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From the
Coordinator’s
Desk...
Happy October!! Looking forward to seeing you all at the 2013
Class Graduation. Please join the party and help celebrate the
hard work of this year’s trainees. All mentors are encouraged to
attend.
Up & Coming In October
• This Saturday!! Get your Garden On: Expert Tips from
Whatcom Master Gardener’s Program
Garden Spot Nursery, 900 Alabama St., Bellingham
Saturday, October 5, 11am-1pm
Join us for a Master Gardener’s Clinic at Garden Spot Nursery.
Master Gardeners will be on hand to give you advice on a range
of garden questions from putting the fall garden to bed, to plant
pathology and general planting advice. Bring us leaf samples,
pictures, etc. We are looking forward to a fun morning of nerding
out on plants.
• 19th Annual Master Gardener Advanced Training
St. Luke’s Community Health Education Center
3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham
Thursday, October 24, 2013, 8:30am-3:30pm
This training brings local experts and regional WSU Extension
specialists to Whatcom County. Provided by the WSU Whatcom
County Extension Master Gardener Program.
Topics include Fruit Tree Care, School Gardens, Perennials,
Natives, Pathology and more. Educators include Kim Gaffi, Mark
Turner, WSU experts Jenny Glass and Gary Chastagner.
See the flyer attached to this newsletter and visit our webpage for
more information and online registration:
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ch

Whatcom County Master Gardeners Program
1000 N. Forest Street
Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360-676-6736
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener/
MISSION:  The WSU Extension Master Gardeners Program
trains volunteers to be effective community educators in
gardening and environmental stewardship.

WSU WHATCOM COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF:

Drew Betz: County Director
Chris Benedict:  Agriculture Educator
Colleen Burrows: Agriculture Special Projects Coordinator
Beth Chisholm: Master Gardeners & Community First
Gardens Project
Cheryl Kahle-Lallas: Office Manager

Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation
ROLE: The Master Gardener Foundation of Whatcom County
supports the MG program with fundraising and provides
information about home horticulture to the public through a
demonstration garden, lectures and home gardening advice.

MG FOUNDATION BOARD:

Past President:  Loretta Hogg
President:  Sandy Keathley
1st Vice President:  Louise Granger
2nd Vice President: Chris Hurst
Secretary: Kay Reddell
Treasurer: Pat Edwards
Members at Large: Linda Battle & Kathleen Bander
Representative to State Foundation: Linda Bergquist
The Weeder’s  Digest is the monthly newsletter of the
Whatcom County Master Gardeners Program. Guest articles
are encouraged. Please submit to Jo Fleming (jof@uw.edu).
Articles are most appreciated if they contain 600 or fewer
words and are accompanied by a photo. Editors reserve the
right to edit for content and formatting.
cooperating agencies: Washington State University and U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance
may be reported through your local Extension Office.

All the Latest MG
& Foundation
News!
MG Foundation
President’s Message
Just got back from the WA State MG Advanced Training
in Everett and I can sum it all up in one word – WOW!
Great classes, great venue, LOTS of new knowledge and
reminders, a history of the Master Gardener program
as well as comraderie and sharing with fellow Master
Gardeners. Whatcom County had good representation,
was selected in Sharing Success so we could boast about
Kathleen Bander’s Butterfly Garden, and also claimed one
of the Master Gardeners at the conference with the most
years – Karen Gilliam. It was my first state conference in
18 years as a Master Gardener – shame on me! But I hope
I never miss another one and highly encourage everybody
else to attend. The conference was an enjoyable reminder
to keep learning and sharing. I hope you all do.
Manage your weeds early – both in your garden and in
your life. Thanks!
Sandy Keathley, MGF President

MG Foundation
Awards
The MG Foundation gives two awards each year, the
John Van Miert and the Broken Shovel. The first one
is awarded to a MG who has been in the program
at least three years and is “an individual who has
given extraordinary volunteer service, dedication,
contributions of time and effort, and compassion to
their fellow Master Gardeners and the community.”
Their name is put on a plaque that hangs in the
Extension OIffice. John Van Miert, Karen Gilliam, David
Simonson, Jill Cotton, Chris Hurst, Cheryll Greenwood
Kinsley, Diane Rapoza, Linda Bergquist, Dick Steele,
Dick Porter and Loretta Hogg have received this
award.
The Broken Shovel is given to a MG who has given
countless time and hours to the program. A shovel is
beautifully painted by a fellow MG and given to the
recipient at the Graduation Potluck on October 10.

Come to the 2013 Master Gardener Graduation
to find out who will win these prestigious
awards!

MG Calendar - october 2013
October 3
Thursday

MG Foundation Board
Meeting

October 5
Saturday

Master Gardener’s
Clinic at Garden Spot
Nursery

October 10
Thursday

Master Gardener
2013 Class Graduation
Celebration

Whatcom MG
Advanced Training Bellingham
Community First
October 30
Garden Project Wednesday
Proposals Due
October 24
Thursday

WSU Whatcom County Extension Office, 10:00am-12:00pm
Master Gardener’s Clinic at Garden Spot Nursery, 11:00am - 1:00pm,
900 Alabama Street. Master Gardeners will be on hand to give advice on
a range of garden questions from putting the fall garden to bed, to plant
pathology and general planting advice. Bring leaf samples, pictures, etc. We
are looking forward to a fun morning of nerding out on plants.
Master Gardener 2013 Class Graduation. Evening potluck celebration,
6:00pm - 8:30pm, Building Industry Association banquet facility, 1650 Baker
Creek Place. See flyer attached to this newsletter. (Graduation takes the place
of the Monthly MG Foundation Meeting this month.) See you all there!
Whatcom MG Advanced Training - Bellingham, 8:30am - 3:30pm, St. Luke’s
Community Health Education Center, 3333 Squalicum Parkway. Earn 6
continuing education credits. See the flyer attached to this newsletter.
Community First Garden Project, Request for Proposals for Fall 2013 applications
due October 30 for Spring 2014 community projects. See website for details,
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/cfg.html.

Become a
Guest Writer or
Photographer
Submit your
stunning
photographs for
the front cover

The production crew is looking for some
interesting and experienced Master
Gardeners to contribute to the monthly
Weeder’s Digest.  There are so many things
going on in Whatcom County that need
some recognition.  Our readers are hungry
for information.  Help us out and see your
name in print!
Contact Jo Fleming, 360-393-4534 or
jof@uw.edu to talk about your ideas.  Or
feel free to just submit your photos and
articles to her email address.
Here are some examples of what you could
contribute.   Remember, The Weeder’s
Digest is YOUR newsletter!

This photo, Trillium
Ovation, was submitted by
Teresa Rohwer

Report on
MG Events
Sandy Keathley
and Alden Sievers
helped make
the Plant Sale a
success

Provide information about
plants, weeds, and insects
Mill Shires shared a story about
Western Tent Caterpillars

Fill us in on MG projects
Looks like Tina Mirabile was mixing up
something good for her garden project

Conduct an interview
with a fellow MG
Kathleen Bander told us an interesting
thing or two about Karen Gilliam

Notes
from the
Plant
Clinic
It was a quiet week in the clinic, but the Guy Noir of the Master
Gardener Program knew that quiet is the prelude to action. In it
came - a sample of raspberries from the Fall crop with dried up
sections on the fruit and others just not looking too good. What
could be going on?

The Case
of the High
Protein
Rasbperries
Digger Spade &
Associates, MG
Plant Detective

There is a Dryberry mite (microscopic) that does this kind
of damage, though none were seen on the samples. And
white drupelets, which are fairly common, are caused by
sun scald, not an infection or insect problem. The samples’
damaged drupelets aren’t white.

Had the crop looked like this last year? No.
Were the canes healthy? Yes, and the leaves too.

Maybe most of the damage is due to the fruit fly. Infested
parts tend to rot and provide a home for fungi. But the
dried-up drupelets probably aren’t the fruit flies’ fault.
The dried-up sections looked as though they might be mildewed, Incomplete pollination usually results in highly deformed
and powdery mildew does infect raspberries - fruit, canes and fruit that tend to crumble on contact. These berries are
leaves. Botrytis, which can be a problem in fall raspberries, turns quite complete.
fruit into fuzzy, soft grey balls, and does it quickly. The client says
only the fruit seems to be affected. Hot humid weather (and So what to tell the client? All of the above. But unless she
Whatcom County has enjoyed a few weeks of it) favors these wants protein enhanced raspberries, she should try to
diseases. However, under the microscope, there isn’t any sign of select uninfested ones. But the one we saw with larvae in
the kind of mycelia or fruiting bodies these diseases produce.
it looked pretty good before we squished it.
Some of the diseased drupelets have puncture marks on them.
Two species of Stink Bug feed on raspberries, sucking on the
drupelets with their beaks. The bugs are fairly big, about 1/2
inch. Sap beetles attack raspberries, usually overripe ones. Rose
leafhoppers can feed on drupelets causing them to atrophy.
Raspberry fruitworm, another beetle, uses the fruit core as a
nursery.
Have you seen any of these critters? No.

So how to choose? Pick fruit before they become overripe,
pick often, pick clean. Dispose of overripe fruit that may
have been infested, down the toilet or through the garbage
disposal.
There is no treatment to suggest. Follow guidelines on
Drosophila in the WSU handout. Keep an eye out for other
insects and check berries and plant for signs of fungal
infections. http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ipm/swd/ .

That doesn’t mean there were none, just that they weren’t seen.
Still looking at samples under the microscope, one of them,
which looks OK, is squished and begins to heave (microscopically)
to reveal white larvae wallowing in raspberry goodies. It’s most
likely the progeny of the now endemic Spotted Wing Drosophila,
the scourge of the soft fruit industry. But the fruits with purplish
drupelets don’t have these critters.

Spotted Wing Drosophila

Summary of an
Inspiring Summer
by Millard Shires, MG 2013
When our last classroom session was over, I wondered two things, “What
project should I pursue?”, and “Who am I to offer anyone else advise?”  I
was worried that I would not find enough to do, my project would fail, I
would give someone bad advice, or that I wouldn’t like what I dove into.   
And, I was a bit intimidated about the Clinic.    But my largest concern
was that I didn’t want to focus on one pursuit.  In economics, we learn
about opportunity cost; when you choose one course of action, you give
up something else.   I had seen snippets of different Master Gardener
functions, and I didn’t want to miss out on any learning or exploring
opportunities.  I was like a kid in a candy store with a couple of dollars in
his pocket!  
And now, a few months later, I am the happiest kid leaving the candy
store!   In early May, Beth Chisholm managed to corral Barney Fleming
from our class, and me to work with the Max Higbee Garden Project.  I
believe we made a fabulous team!  This was no lecture and flyer garden
project!   It was personal, intimate, and very hands-on.   Max Higbee
Center provides activities and learning opportunities for persons with
developmental disabilities of varying degrees.  I still smile and hear Barney
patiently working with one of the gardeners: “O.K.!  Good.  Now pull this
weed.   Good!  Now pull this one, too.  Good.  Now pull this one!”  One
weed sprout at a time.   At times we had 15 gardeners in a 10’ x 20’ plot!  
Understanding the challenges was key to laying out the garden, and so we

Max Higbee Garden Project Members

created a 4’ wide path down the middle
of the plot.  Essentially, this created two
3’ wide by 20’ long garden plots.    We
had to accept that some plants were just
going to get trampled or “weeded”.   Yet,
their little garden produced an amazing
abundance of vegetables.   Their groans
about having to pull weeds were more
than offset by their enthusiasm and joy as
they picked their harvests.  They learned
about food, challenges with selecting
and growing it, and incorporating it
into a nutritionally healthy lifestyle.   It
was a very rewarding experience.   This
was gardening at its most basic level;
on hands and knees requiring repetitive
instructional patience.

Millard Shires, MG 2013,
continued
To fill in the other days, I tried to sample and work with
a number of different projects and Master Gardeners.
I spent a fair amount of time at the Hovander
Demonstration Gardens, which was awesome because
it isn’t just about vegetables. One day, I worked with
pruning shrubs. Another day, working and learning
with the wonderful people caring for the Native Plants
garden. One day dead heading flowers. Another
rewarding day harvesting vegetables for the food
bank. I marveled at the knowledge of a master Dahlia
gardener. Of course, I learned tons of information
and identification skills weeding the “Weed Garden”!
I worked with an amazing group of people on the
Butterfly Garden one day…digging through rock and
clay to prepare paths and beds. I was able to assist
one of the Master Gardener series lectures. I had a
wonderful day when I was invited and delighted to
participate in an educational session on fall gardening
with the Kendall Community Garden. And on two
occasions, I had fun visiting with curious or needful
customers at the Master Gardener booth in the
Bellingham Farmers’ Market.
Of course the “Clinic”. It turns out my curious nature
and passion for research were well suited for the clinic.
I loved it! So much so I had to watch myself to keep
from just hanging out or making a nuisance of myself.
And the things you can learn by helping others is
astounding.
Along the way I learned I did have value to share with
others, or, I had learned the skills to find the answers
to questions like, “Why are my little squash fruits that
have blossoms on them rotting and falling off the
vine?” One day I showed other Master Gardeners how
to divide potatoes for planting. I calmed a neighbor in
a panic in the spring because his tree was full of tent
caterpillars. I reassured a frightened MG Clinic client
that her house was not infested with black widow
spiders. On a humorous, yet sad, day I fielded a call at
the Clinic from a woman in Detroit who went shopping
and came home and discovered her bed swarming
with maggots!
I have learned much, and have been richly rewarded
this year with the Master Gardener program. I also feel
like I have just scratched the surface and can’t wait to
see what’s around the next corner.

Max Higbee Garden Project
Vegetables:
lettuce, kale, squash and beans

Whatcom County Master Gardeners
2013 Annual Potluck & Class Graduation
Thursday, October 10
Building Industry Association Banquet Facility

Baker Creek Place
1650 Baker Creek Place, Bellingham
Bakerview & Hannegan in the Irongate Business Center

Join us for a fun filled evening
6:00 - 6:30 Social half hour
6:30 - 7:00 Potluck Meal
7:00 - 8:00 Program
Welcome -- Special Recognition Awards -- Presentation of projects, volunteer
recognition -- Certificates and badges -- Master Gardener Foundation Awards

8:00 - 8:30 Mingle and wrap up
The Annual Potluck and Class Graduation is for Master Gardeners, their spouses,
family, and friends. Bring a dish to share, your plates and utensils. The Foundation will
provide coffee and tea.

NOTE:
Graduating class members, please remember that your 2013 Class graduation
requirements are due by October 4. Please enter all your volunteer hours by Oct 4.
On Graduation night you will receive: New Name Badge, Rebate Form, Master
Gardener Foundation Invitation, and 2013 printed Whatcom County Master
Gardener directory.

Master Gardeners are Volunteer Community Educators - Cultivating plants, people, and communities since 1973!

Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your
extension office.

WSU Whatcom County
Master Gardener Program

19th Annual
Master Gardener
Advanced Training
(5 hours of Continuing Education Credit)

Photo: Beth Chisholm

Topics include Fruit Tree Care, School Gardens, Perennials,
Natives, Pathology and more
Thursday, October 24, 2013
St. Luke’s Community Health Education Center
Bellingham, WA
Visit our webpage for more information and online registration:

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ch

Master Gardener Advanced Training
St. Luke’s Community Health Education Center
3333 Squalicum Parkway, Bellingham
Thursday, October 24, 2013
Schedule:

8:15 - 8:30

Registration / Check In - with morning refreshments

8:30 – 9:00

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Chris Benedict, Agricultural Educator, WSU Whatcom County Extension
Beth Chisholm, Master Gardener Coordinator, WSU Whatcom County Extension

9:00 – 9:30

KEYNOTE – Nicole Martini, Interim State Master Gardener Coordinator

9:45 - 10:45 Session 1
A)

(Participants chose A, B, or C on the day of training)

Growing People in the Midst of Growing Good Food -tools for cultivating
empowerment and justice in our gardens
Kim Gaffi, Former Executive Director & new Director of Programs for GRuB

B)

Diagnostic Clinic Lab (*Maximum capacity 20)
Jenny Glass, WSU Plant Pathologist, WSU Puyallup Research & Extension Center

C)

Keeping Up In The Garden, Choices to Lessen Work and Increase
Enjoyment
June Davis, Certified Professional Horticulturist, Freeland, WA

11:00 - 12:00 Session 2
A)

(Participants chose A, B, or C on the day of training)

School Gardens
Kerri Wilson, Master Gardener Program Coordinator, WSU Extension Pierce
County

B)

Diagnostic Clinic Lab (*Maximum capacity 20)
Jenny Glass, WSU Plant Pathologist, WSU Puyallup Research & Extension Center

C)

Native Trees & Shrubs
Mark Turner, Local Author & Member of the Native Plant Society, Bellingham

Noon- 1:00

Lunch and networking - visit with local and regional Master Gardeners

1:00 – 2:00

Session 3
A)

(Participants chose A or B on the day of training )

Biology of Waterborne Pathogens and the
Spread of Phytophthora ramorum in Washington
Gary Chastagner, WSU Plant Pathologist, WSU Puyallup Research & Extension
Center

B)

Caring for Your Fruit Trees – Pruning and Year Round Care
Bernie Hilgart, Washington Chestnut Company, Everson WA

2:00 - 2:30

Closing Remarks

2013 Whatcom County
Master Gardener Advanced Training
09G-4127-3245

Registration Form
Enrollment is limited to the first 125 people

Name: ________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________

LUNCH INFORMATION
Avenue Bread Gourmet
Box Lunch
Choices
(includes Sandwich, Chips, Cookie & Drink) $12.50
NOTE: Your lunch order cost MUST be included with
your registration fee.
____ Turkey & Havarti on Rosemary Sandwich

City: _________________ State: ____ Zip:___________

____ Roast Beef & Cheddar on Sourdough

Phone number: (

____ Garden Deluxe on Multigrain

) _________________________

E-mail: _______________________________________

*Each boxed lunch also comes with Tim's Potato Chips and a pickle as
well as a mini-cookie (Almond, Chocolate Chip, Walnut, or Double
Chocolate Chip). Please let us know if nuts are to be avoided.

____ Registration verification requested by e-mail.
OR
____ Whatcom County Master Gardener
____ Master Gardener from _______________ County
____ B.C. Master Gardener

_____ I am bringing a sack lunch
Beverages: Your registration fee includes the cost of
coffee, tea and ice-water all day.

____ Park Personnel
____ Other, please specify ______________________

___# attending @ $35 each (By October 17) …. $______
Lunch Cost……………..…..…………..…………. $______

QUESTIONS: If you have questions call Beth
Chisholm, WSU Whatcom County MG Coordinator at
(360) 676-6736, ext. 12. Must register by, October
24, 2013. You may register on line at:

http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ch

___# attending @ $45 each (After October 17) ….... $______
Total amount of enclosed check

$________

Registered online at: http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ch via Brown Paper
Tickets OR fill out this form and mail check to WSU Ext.

Make checks payable to WSU Whatcom County Extension.
Please mail registration form by October 17, 2013.

Mail to:
WSU Whatcom County Extension
Attention: MG Advance Training
1000 N. Forest Street, Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594

The training is open to the public and we encourage you to
invite your friends to this learning event.

Scholarships: Partial and full scholarships are available based
on need. Please call Beth Chisholm at (360) 676-6736, ext. 12
for more scholarship information.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication or program information or reasonable
accommodation should contact program leader two weeks
prior to event.

WSU Extension programs are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of
noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.

