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From the
Coordinator’s
Desk...
What a fantastic summer! I hope you all enjoyed the
beautiful Whatcom County weather. In late August I
visited family in Wisconsin and spend time at the family
cabin in the woods - spent time fishing, swimming and
canoeing the small lake lined with native cranberries.
Glad to be back in the Northwest where the bugs are
few and humidity is scarce.
August was full of great local events. Our State Master
Gardener Interim Program Leader, Nicole Martini,
toured Puget Sound Counties and stopped into
Whatcom on August 22. We visited Hovander gardens
and she was very impressed with the demo gardens.
She especially liked the signage and labeling. Nice job
to all of our dedicated Hovander volunteers!!
Whatcom County Master Gardeners were once again
at the NW Washington Fair answering questions and
educating fairgoers on composting. Special thanks to
Rebekah Snodgrass, Mia Phillips and Mary Ann Lee for
all their hard work and creativity in putting together a
great education display for this year’s compost theme.
Thanks to the volunteers who worked at the NW
Washington Fair: Angelika Schlager, Willow Jones,
Susan Eidger Blum, Johanna Anderson, Jeff Dodson,
Dave Kellar, Angie Kelly, Dawn La Turco, James Berg,
Charly Moore, Barb Curry, Sheila Reid, Alice Wales, Mia
Phillips, Janet Beiber, Linda Berquist, Kate Nicholes,
Ken Malseed, Linda Burns, Thomas St Onge, Margaret
Kassner, and TJ Balback.
Looking ahead to September & October. Graduation is
just around the corner. (INTERNS please read attached
information.)
SAVE THE DATE
Advanced Training is set for October 31 at St. Luke’s
Community Health center (same place as last year—it’s
free!) Yes, that’s right - a Halloween full of continuing
education. Stay tuned for training details and contact
Beth Chihsolm if you can help with planning during
the month of October.
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All the Latest MG & Foundation News!
MG Foundation President’s Message
It is hard for me to believe this glorious, sun drenched summer is ending. It seems as if it wasn’t
too long ago I was waiting for my soil to warm up. Maybe it’s true that the older you get the faster
time goes. I’d love to hear some input on this from those both older and younger.
Fall is in the air. My tomatoes are still going gangbusters but many of my flowers are fading.
I’m always ready for the next season and all the amazing changes that go with that. Fall means
the pumpkin patch at Hovander is ready for kids! It also means that beds will be prepared for
their winter’s rest. It also brings a slow down in the transformative work that is occurring at the
Roeder home. Fall means community gardens are winding down or shifting gears, schools and
classes are starting, Advanced training is approaching and there is a new class of MG’s and a new Board. October 9th
at 6:00 pm, we will meet at the YWCA for graduation of the class of 2014 and presentation of the new slate for the
Whatcom MG Foundation Board. Hope you can all attend. It is always a pretty fabulous potluck, too.
There are many people to thank for all our programs, classes, and the incredible amount of volunteer hours that help
make the Whatcom County Master Gardener Program a success. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
There is always a need for new MG’s to step forward and volunteer for a myriad of jobs. If you have a specific skill or
just a willingness to help in any area, please contact Beth, or any of the board, or any MG. There are so many ways to
help: newsletter, public relations, fundraising, board positions, and even helping with graduation set up and clean up,
and the list goes on. Please consider stepping up.
“Autumn........the year’s last, loveliest smile.”

William Bryant

Linda Battle, MGF President 2014

MG News to Use
Congratulation to the New MG Foundation Board

The 2014-2015 proposed slate of officers for Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation is: President - Linda
Battle, 1st Vice President - Kathleen Bander, 2nd Vice President - Barbara Schickler, Secretary - Shelley Fishwilde,
Treasurer - Sandy Keathly, Members at large - Julie Turner & David Kellar.
At the September 11th General Meeting, the above slate was voted and approved by all members present. The new
slate will be presented at the October 9th graduation and meeting.

Upcoming Events
•

SAVE THE DATE - Master Gardener Advanced Training, October 31

•

Saturday, September 13th, Sustainable Connections Food & Farming Tour - Master Gardeners will be at Cloud Mt.
Farm Center. Stop in and visit.

•

Sept. 27th, Bellingham Farmer’s Market Booth - theme for the month is COMMUNITY GARDENS! Our booth will
be the starting point for the 3rd annual community garden tour.

•

Community First Garden Tour & Farm Fund Event, September 27

•

September 18-20 - Master Gardener State Conference, Puyallup

•

Sustainable Landscaping Class, September 16 – October 2 (class is full)

•

Insect Collection Project is in need of help to further organize, categorize, and flush out effective methods for
storing, preserving, and displaying the Whatcom County Master Gardener insect collection.

All the Latest MG & Foundation News!
More MG News to Use
Join the Roeder Home Team

Where has the summer gone!? Gardening chores are winding down, yet the weeds continue to grow. I hope your
gardens are showing you the results of your labors.
This Tuesday, September 16t, we will be meeting at the Roeder Home Garden from 1:00 to 4:00 pm to weed, prune,
and water where needed. I think it is time to cut back the peonies. We need to decide how to hold the tuberous
begonias for next year. If we all take some home to store, we might be able to use them again next year.
Soon, we will meet with the parks administration to plan our Open House for next April when we will hold a small
plant sale to promote our Hovander plant sale. I will let you know the date so you can help out.
So, bring your tools and snack to share and join in the fun on Tuesday at Roeder!.(Have you found all 47 signs identifying
our demonstration plants yet?)
See you then! Shelley Fishwilde and the Roeder Home Team

Fun Activities, Anyone?

It’s time to plan ahead. Many Master Gardeners have told me about field trips, workshops, and other fun gardening
activities that in the past were offered regularly. As one veteran states emphatically, “We need a better mix of fun
and work as Master Gardeners!”
So here are some suggestions, and if you have any that might work, please pass them on:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Visit to mushroom grower
Visit to herb grower
Visit to seed grower
Visit to greenhouse flower grower
Inside a plant nursery
The Mt. Vernon Research tour
Inside Joe’s Garden

•
•
•
•
•
•

Designing the ultimate vegetable garden
A tour of a CSA farm
The Veteran Garden
Gardens, gardening in Vancouver, BC
Visit to WWU apiary
Holiday presents from the garden

Your Board would love to put together some good activities, so let us know what you think, or if you have any fun
ideas.

Pictures from the NW Washington Fair

2014 MG
Class Graduation

Class Graduation Celebration

2014 MG Class Graduation
October 9, 6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
YWCA Ballroom Bellingham
1026 N. Forest St.
Bellingham, WA 98225
6:30 pm - 7:00 pm Potluck Meal
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Program
8:00 pm - 8:30 pm Mingle & Wrap-Up
Parking: Street parking or use
the WSU Extension lot.

• Welcome - Chris Benedict/Beth Chisholm
• Special Recognition Awards - Chris Benedict
• Slide Show Presentation - projects & volunteer
recognition • Recognition of Graduates - receipt of certificates &
badges - Beth Chisholm/Chris Benedict
• Master Gardener Foundation Awards - Broken Shovel & John Van Miert awards
• New Foundation Board - members introduced

Special Note to Graduates: 2014 MG Class
Graduation Requirements
1. 60 hours of volunteering completed and entered
into the volunteer database. See Beth if you need
assistance or have questions.
2. Send Beth, via email, a brief project report and
photos to share at graduation. Beth will be doing
a slide show highlighting your efforts of the past 6
months.
3. At graduation, you will receive the following:
• 2013 printed directory of Whatcom County
Master Gardeners
• Rebate Form to fill out upon graduation
• Master Gardener Foundation Invite

The Irrepressible Barbara
by Kathleen Bander
The Irrespressible Barbara - These words describe
one of our Master Gardener volunteers: exhilarant,
dynamic, lively, peppy, and above all else, enthusiastic.
She welcomes new challenges, and seeks out new learning
experiences regularly.
The good news is that this volunteer will soon lend her
talents and abilities to the Master Gardener Foundation
Board, replacing Louise Granger, and taking on the job of
finding speakers and activities for Board meetings.
Barbara Schlicker’s first words to me were: “We need to
do more fun things as Master Gardeners. All work doesn’t
work!” She backs up her suggestion with a myriad of
possible fun activities that she’ll share with the Board. Her
desire for more fun echoes the lament of several veteran
Master Gardeners who remember a time of more fun. Be
assured, if it’s up to Barbara, stay tuned!
So where did this whirlwind come from? She hails from
Rochester, NY, one of eight children, and vividly remembers
how much fun it was riding in her father’s truck every
week when he brought vegetables to the Farmer’s Market
to sell. Though he was raised on the farm, even after a
move to the suburbs her father continued to be connected
to the farm. Barbara’s glad about that, “I’m convinced that
I must have inherited my love of vegetable gardening from
him.”
At age 22 Barbara left New York, taking Canadian Highway
1 to Vancouver, then down I-5 to San Francisco, where she
fell in love with the city and settled. She soon finished her

BA in Anthropology at San Francisco State University. Soon
after this, she decided on nursing as her chosen career,
studying at the University of San Francisco and getting
both her B.S. and Masters in Nursing.
Shortly after she started working as an on-call nurse in San
Francisco, she met her future husband, Sandy. By then
she had decided what she really wanted to specialize in—
midwifery-- but the program she wanted was at Rutgers,
so she temporarily re-located and finished her Masters
in Midwifery there. Upon her return she and Sandy were
finally married.
Barb and Sandy moved to Modesto when Sandy accepted
the position of Attending Physician in the Residency
program. Their plan was to stay for 5 years. They stayed
for 15. As Barb says, “We got enmeshed in life in Modesto,
had three kids, and grew to love it.”
Not all was rosy, however. Barbara started working as a
midwife, in Modesto, but at that time the local hospital
didn’t allow her to have hospital privileges. After a 4-year
struggle, she finally was the first midwife given those
privileges. She was the midwife in 2,000 births!
On a family trip to Vancouver’s World Fair in 1988 they
came through Bellingham, and a subsequent 2-day
exploration resulted in them purchasing property, “on
a whim, almost.” It would be 8 years before they finally
moved up to Bellingham, though they made many trips up
to begin building their home.

gardens, tours, demonstration gardens, Hovander, and
school programs. Lastly, and so unexpected, was the
personal connection with fellow students who became
good friends. It was almost a cosmic thing!” Barb says
a trip to Guatemala with MG friends was a highlight of
this year.
Back to the fun activities. Barb wants to see the MG
program grow into an exciting venue for new and veteran
MGs alike. She will concentrate of getting pertinent and
interesting presentations. She gladly welcomes what she
sees is a groundswell of interest in more fun activities.
“There’s hardly an end to what’s possible. Fieldtrips,
workshops, friendly competitions….it’s a needed and
essential piece to a vibrant program.”

Once in Bellingham, Barbara again found that Nurse
Midwives did not have hospital privileges. She fought
the good fight all over again, though as she says, “It was
easier this time.” For the rest of her career she worked
at Bellingham OB/GYN. This time she was the midwife in
1,500 births!
During her career, and while raising her children, Barb
had little time to explore other interests. But immediately
upon retiring she enrolled in the Master Gardener
program, completing it in 2012.
Asked what stood out during the training, Barb replies:
“First was the availability and access of information
through WSU. I also welcomed the connection to

Gardening is only one of Barbara’s passions. She is an
accomplished artist, and a juried member of the NW
Collage Society. She travels to Seattle often to see
a daughter and one of her grandchildren. Another
daughter is pregnant with her second child, and lives
in Ohio, where Barb is headed when the birth is near,
sometime in October/November. Her son is in medical
school in New York.
Next year in August/September Barb and Sandy will be
travelling to Iceland and Finland to celebrate Sandy’s
birthday. All the impending trips make her anxious to
start with planning for the MG program. For now it’s
only ideas, but anyone who knows Barb knows it will
inevitably take solid form. I, for one, am anxious to hear
about all the plans.

The Education of
a Gardener
by Russell Page
Penguin Books 1985
A Book Review
by Barbara DeFreytas
Russell Page became a professional garden
designer in 1928. He designed a great variety of
gardens in Europe, the Middle East, North and
South America, from cottage gardens, to town
gardens to public gardens. He died in 1985. He
is one of those classically trained gardeners for
which England is so famous.
Early on he was influenced by Gertrude Jekyll and
Edwin Lutyens. Later, his designs were modified by
the formality of French painting and the sculptural
approach of the Italian tradition. He addressed a
design problem as an artist composing a painting,
focusing on the relationships of the objects in the
scene. All objects have color, texture and form
which effects the total composition, sometimes
harmonious, or dramatic or subdued or maybe
even strident but always aiming to be a work of
art.
He would probably be scandalized by my own
hodge-podge of a garden. He was a connoisseur
of good taste and high style, always keeping in
mind the soil conditions, geography, topography
and the needs and desires of the client. Would
that all garden designers were so tuned in. I am
reminded of the HGTV and DIY network high
profile gardeners who create the ultimate garden
in your back yard. Often the yard begins as weed

patch but by the time they finish, in a record
amount of time, I might add, it has a water
feature, a deck and a garden of plants. My
question is whether the homeowner will now
suddenly become a gardener and care for all
of this as it should be. It often seems that the
garden is labor intensive which will need a bevy of
gardeners to care for and sometimes even
designed with totally unsuitable plants.
I found myself looking more carefully at my own
garden with a more artistic eye, after reading this
book. Thank you Russell Page for adding to my
sense of style and to the knowledge I already
have as a Master Gardener. My garden is now
more beautiful than ever before.

