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Beth Chisholm

H

appy end of summer! What a great time of year to

return to some familiar routines with family and school and
relish the great weather and ample harvest time. The Eclipse
happened on a
work day and we
managed to view it
from our parking
lot.
The 2017 MG
interns are busy
getting their final
requirements for
graduation
complete. Thank
you to all veteran
volunteers who
have offered support and guidance this summer.
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Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation

The Annual Graduation and Awards Banquet is
October 12th at the Bellingham YWCA Ball
Room.

ROLE The Master Gardener Foundation of Whatcom
County supports the MG program with fundraising and
provides information about home horticulture to the
public through a demonstration garden, lectures and
home gardening advice.

All Master Gardeners and Master Composters are welcome. Bring
family and friends to celebrate a season of learning and service.

MG FOUNDATION BOARD

5:30 p.m.
Social Half Hour
6:00 - 6:45 p.m. Dinner: Potluck style (Beverages provided)
6:45 - 7:30 p.m. Presentation and awards

President:
Harriet Arkely
1st VP:
Kay Fast
2nd VPs:
Kathleen Bander & Barb Schickler
Secretary:
Kathy Barrett
Treasurer:
Marilyn Glenn
Members at Large: Barb King & Mill Shires
Representative to State Foundation: Sandy Keathley

The WEEDER’S DIGEST is the monthly newsletter
of the Whatcom County Master Gardener
Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please
submit to Cristina Airado. Limit to 600 or fewer
words and include a photo. Editors reserve the
right to edit for content and formatting.
Extension programs and employment are available
to all without discrimination. Evidence of
noncompliance may be reported through your
local Extension Office.

2017 Master Gardener Recognition Awards: Call for nominations!
Each year Whatcom MG volunteers recognize a fellow volunteer who has gone above and beyond in service to our
community. As we near the end of 2017 we give you a chance to nominate a fellow volunteer that you think is
deserving in one of the following awards.

The Recognition Awards
• John Van Miert Master Gardener of the Year
• Broken Shovel Award
• Barker/ McHenry Diagnostician Award
How to nominate someone:
1. Provide your name and the year you became a Master Gardener
2. Provide the name of person you are nominating and your reasons. Submit
your nomination via email to MGF President Harriet Arkley:
harrietarkley@gmail.com or Community Horticulture assistant Cristina
Airado cristina.airado@wsu.edu by September 25.

Winners will be announced at the Annual Graduation and Awards Banquet on
October 12.

The John Van Miert Master Gardener of the Year Award
The Master Gardener of the Year Award has been awarded to an outstanding
volunteer who has gone above and beyond the volunteer requirements for many years. Extraordinary service,
dedication, contributions of time and effort, and compassion to their fellow Master Gardeners and the community in
which we live are defining qualities of award recipients. There is an esteemed list of past recipients.
Past recipients: John Van Miert 2002 • Karen Gilliam 2003 • David Simonson 2004 • Jill Cotton 2005 • Chris Hurst
2006 • Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 2007 • Diane Rapoza 2008 • Linda Bergquist 2009 • Richard Steele 2010 • Dick Porter
2011 • Loretta Hogg 2012 • Judy and Jack Boxx 2013 • Harriet Arkley 2014 • Bob Barker 2015 • Sandy Keathley 2016

Broken Shovel Award
This award was inspired by the stash of broken shovels found under the benches in the old greenhouse at
Hovander. This award goes to an individual who has worked tirelessly in the demonstrations gardens (Hovander or
Roeder), showing lots of hard work but not necessarily longevity in the program.
Past Recipients: Harriet Arkley 2012 • Louise Granger 2013 • Shelley Fishwild 2014 • David Keller 2015 • John Dewing
2016

Barker McHenry Clinic Diagnostician Award
The WSU Master Gardener Program started in 1973 as a plant clinic and garden hotline for home gardeners in King
County. The free diagnostic clinic continues to be a cornerstone to this national program. In 2014 Whatcom Master
Gardeners started to recognized outstanding clinicians who provide leadership, education and service to our
community and fellow Master Gardener volunteers.

Past recipients: Mill Shires 2014 • Jeff Dodson 2015 • Jill Cotton 2016

Master Gardeners Foundation
President’s Message

Y

our Foundation Board has exciting news to share.

We have agreed to purchase a greenhouse ‘kit’ that will replace our dear
old but falling down greenhouse. All that is holding up the purchase is the final
okay from Whatcom Parks and Recreation. “Shovels up” to Karen Gilliam and
David Keller for bringing forward this proposal.
Secondly, we will be purchasing 50 new two-sided yard signs to use when it is
time to advertise our annual plant sale. The current supply was inadequate
and we have learned that these signs are a very effective way to let our friends
and neighbors know about the sale. A round of applause to Marla Rodgers and
Barbara King for getting this work done.
And finally, we are asking you to…….

SAVE THE DATE:

NOVEMBER 9
MORE NEWS TO FOLLOW
(CURIOUS? GOOD!)
Happy Harvesting,
Harriet Arkley, MGF President // harrietarkley@gmail.com
P.S. Remember, we meet the first Thursday of the month in the Extension Office at 10 a.m. You are always
welcome. Want something on the agenda? Let me know. To read the most recent Board minutes and treasurer’s
report go to: whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/mgfoundation.html

Master Gardeners Foundation Mission
The Master Gardeners Foundation of Whatcom County supports the Master Gardeners program with fundraising and
provides information about home horticulture to the public through demonstration gardens, lectures and home
gardening advice. The funds managed by the Foundation support outreach activities, the Master Gardener coordinator,
the demonstration gardens, and monthly on-going educational meetings and events.

Meet Kathy Barrett
Foundation Board Member: Secretary

A

fter 16 years of living overseas and with the birth of our first grandchild and
number two on the way, my husband and I decided it was a good time to retire
and return to the USA. Our boys had discovered the northwest and we happily joined
them in Bellingham in 2005. We bought an old house and in 2006 set about restoring it
and that meant the yard as well. That’s where my connection with the MGs began. I saw
an article in the Herald that the 2007 class was about to begin and I signed up. I wanted
to learn all I could about gardening in our area of Whatcom County and the class
seemed like a good idea.
Through the program, I volunteered at Hovander in 2007 and have returned every
spring since then. I loved Wednesdays out there. I got to work with a great group of
people and was
always learning.
I initially worked in the annual garden around
the Hovander house. Then I moved onto the
Children’s Garden and enjoyed working with
Harriet Arkley as co-chairs. I loved seeing the
families who were part of the Veggie Patrol.
Watching kids light up as they learned about
how plants grow, took responsibility for the
garden’s success, and finally harvested their
efforts couldn’t get any better. Now, I
volunteer in the CSG and serve as secretary for
the Master Gardener Foundation. So glad I
came across that article in the paper
advertising the start of that MG class in 2007! Kathy Barrett

Foundation Board Meetings
*Meetings will resume in September*
1st Thursday of each month
10am-12pm, Extension Office

Foundation Board Members
President: Harriet Arkley
1st VP: Kay Fast
2nd VPs: Kathleen Bander &
Barbara Schickler
Treasurer: Marilyn Glenn
Secretary: Kathy Barrett
At-Large: Barbara King & Mill Shires
State Rep: Sandy Keathley

Master Gardeners Program News
News from Hovander
By the numbers
The hot, dry summer was a challenge for Hovander
demonstration garden volunteers to maintain the
many garden projects. For the month of August we
had 178 volunteers providing 534 hours at the
Wednesday workdays. We donated 789 pounds of
produce to the Ferndale Food Bank.
Perhaps more important than these statistics—we not
only provide the public with education regarding
home gardening, but provide an aesthetically pleasant
experience to the hundreds of visitors who view our
carefully planned and maintained projects.

Weekly Wednesday workdays will continue
until the middle of October. Join us for the
“Hovander experience!”
David Simonson
davids98226@aol.com

Proposal for an additional Hovander
Native Plant Garden
Ideas are brewing… change is good.
Kendra Bradford (MG 2003), has been the Native Plant Demo
garden coordinator since 2004, and along with countless MGs,
she has tended to the plants at the current native plant
garden. The area reached its free-to-grow stage and is more
than fully established as a habitat nook.
The current location of this demo area is almost invisible, just
off the grass path leading to the bathrooms. This site is shaded
by large trees, encroached on by fast growing native shrubs,
sloped, and often traveled through by children playing in the
warren of shrubs and trees. The signage is difficult to maintain
and plant ID can be a challenge.
The proposal idea is to establish a specimen native garden,
similar to what the weed garden looks like. By creating a new
native plant specimen garden in closer proximity to the other
demo garden areas, it will serve more visitors and create
educational opportunities for visitors.
The old garden will remain intact. The proposed garden will be
small, with 24 species. This will allow easier signage of plants
and easier identification by visitors.
Proposed plant List
Ground cover: beach strawberry, fringecup, kinnikinnick, sorrel,
wild ginger, violet, star flowered false lily of the valley, nodding
onion. Low plants: sword fern, deer fern, columbine, iris, dull
Oregon grape, Solomon’s seal, slough sedge, camas. Shrubs:
evergreen huckleberry, salal, red huckleberry, Indian plum, red
flowering current black twinberry, mock orange
Kendra has worked with many MG volunteers over the years,
mostly on Saturdays. She knows there is a great deal of
interest in native plants by Master Gardeners and within the
community at large. An environmentally friendly garden that
clearly displays the more easy to grow and ornamental native
plants would be an educational addition to our Demo Gardens.
Planning and approval is underway. Stay tuned as we move
forward with the proposal .

Volunteer News, Opportunities, & Events
Master Composter/Recycler Volunteers
Master Composter Recycler volunteers have been working in a variety of locations this summer.
Ken Malseed delivered compost from Hovander to Sterling and Faith Lutheran community gardens.
Deanne Perler built a worm bin for Harmony Elementary school and will be assisting students and staff
so they can to compost foodscraps.
Nancy Lewis will be assisting Sumas
NW Washington Fair Booth:
Elementary with composting and waste education. Linda
Boblett (Master Gardener & Master Composter/ Recycler)
THANK YOU !
started working with the newest community garden in
What a great fair week we had. Thanks to all the
Sudden Valley. This large garden will compost onsite. She
will help set up a system and provide workshops.
Janet Bieber
Bill Attebery
Marilyn
Johnson
Lise Adcock
Greenhouse Propagation
Linda Versage
Sarah Hardman
The greenhouse propagation team met the challenges of
Laura
Watson
Ingrid Judson
summer heat head on and did not give up. The newly
Barbara
Curry
Gretchen Kulpa
propagated plants are now resting at the old green house
Patricia Paul
Dawn La Turco
and will be dispersed for the winter. The team is busy
Alice
Wales
Satira Brunnemer
creating a winter plan and goals for next spring.
Linda Cline
Kate Nichols
Bonnie LeVan
John Dewing
Linda Boblett
Bern Zuzarte
June Jagger
Johanna Anderson
Barb Clearman
Mary Carlson
Judy Kasper
Sue Tuxill
Katie Welch
Elisabeth Bays
Helen Birch
Thomas St Onge

volunteers who worked at our Master Gardener booth:
Special thanks to the planning team. As new 2017 MG
interns: you did an amazing job of pulling it all together!
Above: Master Gardeners: Vic Knox, April Bader, Sandy
McKenna, and Karen Gilliam

Team members this year include: Linda Cline, Barb

Volunteer News, Opportunities, & Events
September Events
Sept 6th

MG intern and dahlia expert Gretchen Kulpa talks dahlias at the Birchwood Garden Club meeting.
7 p.m. at Whatcom Museum Rotunda Room (2nd floor)

Sept 9th

We are excited to announce that we will have an Master Composter/
Recycler booth at this year’s Whatcom County Farm Tour – one of the
premier events of September Eat Local Month! The Farm Tour highlights
amazing family-owned farms, and is free, self-guided, and family friendly.
For detailed farm descriptions and a map, visit EatLocalFirst.org. The MCR
booth will be at Triple Wren Farm on Saturday, 11-4 p.m.

Sept 16th

Master Gardener Booth at the Farmers Market, 10-3 p.m.

Sept 16th

Master Composter/Recyclers will post at Community Food Coop, 10-2 p.m. for Downtown Market Walk

Sept 18-Oct 4 Gardening Green Sustainable Landscape Class. Sign up today: whatcom.wsu.edu
Sept –Oct

Every Wednesday 9am-Noon. Hovander Demo Garden continues with harvest and putting the gardens
to bed. Join in the fun!

Save the Date
Whatcom Master Gardeners will teach two fall classes at the Lynden Library. Free and open to the public
Planting Garlic Saturday, October 14, 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Learn about the different varieties of garlic and how to grow them. Enjoy a spicy harvest next season by
planting your garlic now and allowing it to overwinter. MG volunteer teachers: Mary Carlson & Alice Wales
Late Fall Tips for Spring Success Saturday, November 18, 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Work smarter not harder! Learn what garden chores to focus on now to ensure a successful garden next year.
January 2018: MG Whatcom Advanced training. Details TBA

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities
Clinic is still open if you are interested in refreshing your skills or just want to learn more about it . Contact Jeff Dodson
for a visit contact. Jeff Dodson jefferseed@gmail.com
Fairhaven Middle School Garden: School gardening with middle school kids contact Beth Chisholm if you want to help.
NWYS We Grow Vocational Garden: weekly through the end of October. Thursdays 1-5p.m. at new garden location,
1815 Ellis Street (across from Bellingham Foodbank). Arrive 15 minutes early if you are a new volunteer.
Composting Demonstrations: Help maintain a demonstration site, give a home composting and recycling presentation,
staff a booth for an upcoming event, design displays for a variety of events, or help neighborhoods or community
gardens set up home composting projects on their own site. Contact our new Community Horticulture Assistant for
info: Cristina Airado, cristina.airado@wsu.edu

Roeder Home Demo garden work days: Tuesday afternoons 1-4 p.m.) Dates subject to change. Contact Shelley Fishwild
for updates: sf4kf@comcast.net

The Case of the
Curious Cucumber
Digger Spade, MG Plant Detective

T

he client, who really was the curious one, came in
with a couple of cucumbers and a picture of her
cucumber plants. They were fruit from Marketmore 76, a
popular variety, and she had grown them before without
seeing the odd shapes of the sample she brought in. The
cucumbers were about 7 inches long and the blossom
end looked pretty normal, but the rest of the fruit was
underdeveloped. The pictures of the plants showed
healthy vigorous growth with good color and no sign of
disease or insect damage.

hours of the day they open. And hot weather decreases
the time available for fertilization. That means that insect
pollinators have to show up early to do a good job.
An alternative to insect pollination is the do-it -yourself
method. This means, during the morning, taking male
flowers and clipping off the petals to expose the anthers
which carry the pollen and touching it to the stygma of
the female flower. Alternatively, using a small soft artist’s
brush to transfer pollen from male to female flowers.
A longer term strategy would be to encourage bees with
some flowers in the vegetable garden and to provide
homes for mason bees.
Although there are parthenocarpic varieties that do not
need to be fertilized, they are best grown in a greenhouse
to intentionally exclude bees, because if they are
pollinated they tend to become misshapen and bitter.
We gave the client the links below so she could learn
more about cucumbers and mason bee culture.
Her odd-shaped fruit were perfectly OK to eat. So, by no
means a total loss.

Further Reading
A pair of underdeveloped cucumbers comfort one another.

The problem was pretty easy to identify. The cure, not so
easy. This type of distortion is not caused by a disease but
by insects.

The absence of insects—not their
presence—because the problem is
actually due to poor pollination.
The client confirmed that she hadn’t seen many bees in
her vegetable garden, though there seemed to be plenty
of bumble bees in her flower beds on the other side of
her property.
We explained to her that the female flowers are shortlived and are only receptive to pollen during the morning

“What’s wrong with my cucurbit?”
ext100.wsu.edu/gardentips/category/cucumbers
NW Pollinators
www.xerces.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/
MaritimeNorthwestPlantList_web.pdf
HortSense Factsheet (Diagnostic Tool)
hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/Search/
MainMenuWithFactSheet.aspx?CategoryId=5
Mason Bee Information
extension.wsu.edu/snohomish/wp-content/uploads/
sites/7/2017/01/Orchard-Mason-Bees1.pdf

