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From the
Coordinator’s
Desk...
Happy August!
The weather has been out of this world. The tomatoes and
plums are ripening before the Northwest WA Fair Week. That
ŝƐ ƵŶŚĞĂƌĚ ŽĨ͘  ZĞŵĞŵďĞƌ͕ ƚŚĞ ŶŝŐŚƚƐ ĂƌĞ ŐĞƫŶŐ ůŽŶŐĞƌ ĂŶĚ
cooling down considerably, so protect those heat loving crops so
that you will have ripe and tasty fruits into September.
My family hosted a 14-year old girl from Spain for the month
of July, which was amazing and very busy. July was busy for all
of us, with many projects and community requests for Master
Gardener assistance. On July 24, WSU Extension hosted a
Community Garden Open House at the Roeder Home with 15
local gardens and support groups represented. We had about
ϲϬŐĂƌĚĞŶĞƌƐĂƩĞŶĚ͘dŚĞZŽĞĚĞƌdĞĂŵƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚĂƚŽƵƌŽĨƚŚĞ
gardens and was a huge help with the overall event. Thanks to
Susan Ediger- Blum, David Keller, Shelly Fishwild, Angela Roche,
,ĂƌƌŝĞƚ ƌŬůĞǇ͕ ĂŶĚ >ŝŶĚĂ ĂƩůĞ͘  ůƐŽ͕ ƐƉĞĐŝĂů ƚŚĂŶŬƐ ƚŽ ƌĞǁ
Betz and Mary Redman for helping with the food.
Up & Coming in August:
August 8 Annual MG Picnic at Hovander Park Picnic Shelter,
6:00 pm—potluck
August 10 MGs at the Farmers Market (every second
Saturday of the month)
August 12-17 Northwest Washington Fair Week
dŚĞƚŚĞŵĞƚŚŝƐǇĞĂƌŝƐŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐĨŽƌŶĂƟǀĞƉŽůůŝŶĂƚŽƌƐ͊͊
August 17 Master Gardeners Teach in the Foothills at the
East County Resource Center, in Kendall.
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MG FOUNDATION BOARD:

Other Dates to Remember:
September 14 Community Garden Tours. Part of the
^ƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ&ĂƌŵdŽƵƌĞǀĞŶƚ͘DŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ
at ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞĐŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘ŽƌŐͬĞǀĞŶƚƐͬǁŚĂƚĐŽŵͲĐŽƵŶƚǇͲ
farm-tour-2.
September 26-28 State 2013 Master Gardener Advanced
ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞŝŶǀĞƌĞƩ͘ DŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂƚ
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ǁĂͲŵŐͲĐŽŶĨ͘ŽƌŐͬĐŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞͲĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͘Śƚŵů͘
October 5
Get Your Garden On: Expert Tips from Whatcom Master
Gardener’s Program. Join us for a Master Gardener’s Clinic
at Garden Spot Nursery. Master Gardeners will be on hand to
ŐŝǀĞĂĚǀŝĐĞŽŶĂƌĂŶŐĞŽĨŐĂƌĚĞŶƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐĨƌŽŵƉƵƫŶŐƚŚĞĨĂůů
ŐĂƌĚĞŶƚŽďĞĚ͕ƚŽƉůĂŶƚƉĂƚŚŽůŽŐǇĂŶĚŐĞŶĞƌĂůƉůĂŶƟŶŐĂĚǀŝĐĞ͘
Bring us leaf samples, pictures, etc. We are looking forward to a
fun morning of nerding out on plants.
October 10ϮϬϭϯD'ůĂƐƐ'ƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶ͊͊(Mark your
ĐĂůĞŶĚĂƌ͘Ϳ
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ŵĂǇďĞƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚǇŽƵƌůŽĐĂůǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶKĸĐĞ͘

Cover photo - >ŝůŝƵŵŵĂƌƚĂŐŽŶ;Martagon Lily) - by Jean Andresen, MG 2012

MG CALENDAR - AUGUST 2013
August 1
Thursday

D'&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶŽĂƌĚ
DĞĞƟŶŐ

t^htŚĂƚĐŽŵŽƵŶƚǇǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶKĸĐĞ͕ϭϬ͗ϬϬĂŵͲϭϮ͗ϬϬƉŵ

August 8
Thursday

Annual MG Picnic

Hovander Park Picnic Shelter, 6:00 pm, potluck. All Master Gardeners, interns
ĂŶĚǀĞƚĞƌĂŶƐĂůŝŬĞ͕ĂƌĞŝŶǀŝƚĞĚƚŽĂƩĞŶĚƚŚŝƐĨƵŶǇĞĂƌůǇĞǀĞŶƚ͘ŽŵĞŵĞĞƚ
ƐŽŵĞŽĨƚŚĞŵŽƐƚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐŐĂƌĚĞŶĞƌƐŝŶƚŚĞƐƚĂƚĞ͊

August 10
Saturday

MGs at the Bellingham
Farmer’s Market

MGs have a booth at the market every second Saturday throughout the
season, Depot Market Square, 1100 Railroad Ave., 10:00am to 3:00pm.

August 11
Sunday

Growing and Pruning
Berries

Growing and Pruning Berries will be presented by Karen Gilliam at Hovander
WĂƌŬ͕Ϯ͗ϬϬƉŵ͘KƉĞŶƚŽƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐ͕ŶŽƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘

August 12-17 Northwest Washington
Mon - Sat
Fair - MG Booth

The theme this year is 'ĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐĨŽƌEĂƟǀĞWŽůůŝŶĂƚŽƌƐ͊͊ ;^ĞĞƉĂŐĞϱŽĨƚŚŝƐ
ŶĞǁƐůĞƩĞƌĨŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘Ϳ

August 17
Saturday

Master Gardeners
Teach in the Foothills

ĂƐƚŽƵŶƚǇZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞĞŶƚĞƌ͕<ĞŶĚĂůů͘ŽŵƉŽƐƟŶŐ͕ǁŽƌŵďŝŶƐ͕ĨĂůůĂŶĚ
ǁŝŶƚĞƌŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ͘dŽŚĞůƉŽƵƚŽƌĨŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽŵƌĂƟŽŶ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ>ŽƵŝƐĞ
Granger (rutroad@gmail.com) or Alex Burrows (alexzburrows@gmail.com
@g
).

August 22
Thursday

Monthly Plant Study
Group

Plant Walk at Cloud Mountain Nursery, 6906 Goodwin Road, Everson, WA,
9:00 am - 11:00 am. A map is available at www.cloudmountainfarmcenter.
ŽƌŐͬŝŶĚĞǆϮ͘ĐĨŵ͍ƉĂŐĞсƐĞĂƐŽŶĂůͲŚŽƵƌƐͲŵĂƉ
Őͬ
Ɖ Ő
Ɖ͘&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ
Karen Gilliam (kgilliiam@gmail.com
g
@g
) or Louise Granger (rutroad@gmail.
@g
com).

August 23
Friday

Once Upon a Time in
the Garden

Stories for the whole family told by storytellers from the Bellingham
Storytelling Guild followed by cookies and milk. 7:00pm-8:00pm, Children’s
^ƚŽƌǇ'ĂƌĚĞŶ͕,ŽǀĂŶĚĞƌ,ŽŵĞƐƚĞĂĚWĂƌŬ͘ƌŝŶŐĐŚĂŝƌƐͬďůĂŶŬĞƚƐ͘&Z͘
Sponsored by the Whatcom County Master Gardeners, 360-527-8638.

August 25
Sunday

Pruning Fruit Trees

Pruning Fruit Trees, Hovander Park, 2:00 pm. Open to the public, no
ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ͘

ϮϬϭϯDĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌĚǀĂŶĐĞĚĚƵĐĂƟŽŶŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ
^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌϮϲͲϮϴ͕ǀĞƌĞƩ

ͻ ,ŽƐƚĞĚďǇƚŚĞ^ŶŽŚŽŵŝƐŚŽƵŶƚǇDĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŚĞtĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ^ƚĂƚĞ
DĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶĨŽƌtĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ^ƚĂƚĞhŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶDĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌƐ͘
ͻ /ŶĐƌĞĚŝďůĞƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨĚǀĂŶĐĞĚĚƵĐĂƟŽŶKƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ - 40 classes and panels in 8 sessions.
ͻ &ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚƚŽƌĞŐŝƐƚĞƌ͕ǀŝƐŝƚ͗ www.wa-mg-conf.org
g
g.
ͻ Hurry to register - space is limited.

All the Latest MG
& Foundation
News!

Master Gardener
Annual Picnic!

Master Gardener
Foundation Notes
MG Volunteer
Opportunities

Once Upon a Time in the Garden

Northwest
Washington Fair
Theme: Gardening for Native Pollinators!
dŚĞEttĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ&ĂŝƌŝƐĨĂƐƚĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞƐŝŐŶͲƵƉƐŚĞĞƚĨŽƌƐŚŝŌƐ
ŝƐƌĞĂĚǇ͊WůĞĂƐĞĐůŝĐŬŽŶƚŚĞůŝŶŬďĞůŽǁƚŽĐŚŽŽƐĞĂƐŚŝŌ͗
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ƐŝŐŶƵƉŐĞŶŝƵƐ͘ĐŽŵͬŐŽͬϭϬϬϰ&Ϯϵϳ&ϲͲŶǁǁĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ
tĞŶĞĞĚƚǁŽDĂƐƚĞƌ'ĂƌĚĞŶĞƌƐƚŽŵĂŶƚŚĞďŽŽƚŚĨŽƌĞĂĐŚĨŽƵƌͲŚŽƵƌƐŚŝŌ͘/Ĩ
ǇŽƵĂƌĞĂďůĞƚŽƚĂŬĞŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶŽŶĞ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĚŽ͊
zŽƵƌǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐůŽƚĞŶƟƚůĞƐǇŽƵƚŽǇŽƵƌĞŶƚƌǇƟĐŬĞƚƚŽƚŚĞĨĂŝƌ͕ĂŶĚƚŚŽƐĞǁŝůůďĞĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞƚŚƌĞĞǁĂǇƐ͗
1. At the Master Gardener picnic on August 8th
2. ^ĞŶƚƚŽǇŽƵĂƚŚŽŵĞďǇŚĞƌǇů;t^hǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶŽĸĐĞŵĂŶĂŐĞƌͿ
3. tĂŝƟŶŐĨŽƌǇŽƵĂƚƚŚĞt^hǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶŽĸĐĞ
WůĞĂƐĞůĞƚƵƐŬŶŽǁŚŽǁǇŽƵƉůĂŶƚŽŐĞƚǇŽƵƌƟĐŬĞƚǁŚĞŶǇŽƵƐŝŐŶƵƉͲƚŚĞƌĞŝƐĂƐƉŽƚƚŽƐŚĂƌĞƚŚĂƚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶŽŶƚŚĞƐŝŐŶͲƵƉ
sheet. You will be asked for your name, phone number, and email address. You do NOT need to create an account. If you
ĚŽŶŽƚƉƌĞĨĞƌĞŵĂŝůŽƌĐĂŶŶŽƚƵƐĞƚŚĞƐŝŐŶͲƵƉůŝŶŬ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐĂůůŵĞĂŶĚ/ĐĂŶƉƵƚǇŽƵƌƐŚŝŌŝŶŵĂŶƵĂůůǇ͘DǇƉŚŽŶĞŶƵŵďĞƌ
ŝƐϱϬϯͲϰϲϴͲϮϴϳϯ͘ŽŶŽƚŚĞƐŝƚĂƚĞƚŽĂƐŬĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͊ůůŝĞWĂƐƋƵŝĞƌ͕D'/ŶƚĞƌŶ͕ůĂƐƐŽĨϮϬϭϯ

Plant Study Group
Activities
Past and Future
We had a lovely walk on July 25th at Pt. Whitehorn Marine Reserve,
to the beach and back. Using the Park’s list of plants as a guide,
ǁĞŝĚĞŶƟĮĞĚŵŽƐƚŶĂƟǀĞƉůĂŶƚƐŽŶƚŚĞůŝƐƚ͘/ƚǁĂƐĂĐŽŽůĂŶĚůĞǀĞů
walk on a hot day. To obtain a copy of the plant list, visit this link:
ǁǁǁ͘ĐŽ͘ǁŚĂƚĐŽŵ͘ǁĂ͘ƵƐͬƉĂƌŬƐͬǁŚŝƚĞŚŽƌŶͬƉĚĨͬƉŽŝŶƚͲǁŚŝƚĞŚŽƌŶͲƉůĂŶƚͲůŝƐƚ͘ƉĚĨ.
On Thursday, August 22nd, we will meet from 9:00 am - 11:00 am at Cloud Mountain Nursery, 6906 Goodwin Rd., Everson,
WA. A map is available at ǁǁǁ͘ĐůŽƵĚŵŽƵŶƚĂŝŶĨĂƌŵĐĞŶƚĞƌ͘ŽƌŐͬŝŶĚĞǆϮ͘ĐĨŵ͍ƉĂŐĞсͺƐĞĂƐŽŶĂůͲŚŽƵƌƐͲŵĂƉ. Please join us!

A Self-Made Expert:
Karen Gilliam, MG 1976
by Kathleen Bander, MG 2012
When Master Gardeners
ĚĞƐƉĂŝƌ ŽĨ ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ
a plant, or want to
know what the right
plant would be for a
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ ƐƉĂĐĞ͕ ƚŚĞǇ
know who to turn to:
It’s Karen Gilliam. But
like so many who went
before her, Karen wasn’t
knowledgeable
about
plants in the beginning.
Her beginning was in
>ǇŶĚĞŶ͕ ŽŶ Ă ĚĂŝƌǇͬ
poultry farm run by her
parents with the help of
two boys who assisted with the outdoor work, and Karen, who, with
her mother, ran the egg and chicken business.

Eventually, however, because of the demands of her
home garden, Karen began to cut her hours back to
working just half a day a week. Then, in 1976 she
saw an ad in the Bellingham Herald about the Master
Gardener program, and immediately signed up. Though
ŝƚ͛ƐŚĂƌĚƚŽďĞůŝĞǀĞ͕ƐŚĞĐůĂŝŵƐŚĞƌŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞǁĂƐƐƟůů
ƐŽ ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ͖ ƐŚĞ ĐŽƵůĚŶ͛ƚ ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ ŵŽƐƚ ƉůĂŶƚ ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞƐ͘
It was only the second year of the Whatcom Master
Gardeners program; there were 50 in her class, and
Karen chuckles as she remembers how they had chairs
but no tables. There were no computers, though there
were live experts speaking almost every class.

hƉŽŶĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞĐůĂƐƐ͕ǀŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ
were limited, as Hovander wasn’t yet in the Master
Gardener fold. Master Gardeners did workshops and
clinics in the local libraries, worked at the Dairy Days
ĐĞůĞďƌĂƟŽŶĂƐǁĞůůĂƐƚŚĞŽƵŶƚǇ&Ăŝƌ͘<ĂƌĞŶƐĂǇƐƚŚĞƌĞ
was no socializing between class members, but the
But farming wasn’t what she wanted, so she made her way to &ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ͕ŝĨǇŽƵƉĂŝĚǇŽƵƌϱϬͲĐĞŶƚĚƵĞƐ͕ǁĂƐǁŚĞƌĞ
Washington State University to major in chemistry and minor in people got together. In those days, as Karen recalls, the
ŚŽŵĞĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐƐ͘^ŚĞĞŶǀŝƐŝŽŶĞĚŝƚǁŽƵůĚďĞĂŐŽŽĚĐŽŵďŝŶĂƟŽŶ membership was mostly men.
ĨŽƌĂƚĞĂĐŚŝŶŐƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ͘ƵƚŝƚĚŝĚŶ͛ƚǁŽƌŬƚŚĂƚǁĂǇ͘ŌĞƌϮͲЪǇĞĂƌƐ
ŝŶ WƵůůŵĂŶ͕ ƐŚĞ ĂŶĚ :ĞƌƌǇ ǁĞƌĞ ŵĂƌƌŝĞĚ͕ ĂŶĚ ĚĞĐŝĚĞĚ ƚŽ ƐĞƩůĞ ŝŶ As Karen recalls: “People didn’t know local plants, and
ĞůůŝŶŐŚĂŵ͘  ,Ğ ǁŽƌŬĞĚ ĂƐ Ă ŵĞĂƚ ĐƵƩĞƌ͕ ĂŶĚ <ĂƌĞŶ ŐŽƚ Ă ũŽď Ăƚ no one was teaching them. I decided it would be a fun
thing to do.” Karen believes that anyone, if they study
'ĞŽƌŐŝĂWĂĐŝĮĐŝŶƚŚĞŝƌůĂď͕ƚĞƐƟŶŐĚƌŝůůŝŶŐŵƵĚ͘
ůŽŶŐĞŶŽƵŐŚ͕ĂŶĚƐĞĞŬŽƵƚŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĐŽŶƟŶƵĂůůǇ͕ĐĂŶ
When the home ownership bug bit, they found their piece of heaven become an expert. She hopes that some will, as she is
in the countryside outside Ferndale. Karen claims she was ignorant hopeful that the newer MGs will begin to take over the
ŽĨ Ăůů ƚŚŝŶŐƐ ƉůĂŶƚ͘  dŚĞǇ ďĞŐĂŶ ǁŽƌŬ ŽŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ϱ ĂĐƌĞƐ͕ ĮƌƐƚ ĐƵƫŶŐ mantles held by some of the veterans.
down the enormous trees, which threatened to envelope both their As for her own garden, Karen is forever the planner.
ƉůĂŶƟŶŐĂƌĞĂƐĂŶĚƚŚĞŚŽƵƐĞŝƚƐĞůĨ͘dŚĞǇĚŝĚĂůůƚŚĞǁŽƌŬƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͕ She knows she wants to make it easier to keep up. So
ĂƐ<ĂƌĞŶƐĂǇƐ͕͞tĞŚĂĚŵƵĐŚŵŽƌĞƟŵĞƚŚĂŶŵŽŶĞǇŝŶƚŚŽƐĞĚĂǇƐ͊͟ she is doing a methodical survey, marking each plant
that is not a favorite. Those will be for the plant sale
Ƶƚ<ĂƌĞŶƐĂǁƚŚĂƚƚŚĞĞŵƉƚǇƐƉĂĐĞƐůĞŌǁŚĞŶƚŚĞƚƌĞĞƐǁĞƌĞĐƵƚ ;ŐĞƚƚŚĞƌĞĞĂƌůǇŶĞǆƚǇĞĂƌ͊Ϳ/ƚ͛ƐĂƐƵƌĞďĞƚƐŚĞǁŽŶ͛ƚ
ŶĞĞĚĞĚ ĮůůŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ ƉůĂŶƚƐ͘ ^ŚĞ ŐŽƚ ϭϱϬ ƌŚŽĚŽĚĞŶĚƌŽŶƐ Ͳ ϭ ŐĂůůŽŶ ďĞ ŐĞƫŶŐ ƌŝĚ ŽĨ ŚĞƌ ŽǀĞƌ Ă ŚƵŶĚƌĞĚ ŚŽƐƚĂƐ͕ Žƌ ŚĞƌ
plants - cheap, and planted them, dreaming of all the statuesque ǀĂƐƚĐŽůůĞĐƟŽŶŽĨĨĞƌŶƐĂŶĚĂƌŝƐĂĞŵĂƐ͘dŚŽƐĞĂƌĞŚĞƌ
splashes of color that would soon come. However, to her dismay,
ĨĂǀŽƌŝƚĞƐ͕ĂŶĚƚŚŽƐĞƐƚĂǇ͊
͞dŚĞǇůŽŽŬĞĚŚŽƌƌŝďůĞ͘/ŶĞĞĚĞĚƉůĂŶƚƐ͕ƐŽƚŽďĞĂďůĞƚŽĂīŽƌĚƚŚĞŵ
/ǁĞŶƚƚŽǁŽƌŬ͘͟ŶĚǁŚĂƚďĞƩĞƌƉůĂĐĞƚŚĂŶĂŶƵƌƐĞƌǇ͊^ŚĞũŽŝŶĞĚ
ƚŚĞƐĂůĞƐƐƚĂīĂƚdŚĞ'ĂƌĚĞŶ^ƉŽƚ͕ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐĨŽƌDĂƌĐǇWůĂƩŶĞƌ͕D'
1983. No surprise what followed - she ended up spending most of
her salary on plants.
It was a good thing, as it turned out, because Karen became an
avowed plant freak, as she relates how she “…brought everything
home to learn about them before I felt comfortable selling them. And
I kept everything I really liked.” Karen’s plant knowledge exploded.
ƚ ƚŚŝƐ ƐĂŵĞ ƟŵĞ͕ ƐŚĞ ĂŶĚ :ĞƌƌǇ ǁĞƌĞ ƐƟůů ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ ŚĂƌĚ ŽŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ
property, digging out stumps, by hand, and mulching everything in
cardboard and cedar chips. Soon, there were welcoming homes for
all the plants she was bringing home, though digging those stumps
took 2 years. In her view, no machinery meant no squashing the lawn
or running down plants.

Notes
from the
Plant Clinic
by Digger Spade
MG Plant Detective

We need to think like a tree. If my water
supply from the roots is limited, I’ll wilt
and my needles will die, newly grown
ƚĞƌŵŝŶĂůƐ ĮƌƐƚ͘  /Ĩ ƐŽŵĞďŽĚǇ ƚƌĞĂƚĞĚ ƚŚĞ
lawn, I’m in with weed and feed, the same
thing could happen, even if my problem
is a disease such as Phompsis twig blight,
/͛ůůůŽŽŬƐŽŵĞǁŚĂƚƚŚĞƐĂŵĞ͘^ŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ
the client provides most of the answers on
ƚŚĞŝŶƚĂŬĞĨŽƌŵ͕ďƵƚŽŌĞŶǁĞŶĞĞĚƚŽĂƐŬ
ƚŚĞŵƋƵŝƚĞĂĨĞǁŵŽƌĞƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘ůǁĂǇƐ
ǁĞƐƉĞŶĚƟŵĞǁŝƚŚƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞďŽŽŬƐĂŶĚ
web searches of “.edu” sites and with
samples under the microscope to decide
what is causing the problem.

ǀĞƌǇŐĂƌĚĞŶĞƌŚĂƐĨĞůƚƚŚĞŝŶƚĞŶƐĞƐĂƟƐĨĂĐƟŽŶŽĨĮŶĚŝŶŐ
the exact right plant that looks, grows, and generally
performs just as you hoped it would when you brought
it home from the nursery. Well, the days of the tent
caterpillar have passed. Though now they are hiding,
ŐĞƫŶŐ ŵĞƚĂŵŽƌƉŚŽƐĞĚ͕ ƐŽ ƚŚĞǇ ĐĂŶ ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞ ƚŚĞ ŶĞǆƚ
ŐĞŶĞƌĂƟŽŶ͘EŽǁƚŚĞƌĞŝƐŶ͛ƚĂĚŽŵŝŶĂŶƚĐŽŶĐĞƌŶĂŵŽŶŐ
gardeners, but that just adds to the interest.

dŚĞŶ͕ŽĨĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕ĐĂŶǁĞŐƵŝĚĞƚŚĞĐůŝĞŶƚƚŽĂƐŽůƵƟŽŶ
other than “It’s going to die.” In this case, the Deodora
cedar (not a larch) probably had one of two fungal
ŝŶĨĞĐƟŽŶƐ ĂŶĚ ĐĂŶ ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ ďĞ ƚƌĞĂƚĞĚ ďǇ ƉƌƵŶŝŶŐ
ŽīĂŶĚĚĞƐƚƌŽǇŝŶŐƚŚĞĚĞĂĚƚĞƌŵŝŶĂůƐ͕ĂŶĚƚŚĞŶǁŝƚŚ
fungicides as the new growth begins in the spring.
Mites, and we found one, can also make a cedar look
ƉƌĞƩǇƌĂƩǇ͕ďƵƚƚŚĞǇĨĞĞĚŽŶƚŚĞŶĞĞĚůĞƐĐĂƵƐŝŶŐƚŚĞŵ
to turn yellowish (they become anemic) whereas these
DŽƐƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ͕ ǁĞ ĂƐŬ ŵŽƌĞ ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ ƚŚĂŶ ǁĞ ŐŝǀĞ needles look undamaged and a uniform tan.
ĂŶƐǁĞƌƐ͘  ŶĚ ŵŽƐƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƟŵĞ͕ ǁĞ ŶĞĞĚ ƚŽ ĚŽ ƐŽŵĞ
ĚŝŐŐŝŶŐ ŝŶƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐůŝĞŶƚ͛Ɛ ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ ƚŚĞ /ƚ͛Ɛ ƉƌĞƩǇ ŵƵĐŚ ƚŚĞ ƐĂŵĞ ǁŝƚŚ ŝŶƐĞĐƚƐ͕ ƉůĂŶƚ
ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕ďŽƚŚƉĂƉĞƌĂŶĚĞůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐ͘KƵƌƐƚĂƌƟŶŐƉŽŝŶƚŝƐ ŝĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘
ŽŌĞŶ͕͞>ŽŽŬƐůŝŬĞĂͲͲͲ͟;ĮůůŝŶƚŚĞďůĂŶŬͿ͘>Ğƚ͛ƐƐĂǇŝƚůŽŽŬƐ
Signed,
like a larch twig with needles turning brown and a dead
ŝŐŐĞƌ^ƉĂĚĞ͕D'ůŝŶŝĐĞƚĞĐƟǀĞ
ƚĞƌŵŝŶĂů͘  Ƶƚ ŝƐ ŝƚ Ă ůĂƌĐŚ͍  /Ɛ ƚŚĞ ǁŚŽůĞ ƚƌĞĞ ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ͍
,ĂǀĞ ĂŶǇ ƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞƐ ďĞĞŶ ƵƐĞĚ͍  tŚĞŶ ĚŝĚ ƚŚĞ ƉƌŽďůĞŵ
ƐƚĂƌƚ͍tŚĂƚŝƐƚŚĞůŽĐĂƟŽŶůŝŬĞ͍^ŚĂĚĞ͕ǁĂƚĞƌƚĂďůĞ͕ĞƚĐ͍͘

Ask a Master Gardener
A New Gardening Column
in the Bellingham Herald!
People have been asking constantly why there isn’t anything about gardening in the local
newspaper. Well, now there is. Check out the new column, “Ask a Master Gardener”
which appears every Friday in the summer and then once a month in the winter months.
ĨĞǁŽĨƚŚĞĐƵƌƌĞŶƚƟƚůĞƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞ͗&ŝŐŚƟŶŐƚŚĞŐŽŽĚĮŐŚƚĂŐĂŝŶƐƚǁĞĞĚƐ͕,ŽǁĚŽ/ǁĂƚĞƌ
ŶĞǁƉůĂŶƚƐĂĚĞƋƵĂƚĞůǇǁŚĞŶƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƟŽŶƐĂƌĞŽŶ͍͕ĂŶĚ,ŽǁĚŽ/ŐĞƚƌŝĚŽĨƐůƵŐƐ͍
Kathleen Bander, a published author and publicist, is the writer, and she welcomes
ĂŶǇĂŶĚĂůůĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐĂŶĚƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐǁŚŝĐŚĐĂŶďĞƵƐĞĚƚŽĞĚƵĐĂƚĞƚŚĞŐĞŶĞƌĂůƉƵďůŝĐ͘
Contact her at kbwm@camano.net. You can check out the column online at:
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁǁǁ͘ďĞůůŝŶŐŚĂŵŚĞƌĂůĚ͘ĐŽŵͬŚŽŵĞͲŐĂƌĚĞŶͬ.

Master Gardener
Projects
Roeder Home Gardens
We Have a Pruning Good Time!
A dedicated group of Master Gardeners meets most every Tuesday to
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƚŽďĞĂƵƟĨǇĂŶĚŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶƚŚĞŐĂƌĚĞŶƐĂƚƚŚĞZŽĞĚĞƌ,ŽŵĞ͘
Our Open House at the Roeder Home went very well on Thursday, July
25. Four of our team were there to lend Beth a hand and give tours.

Dave Keller, Donna Berry, Elaine Gaeta, Caroline
Correa, and Shelley Fishwild in the back with the
ƉƌƵŶĞƌƐ͘>ŝŶĚĂĂƩůĞƚŽŽŬƚŚĞƉŚŽƚŽ͘

On Tuesday, July 30, the good weather was great for weeding,
ǁĂƚĞƌŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚƉƌƵŶŝŶŐ͊tĞŵĞƚĨƌŽŵϭ͗ϬϬƉŵƚŽϰ͗ϬϬƉŵĂŶĚŚĂĚĂ
ĐƵƫŶŐŐŽŽĚƟŵĞ͊ The Bridal Wreath Spireas, Weigelas, and Quince
all required major pruning. The alstroemeria was cut back, and the
black nightshade was torn out. Thanks to Tony and Whatcom County
Parks, 6 yards of mulch were spread under the big rhododendron
shrubs.
dŚĞƌĞ͛Ɛ ĂůǁĂǇƐ Ă ũŽď ĨŽƌ ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͊ ůů ĂƌĞ ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕ ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ ĨŽƌ
ǇŽƵƌ ĂĚǀŝĐĞ ĂŶĚ ĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ͘ ,ŽƉĞ ƚŽ ƐĞĞ ǇŽƵ ŽŶ dƵĞƐĚĂǇƐ Ăƚ ƚŚĞ
ZŽĞĚĞƌ,ŽŵĞ'ĂƌĚĞŶĂƚƚŚĞĞŶĚŽĨƌŽĂĚǁĂǇŽīŽƌŶǁĂůů͘>ŽŽŬĨŽƌ
ĞŵĂŝůĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞŵĞŶƚƐĂďŽƵƚĞĂĐŚǁĞĞŬ͛ƐĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ͘
^ŚĞůůĞǇ&ŝƐŚǁŝůĚĂŶĚƚŚĞZŽĞĚĞƌdĞĂŵ͕ϳϯϰͲϱϭϭϬ

bench bed with berry weeds removed in July

Max Higbee Garden Club
ϮϬϭϯŝŶƚĞƌŶƐ͕Dŝůů^ŚŝƌĞƐĂŶĚĂƌŶĞǇ&ůĞŵŝŶŐ͕ĂƌĞŚĂǀŝŶŐƋƵŝƚĞĂƐĂƟƐĨǇŝŶŐ
summer working with members of the Max Higbee Community Access
Garden Club. The Garden Club is producing an amazing array of vegetables
ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƐƋƵĂƐŚ͕ďĞĂŶƐ͕ůĞƩƵĐĞ͕ĐĂƌƌŽƚƐ͕ƚŽŵĂƚŽĞƐ͕ŬĂůĞ͕ƉĞƉƉĞƌƐ͕ďƌŽĐĐŽůŝ͕
ƉŽƚĂƚŽĞƐ ĂŶĚ ĐƵĐƵŵďĞƌƐ͘   dŚƌŽƵŐŚ ƚŚĞ ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ĂƌŶĞǇ ĂŶĚ Dŝůů͕
members have learned to select plants, prepare soil, plant seeds and starts,
ǁĞĞĚ͕ ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞ͕ ĂŶĚ ŚĂƌǀĞƐƚ͘  dŚĞǇ ƵƐĞ ƚŚĞ ǀĞŐĞƚĂďůĞƐ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞǇ ŐƌŽǁ ƚŽ
prepare weekend meals at the Center.
ĂƌŶĞǇĂŶĚdƌĂǀŝƐ

Butterfly Park
For anyone who is following the progress of ƵƩĞƌŇǇWĂƌŬ at the
EŽƌƚŚ ĂƐĐĂĚĞƐ ,ĞĂůƚŚ ĂŶĚ ZĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ ĞŶƚĞƌ ŽŶ ŽƌĚĂƚĂ
ŽƵůĞǀĂƌĚ͕ǁĞŚĂǀĞũƵƐƚĮŶŝƐŚĞĚƚŚĞƐĞƚĂƐŬƐŝŶƚŚĞŚĂƌĚƐĐĂƉĞ
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͗  ƌĞŵŽǀŝŶŐ ƐŽĚ ĨƌŽŵ ƉĂƚŚǁĂǇƐ͕ ƐƉƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ ƐŽŝů ĨŽƌ
ƉůĂŶƟŶŐ ďĞĚƐ͕ ƐƉƌĞĂĚŝŶŐ ŐƌĂǀĞů ĨŽƌ ƉĂƚŚǁĂǇƐ͕ ĂŶĚ ŝŶƐƚĂůůŝŶŐ
ĞǆƚƌƵĚĞĚĐŽŶĐƌĞƚĞĐƵƌďŝŶŐĨŽƌĂůůƉĂƚŚǁĂǇƐĂŶĚƐĞĂƟŶŐĂƌĞĂƐ͘
newly installed curbing
Next tasks include installing permeable pavers for the paths
ĂŶĚĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŶŐĨĞŶĐĞƐ͕ŐĂǌĞďŽ͕ĞŶƚƌǇǁĂǇ͕ďĞŶĐŚĞƐĂŶĚƚĂďůĞƐ͘ŶĚǁĞƐƟůůŚĂǀĞŶ͛ƚŐŽƩĞŶƚŽƚŚĞƌĞĂůůǇĨƵŶƉĂƌƚŽĨƉůĂŶƟŶŐƚŚĞ
ƉůĂŶƚƐĨŽƌŽƵƌďƵƩĞƌŇŝĞƐ͕ďŝƌĚƐĂŶĚďĞĞƐĂŶĚĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂůŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐƚŽƚĞĂĐŚƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐĂďŽƵƚƉůĂŶƚƐĨŽƌƉŽůůŝŶĂƚŽƌƐ͘
^ƚĂǇƚƵŶĞĚĨŽƌŵŽƌĞƉƌŽŐƌĞƐƐ͊

SOIL: STEP LIGHTLY – IT’S ALIVE
by Sue Taylor, WSU Whatcom Extension
Gardening Green Series
zŽƵĂůƌĞĂĚǇŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚŚĞĂůƚŚǇƐŽŝůŝƐŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚĨŽƌŽƉƟŵĂůƉůĂŶƚŐƌŽǁƚŚ͘ƵƚůĞƐƐƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚŝƐƚŚĂƚƐŽŝůĚĞŐƌĂĚĂƟŽŶŝƐĂ
ŵĂũŽƌĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂůƉƌŽďůĞŵ͘^ŽŝůŝƐŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐŽĨĚŝƌƚ͘ЬƚĞĂƐƉŽŽŶŽĨŚĞĂůƚŚǇƐŽŝůĐŽŶƚĂŝŶƐŽǀĞƌĂďŝůůŝŽŶŵŝcroorganisms. These organisms perform vital jobs. They regulate rain water, manage plant health, and break down toxic
chemicals to protect water quality.

HEALTHY SOIL PERFORMS CRITICAL FUNCTIONS IN THE ENVIRONMENT
^ŽŝůƐƚŽƌĞƐĂŶĚĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞƐǁĂƚĞƌŇŽǁ
for 3 environmental needs.

Soil organisms feed plants and protect
roots from disease.

Soil organisms protect water quality.

ͻOrganisms process organic material ͻOrganisms use intensive physical,
ͻSlow discharge to lakes, streams,
ŝŶƚŽĂůůϭϯĞƐƐĞŶƟĂůƉůĂŶƚŶƵƚƌŝĞŶƚƐƚŽ
ĐŚĞŵŝĐĂů͕ĂŶĚďŝŽůŽŐŝĐĂůĂĐƟǀŝƚǇƚŽ
ĂŶĚ ƌŝǀĞƌƐ ƚŽ ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶ ďĂƐĞ ŇŽǁƐ feed plants.
neutralize pollutants.
during droughts.
ͻMycorrihizae act as the conduit to ͻBacteria immobilize pollutants by
ͻReplenishing ground water aquifers.
supply nutrients to plant roots.
ĂƩĂĐŚŝŶŐƚŚĞŵƚŽƐŽŝůƉĂƌƟĐůĞƐ͘
ͻStorage in the upper layer of soil for ͻKƚŚĞƌĨƵŶŐŝƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚƌŽŽƚƐƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŶŐ ͻFungi degrade pollutants.
plants.
them from pathogens.

^ŽŝůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐŵƐŚĂǀĞĂŶŝŶƚĞƌĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉǁŝƚŚƉůĂŶƚƐ͘WůĂŶƚƌŽŽƚƐƌĞůĞĂƐĞĐŚĞŵŝĐĂůƐƚŽĂƩƌĂĐƚĂŶĚĐĂƌďŽŚǇĚƌĂƚĞƐ
to feed these indispensable allies. In return, the organisms process organic material or plant debris into nutrients.
DǇĐŽƌƌŚŝǌĂĞĨƵŶŐŝĚĞůŝǀĞƌƚŚĞƐĞŶƵƚƌŝĞŶƚƐďǇĂƩĂĐŚŝŶŐƚŽƉůĂŶƚƌŽŽƚƐ͘dŚĞǇĂůƐŽŵŝŶĞƚŚĞƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐƐŽŝůĨŽƌǁĂƚĞƌ͘dŚŝƐ
ĨƵŶĐƟŽŶŝƐǁŚĂƚŵĂŬĞƐŶĂƟǀĞƉůĂŶƚƐĚƌŽƵŐŚƚƚŽůĞƌĂŶƚ͘KƚŚĞƌƐƉĞĐŝĞƐŽĨŵǇĐŽƌƌŚŝǌĂĞƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚƉůĂŶƚƌŽŽƚƐƚŽƉƌŽƚĞĐƚƚŚĞŵ
ĨƌŽŵĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ͘>ĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞƐĐŽŵƉƌŝƐĞĚŽĨĂǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨĚŝīĞƌĞŶƚƉůĂŶƚƐƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŵŽƌĞĚŝǀĞƌƐĞƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐŽĨƚŚĞƐĞĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů
ǁŽƌŬŚŽƌƐĞƐŽĨƚŚĞŶĂƚƵƌĂůǁŽƌůĚ͘tĞŬŶŽǁƚŚĂƚŶĂƟǀĞƉůĂŶƚƐĨŽƌŵƚŚĞƐĞƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ͘>ĞƐƐŝƐŬŶŽǁŶĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĂďŝůŝƚǇŽĨ
ŽƌŶĂŵĞŶƚĂůƐĨƌŽŵŽƵƚƐŝĚĞŽƵƌďŝŽƌĞŐŝŽŶƚŽĨŽƌŵĂůůŝĂŶĐĞƐǁŝƚŚŽƵƌŶĂƟǀĞƐŽŝůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐŵƐ͘
KƵƌWĂĐŝĮĐEŽƌƚŚǁĞƐƚĨŽƌĞƐƚƐĂƌĞƚŚĞƉƌŽĚƵĐƚŽĨŽƵƌĐŽŽů͕ŵŽŝƐƚ͕ĂŶĚĨƵŶŐŝĚŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚƐŽŝů͘/Ŷϭϵϵϵ͕ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌƐƐƚƵĚŝĞĚ
ƚŚĞ ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶ ŽĨ ŵǇĐŽƌƌŚŝǌĂĞ ĂŶĚ ƚƌĞĞƐ ƚŽ ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞ ƚŚĞ ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ ƚŽ ƉůĂŶƚƐ͘ ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚĞƌƐ ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ Ă ŽƵŐůĂƐ &ŝƌ ǁŝƚŚ
ƐŚĂĚĞĐůŽƚŚƚŽƐŝŵƵůĂƚĞĚĞĞƉƐŚĂĚĞůŽǁĞƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƚƌĞĞ͛ƐĂďŝůŝƚǇƚŽƉŚŽƚŽƐǇŶƚŚĞƐŝǌĞ͘ZĂĚŝŽĂĐƟǀĞĐĂƌďŽŶǁĂƐƵƐĞĚƚŽƚƌĂĐŬ
the mycorrhizae’s response. The mycorrhizae channeled sugars from the root zone of a birch tree that was in full sun to
ƚŚĞƌŽŽƚƐŽĨƚŚĞŽƵŐůĂƐ&ŝƌ͘dŚĞĂŵŽƵŶƚŽĨĐĂƌďŽŚǇĚƌĂƚĞƐƚƌĂŶƐĨĞƌƌĞĚǁĂƐĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇƉƌŽƉŽƌƟŽŶĂůƚŽƚŚĞĂŵŽƵŶƚŽĨƐŚĂĚŝŶŐ͘
dŚĞŵǇĐŽƌƌŚŝǌĂĞĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚƚŚĞĂďŝůŝƚǇƚŽƌĞƐƉŽŶĚƚŽĐŚĂŶŐŝŶŐĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂůĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘/ƚĂůƐŽĞǆƉůĂŝŶƐŚŽǁƟŶǇƚƌĞĞ
seedlings grow in dense forests with limited sun exposure.

BRINGING LIFE BACK TO YOUR SOIL
FIVE WAYS TO PROTECT YOUR SOIL
1. ƌĞĂƚĞĂĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ͕ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐƌŝĐŚůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞƚŽĂƩƌĂĐƚĂŶĚƐƵƉƉŽƌƚŵŽƌĞƐƉĞĐŝĞƐŽĨƐŽŝůŽƌŐĂŶŝƐŵƐ͘
2. >ŝŵŝƚŽƌĂǀŽŝĚƚŚĞƵƐĞŽĨƐǇŶƚŚĞƟĐĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌĂŶĚƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞƐ͘
3. ŽǀĞƌƐŽŝůǁŝƚŚϯͲͲϰŝŶĐŚĞƐŽĨĐŽĂƌƐĞŵƵůĐŚ͕ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚǁĂůŬǁĂǇƐƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞĨƌŽŵƉůĂŶƟŶŐĂƌĞĂƐ͕ĂŶĚ
do not walk on or work saturated soils. Apply compost to soil surface to rehabilitate light to modĞƌĂƚĞĐŽŵƉĂĐƟŽŶ͘
4. ǀŽŝĚĞǆĐĞƐƐŝǀĞƐŽŝůĚŝƐƚƵƌďĂŶĐĞ͘^ŽŝůƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞŝƐĨƌĂŐŝůĞ͘WƌĂĐƟĐĞŶŽͲͲƟůůŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ͘
5. WƌĞǀĞŶƚƐŽŝůĞƌŽƐŝŽŶ͘DŽĚĞƌĂƚĞƐůŽƉĞƐǁŝƚŚƚĞƌƌĂĐĞƐƚŽƐůŽǁƚŚĞŇŽǁŽĨƐƚŽƌŵǁĂƚĞƌ͘WůĂŶƚƐůŽƉĞƐ
ǁŝƚŚǀĞŐĞƚĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚǀĂƌǇŝŶŐƌŽŽƚĚĞƉƚŚƐ;ĚĞĞƉƚŽƐŚĂůůŽǁͿ͘

SOIL: STEP LIGHTLY – IT’S ALIVE, continued
FEED THE SOIL – NOT THE PLANTS
Build your soil naturally using organic material such as plant debris and compost. Soil naturally develops in layers. Mimic
this by layering organic materials on the surface of the soil and allowing soil organisms to do the hard work of breaking
it down and moving it into the soil. This approach not only saves your back, but it also avoids excessive soil disturbance.
ͻ Let leaves, twigs, logs, and non--diseased plant debris decompose where they fall.
ͻ ĚĚĂůĂǇĞƌŽĨĐŽŵƉŽƐƚŝĨƉůĂŶƚƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐĂŶĞĞĚƚŽŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĨĞƌƟůŝƚǇ͘ŽŵƉŽƐƚĂůƐŽĂďƐŽƌďƐ
ǁĂƚĞƌĨŽƌƐůŽǁƌĞůĞĂƐĞŝŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐǁĂƚĞƌͲͲŚŽůĚŝŶŐĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ͘dŚŝƐƐƉŽŶŐĞĞīĞĐƚĐĂŶƌĞĚƵĐĞƐƵƌĨĂĐĞƌƵŶŽī͘
ͻ Maintain three--four inches of coarse woody mulch. Mulch maintains soil moisture, moderates soil
ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕ĂŶĚƉƌŽƚĞĐƚƐƐŽŝůĨƌŽŵĐŽŵƉĂĐƟŽŶĂŶĚĞƌŽƐŝŽŶ͘

HOME COMPOSTING
,ŽŵĞĐŽŵƉŽƐƟŶŐĐůŽƐĞƐƚŚĞƌĞĐǇĐůŝŶŐůŽŽƉďǇƌĞƚƵƌŶŝŶŐƉůĂŶƚƐƚŽƚŚĞĞĂƌƚŚ͘EĞǀĞƌĐŽŵƉŽƐƚĚŝƐĞĂƐĞĚƉůĂŶƚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů͕ƐĞĞĚƐ͕
ŽƌƉůĂŶƚŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƚŚĂƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶƚƌĞĂƚĞĚǁŝƚŚĂƉĞƐƟĐŝĚĞ͘ŽŵƉŽƐƟŶŐŝŶĐůŽƐĞĚĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞƌƐĚŝƐĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƐƌŽĚĞŶƚƐ͘ŽŵƉŽƐƚ
bins should be at least 25 feet from ditches, streams, or other water resources. Always cover compost with 3 inches or
more of woody mulch. Compost is light weight and will wash away in a heavy rain.
tŽŽĚǇůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞƉůĂŶƚƐĚŽŶŽƚŶĞĞĚĂŶŶƵĂůĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐŽĨĐŽŵƉŽƐƚ͘dŽŽŵƵĐŚŶƵƚƌŝĞŶƚŝŶƉƵƚĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞƐĞǆĐĞƐƐĨŽůŝĂŐĞ
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ ƚŽ ǁŝŶĚ ĚĂŵĂŐĞ͕ ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞƐ ƚŚĞ ŶĞŐĂƟǀĞ ĞīĞĐƚƐ ŽĨ ĚƌŽƵŐŚƚ͕ ĂŶĚ ŵĂŬĞƐ ƉůĂŶƚƐ ůĞƐƐ ĐŽůĚ ŚĂƌĚǇ͘ /ƚ
ƐŚŽƵůĚƚĂŬĞĂďŽƵƚƚŚƌĞĞǇĞĂƌƐĨŽƌǇŽƵƌŵƵůĐŚƚŽĚĞĐŽŵƉŽƐĞ͘ƚƚŚĂƚƉŽŝŶƚĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞƚŚĞŶĞĞĚĨŽƌĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůĐŽŵƉŽƐƚ
ďĂƐĞĚŽŶƉůĂŶƚƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ͘DŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂďŽƵƚŚŽŵĞĐŽŵƉŽƐƟŶŐŝƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞƚŚƌŽƵŐŚt^htŚĂƚĐŽŵǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ͘
ŚƩƉ͗ͬͬǁŚĂƚĐŽŵ͘ǁƐƵ͘ĞĚƵͬĂŐͬĐŽŵƉŽƐƚͬŝŶĚĞǆ͘Śƚŵ
Plant based composts are lower in available nutrients than animal based composts. If using manure, use less than is
ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚŽŶƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶĐŚĂƌƚ͘

PLANTS

PLANT BASED COMPOST APPLICATION RATE
ŽŶŽƚĚŝŐŝŶ͕ĐŽǀĞƌǁŝƚŚŵƵůĐŚ͘

EĂƟǀĞWůĂŶƚƐ

EŽŶĞŝĨĨĂůůĞŶƉůĂŶƚĚĞďƌŝƐŝƐůĞŌƚŽĚĞĐŽŵƉŽƐĞ͖ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞϭͲͲϮŝŶĐŚĞƐ

Trees & Shrubs

1--2 inches of coarse compost, keep 6 inches from trunks

Annuals & Perennials

1 inch applied in spring

Erosion Control

2--3 inches coarse compost covered with 6 inches of hog fuel (large chunk grind)

^ƵĞdĂǇůŽƌ͕D'ϮϬϬϴ͕ŚĂƐƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚĨŽƵƌĂƌƟĐůĞƐĂƐƉĂƌƚŽĨƚŚĞt^htŚĂƚĐŽŵǆƚĞŶƐŝŽŶ'ĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ'ƌĞĞŶ^ĞƌŝĞƐ͘dŝƚůĞƐ
include:
ͻ
ͻ
ͻ
ͻ

Soil: Step Lightly - It’s Alive
Gardening with a Purpose
Lose the Lawn and Gain An Oasis
Natural Management of Plant Pests and Diseases

^ƵĞ͛ƐĂƌƟĐůĞƐĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĂĐŽŵďŝŶĂƟŽŶŽĨƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚďĂĐŬŐƌŽƵŶĚŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚŚĞůƉĨƵůŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐƚŚĂƚĐĂŶďĞŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚĞĚ
in our gardens.

