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From the
Coordinator’s
Desk...
Well, summer seems to have come early. My
raspberry patch and native huckleberries are
bursting already. So delicious.
Lots of good news at the office. We had a successful
first year of our Edible Education Program where
Master Gardeners, trained to work with 3rd & 4th
grade classes, visited schools. Click here for some
photos of MGs in action http://whatcom.wsu.edu/
ch/youth.html.
Clinic continues to be busy. Thanks to all who are
coming in and volunteering. Your service to the
public is tremendous. We are open Monday – Friday,
9am-noon and 1-4pm. It seems that our presence
at the Farmer’s Market is bringing in more clients.
For those of you who know Al McHenry, I wanted
to share an update. Al went in for a routine knee
replacement last month and ended up with some
complications. He is finally home and recovering. If
you wish to send him a card or message, please do.
He is taking a break from his Tuesday clinic shift and
we hope to see him soon.
Mill Shires, Jeff Dodson and I travelled to Snohomish
Extension for an Entomology pinning workshop.
We learned a lot and look forward to improving our
insect collection. (See related article.)
Other news. Alex duPont, Community Horticulture
Assistant, had her last day with us on July 1. She
took a job with WSU Skagit County as the Master
Gardener program coordinator. I’m sad to lose her,
but excited for her and look forward to partnering
and collaborating more with our Skagit MG
neighbors.
Surveying Master Gardeners. In an effort to better
serve our community and network better with each
other, I will be sending out a survey in the coming
weeks. The goal is to find out your strengths and
areas of interest; which lyris emails you keep and
which you don’t and why; who loves composting,
waste reduction and recycling education; who wants
to be better trained in certain areas; and more.
Warmly your coordinator,
Beth
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All the Latest MG & Foundation News!
MG Foundation President’s Message

Full blown, wonderful, vacation time,
company filled, grilling, boating,
camping, picnicking summer season
is here. Oh, and I can’t forget the
gardening aspect; cutting blooms,
picking berries, harvesting veggies,
weeding, pruning, and just enjoying
the loveliness of our gardens and
yards. My wish for each of you,
Master Gardeners, is that your
summer unfolds beautifully and that you take the time to
enjoy each day to its fullest.

gardens was wonderful. The dinner at the Beach Store Cafe
was a culinary delight. Thank you to everyone who attended
and enjoyed the evening.

We have a great garden tour scheduled in July, thanks to
Louise Granger’s efforts. Our tour of Lummi Islands’ Full
Bloom Peony Farm and the Curry Trust public orchards and

To quote Thomas Berry, “Gardening is an active participation
in the deepest mysteries of the universe.” Keep gardening!
Linda Battle, MGF President 2014

August’s Hovander picnic is coming up quickly. I encourage
everyone to attend. Invite a fellow Master Gardener who
hasn’t been to the picnic. It’s a beautiful spot and a good
opportunity to visit with all the MG’s. The food is always so
good, thanks to our amazing fellow gardeners. This year we
are trying out a little fundraising idea of a dessert dash or
dessert auction or a dessert something!!! Be excited. More
info, later.

MG Foundation Summer Tour #2

Gardens of Rebekah Snodgrass & Sandy Needham
Thursday, July 10th, will be a tour of two MG’s gardens in
Bellingham: Rebekah Snodgrass and Sandy Needham. The
evening will start at 6pm at the Snodgrass garden and end
at the Needham garden with coffee provided. Please place
this on your calendar as a pleasant evening with friends, and
a peek at two styles and properties. In addition to gleaning
ideas, we can celebrate their work and creativity. Thank
you, Rebekah and Sandy, for opening your garden gates for
our enjoyment.

First Stop-6:00pm:

hired Carrie to make a cottage for us and she has been in
process for the last 3 years. She has used our project to teach
Cob building and we have had summers of participants
camping out on the property and building our delightful
little “play house”. I haunt the ReStore for stuff (mostly
tile, I have been accused and/or complimented of buying
virtually every piece of colored tile they get in). We used
24 of our biggest Douglas fir, our own clay, and much of the
other materials we salvage and reuse. We hope to finish
up this year and our no-running-water-no-electricity-just-abed-a-table-and-a-stove nest will be ready for use!

Second Stop - 7:00pm:

Another highlight are my 200 or so Koi and Goldfish who
live in my quasi-greenhouse and are housed outside, not in
pretty ponds, but in big tanks and pools. I have gone a little
mad since buying 3 goldfish from Bakerview Nursery about
7 years ago. It is a demanding and fascinating hobby. Who
knew water flow rates could be so intriguing! Please come
and enjoy!”

REBEKAH SNODGRASS, 4022 JONES LANE, BELLINGHAM
WA 98226, 360-220-4647
From the Extension Office it is 5.5 miles: Go R on N. Forest
to E. Holly St. Turn L and continue straight, which becomes
Eldridge Ave., and then becomes Marine Drive. Turn R onto
Jones Ln. 4022 is on the R. Ample parking.
SANDY NEEDHAM, 305 HIGHLAND DRIVE, BELLINGHAM WA
98225, 360-733-7022
From the Extension Office it is 1.3 miles: Go uphill on E.
Laurel St and turn R on N. Garden St., which becomes W.
Campus Way. Turn R on Highland Dr.. 305 is on the left.
(Hillcrest Dr is too far).

Garden Descriptions:

Cob Cottage at Rebekah Snodgrass’
“Four years ago we bought 5 acres on Jones Lane. The
place is an old Christmas tree farm with about 3 acres of
very overgrown fir trees. We fantasized about creating a
mini village of tiny houses all within the county’s 200 sq. ft.
limit. We had been reading about alternative construction
techniques and found to our delight that the partner of a
friend was taking formal training in Cob construction. We

A Sanctuary in the City at Sandy Needham’s
A sanctuary in the city, the Hundred Acre Wood is a natural
treasure spanning half an acre on the South Hill overlooking
Bellingham Bay. The various trails are framed with native
Washington plants and you can almost hear the echoes
of children’s laughter as you venture through this wooded
paradise that has been slowly evolving for over 40 years. The
garden grew and developed along with my children. Now
three generations of our family enjoy this refuge from the
cares of life. You will reach the pinnacle of your experience
as you come upon a scenic waterfall and koi pond with
a breathtaking view of the Bay. You will truly know the
meaning of the term “Feast for the Senses”. Come and look
into my secret garden.

All the Latest MG & Foundation News!
News to Use

Annual August MG Picnic
Date: Thursday, August 14th
Place: Hovander Homestead Park Main Picnic Shelter
(by the Greenhouse)
Time: 6:00 PM to about 8pm (closes at 9pm)
Please join us at our yearly celebration of summer,
camaraderie, success and good harvest for MG and for
us all. This is a POTLUCK picnic at the covered shelter
which has electricity, sinks, a fireplace, tables and room
for children or adult games. Please bring your own
table settings and favorite beverage. We will provide
emergency plates, cups, coffee/tea and utensils, water,
set up and clean up, some entertaining activities (not
yet planned) and, of course, an amazing group of people
to visit with and to congratulate on all their hard work.
Dress for our unpredictable NW weather and cool
evenings.

Cooking with Weeds
Monday, July 7, 7:00 - 8:30 pm.
Cost is $5 (covers the food expenses)
Esther Faber, Whatcom County Master Gardener, will lead
an introduction to four common edible weeds. She plans
to bring weeds in pots so everyone can get to know them.
Then, she will talk about their nutritional and medicinal
qualities and invite people to share what they know, then
add them to the already cooked vegan and gluten free
dishes. And finally, we’ll all enjoy eating them together.
Call the Bellingham Food Co-Op to sign up.

Grand Opening of the Butterfly Garden
EVERYONE IS INVITED! The Grand Opening of the
Butterfly Garden that was created by a group of Whatcom
County Master Gardeners at the North Cascades Health
and Rehabilitation Center will be held on Saturday, July
26, 1:00 - 3:00 pm. More information on the garden
and open house is attached to this newsletter.

Update - Roeder Home Garden MG Team
On Tuesday, July 1st, Shelley Fishwild and the Roeder
Home Team met at the garden to further enhance this
beautiful historic garden with weeding, pruning, and
watering (what we have newly planted).
Have you been by to see and smell the wonderful roses
and see all the orange alstroemeria? It is definitely the
time for the roses!

We meet we on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month. Please join us and bring your tools and a snack
to share during our break if you like.

Volunteering in the Northwest Washington
Fair Open Flower Department
Master Gardeners, do you have an interest in flowers
and need to complete some volunteer hours yet this
year? Volunteer at the Northwest Washington Fair the
Saturday and Sunday prior to the fair and you could
earn some hours.
Beside earning hours you will also learn what is needed
to bring in your flowers to exhibit, and by all means
do bring your flowers in. Volunteers are needed for
accepting exhibits, which happens on Saturday and
Sunday. Then we need some volunteers to help clerk
for the judges on Sunday evening.
Do you belong to a garden club and are interested
in maybe spending a couple of hours in the Flower
Department Information Booth during the week of the
Fair? You can help promote your club as well as answer
questions on flowers that may be asked.
If you are interested in helping in any way,please contact
Cheryl Kahle-Lallas at 360-303-0696 or ckahle@wsu.
edu.

Sound Gardening Conference
September 18-20, Tacoma
Come to Learn, Stay to Play at the Sound Gardening
Conference, September 18-20 in Tacoma. See flyer attached
to this newsletter.
The Master Gardeners of Pierce County have planned a
very full three days of activities for you this year. Attend
all sessions, including the Friday lunch and dinner, and you
will get twelve hours of Continuing Education credits. Take
a tour, and pick up 2-4 more CE hours on Thursday morning
and Saturday afternoon. See the complete listing at our
website: www.pc-wa-mg-conf.org.

Bellingham Food Bank Newsletter
The Garden Beet
The July issue of the Bellingham Food Bank’s Newsletter
is available at http://www.bellinghamfoodbank.org/
documents/Garden_Beet_July_2014.pdf. Lots of good
gardening advice and community events are included.

All the Latest MG & Foundation News!
More News to Use
Peat Moss Update - Kathleen Bander
Some time ago I wrote about the declining availability of
peat moss, once a mainstay of most gardeners. Thankfully,
a few alternatives are beginning to fill the space long held
by peat: by-products of cow waste, and coir ground or
shredded coconut husks.
I thought you might be interested in Snohomish County’s
recent action to protect a rare peat bog from becoming
the site of luxury homes. The Snohomish County Council
voted unanimously to preserve the many acres of peat,
which lives in an acidic, nutrient-poor environment in mats
several yards thick that float in the bog water. Though in
millennia past, there were many more peat bogs, only
a very few of this type of wetland remain. There are an
additional handful in Snohomish and King Counties.
We’ll need another ice age to form new ones!

What’s Wrong With My Plant?
An advanced Master Gardener training workshop on
plant diagnostics with David Deardorff and Kathryn
Wadsworth.
• Friday, October 10, 2014, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm
• WSU-NWREC, Sakuma Auditorium, 16650
Washington 536, Mt Vernon, WA 98273
• Tickets $40 in advance and $50 at the door. Space is
limited.
• Order tickets through www.brownpapertickets.com,
What’s Wrong With My Plant
• Call WSU Skagit Extension 360-428-4270 for more
information.
• The workshop includes hands-on exercises identifying
plants, plant disorders, pests, and diseases. See
http://ext100.wsu.edu/skagit/mg/clinics/ for
information on packaging any samples you might like
to bring. Snacks provided, but please bring your own
lunch.

Asian Longhorned Beetle
WPDN Spring 2014 News
The WPDN Spring 2014 News, http://www.wpdn.
org/webfm_send/515 features the Asian longhorned
beetle (ALB), a pest infesting urban trees and forest
in the Northeast and Midwest. Two new pests have
been found in the Los Angeles CA area: the channeled
apple snail and weeping Ficus thrips. And there a two
new keys for identifying weeds in the western US and

a USDA-CDFA Lucid key for identifying scale insects
and whitefly.

Outbreak of Disease that Impacts Brassicas
A very serious situation has taken place in the
Willamette Valley in Oregon that involves a disease
commonly referred to as black leg (Phoma lingam).
This pathogen can be carried and spread via seed
warranting a serious concern. As five counties in
Northwestern WA produce brassica seed AND several
cash and cover crops (seed produced in Oregon)
could have potentially been infected, I’m asking that
everyone keep an eye out for symptomatic plants.
This is a quarantine disease for Whatcom County, so
please take this seriously. If you think you might have
symptomatic plants please feel free to contact us at
Extension, 360-676-6736 ext. 21, chrisbenedict@wsu.
edu. More information can be found in our June issue
of our newsletter:
http://whatcom.wsu.edu/ag/newsletter.html.

Preserve the Taste of Summer
Washington State University Extension is announcing an
eight-lesson, online food preservation program for anyone
wishing to learn about food preservation and food safety.
Designed for beginners as well as veteran canners who
want to update their knowledge and recipes, “Preserve
the Taste of Summer” provides the most current USDAapproved food preservation recommendations. The
online lessons can be viewed at any time and at the pace
you choose. You will need a computer made in the past
five years and a stable internet connection. Cost is $25
total for all eight lessons. Visit PreserveSummer.cahnrs.
wsu.edu to register. Note: This online course is a prerequisite to the three hands-on classes listed below.
In addition, you can learn how to preserve fresh foods
safely in a series of in-person Wednesday evening
workshops at WSU Snohomish County Extension’s
Evergreen Room in McCollum Park, 600 128th St SE,
Everett.
For more information on the courses, contact Kate
Halstead, WSU Snohomish County Extension Food Safety
Program, Foodsafety.snoco@wsu.edu, (425) 357-6004.

Entomological S.O.S
by Jeff Dodson (MG 2014) & Beth Chisholm (MG 2011)
Anyone who has spent time at the WSU Master Gardener Clinic probably has helped clients with insect identification.
This is prime time for insects. The Clinic receives insects daily but we lack a system for retaining them. It would
be useful and instructive to us as Master gardeners and the public to have a robust insect collection. Beyond our
diagnostic clinic there are many other venues where people are hungry to see hands on specimens. True, we can
pull up photos on the internet for instant identification and examples but there is nothing like being able to show
the real thing. Preserved and properly identified and labeled. Since the departure of our staff entomologist, Todd
Murray our collection has been ignored. It is an old and tired collection. It suffers from damage, incomplete, dated,
not effectively organized and sorely lacking in specimens that we can actually use to educate.
This is where you come in! The Whatcom County public deserves better and so we are calling for all Master Gardeners
to prepare themselves by carrying containers and collecting whenever they go out into the field, garden, forest
or any other place where
insects might be found.
Any closeable containers
will do, for example old
film canisters, jars, vials,
even Ziploc-type baggies
work.
There are even
capped glass containers at
the clinic with which we
can supply you. Once a
specimen is collected it can
be euthanized humanely
by placing it in a freezer
overnight.
The insects are best stored
frozen until they can be
dropped off at the Forest
Street Extension Office.
At the office there will be
plastic baggies that can be
labeled. Please include the
collector’s name, the date
and the city (or nearest
city) where the insects
were collected. Any other extra information you would like to add is optional and appreciated. The collection
container can then be put in the baggie and placed in the freezer in the basement. Any and all insects (and
spiders) are appreciated. There are Master Gardeners trained on how to appropriately classify, pin, label and
display entomological specimens but room for more if you are interested in learning these skills.
This undertaking is led by 2014 Master Gardener interns Jeff Dodson and Christa Russell. With input from Dr.
Merrill Peterson (WWU Biology), Todd Murray (Skamania County Ext) Skagit and Snohomish Ext. offices. If you
would like more information please contact Jeff or Christa.
Entomology Project Objectives:
• Develop an inventory for insects and materials pertinent to the county collection.
• Establish a guide to collecting, pinning, labeling and mounting insect specimens.
• Update the existing signage, individual insect labels and overall organization of the collection.
• Establish specific collections for teaching, exhibition and reference (i.e., “beneficial insects,” “harmful
insects”).

It was a typical day in Clinic and the big questions
were being looked up in the appropriate locations.

You Don’t Have to Cry (at Clinic)
To the tune of: “You Don’t Have To Cry”, performed by Crosby, Stills, Nash and Young, written by Hill,
Jason Staehler, Johansen, David R., Mizrahi, Sylvain.

In the morning when you rise, do you think of clinic and how to solve that plant disease?
Are you thinking of telephones, and if you can retrieve all of those messages?
You are giving… research reality (it was years ago they updated some of it).
In the long run it won’t make you cry, make you crazy or old before your time.
‘Cause to ID… botrytis and mummy berry,
I won’t argue right or wrong, but I had time to look it up!
Chorus:
You don’t have to cry, you can look it u-up!
Check Hortense and Pestsense!
You can look it u-up.
Check on WSU-U-U-U!
In the morning when you rise, do you think of if your diagnosis was correct?
Do you wonder if bugs in bags will escape and populate the offices?
In the long run it won’t make you cry, but stronger and smarter than you were.
And the ID of carpenter ants;
I won’t argue right or wrong but I had time to look it up!
Chorus:
You don’t have to cry, you can look it u-up!
Check Hortense and Pestsense!
You can look it u-up!
Check on WSU-U-U-U.

This is a 70’s song, that I re-worded after a session at Clinic in May.
The clinic is not so daunting (to me) when it is an experience set to
music. ~Louise Granger (MG 2009)

Volunteer(s)
Extraordinaire:
Judy & Jack Boxx
by Kathleen Bander, MG 2012
Judy’s yard looked stunning. As I drove up to
interview her, I wondered if a legion of workers
had been slaving away to produce the exquisite
and fascinating gardens that surrounded her
house.
“None”, she responded when asked what help
she got. It was all her and her husband Jack. She
does the beds, the flowers, and the greenhouse. He
does the lawns and the installation of many of Judy’s
garden projects. The day I visited there was nary a blade
out of place, nor a weed to be seen. There was a good
reason for that.
That day she had hosted not one, but two garden tours. One came
from Seattle. It was the State Garden Club, of which Judy is a member.
She’s active with this organization. Using the expertise she gained from her
years of flower arranging, she acts as a flower judge for the State Club. Over the years, she has earned several
awards for her own arrangements. She’s even helped the National Garden Club with its convention when it took
place in Seattle. It’s quite the gathering, and hosts members from as far away as Mexico, Puerto Rico, and well
as all the U.S. states. Still, Judy finds time to be a member of the
Whatcom Horticultural Society, DUPI (Dig It Up And Put It In),
as well as the Birchwood Garden Club, for which she will
serve as Vice-President next year.
Asked why she kept up in all the groups, she says
that there is nothing better than learning new
things. If there is a workshop or lecture she
thinks will be good, you’ll be sure to see her
there. Demonstrations and hands-on are
her favorites. From her extensive reading
and participation in workshops and
lectures, in every part of her garden you
come across unexpected and delightful
garden art. Judy loves new challenges,
and often will see something she will
attempt to create at home. Her success
rate is phenomenal!
Of special note are the water features in
her garden. They’re numerous, and range
from the large—a water wheel, to burbling
rocks and small ponds. A tour of her garden
can be almost overwhelming, and provide a
gardener with years of possible project ideas
and inspiration!

Born and bred in Bellingham, neither Judy nor Jack wanted to
become farmers, as Judy’s family owned a restaurant and tavern
in Ferndale, and Jack had had enough farm work as a youth in
his family’s strawberry farm. Letting his brother carry on the
Boxx farm, for 7 years they lived in Renton where Jack worked
for the phone company. Besides raising her two children (her
daughter now lives in California and her son lives locally),
Judy worked at many jobs over the years, including a Ferndale
flower shop, and ultimately retired from her 20-year job at a
local bank.
Sounds busy, yes? You haven’t heard the half of it. For years,
Judy would work fulltime all week, then come home and start
working on her other job: catering and doing wedding flowers. She
says she doesn’t know how she did it, but her services were in such
demand she worked most weekends.
During that (long) time, Judy couldn’t do much in her own yard, though she
was itching to. So upon retirement, and in addition to her volunteer work as a School
Board member for Meridian School District (she’d eventually serve 20 years) both she and Jack took the Master
Gardener training. Armed with new knowledge, they attacked their yard, determined to whip it into shape. And
did they! If ever there is a tour of it, rush to sign up. You won’t regret it, believe me.
Asked how active she has been in the Master Gardener program, Judy recounted many trips she took with other
Master Grdeners, including a trip when 20 MGs went to England to see two gardens a day, as well as the Chelsea
Flower Show.
Over the years, she says, there were often bus trips that took Master Gardeners on local excursions to see the
many interesting garden or agriculture related locations. She credits these trips with keeping Master Gardeners
together, keeping them interested, and allowing them to have fun while at the same time giving them an
opportunity to learn new things. She emphasizes that gardening has to have its fun element.
Judy would like to see more workshops and field
could, with gentle nudging, be talked into
Judy and Jack were honored last year
award by the Master Gardeners
participation over the many
involved. Without them, the

trips for Master Gardeners. I think she
giving a workshop or two herself.
with the Broken Shovel
for their outstanding
years they’ve been
new greenhouse at
Hovander wouldn’t
have been possible,
and their help in
the
Children’s
Garden
was
invaluable. Their
contributions
over the years
in both time and
resources are the
true definition of
volunteerism.
And remember:
Don’t
pass up an opportunity to
tour their garden!

The Case
of the
Dreaded D

Notes
from the
Plant
Clinic

Last fall, several clients came in
because they were finding fall
raspberries infested with little
white worms. They were the
Digger Spade & Associates,
progeny of the Spotted Wing
Drosophila, a recently arrived pest
MG Plant Detective
and a major challenge to the soft
fruit growers of Whatcom County.
The questions were all the same, “What can I do to get rid of these pests?” The fact that the infested fruit probably
was nutritionally better balanced didn’t make it more appealing despite the urging of the UN that we eat insects
instead of red meat.
The short answer to the clients’ questions was, “Not much; or more than you may care to,” but we’ll get to that later.
First, as is always the case, it is important to “Know Thine Enemy.” And we know a good deal.
http://mastergardener.wsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/SpottedWingDrosophilaMay2011FINAL.pdf?78857a
Knowing for sure that you’re dealing with the Spotted invader requires catching some of the males (females don’t
have spots on their wings). Traps with cider vinegar and a drop of scentless soup is a good way to get a sample.
It’s important to know that the fly has 8-10 generations per year so even though only a few get through the winter,
by the time fall soft fruits are ripening, there can be a lot to deal with. In essence, the problem begins as soon as
there are fruits for eggs to be inserted into. Another is that, unlike other fruit flies, it will deposit its eggs into fruit
just beginning to ripen so that the larvae develop along with the fruit. There are quite a few insecticides available
for home owners to use against fruit flies but they only deal with the insect, not the larvae, and they are lethal to
bees and other beneficial insects. So using them on raspberries and blackberries, which still have flowers, isn’t a
good idea. As with other pests, good housekeeping is very helpful. Picking all the ripe berries daily helps, as well as
disposing of those that are infested by squishing them to kill the larvae. Don’t just put them in the compost. Picking
up fallen fruit helps too.
If you have strawberries, June-bearing raspberries or blueberries, you need to monitor them and do the same kind
of housekeeping. The infested fruit shows small scars where eggs were laid. If the generations of flies that begin
in these crops are reduced, the fall infestation may be reduced too. But don’t forget the stone fruit - they too are
targeted.
Bottom line: if you don’t fancy doing all of these things, don’t just leave your raspberry patch for the flies to revel in.
Remove it and help the commercial growers manage the problem.
Recently, Daniel Marenda of Drexel University and his son Simon, in a middle school science project, showed that
Truvia, an artificial sweetener, is toxic to Drosophila and they really like it. The active component is erythritol, a sugar
alcohol, which is safe for human consumption. This raises the possibility that a pesticide may be developed that is
safer for other insects and, as important, for us. But it’s a long way from the lab to the garden.
http://www.natureworldnews.com/articles/7409/20140605/artificial-sweetener-truvia-kills-fruit-flies-study-finds.
htm

July and August
MG Volunteer
Opportunities
Hovander Demonstration Gardens – Wednesday morning
work parties (9am-noon) – Clean up around farmhouse
and garden beds, pot up plants at Old Greenhouse, work
on demonstration gardens - Contact David Simonson,
Davids98226@aol.com or Loretta Hogg, lrhogg@yahoo.
com.
Diagnostic Plant Clinic – Located at the WSU Extension
office. Master Gardener volunteer educators are available
regularly during the gardening season to answer questions
with research-based information about what to do to
prevent problems. Sign-up on Google Calendar. Contact
Beth Chisholm, beth.chisholm@wsu.edu.
Roeder Home Landscape Education and Care – Meeting
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month in the afternoons
(1-4pm) - Contact Shelley Fishwild, sf4kf@comcast.net.
Hovander Summer Workshop Series – Need volunteers to
help with setting up and breaking down of event. These
workshop are free and open to the public. Sunday, 2pm. –
Contact John Dewing, 2dewings@comcast.net.
July 6th – Planning & Planting Winter Vegetables
August 3rd - Growing Garlic

provide a forum for the teaching and learning of
practical skills that improve our community’s resilience
by increasing self-sufficiency. Years ago, lots of people
knew how to repair and sharpen tools, make a braided
rug, raise chickens, make soap, build a fence, make
simple toys, and much more. While those skills are no
longer essential in our modern world, learning to do-ityourself brings satisfaction, helps families to save money
and strengthens our community. Put all those skills
into a package with hot local musical talent, tasty local
food, a local brewery beer garden and sunny August
weather at beautiful Hovander Park and you have a
family-friendly, must-go summer weekend destination.
Request for volunteer educators - The Skillshare Faire
would love to have some WSU extension demonstrations
and presentations represented at the Faire this year.
For more information, contact Alicia Wills at admin@
whatcomskillsharefaire.org or 360-715-1259. Or to
register to present: http://whatcomskillsharefaire.org/
share-your-skills/.
WE GROW Garden
Youth run MARKET STAND OPENING!
Tuesdays throughout the summer 2-4pm
Northwest Youth Services
1020 N State St., just down from the Herald Building
All proceeds go back into the NWYS WE GROW seed to
market program. Locally Grow By Youth, Pesticide Free!!

Bellingham Farmer’s Market Booth, July 19 – Monthly
educational garden booth, the 3rd Saturday of each
month (May – September). – July 19 booth theme – Plant
pathology and diseases. Contact Beth Chisholm, beth.
chisholm@wsu.edu. August 16 and September 20 are
upcoming dates for the Farmer’s Market Booth.
Northwest Washington Fair – Master Gardener educational
booth on Composting and Vermiculture. NW WA State
Fair Planning Committee will start collecting and creating
content for the booth in July. We will also be needing
volunteers to cover shifts at the fair, during August 11 – 16.
Contact Beth Chisholm, beth.chisholm@wsu.edu.
Composting Demonstrations – Help maintain a
demonstration site, give a home composting and recycling
presentation, staff a booth for an upcoming event, design
displays for a variety of events, or help neighborhoods or
community gardens set up home composting projects on
their own site. – Contact Beth Chisholm, beth.chisholm@
wsu.edu.
The 3rd Annual Whatcom Skillshare Faire - August 2324th at Hovander Homestead Park in Ferndale, WA. Faire
features two days of practical old-timey and new-fangled skill
demonstrations, all offered by local residents. The focus is to

Sterking Paz & Faith Lutheran Community Gardens
Looking for Volunteers! Birchwood Neighborhood
Garden locations: http://whatcom.wsu.ch/cg.html
Faith Lutheran is looking for volunteers for a variety
of different jobs - fromo work party help to rotating
harvesters, to general weeding. Contact 733-3970,
jessie.twigg-harris@faithbellingham.org or Ed Wood,
647-5770, oldwoodpile@comcast.net.
Sterling Paz garden is open on Tuesday and/or Thursday
evenings. Contact Beth, beth.chisholm@wsu.edu,
for more info. This garden is utilized by the Sterling
Meadows Housing complex where 50 migrant farm
worker families live. Many children come to the garden.

The Sound Gardening Conference
September 18 – 20, 2014
Tacoma, Washington
presented by
The Pierce County Master Gardener Foundation
3 Days of Activities!
Continuing Education Credits Galore!
Enjoy Tacoma's Museums and Attractions!
Meet Your Fellow Master Gardeners!
Visit our website for schedules and details: www.pc-wa-mg-conf.org
Got a question? We have answers! MGFPC@yahoo.com

Don't Delay!
Time is running out!
MG Early registration
pricing ends June 30!
Hurry before it's too late!
Registration opens to the public and pricing
goes up at the stroke of July 1.

