are starting to feel as though you are losing the battle, consider this: a study conducted by a Cooperative Extension agent in Albany, N.Y. found that keeping
weeds under control just one month longer made a big difference. So get out there and fight! Fight!
Fight!
Rewrtitten from Skagit County Master Gardeners, “Ask the Master Gardener” Series
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
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What’s New: Proposed changes to the
2013 Washington State noxious weed list
The Washington State noxious weed list is updated every year and this year this will me at their regular board
on Wednesday, November 7 in Yakima. The votes will take place after the Board has considered testimony
received at the public hearing, which will be held on Tuesday, November 6 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the
Washington State Department of Agriculture Building in Yakima, located at 21 North First Avenue Yakima,
WA 98902. The changes can be to add or remove species, change the class of a listed noxious weed, or to
change the designated area in which control is required for a Class B noxious weed.
The Proposals are: (you may read more about each one at http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/whatsNew.html)
Proposal to add French broom, Genista monspessulana, as a Class A noxious weed.
French broom is a non-native shrub in the legume (Fabaceae) family that typically
grows to less than 10 feet tall and has yellow flowers. French broom is a noxious weed
in Oregon and California and only one escaped population is known in Washington
by the Montlake Cut in Seattle, Washington. A Class A noxious weed listing requires
eradication of French broom by all landowners; however, distribution of this nonnative invasive species is extremely limited at this time, and the only known population
is being actively controlled.
Proposal to add tall hawkweed, Hieracium piloselloides, as a Class B noxious
weed. Tall hawkweed is a non-native, perennial plant that has been found
growing in Washington State. Presently, it appears to have limited distribution
in Washington although more populations may exist due to the difficulty of
differentiating between Hieracium species. Hieracium species in general can be
fast growers, invading a variety of habitats, and outcompete native and desirable
plants. As a Class B noxious weed, control would be required by the WSNWCB
in designated areas of the state, though county weed boards have the option of
requiring landowners to control it in areas that state does not designate it for
control.
Proposal to add common teasel, Dipsacus fullonum, as a Class C noxious weed.
Common teasel is a monocarpic herbaceous plant that has been a common weed
of roadsides and other disturbed areas and recently has begun to invade valuable
agricultural lands in Washington. Due to the present management practice of mowing,
common teasel seedheads that contain viable seed are being spread widely along
roadways and into various habitats. Listing common teasel as a Class C noxious weed
will allow county noxious weed control boards the option of selecting this plant for
mandatory control at the local level and provide education and management on proper
control methods to protect agricultural lands and native plant communities.
Proposal to add common barberry, Berberis vulgaris, as a Class C noxious
weed. Common barberry is an alternate host for stem rust (Puccinia graminis),
which affects small grain cereals, such as wheat, barley and oats. Stem rust is
one of the most important diseases of wheat, and it has limited wheat production
in many parts of the world. Wheat is an important crop in Washington and with
the recent occurrence of the stem rust here, this listing will allow wheat-growing
regions to require control of the plant at the local level as deemed necessary
and promote public awareness and education about the importance of common
barberry control. Find more information at the WSU CAHNRS and Extension
Research website on stem rust and barberry in the Pacific Northwest, (http://
cahnrs-cms.wsu.edu/PNWstemrust/Pages/default.aspx).
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Proposal to amend current listing of Japanese eelgrass, Zostera japonica, to make it a Class C everywhere
(rather than limiting to commercially managed shellfish beds only as presently listed). The WSNWCB’s
advisory committee has recommended that this proposal not be adopted at this time, due to lack of new
scientific data. However, the WSNWCB recognizes the importance of including the proposal at the hearing to
allow the public the opportunity to provide testimony.
Proposal to change Austrian fieldcress, Rorippa austriaca, from a Class B noxious
weed to a Class C noxious weed.
Proposal to change blackgrass, Alopecurus myosuroides, from a
Class B noxious weed to a Class C noxious weed.
Proposal to change common catsear, Hypochaeris radicata, from a Class B to a Class
C noxious weed.
Proposal to change polar hawkweed, Hieracium atratum, from a
Class B noxious weed to a Class C noxious weed.
Proposal to change lawnweed, Soliva sessilis, from a Class B noxious weed to a Class
C noxious weed.
Proposal to change lepyrodiclis, Lepyrodiclis holosteoides, from a
Class B noxious weed to a Class C noxious weed.

Proposal to change longspine sandbur, Cenchrus longispinus, from a Class B noxious
weed to a Class C noxious weed.
Proposal to change oxeye daisy, Leucanthemum vulgare, from a Class B noxious
weed to a Class C noxious weed.
Proposal to change perennial sowthistle, Sonchus arvensis ssp.
arvensis from a Class B noxious weed to a Class C noxious
weed.
Proposal to change Swainsonpea, Sphaerophysa salsula, from a Class B noxious
weed to a Class C noxious weed.
Proposal to change wild carrot, Daucus carota (except where
commercially grown), from a Class B noxious weed to a Class C
noxious weed.
Any proposed changes that are approved by the State Noxious Weed Board at their regular board meeting on
November 7 will take effect beginning January 1, 2013.
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