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From the
Coordinator’s
Desk...
Hello Master Gardeners,
Happy Spring!! Gosh, we are bursting at the seams with
things to do. The opportunities seem endless. I have so
many community requests for master gardener educators
to help with school and community projects. You all have
such a good reputation; you make my job easy. My role
is to connect you to those opportunities and give you the
tools to deliver fun, informative and meaningful education
to our County. Take a look at the list of new opportunities
in this newsletter to see how they fit with some of our
perennial projects.
The 2013 class is going really well. The group is excited to
help at our annual plant sale and they are full of ideas and
energy. Our new Community Horticulture webpage is still
under construction but is up and running. I want master
gardeners to check it out and provide feedback. Our goal
is to continue to broaden our influence in our community.
Master Gardener projects are a key component to that.
Quick reminder: As projects and activities get into full
swing, please be considerate of WSU Extension office
staff. Vincent and Cheryl are available to assist master
gardeners, but it’s best to call first and schedule a time
to meet. They handle multiple requests from all of our
core programs (4H, AG, Water Resources, Strengthening
Families, Community Horticulture). If you have questions,
large or small, please feel free to email me. My regular
office hours are M-Th 9am - 3pm.
We will do our best to help !!

Beth Chisholm

Whatcom County Master Gardeners Program
1000 N. Forest Street
Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360-676-6736
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener/
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gardening and environmental stewardship.
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MG Calendar - April 2013
April 4
MG Foundation Board Meeting
Thursday

WSU Whatcom County Extension Office, 10:00am12:00pm

MG Training Class Session – Herbaceous
April 4
Thursday & Woody Plants, Sustainable Practices

WSU Whatcom County Extension Classroom,
9:30am-3:00pm

April 7
Sunday

Vegetable Gardening Through the Year

Tennant Lake Interpretive Center, 2:00pm. Alice
Wales will discuss when and what to plant, weather
considerations and garden problem solving.

MG Training Class Session – Plant
Pathology and Diagnostics

WSU Whatcom County Extension Classroom,
9:30am-3:00pm

MG Foundation General Meeting

WSU Whatcom County Extension Office, 6:30pm.
Open to all master gardeners and the public.

MG Training Class Session - Mock Clinic in
Office and Trip to Hovander

WSU Whatcom County Extension Classroom,
9:30am-3:00pm
Tennant Lake Interpretive Center, 2:00pm. John
Dewing will discuss varieties, planting, harvesting
and storage of crop.
Cordata Food Cooperative (upstairs meeting room),
9:00am-11:00am. Contact Karen Gilliam for more
information, kgilliam@gmail.com.
Tennant Lake Interpretive Center, 2:00pm. Kathy
Harrison will discuss planning ahead before you
plant.
Hovander Homestead Park, 9:00am-2:00pm. For
more information, please contact 360-676-6736 or
visit: http://whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener/
plant_sale.htm. Also see article in this newsletter.

April 11
Thursday
April 11
Thursday
April 18
Thursday
April 21
Sunday

The Basics of Growing Potatoes

April 25
April Monthly Plant Study Group
Thursday
May 5
Sunday

Preparing Your Soil

May 11
Saturday

Master Gardener Plant Sale

Community Volunteer Opportunities
Master Gardeners are Volunteer Community Educators - that’s what we’re all about. As our tag line says,
“cultivating plants, people and communities since 1973!” Our priority is to deliver research based information
and education to our community.
There are numerous volunteer opportunities in the Whatcom County area for Master Gardener interns from
the class of 2013 and for veteran MGs as well. Please see the list of projects and events that is attached to
this newsletter. This document contains established projects with contact information and also new requests
for gardening assistance that Beth Chisholm has recently received.
Through master gardener volunteering, we all have the distinct pleasure of educating the public and teaching
new skills, demonstrating leadership in the community and serving diverse audiences. Volunteering presents
the opportunity to meet and work alongside folks with whom we normally wouldn’t come into contact.
Gardening is a common tie that brings diverse people together for a beneficial and rewarding experience.
So, check out the list of volunteer opportunities and select one (or as many as you are interested in) and begin
the process of getting involved and making a difference in your community. You have more to offer than you
ever expected. But the best part - it’s just pure fun to work hard, create beautiful and beneficial things and
meet interesting new people!

All the Latest MG
& Foundation
News!
Master Gardener
Foundation Notes
As I’m writing this, I’m hoping that March went out like a
lamb; we’re all basking in sunshine and the occasional spring
showers; our gardens are starting to show this year’s growth;
and we were able to utilize all the planning and ideas that
were produced during our dormant times.
There are still opportunities for learning: Skagit County’s
Plant Diagnostic Clinics are held Wednesdays, 10-2, April –
October in Burlington; Snohomish County has Trees, Shrubs
& Vines for Year Round Interest in the PNW Garden with
Dan Hinkley on Friday, April 5; Pierce County has Starting
Seeds Indoors on Friday, April 5; and Whatcom County starts
their workshops with Vegetable Gardening Through the
Year on Sunday, April 7 and The Basics of Growing Potatoes
on Sunday, April 21. And there’s always the Van Duesen
Gardens in Vancouver, BC, Canada for walking around and
getting ideas.
The days are getting longer which means we can spend more
time outside! Less than three months to the longest day of
the year, so let’s get gardening!
Sandy Keathley, MGF President

Hovander Park Opens
Hello Master Gardeners,
It’s that time of the year when we crank up our projects at
Hovander Park. The first day will be Wednesday, April 3, from
9 till noon. So, come out and take part in the “Hovander”
experience! We welcome back our loyal veterans and also
extend a welcome to those who have never been out to join
in the work and fellowship that characterizes work days at
the demonstration garden.
I may not be there, as I have jury duty the first 2 weeks of
April. So, carry on and let’s have another great year!
See you soon--David Simonson

New WSU Garden
Publications
WSU Home Gardening Series
There are three new publications available at http://
pubs.wsu.edu to download for free. These fact sheets
are part of the expanding Home Garden series and
link to EM057E, the Home Vegetable Gardening in
Washington manual.
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS104E/
FS104E.pdf (Growing Sweet Corn in Home Gardens)
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS087E/
FS087E.pdf (Growing Squash in Home Gardens)
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS109E/
FS109E.pdf (Straw Bale Gardening)
We encourage you to share these materials with your
clientele, but if you put them on your web page please
host them as a LINK, not as a PDF. That way, when the
materials are revised, your clients will always see the
most up-to-date version.

MG Foundation
April Meeting
Thursday, April 11, is our General Foundation Meeting
at the Extension Office. Our guest speaker will be
Laurel Baldwin. Laurel is the Whatcom County Noxious
Weed Program Coordinator. Title for the night’s
presentation is Wild Weeds of Whatcom.
Laurel Baldwin will share a selection of the more
notorious and invasive plants known to Whatcom
County (both terrestrial and aquatic), and she will
address questions regarding how to manage their
populations. She will also provide an update to
changes in the focus of Whatcom County’s Noxious
Weed Program and the official 2013 Noxious Weed
List. Laurel lives in Bellingham and has been the
coordinator of this program since 1989. She became
a master gardener in 1989, deals with aquatic invasive
species, and paints botanical works of art.
The evening will begin with our non-formal social
time at 6:30 PM, the meeting 7:00 PM, with the guest
speaker following at 7:30 PM. The meeting is at the
WSU Whatcom County Extension Office, 1000 North
Forest Street, Bellingham. Please use the Laurel Street
entrance. Our meetings are free and open to the
public. All master gardeners, new and veteran, are
encouraged to attend.

April Community Events
sargsrgsdfgad
Growing Your Own, A Locavore’s Garden

April 6

Cloud Mountain Farm Center, 10:30pm-12:00pm,
www.cloudmountainfarmcenter.org/.

Seed Starting Workshop

Cloud Mountain Farm Center, 1:30pm-3:30pm,
www.cloudmountainfarmcenter.org/.

Vegetable Patch Design Class

Garden Spot Nursery, 9:00am, 360-676-5480, www.
garden-spot.com/winterSpring2013classSchedule.html.

Exotic Fruits for Whatcom County

Bakerview Nursery, 10:00am,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

Seed Starting Basics

Bakerview Nursery, 2:00pm,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

April 7

Vegetable Gardening Through the Year

Tennant Lake Interpretive Center, 5236 Nielsen Ave.,
Ferndale, WSU Extension Master Gardeners, 2:00pm.
See attached brochure.

April 13

Kiwanis Mushroom Compost Sale

Sehome High School Parking Lot off McDonald Parkway,
Bellingham, 10:00am-4:00pm.

The Art of Bonsai

Bakerview Nursery, 10:00am,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

The Fascinating World of Terrariums and
Miniature Gardens

Bakerview Nursery, 2:00pm,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

Gardening with Northwest Native Plants

Cloud Mountain Farm Center, 10:30pm-12:00pm,
www.cloudmountainfarmcenter.org/.

Organic Fruit Growing for Homeowners

Cloud Mountain Farm Center, 1:30pm-3:30pm,
www.cloudmountainfarmcenter.org/.

Agro-Forestry and Sustainability Concepts: Visit
a Perennial Forest Garden Project
Whatcom Folk School, 11am-3:00pm,
www.WhatcomFolkSchool.org, 360-319-7495.

Moss Victorian Hanging Basket

Garden Spot Nursery, 9:00am, 360-676-5480, www.
garden-spot.com/winterSpring2013classSchedule.html.

sargsrgsdfgad
Planting Day at the Garden Spot

April 20

Garden Spot Nursery, 9:00am-2:00pm, 360-676-5480,
www.garden-spot.com/winterSpring2013classSchedule.
html.

Growing Roses Easily

Bakerview Nursery, 10:00am,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

Basic Vegetable Gardening in Whatcom County

Bakerview Nursery, 2:00pm,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

April 21

The Basics of Growing Potatoes

Tennant Lake Interpretive Center, 5236 Nielsen Ave.,
Ferndale, WSU Extension Master Gardeners, 2:00pm.
See attached brochure.

Building Tunnels and Cold Frames Workshop
Cloud Mountain Farm Center, 12:00pm-3:00pm,
www.cloudmountainfarmcenter.org/.

April 26

Whatcom Farm-to-School Celebration
Squalicum High School, 7:00pm-9:00pm.
www.whatcomfarmtoschool.org.

April 27

Improving Your Soil Workshop

Bow Hill Blueberry Farm, Bow, 12:00pm-1:00pm,
http://transitionwhatcom.ning.com/events/
improving-your-soil-workshop.

Make It and Take It Hypertufa Class

Garden Spot Nursery, 9:00am, 360-676-5480, www.
garden-spot.com/winterSpring2013classSchedule.html.

Growing Tomatoes in Whatcom County

Bakerview Nursery, 10:00am,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

Hanging Moss Basket Demonstration

Bakerview Nursery, 2:00pm,
www.bakerviewnursery.com/News_And_Events.html.

May 5

Preparing Your Soils

Tennant Lake Interpretive Center, 5236 Nielsen Ave.,
Ferndale, WSU Extension Master Gardeners, 2:00pm.
See attached brochure.

May 11

Annual Master Gardener Plant Sale
Hovander Park, Ferndale.
See article in this newsletter.

Gardening Green
by Jill Cotton, MG 1997
As WSU master gardener volunteers, our mission is to
bring scientifically generated horticultural information to
our community. We are proud to partner with the city of
Bellingham and with Whatcom County to present to the
public a program which is successfully doing just that.
The Gardening Green educational series was conceived by,
and is coordinated, by Sue Taylor, master gardener class of
2008. A retired public school teacher, native plant nursery
owner and landscape designer, Sue has used her skills to
put together a 4 week course, which meets every Tuesday
and Thursday for 5 hours. Sessions include classroom
presentations on topics including developing healthy
soils, native plants, planting for wildlife, design planning
and guidelines, i.p.m., lawn alternatives, right plant/right
place and strategies for low impact maintenance. Master
gardener instructors, Sue Taylor and Jill Cotton, are joined
by city and county employees who will discuss the link
between sustainable landscaping and environmental issues,
stormwater harvesting and drip irrigation layout.
In addition to these classroom presentations, each session
includes a visit to a local sustainable garden for inspiration.
The class is instructed in how to perform a site analysis when
we visit the homes of several class participants. Capping off
the course is a visit to a local wholesale nursery where class
members have the opportunity to purchase native and nonnative landscape plants at wholesale prices.
The Gardening Green course was developed for the average
homeowner who is interested in learning how to develop
a functional and attractive landscape, one which requires a
minimal amount of energy, time and resources to maintain.
However, in addition to homeowners, the course has been
attended by a number of landscape professionals, and both
city and county officials.

Sue says, “One of the the biggest successes to come out of
this class is the community building which has occurred. I
based this class on the master gardener model. That is, class
members are not just there to learn for their own sakes.
They are expected to pass on this knowledge to their own
friends and neighbors. We do not count volunteer hours,
like the master gardener program does, but, we do discuss
ways in which class members can go forward to share their
knowledge. And, we follow up on it! Many of our class
members continue to meet monthly to continue with the
projects they begin in class. Keeping the class size small and
car pooling between garden locations helps foster friendship
between our members.
This spring’s Gardening Green course will begin at 9 a.m.,
Tuesday, April 23 and will continue every Tuesday and
Thursday through May 16. Classes are held at the Public
Works Facility, 2221 Pacific Street in Bellingham. Dates are
yet to be decided for a Fall course.
Master gardeners are invited to enroll in the free course as
soon as the WSU Whatcom Extension webpage posts the
applications. Contact Sue at sl-taylor@comcast.net for more
information. WSU will award master gardeners continuing
education credits for this class.

Annual Master
Gardener
Plant Sale
Fun for the Whole Family
May 11, 2013
Hovander Park in Ferndale is the site of the annual sale.
While the adults shop for plants, kids can be amused with
the farm animals, the barn full of old-time equipment, the
kids’ table, and the Kids’ Garden.
The sale starts at 9:00 a.m. and runs until 3:00 p.m. It’s
held on the day before Mother’s Day, a fine time to pick out
a plant or two for Mom.

Started 25 years ago, and held in a parking lot, the sale has
expanded in both offerings and popularity. There is always
a long line of customers waiting for the opening, anxious to
grab the choice plants they know will be there.
The sale supports the Master Gardener program, and
all the plants come from these experts’ yards and
greenhouses. Preparations began in February. Master
Gardeners will be manning the sale and able to offer expert
advice on any gardening question you have.
Of special note are taste-tested tomato plants bred to
do well in our climate, with many varieties not available
anywhere else, veggie starts, and lettuce bowls. You never
know what’ll show up, but among the hundreds of plants
for sale, you’re sure to find hosta, peony, Japanese waxbell,
foxglove, and Solomon seal. There will be food vendors to
fuel your plant search.
So, make it a date! Come and flesh out your garden on
May 11. And Master Gardeners who are already out in
their gardens: pot up a few to donate to the sale!

Our rules are simple:

Karen
Karen Gilliam
Gilliam giving
giving aa potting
potting lesson
lesson
to
MGs
on
potting
day
to MGs on potting day

Plants for Plant Sale
Many, many plants are needed to make our annual Master
Gardener Plant Sale a success. If you haven’t walked
around your garden yet this spring to see what work
needs to be done, now is the time to do so. Inevitably
you will likely see that many of your perennials are in
need of dividing or moving so now is the perfect time to
put your extras in a box or bag and take them to the old
greenhouse at Hovander. There is plenty of potting soil
and pots waiting to be put to good use. If you don’t have
time to pot up your plants, Master Gardeners will be busy
each Wednesday morning beginning April 3rd, at the old
greenhouse site at Hovander Park, to do the potting for
you.
If you have friends or neighbors who have extras, ask if
they will donate plants to a worthy cause.

1. We need healthy perennial plants, shrubs and small
trees that grow well in our climate.
2. Clearly label each variety with name, color and
preferred growing conditions. Label can be of a
temporary nature, but should be waterproof to
withstand our spring rains.
3. No invasive species. If you are unsure, check this
website - www.co.whatcom.wa.us/publicworks/weeds/
factsheets.
Please remember, the plant sale is our only fundraiser to
support our local Master Gardener program.
If you have any questions, call or email Janet Bieber
ljbiebs@cablespeed.com, 360 354-1351.

Class of 2013 students
volunteering on potting day

Varmits:
Darn-It!

Pocket gophers

by Kathleen Bander, MG 2012
Have you heard the expression, “Little Brown Bird” or “LBB”?
That’s what birders call an unidentifiable small bird. Me,
I have a similar appellation for small, brown mouse-like
rodents that inhabit my fields in the thousands: Little
Brown Rodents. But recently I decided that in spite of their
sometimes destructive habits, I needed to call them by their
correct names. I ended up finding out some interesting
things.
In the Northwest, there are commonly five small mammals
less than 12 inches long, including the tail: shrews, voles,
mice, pocket gophers, and voles.

Shrews (3-6”) are
the smallest of
these. They have
sharply pointed
snouts and beady
eyes. They like
moist conditions,
and eat their weight
(or more) of insects
every day.
Voles (5-9”) are herbivores. They eat roots, bulbs, tree bark,
and tubers. In the
early spring after
snows, their wellworn traveling
paths are visible
on top of the
soil. They live in
colonies and are
active year-round,
day and night.

There are more
than 12 species of
mice (6-9”). They
eat most anything,
year- and daylong. They breed
prolifically. Unlike
the others in this
list, mice would
happily live inside
with us as well as outside. Luckily, they are food for dogs,
cats, hawks, owls, snakes, weasels, raccoons, foxes, coyotes,
and skunks.

(6-9”) get their
name from the
cheek pouches
in which they
store food. They
dig underground
to eat roots,
tubers, and bulbs.
You can see the
mounds of dirt they push up.
And finally, there are moles. (6-9”) They’re the ones that
create despair in those who’d like an untarnished and green
velvet expanse
of lawn. Chubby,
with a protruding
pink snout, moles
live underground,
and their tunnel
excavations lead
to mounds of
churned-up dirt
in both lawns and
gardens. The damage they do is purely aesthetic, as they are
insectivores, and don’t harm plants.
But if you’re determined to rid your yard of moles, they
can be trapped with mousetraps, baited with peanut
butter. They might also be kept away by the odor of liquid
or granular castor oil. There are as many folk remedies
for eradicating moles as there are moles. I find the better
approach is to welcome the mounds of friable soil they push
up, and use it for my potted plants. It’s that old, worn-out
saw about lemons and lemonade!
Moles

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/cepublications/eb1028/eb1028.html

Voles

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/comhort/nooksack/ipmweb/blue/
voles.html

Gophers

http://www.spokane-county.wsu.edu/spokane/eastside/Fact%20
Sheets/C051%20Gophers%20%2005.pdf

Mice

http://gardening.wsu.edu/library/comm001/comm001.htm

Shrews

http://collections.burkemuseum.org/mamwash/soricomorpha.php

Principles of Vertebrate Pest Management
http://snohomish.wsu.edu/garden/vertchap.htm

Master Gardening in Beaufort, SC
by Kathleen Bander, MG 2012

spite of that, she has steered the program into high community
visibility. Among some of the projects the Master Gardeners
are involved in are: School gardens, Boys and Girls Clubs,
While visiting a long-lost relative in beautiful and historic farmer’s markets, gardening columns in the local newspapers,
Beaufort, South Carolina, I had the good luck to visit the Master fieldtrips (for both MGs and the general public) plant clinics
Gardener program there and here is the information I gathered. throughout the county, and office help.
Like many a novice gardener
anywhere in the world, Laura
Lee Rose of Beaufort had more
questions than answers. A yard
full of trees, but didn’t they need
pruning? How did you do that? And
what exactly were those huge plants
blocking the windows of the newlypurchased house? Regular trips
to the local nursery began to feed
Laura Lee’s growing passion for all
things horticultural.

Laura Lee also uses volunteers to help in
the mailing of soil tests submitted by the
general public, which are then forwarded
to Clemson University Extension Lab for
processing. A percentage of the $50 fee is
kept for the Master Gardening program.
Though like most Master Gardener
programs around the country, Laura Lee
estimates that only 10% of volunteer
hours are actually reported. In spite of
this, last year Beaufort volunteers logged
5,000 hours. She credits this to the large
number of retired residents with time on
their hands, a love of horticulture, and a
wish to give back to the community. In
this year’s class, however, she has several
young mothers, a few nurses, and some
young “buck” landscapers. Men make up
about a third of her classes.

What sealed the deal began as
the simple job of cleaning out
the house’s gutters. Much to her
astonishment, Laura Lee discovered
that the gutters were full of soil and
small plants. How did the soil get
there? When finally she found the
answer (it was accumulated leaves
One unique offering by the Beaufort
that had turned into compost/soil)
Master Gardeners is the “Rent a Master
she found herself wanting to know
Gardener” program. Aimed at the public,
more, lots more. She decided to get
Master Gardeners are available to make
serious and enrolled in the horticultural program at the local
house calls to help, advise, and solve gardening problems.
college.
Experienced Master Gardeners, in teams of 2 or 3, accompany
Upon completion of the program she and her son began a homeowners on a tour of their gardens to observe, assess,
business --”My Mother Drives a Lawnmower.” She then took the and answer questions. They take soil samples; identify
course and became a Master Gardener and subsequently worked plants and trees; and give planting, watering, and mulching
in a local nursery for years, where she gained the reputation as recommendations. All the recommendations are made
the “go-to” person for all gardening questions. So, when the available to the homeowner in a mailed report approximately
opportunity to take the position of Master Gardener Coordinator 2 weeks after the visit. There is a $50 fee, which pays for the
was offered to her, she jumped at it. At the same time, she also soil test, with the remainder going toward the philanthropic
became the County Consumer Horticultural Agent. Now she endeavors of the Master Gardening program. Laura Lee reports
that there is an unending line of homeowners requesting this
could pass her knowledge along in many ways!
service.
Like most Master Gardener Coordinators across the country,
Laura Lee works hard. There is such a demand for classes that she In spite of being spread thin and wearing many hats, Laura Lee
runs two simultaneously, each class consisting of 35-50 interns. loves her job. She believes that although the Master Gardening
To enroll, every intern pays $300 (no refunds at the end of class), program is always facing challenges, it is at the same time
attends classes once a week for 14 weeks, and attends two or always ready for creative ideas, programs, and individuals. And
three field trips. The curriculum is either in a workbook or on- those, she states emphatically, are always out there!
line, although all the quizzes and tests are on-line. To graduate,
every Master Gardener trainee must complete forty volunteer Winding up my talk with this delightful and enthusiastic
woman, I finally asked the obvious question: Had she picked
hours.
her name as her love of horticulture grew? Laughing, she said
As the Master Gardener Coordinator, Laura Lee encounters the “No,” but that she’d be a rich person if she’d gotten a nickel for
every time someone had asked her that question!
predictable problem: large need and small resources. But in
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WHATCOM COUNTY MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM
Master Gardeners are Volunteer Community Educators--cultivating plants, people, and communities since 1973!

Whatcom County Projects/ Events

Contact

Hovander Annual Plant Sale

Beth Chisholm, beth.chisholm@wsu.edu

Clinic MG Extension Office

Susan Palmer, Jsrpalmer@comcast.net

Community Garden Support
Mentoring, summer garden tour, teaching

Beth Chisholm, beth.chisholm@wsu.edu

Bellingham Farmers Market Monthly booth

Beth Chisholm—looking for a planning team
beth.chisholm@wsu.edu

Grow Your Own Groceries

Mary Carlson & Laurita Whitford

Hovander Children's Story Garden

Harriet Arkley, (360) 527‐8638, arkley@comcast.net

Hovander Demonstration Gardens:
Vegetable, Annual, Weeds, Dahlia, Native, Perennials

David Simonson
(360) 398‐0462, Davids98226@aol.com
Arlene Dangelmaier
(360) 676‐4554, eadangelmaier@comcast.net
Luanne Williams
(360) 371‐0902, luannew@yahoo.com
Ken Salzman, MG class of 2012
kpsalzman@comcast.net

Hovander Greenhouse
Hovander Summer Workshop Series
Lake Padden Native Flora Project
Roeder Home Landscape Education and care

Shelley Fishwild, sf4kf@comcast.net

Northwest Washington Fair booth

Beth Chisholm—looking to form a planning
committee for the August event

Stormwater Education/Rain Barrels

Sue Blake, sgblake@wsu.edu

Weeder’s Digest Newsletter Writer/Editors

Jo Fleming, orcca@orcca.com

Program Support‐ Mentors, office work, website,
facebook, Press releases, advertising

Beth Chisholm, beth.chisholm@wsu.edu

Annual Community Partners & Events
City of Bellingham Native Flora Fair

May event—Fairhaven

Whatcom Conservation Dist. Native Plant Sale
March 23rd

(360) 354‐2035 www.whatcomcd.org

September Community Garden Tour

Beth Chisholm, beth.chisholm@wsu.edu

Food Bank Programs—the garden project and Victory
gardens

Julia Raider and Max Morange

NEW INQUIRIES for SPRING 2013
Garden Help Requests
St Paul’s Academy School—Bellingham—this school is looking for master gardeners to provide adult garden education.
Cedar Tree Montessori—this school is requesting gardening help on site.
Windward High School Garden—Ferndale—work with high school students in the new garden. Help to develop a
community garden on site.
Northwest Youth Services Garden—Near WSU office—looking for help teach at‐risk youth every Tues., 1‐4pm, April 9th
through Sept.
East County Resource Center —Kendall—Earth Day Event—April 22nd—teach at their new garden site—Topic: deer
resistant plants and general tips.
Blaine Let’s Move Events—March 27th and April 25th 3‐5pm , teach high school students what grows best, how to grow it
and use the school greenhouse.
Harmony School –Acme—they are in the beginning stages of school garden development.
Community First Garden mentors—contact Beth for more info
York Neighborhood Farm
E. County Resource Center Garden
Maple Falls Garden
Everson Community garden
Sterling Paz – Birchwood neighborhood
E. County Resource center garden support
Outreach and education events

Bellingham Public Library series— (April – summer)
Bellingham Central Library, Lecture Room, April 26th from 4‐6pm
May 15, June 19, September 18, any hour(s) between 12noon and 3pm
NEED: We are looking for 2 mgs to staff an information table. The topics they are interested in are
gardening with kids, composting, etc. The SUMMER READING PROGRAM is TITLED “Dig into Reading”
Ferndale Farmers Market—June
Bellingham Market Days—monthly, June‐Oct.

Master Gardeners & Community First Gardens
beth.chisholm@wsu.edu • (360) 676‐6736
1000 N. Forest St. Ste 201, Bellingham, WA 98225
www.whatcom.wsu.edu

Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your extension office.

Loca on of events:

WSU WHATCOM COUNTY EXTENSION

Gardening
Workshops

Tennant Lake
Interpre ve Center
5236 Nielsen Ave
Ferndale, Washington

April 7, 21,
May 5

MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM

Sponsored by

Hovander
Homestead Park
5299 Nielsen Ave
Ferndale Washington

May 19,
June 2, 16, 30,
July 14, 28,
August 11, 25

For more informa on:
WSU Whatcom County Extension
www.whatcom.wsu.edu • (360) 676‐6736, Ext 12

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all
without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be
reported through your local WSU Extension office. (optional)
Trade names have been used to simplify information; no
endorsement is intended.

2013 WSU Whatcom Master Gardener Program
Schedule April—August 2013

Wo r k s h o p s a r e OPEN to
the PUBLIC a n d F R E E!

April 7 VEGETABLE GARDENING THROUGH THE YEAR
Alice Wales When and what to plant, weather
considera ons and garden problems solving.
April 21 THE BASICS OF GROWING POTATOES John
Dewing Varie es, plan ng, harves ng and storage of
crop.
May 5 PREPARING YOUR SOIL Kathy Harrison Plan
ahead before you plant.
May 19 TRANSPLANTING AND PLANTING PROPERLY
Beth Chisolm When and how to plant and transplant.
June 2 GROWING VEGETABLES IN SMALL SPACES
Janet Bieber Learn how to raise your favorite
vegetables and fruits in containers or small spaces.
June 16 SMART WATERING FOR YOUR GARDEN
David Simonson Learn to water the right place, the
right amount, and the right way.
June 30 PERENNIAL VERSUS ANNUAL WEEDS Janis
Walworth Strategies for managing perennial and
annual weeds and how they diﬀer.
July 14 CRITTERS IN YOUR GARDEN Laurita Whi ord
Learn who lives in your garden and how to manage
them wisely.
July 28 GROWING GARLIC AND SHALLOTS Mary
Carlson When to plant, how to plant and when to
harvest.
August 11 GROWING AND PRUNING BERRIES Karen
Gilliam Learn which berries would be best for your
garden and how to care for them.
August 25 PRUNING FRUIT TREES

Join us

April-August
Sundays @ 2pm
as we Learn About
Gardening
At lovely Tennant Lake
Interpretive Center &
Hovander Homestead
Park * See back for locations of
classes

Vegetables Through the Year,
Soil Preparation, Transplanting
and Planting, Vegetables in
Small Places, Smart Watering
Techniques, Managing
Perennial/Annual Weeds,
Critters, Shallots and Garlic,
Growing and Pruning, Berries

Feel confident raising fresh
food at home. Have fun
doing it! Share with friends
and family. Save water!
Recognize and safely
control weeds/pests.
All instructors are experienced
Master Gardeners.

