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From the
Coordinator’s Desk...
The month of February and into March is a grand reentry of light.
When I leave work, it’s still light out; as I drive my children to
activities, the sky is no longer jet black! The crocuses are popping
their heads out and the daffodils are confused with the crazy
warmth in early February and the heavy snows at the close of the
month. Ah, Spring - time to clean up and start digging.
MASTER GARDENERS AND OUR COMMUNITY
HORTICULTURE PROGRAM
My time as Master Gardener coordinator is currently centered
on 4 main areas. 1) The annual 2014 Master Gardener Training
- currently underway. 2) The hiring and training of a part time
assistant - which is complete (see article on page 3). 3) Responding
to your needs as Master Gardeners and supporting the needs
of our community - ongoing but Spring is busiest for this. 4)
Communicating and reporting back to the state for development
of a broader program for Whatcom County – we call it community
horticulture.

Whatcom County Master Gardeners Program
1000 N. Forest Street
Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225-5594
360-676-6736
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener/

The two other grants that support the work of our WSU Whatcom
County Community Horticulture program are the Community
First Garden (CFG) Project and the Seed to Table Project.

MISSION: The WSU Extension Master Gardeners Program

The CFG Project works to assist community groups throughout
Whatcom County with funding, technical support and education
to community gardens. For Spring of 2014, there are 6 groups
that have applied for assistance to establish, improve or maintain
community gardens. This is exciting work as many Master
Gardeners use plots and provide education and mentoring at
these gardens. They are shared spaces that bring together families
and neighbors to work in a shared space.

WSU WHATCOM COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF:

The Seed to Table Project is an effort that centers on educating
youth about where their food comes from. The importance of
agriculture and the value of knowing how food is grown is the
mission of the project. Again, Master Gardener volunteers play
a role in this. Our Spring training, “Edible Education,” will provide
Master Gardeners with hands-on classroom lessons and a chance
to teach 3rd and 4th grade kids in local schools. It’s all about soil,
seeds, plant parts and eating!! We still have space; if you would
like to sign up, contact linda.versage@wsu.edu.

ROLE: The Master Gardener Foundation of Whatcom County

NEW CLASS OF 2014
The new class is made up of 22 adults and they are a fantastic
bunch. They are unique, talented, inspiring and smart. They
will fit in well with our Master Gardener family. We are mid way
through the training and will start our field trips and visits from
community partners in March. In April, we will visit Hovander
and then students will develop projects or get linked up with our
current projects. Please introduce yourself if you see them at a
meeting or function. They have ‘yellow’ nametags!
Bellingham Food Bank Garden Project
The Food Bank’s Garden Project is recruiting for garden recipients,
mentors and construction volunteers. Master Gardener interns
have contributed volunteer hours to this successful community
program by becoming mentors to project gardeners in the past.
Please see the recruitment information attached to this newsletter.

trains volunteers to be effective community educators in
gardening and environmental stewardship.

Drew Betz: County Director
Chris Benedict: Agriculture Educator
Colleen Burrows: Agriculture Special Projects Coordinator
Beth Chisholm: Master Gardeners & Community First
Gardens Project
Cheryl Kahle-Lallas: Office Manager

Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation
supports the MG program with fundraising and provides
information about home horticulture to the public through a
demonstration garden, lectures and home gardening advice.

MG FOUNDATION BOARD:

Past President: Sandy Keathley
President: Linda Battle
1st Vice President: Kathleen Bander
2nd Vice President: Louise Granger
Secretary: Shelley Fishwild
Treasurer: Sandy Keathley
Members at Large: Lorrie Yoos and David Hardman
Representative to State Foundation: Linda Bergquist
The WEEDER’S DIGEST is the monthly newsletter of the
Whatcom County Master Gardeners Program. Guest articles
are encouraged. Please submit to Jo Fleming (jof@uw.edu).
Articles are most appreciated if they contain 600 or fewer
words and are accompanied by a photo. Editors reserve the
right to edit for content and formatting.
COOPERATING AGENCIES: Washington State University and U.S.
Department of Agriculture. Extension programs and employment are
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance
may be reported through your local Extension Office.

Cover photo - Children’s Story Garden - taken by Harriet Arkley (MG 2005) and Kathy Barrett (MG 2007)

News to Use...
Welcome Alex duPont!
Our program is growing! I am pleased to welcome Alex duPont as the Community Horticulture
Assistant for 2014. This position is a half day a week and is funded through the Whatcom
County Fund. Alex’s role will be to assist me in filling requests from the community and
supporting Master Gardeners as you teach and inspire thoughout our community. Alex will
also assist with the composter/recycler education program.
~Beth Chisholm

2014 Master Gardener Events
Each month we’ll feature the Master Gardener happenings for the current month here. Don’t miss any of these
informative and fun events!
On the first Sunday of each month, from March through
September, Master Gardeners will conduct the Hovander
Workshop Series. Please see the flyer attached to this
newsletter for a description of each of these workshops.
Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 10, for the Annual
Master Gardener Plant Sale. Plan to not only attend, but
donate plants and work at the sale as well.

Potting for Plant Sale From Loretta Hogg
Is there a hint of spring in the air?…. or just the change
from our recent freezing temperatures! I have been out
pruning and see that some plants are ready to pot up!
Karen Gilliam says we can begin now, so start looking for
plants to remove to create more space in your garden
and to share at the sale. There are lots of pots and soil
near the Old Greenhouse at Hovander AND… you can
put your potted plants into the OLD GREENHOUSE if you
do not have a good place to keep them at home. Water
them well before leaving them. Master Gardeners will be
checking in on them now and then. Any questions? Thanks ! Loretta Hogg 756-8449
I know many of you are busy with the Hovander Workshops, planning of the Plant Sale and so much more. But,
If you are looking to try something new, you can visit our website for ideas!
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/mgprojects.html
There are also upcoming Spring Workshops in Mt Vernon. Find out more at:
http://mtvernon.wsu.edu/path_team/current_calendar.htm#feb27-2014.
Greetings Hikers and Plant Lovers!
Here is a helpful resource of parks and trails and the plants found therein:
http://www.wnps.org/plant_lists/counties/whatcom/whatcom_county.html

All the Latest MG & Foundation News!
MG Foundation President’s Message
It looks as though March may not come in like a lion. Thankfully so, since February’s winter snowstorm
is not far behind us. A spring snow brings such good moisture that I can almost overlook all the
inconvenience that also comes along. My garden is still greening up under the heavy blanket of snow.
Spring is inevitable. It is hope and renewal. I am ready!
I think Charles Dickens sums this month up in his lovely quote from Great Expectations. “It was one
of those March days when the sun shines hot and the wind blows cold: when it is summer in the light
and winter in the shade.”
But then, this little poem rings true, also. “First a howling blizzard woke us
Then the rain came down to soak us,
And now before the eyes can focus Crocus.
-Lilja Rogers
As gardeners you know, all too well, the work and the delight that lies ahead. Happy March!
Congratulations to the class of 2014. You are all a welcome addition to the Master Gardener Program and Foundation.
Linda Battle, MGF President 2014

MG Foundation General Meeting
March 13, 2014
6:30 pm - general meeting
7:00 pm - social time
7:30 pm - Speaker - Katie Miller

Hellebores will be the subject of our presenter, Katie Miller, on March 13th,
at the Master Gardener Foundation General Meeting. Katie has worked at
Skagit Gardens for 12 years. She earned her Bachelor’s degree in horticulture
at the University of Idaho. Hellebores are perennials which start blooming in
early winter and often last through spring. They are also deer resistant.
Skagit Gardens’ home page is http://www.skagitgardens.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/home.home/index.htm
Their Hooked on Hellebores pamphlet (PFD) is located at http://www.skagitgardens.com/index.cfm/fuseaction/
whatsnew.detail/recID/31/index.htm

MG Foundation Upcoming Speakers
April 10 - Krista Rome will be our presenter at the April 10 Master Gardener Foundation General Meeting,
“Growing Dry Beans and Grains in Your Backyard”. She will focus on what gardeners can do on a backyard or
a homestead scale. Krista is a self taught Whatcom farmer, and has a BS in environmental science. Her focus
is on dry legumes and grain corn as the easiest way to produce a lot of food. She has step-by-step instructions
on selecting varieties, planting, maintenance, harvest, threshing, seed cleaning and storage. She will have an
instruction manual and seeds available.
May 8 - Chris Benedict, Agriculture Agent, WSU Whatcom County Extension Program, will discuss current
agriculture research in the county and his responsibilities at WSU Extension.

MG Mentors Welcome
the Class of 2014

Photos by Andrea Fenwick &
Jean Andreson, MG 2012

The Whatcom County Master Gardener Mentorship Program continues into its second year as the 22 new Master
Gardener students began their classes. Veteran mentors welcomed these new students to the community of Master
Gardeners by sponsoring a luncheon on their first day of class on February 6 at the YWCA Ballroom.
The mentor group consists of veteran Master Gardeners who wish to
assist the students as they progress through their classes and internship,
to make them feel a part of the master gardener organization from the
very beginning. This year’s mentors include: Meilani Obra, Ester
Faber, Jean Andreson, Kathleen Bander, David Keller, Mill Shires,
Jill Cotton, Linda Battle, Julie Turner, Rebekah Snodgrass, Andrea
Fenwick, Jerry Fenwick, Barbara Schickler, Louise Granger, Karen
Gilliam, Linda Berquist, Alicia Lanz, and Alex Burrows.
Angie Kelly
Willow Jones
WELCOME TO ALL THE NEW STUDENTS!

Eriko Kamisasanuki

Lisa Citron

Margaret Kassner

Bill Svoboda

Erin Meier

Jeff Dodson

Tammie Corrigan

Judy Wayt

Christa Russell

MaryAnn Lee

Kate Nichols

Mia Phillips

Michael McKenzie

Ayesha Brookshier

Michael Gamel

Suneeta Eisenberg

Tim Smith

Alasia Canares

Daniel Menck

Linda Burns

How Do You Tell a
Master Gardener from
a Master Gardener
Foundation Member?

by Louise Granger
2nd Vice President
MG Foundation Board

The simplest answer is that you can’t. You don’t need a membership card to be part of the MG Foundation. All MGs are
welcomed to participate in MGF activities.
We have all experienced some degree of confusion and questioning about how MGF interfaces with roles and goals of our
training with MG. This is the first of a series of articles hoping to reduce and simplify the descriptors so we can all speak
the same language. We will hear from some veteran MGs, look at how MG/MGF experiences vary in counties, and how
WSU defines MG and MGF functions. But first let us look at some of the current activities we do in Whatcom Coounty that
shape our MG program and the MGF.
WSU WHATCOM COUNTY EXTENSION MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM

FRUIT TREE
GRAFTING WORKSHOP
L E A R N G R A F T I N G T E C H N I Q U E S A N D T A K E H O ME A F R U I T T R E E

Fr uit Tree Grafting
Saturday- March 22, 2014
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Deming Public Library
5044 Mt Baker Hwy

FREE Workshop

taught by Master Gardeners
Pear & Apple Rootstock provided by
Deming Library Foundation.
Scion Wood provided by
Master Gardener Foundation

Let’s talk money first. The MGF Board oversees fundraising, organizes
activities and dispenses funds. It has a non-profit status. They report
activities at monthly general meetings. They have a Memorandum
of Agreement with WSU through Whatcom County Extension Office
which spells out how we support each other. So we are separate but
connected. The MGF’s primary fundraising activity is the Plant Sale
in May. It is an incredibly large event and is successful only because
of the cooperative efforts of many MGs from January to May. The
earnings are distributed in annually budgeted areas. Since 2011, a
large part has helped fund our MG Coordinator salary. Other areas
of expense include demonstration garden(s), education projects,
soil, seed, plants, signs, and publicity. We pay our insurance and do a
yearly audit. We hold meetings and host speakers the 2nd Thursdays
of most months and tour gardens in the summer months.

The MG Program has
a partnership with
the Foundation which
benefits all. It is more
overlapping
than
separate. Let’s look
at one activity coming
up soon. The Fruit Tree Grafting Workshop occurs March 22nd this year.
Rootstock is purchased as a budget item from MGF. Scion wood is donated
by MGs. The Tenant Lake Interpretive Center site has been used free of
charge due to the Hovander Demonstration Garden work (supported by
MGF). MG educators and volunteers teach the class and collect feedback.
Register at: www.wcls.org or
Call (360) 305–3600

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.

Another wonderful “overlap” is the greenhouse at Hovander. It is owned by
the MGF (with much volunteer help and donations) with a special agreement
with Hovander Park. About 4,000 tomatoes seeds (MGF) are started there
and their production helps to educate new MGs. Four and six inch pots of
tomatoes are put up for sale at the Plant Sale in May. Unsold tomatoes were
provided to Community First Gardens in 2013 or used in other MG projects.
These are two of the areas that have much overlap and are relatively
invisible…they just happen without much fanfare.
Next in this series will be some interviews with MGs involved with MG projects and MGF…Live reporting!

Notes
from the
Plant
Clinic
Digger Spade & Associates,
MG Plant Detective
The client didn’t have anything for us to look at. He did,
however, have problems. It turned out there were three:
1) Parts of his hedge was dying, or dead, 2) Another
section was infested with blackberries, and finally, 3) The
horsetails!
First the hedge. What kind? Some kind of pyramidal
conifer (probably Leyland cypress or arborvitae).
What do the dead parts look like? Dead!
When did it start to die? Last year, one died. This year, the
plants on either side began to fail.
Did the whole plant begin to fail at the same time? Yes, all
the needles turned brown at about the same time.
What kind of soil is it in? Fairly heavy, not well drained
(neither suspect likes wet feet).
Any sign of insects? Hadn’t really looked, but nothing
obvious.
Since we don’t make house calls, the best we can do is give
the client some DIY advice.
The important thing is to find out is: 1) if the problem is a
root disease. If it is, the dead plants shouldn’t be replaced
with the same variety; or 2) if they drowned. The latter,
of course, could lead to the former since disease like
Phytophthora thrive in wet soils.
But if the problem is due to damage above ground, such
as a canker girdling the trunk or insects doing the same, it
might be possible to replace the dead plants.
Though the client hadn’t seen any insects, they could
still be the problem. Spider mites are tiny, best seen
under the microscope, but true to their name, they
produce tiny spidery webs that can be easier to see.

The Case
of the
Hole
In the
Hedge

Since they seem to reproduce
in minutes (actually about 5
days per generation) and drink
needle juice they can turn a
juniper brown quickly. That
would be good news. Mites
can be controlled, soap and oil formulations work but
so can a strong jet of water. They breathe through holes
(spiracles) in their back and can drown pretty quickly. But
the mode of plant death makes mites an unlikely cause.
Usually, parts of the plant would be affected first.
The client needs to check if there is any living tissue in
the cambium layer close to the ground by removing a
small strip of bark. If none, then probably the roots are
compromised and the only way to check that is to dig one
of the plants up and check for living tissue. He needs to
dig them up in any case.
Then what? All the client really wants his his hedge back.
Even if the problem is mites (seems unlikely) the dead
plants need to be removed. If below ground (seems most
likely) he needs to try to improve drainage and replace
with something different. There aren’t any choices with
precisely the same structure and texture. Although some
work is being done to find resistant varieties, none is
available yet. Western red cedar is highly resistant to
Phytophythora (we don’t know that’s the cause) but once
established it can stand wet feet, and it can be sheared.
Lodgepole and Ponderosa pine are also highly resistant.
And Incense cedar is listed as resistant along with Sitka
spruce, Engelmann spruce and Western White pine. Only
the cedar would look anything like a match to the rest of
the hedge.
What about the blackberries and horsetails? Wait for the
next intriguing installment!
Check out this website for more information:
Pacific Northwest Plant Disease Management Handbook
http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/pathogenarticles/pathogens-common-many-plants/oomycetes/
diagnosis-and-control-phytophthora-diseases

Computers to Plants:
Linda Bergquist
It seems that if you’re a Whatcom County Master Gardener, you’ve
probably met Linda Bergquist and seen her at many MG events and
meetings.
What you might not know about this perennially smiling woman is that
she was the first female ever to graduate from Cal Poly in Southern
California. She began her college career at Whittier College, but found
her business course there too unchallenging. Her mother was a college
professor, her father worked for IBM. She had been sitting in on training classes at IBM while still in high school.
So she found the perfect fit at Cal Poly, in spite of the fact that she was the only female in her program: systems
engineering. She says most of her fellow students were older men on the GI bill, and they loved to tease her, telling
risqué jokes she didn’t really understand, and loving the blushes she couldn’t help. Linda fondly remembers these
men as protective of her, in spite of their humor.
Her first job upon graduation was at IBM, and again she was the only female in her training class. She found her trial
by fire at Cal Poly helpful in the business world. She met her husband, Joel, in her training class at IBM.
So where did Linda pick up her love of plants and gardening? From her grandmother, to start. As both her parents
worked, after school she would go to her grandmother’s, who lived nearby. It was there she learned the basics of
gardening, as her grandmother was an avid rose gardener. But that interest lay dormant until she and Joel moved
to Connecticut for Joel’s work. They moved into a brand new house, which sorely needed landscaping and gardens.
In the local paper she saw an ad for the Master Gardener training, and as the kids were in school, decided to enroll in
the class. Little did she know that it would be as challenging as it was, even requiring a Blue Book for the final exam.
Indeed, the curriculum had been so difficult, she was convinced she wouldn’t pass the test. But when she learned
she had, her shock soon morphed into wanting to give back. Linda spent many hours manning the phone, using only
a bank of manuals and the Extension personnel when they were available. Besides a wide knowledge of plants and
gardening, a highlight of her Master Gardening training in Connecticut was the best friend she made, who remains
her best friend to this day.
IBM, at that time, had a 6-year model: its
employees moved every six years. So after 6
years, Linda and Joel left Connecticut and went
to San Jose, CA. They then went on to Paris for
3 years, back to Connecticut for 6 years, then
finally back to San Jose.
Asked how she ended up here in the Northwest,
Linda said that on vacation, her family would
often sail in the San Juans, and came to love
the area. The thought of moving here didn’t
take hold until their daughter visited a friend in
Blaine, and saw Semiahmoo. She knew her Dad
was a golf fanatic, that they loved the area, and
that her father was about to retire. She made
the suggestion and the rest is history.

Linda and Dave Simonson at the 2013 MG Plant Sale

Linda got involved in Master Gardening
here to learn about the local plants.
Her first plan for their new house was
to plant apple and cherry trees by the
score. After learning from the Research
Station how much spraying and upkeep
they required, she wanted plants that
did well in the Northwest with little
upkeep. Based on her experience
in Connecticut, she decided going
through the Master Gardener training
in Whatcom County would help her
learn about local gardening.
It soon became apparent that Linda
had qualities that could be helpful to
the Master Gardening program. Bill
Jennings, once a very active member,
now 90, was instrumental in getting
Linda involved in both the Foundation
Linda helping at the Mentor Luncheon for the 2014 MG Class
Board, and as the Whatcom County
with Linda Battle, Karen Gilliam and Louise Granger
representative for the State Master
Gardeners Foundation. Over the years
she has done it all: Foundation Board (all positions); Plant Sale; Children’s Story Garden Program; Sunflower House;
recruiter; assisting with the grafting clinic; helping with classes; Plant Study Group; Northwest Washington Fair; and
4-H judging.
Much of this was done before the ease of computers and email. “But that’s how I got to know everybody,” says Linda.
As we all know, Linda will do most
anything if it needs to be done.
Important, she says, is getting to
know people so you can match
them to the right job. She prides
herself in “…finding people who are
interested and putting them in the
right place.” The Master Gardening
program in Whatcom County has
been beyond fortunate to have
Linda as an active member.

Linda on a Plant Study Group Tour with Dick McClure, Louise Granger,
Karen Gilliam, Shelley Fishwild, Linda Battle, Mary Carter & Janet Bieber

Last year, Linda was able to visit
her son and family in Australia,
although she got back just in time
for the Plant Sale! Linda’s Mom
will turn 100 this year, and 22
members of the entire clan will
gather in California to celebrate her
centennial birthday.

Asked to describe Linda, most
people would say: “Look for the
smile, then look for the iPad.” We’re all convinced that Linda can find a plant picture faster than anyone else, including
any smart-alecky youngster. And if you’d like to find some great plant apps, Linda’s the one to ask!

Children’s Story Garden Program:
New for 2014
This popular vegetable gardening
program at the Children’s Story
Garden in Hovander Homestead Park
has a new format for 2014. There
will be five Saturday themed classes
in April and May which will include:
•
•
•
•
•

Composting and Making
Worm Bins
Miniature Gardens
Scarecrow Workshop
Bug Buddies
Pumpkin Starts

Most projects can be taken home.
There will also be hands-on vegetable
gardening led by Master Gardeners.
These sessions are on ‘Dig It’
Wednesdays from June to October
so young gardeners experience the
garden from seed to harvest. All
produce from the garden is donated
to the food bank.
This year, each gardening bed will
feature a favorite children’s book.
You will find Peter Rabbit among the
lettuce, Jack climbing the bean stalk
and more.
Also look for Paul Bunyan’s Little
Library – a place to borrow and leave
children’s books.
The fee is $50 per child and adult or a
$60 family rate for an adult and more
than one child.
Registration is now open for this
limited enrollment class. To register
and for more information go to
website: http://whatcom.wsu.edu/
mastergardener/csg.
For more information, contact:
Marilyn Johnson
marmarjohns@comcast.net
360-305-5219
1106 Raymond Street
Bellingham, WA 98229

WSU WHATCOM COUNTY EXTENSION MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM

FRUIT TREE
GRAFTING WORKSHOP
L E A R N G R A F T I N G T E C H N I Q U E S A N D T A K E H O ME A F R U I T T R E E

Fr uit Tree Grafting
Saturday- March 22, 2014
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Deming Public Library
5044 Mt Baker Hwy

FREE Workshop

taught by Master Gardeners
Pear & Apple Rootstock provided by
Deming Library Foundation.
Scion Wood provided by
Master Gardener Foundation

Register at: www.wcls.org or
Call (360) 305–3600

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office.

2014
Events are OPEN to the PUBLIC and FREE!
March 2nd

at 2pm, Sunday

May 4th

at 2pm, Sunday

INTRODUCTION to Gardening Basics of Growing Potatoes
Varieties available for planting, when
in Whatcom County
Planning, climate, soil, and planting
schedule for vegetables & flowers in
Whatcom County. This session also
introduces attendees to the
Washington State University websites
and links for gardeners.

to plant, harvest, and how to store
your potatoes.

April 6th

Weed Identification Garden at
Hovander Homestead Park. The class
includes identification and weed
management suggestions.

at 2pm, Sunday

Soil Preparation

The basics of soil types and soil tests
and best soil amendments.

June 1st

at 2pm, Sunday

WEEDS

Annual Plant Sale
Saturday, May 10, 2014
Hovander Homestead Park
9am - 2pm
The Annual Plant Sale
is a fundraiser for the
Master Gardener Program
for Whatcom County

July 6th

at 2pm, Sunday

All workshops are free
and start at 2pm.
Location of Events:

Hovander Homestead Park
5236 Nielsen Avenue, Ferndale

Tennant Lake Interpretive
Center (Indoors)
March 2, April 6, May 4

Master Gardener
Demonstration Gardens
June 1, July 6, Aug 3, Sept 7

For more information:

Planning & Planting Winter
Vegetables

Take advantage of Whatcom County’s
mild weather and to extend your
growing season by planting winter
vegetables. This class includes a brief
discussion of what grows well in
Whatcom County and when to plant
your winter garden.

August 3rd

at 2pm, Sunday

Growing Garlic

History, growing, harvest, and storage.
Hard neck and soft neck varieties will
be discussed.

September 7th
at 2pm, Sunday

WSU Whatcom County Extension Putting the Garden to Bed
whatcom.wsu.edu • (360) 676-6736, x12

WSU Extension Master Gardener
Program trains volunteers to be
effective community educators in
gardening and environmental
stewardship. Master Gardeners
provide information generated
from research at WSU and other
university systems.

Utilizing cover crops to protect the soil
and fertilize the soil the next spring.

WSU Extension programs and employment are
available to all without discrimination.
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported
through your local WSU Extension office.

Bellingham Food Bank ● Alternatives to Hunger

GARDEN PROJECT
Growing more than vegetables

Apply to partner with the Bellingham Food Bank’s Garden Project in 2014!
The Garden Project is recruiting for garden recipients, mentors and construction volunteers.
What is Bellingham Food Bank’s Garden Project?
Each year, the Garden Project partners with
individuals, families and organizations to build
home vegetable gardens. Throughout
Bellingham, they work to provide the public with
access to knowledge and resources needed to
grow fresh, healthy food. Each year, the Garden
Project builds 25 raised-bed vegetable gardens
for low-income Bellingham residents, free of
charge. They offer local and organic vegetable
seeds and plant starts, cover crop, healthy soil
and compost, basic tools, a comprehensive
growing guide and gardening workshop series.
Garden recipients even receive these resources
for two years. If the participant desires, he or
she will be connected with a gardening mentor to
provide encouragement and assistance
throughout the growing season.

What is the application process?
Applications can found at the Bellingham Food Bank office or online at
http://www.bellinghamfoodbank.org/our_programs/garden_project. Complete all sections of the
application and send as soon as possible. There is a separate application for garden recipients and
garden mentors. If you would like an application sent to you or have any questions, contact the
program coordinator at (360)393-2838 or gardenproject@bellinghamfoodbank.org There’s no
application to be a construction volunteer, just contact the program coordinator.
If you know of anyone who would be interested in participating with the Garden Project,
please help spread the word!
1824 Ellis Street ● Bellingham, WA 98225 ● (360) 393-2838● Fax: (360)676-0410 ● E-mail: gardenproject@bellinghamfoodbank.org

