WSU Whatcom County Master Gardeners

Fall/Winter 2017

• Foundation Endowment
• Training Announcements
• Digger Spade

From the Coordinator’s Desk

L

ate Fall was a busy time for the Program, graduation at the YWCA
Ballroom, the Foundation gathering at Roeder Home, a successful
public workshop at the Lynden Library and finally getting all the
gardens put to bed for the winter. Now we tuck in for some dark
raining days ahead.

Whatcom County Master Gardener Program
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
1000 N. Forest Street ● Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 778-5811

As most of you know, I am taking a year off from the annual basic
training to allow time to focus on some strategic planning. The Annual
Advanced Training will take place on February 8, 2018. See page for 6
details on this full day of local gardening education.

MISSION The WSU Extension Master Gardener
Program trains volunteers to be effective
community educators in gardening and
environmental stewardship.

Cristina and I are gearing up for the 2018 WSU Whatcom Master
Composter Recycler training. We are excited for some new elements to
this training and encourage all Master Gardeners to sign up to improve
your compost system knowledge.
Our work in the community horticulture program still encompasses
community garden support so if you would like to learn more and get
involved let us know.

WSU WHATCOM COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF
Drew Betz
Chris Benedict
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Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation

See you all at the Advanced Training!

The Master Gardener Foundation of Whatcom County
supports the MG program with fundraising and
provides information about home horticulture to the
public through a demonstration garden, lectures and
home gardening advice.

Thanks for all you do.

MG FOUNDATION BOARD
President:
Harriet Arkely
1st VP:
Kay Fast
2nd VPs:
Kathleen Bander & Barb Schickler
Secretary:
Kathy Barrett
Treasurer:
Marilyn Glenn
Members at Large: Barb King & Mill Shires
Representative to State Foundation: Sandy Keathley

The WEEDER’S DIGEST is the monthly newsletter
of the Whatcom County Master Gardener
Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please
submit to Cristina Airado. Limit to 600 or fewer
words and include a photo. Editors reserve the
right to edit for content and formatting.
Extension programs and employment are available
to all without discrimination. Evidence of
noncompliance may be reported through your
local Extension Office.
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2017 Graduation & Master Gardener Recognition Awards

In October we celebrated another year of excellent
service and welcomed our newcomers at graduation.

We also recognized Karen Gilliam for having received
the 2017 WSU Master Gardener of the Year Award.
Congratulations to all our 2017 award winners!
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Master Gardeners Foundation

W

ith help from many of you, WE DID IT! We now have an Endowment
Fund for our Whatcom County Master Gardener Program.

Those of you who were at the Roeder House this past month learned how our
endowment fund (managed by the Whatcom Community Foundation) will grow
our future in at least four ways:
1. We will have an ongoing source of income, approximately 4% beginning in the
4th year of our endowment.
2. We will have a long-term investment with minimal risk.
3. We will be making a real investment in our future.
4. We now have a way to perpetuate our values, priorities, and the work we do.
Those of you who were unable to attend our November meeting will be
receiving a letter and a brochure describing this Fund. We ask that you consider
making a one-time donation either now or as a part of your legacy planning or
as a way to honor someone who has passed away and/or made an extraordinary
contribution to our program.
On an entirely different topic, please note that during the winter months our
monthly meetings will be held at noon, rather than during the evening. On
December 14, please join us for “Gifts from Our Gardens”, noon to 1:30 p.m., at
the Community Connections Room in the downtown Food Coop.
Happy Holidays,

Harriet
Harriet Arkley, MGF President
harrietarkley@gmail.com
P.S. Remember, your Foundation Board meets the first Thursday of the month
in the Extension Office at 10 a.m. You are always welcome. Want something on
the agenda? Let me know. To read the most recent Board minutes and
treasurer’s reports go to whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/mgfoundation.html

Master Gardeners Foundation Mission
The Master Gardeners Foundation of Whatcom County supports the Master Gardeners program with fundraising and
provides information about home horticulture to the public through demonstration gardens, lectures and home
gardening advice. The funds managed by the Foundation support outreach activities, the Master Gardener coordinator,
the demonstration gardens, and monthly on-going educational meetings and events.
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Meet Kathleen Bander
Kathleen had the good fortune to be the daughter of a professor who loved to travel. As a result, she was able to live
and see much of the world, and has continued her love of other cultures with her like-minded husband.
Armed with a B.A. in political science and an M.A. in Public
Administration, Kathleen’s first career was in public relations and
politics. Following that, she taught ESL in a community college, and
finished her paid working years teaching in public schools,
grades 1-12.
She has always loved gardening of all kinds, and loves passing on her
knowledge. While she and her husband were in the Western Samoa
in the Peace Corps a few years ago, she and Bill taught elementary
kids hands-on food production.
Twenty years ago Kathleen became fascinated by bats, and, upon
learning how poorly they are regarded in the U.S., founded Bats
Northwest, which is now the clearinghouse for bat information in
the NW.
She credits Master Gardening with connecting her to like-minded
people when she and Bill first moved to Bellingham, and urges new
volunteers to take advantage of the stellar opportunity to teach the
public practical gardening knowledge, as well as meet new and
wonderful MG friends.

Save the date:
Northwest Flower Show
Foundation Board Meetings
1st Thursday of each month
10am-12pm, Extension Office

Foundation Board Members
President: Harriet Arkley
1st VP: Kay Fast
2nd VPs: Kathleen Bander &
Barbara Schickler
Treasurer: Marilyn Glenn
Secretary: Kathy Barrett
At-Large: Barbara King & Mill Shires
State Rep: Sandy Keathley

Please join the Master Gardener Foundation as we visit the
Northwest Flower Show on Wednesday, February 7, 2018. We
would be delighted to have you join us.
We will head down to Seattle on the first day of the show on a
bus leaving at 7:30 a.m. and returning between 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
The cost is only $50. While we will not be serving refreshments,
feel free to bring your own.
Look for an email with details on when and how to purchase
your ticket.
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Community Horticulture News
22nd Annual Whatcom Gardening Conference
Resilient Gardening in Western Washington
Thursday, February 8, 2018 • 8AM - 4PM
at Bellingham Technical College Settlemyer Hall
Save the date for a full-day conference covering topics of resilience and sustainability; Topics include food gardening,
native pollinators and habitat, gardening in small spaces, youth gardening, storage crops, composting, permaculture,
and more. The conference offers opportunity to connect with experts, community leaders, and fellow gardeners of all
levels.
Keynote Address • Breakout Sessions • Community Garden Panel of Experts

Keynote Speaker: Gail Langellotto
Ph.D. Associate Professor of Horticulture at Oregon State University,
and statewide Extension Master Gardener Program coordinator.
“
$40 Registration • Lunch is not included
Brown-bag lunch or pre-register for catered lunch
This is a Toward Zero Waste Event. Bring your own mug if possible!
Open to the public – student scholarships available

Registration and event details coming soon at www.whatcom.wsu.edu

Open to the Public

Student Scholarships
Available
Local Vendors
Non– Profit Educational
Booths
RAFFLE
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Community Horticulture News
Winter Composting:
It happens!
The rain doesn’t have to mean compost
season is over. The Master Composter/
Recycler Program encourages you to keep
turning that pile. Here are some great tips
to keep your pile active over the colder
months:
Winter composting facts:
• Michigan State University Extension
Winter compost pile maintenance
suggestions:
• University of Wisconsin Extension
• Cornell University Extension

Calling all waste
reduction enthusiasts:
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Volunteer News, Opportunities, & Events
Keeping Worms at Harmony

Karen Gilliam:
In case you haven't heard, Whatcom Master Gardener
Karen Gilliam has received the honorable title of WSU
Master Gardener of the Year. Karen has served the local
program as a volunteer in every capacity for 41 years.
During the 1980s she served as secretary, treasurer, and
president of the WSU Whatcom County Master Gardener
Foundation. During those same years she helped create
the WSU Whatcom Extension demonstration gardens at
Hovander Homestead Park.
In addition, she has been a mentor to new Master
Gardener trainees, a co-chair of the greenhouse
committee, the teacher of monthly plant identification
courses and numerous community workshops and
classes throughout the county.

Master Composter/Recycler volunteer DeeAnn Perler and
Ken Malseed set up a worm bin at Harmony Elementary
School this fall. The kids had a blast and they all wanted to
help maintain the bin. Thank you MCR educators for
exciting a new generation of vermicomposters!

Each year Karen has donated approx. 1,500 plants to the
annual plant sale. You might think of these as her “green
legacy” as these plants have settled into hundreds of
gardens throughout Whatcom county.
Karen became a certified Master Gardener in 1976, and
for the past 41 years Karen has met and exceeded all
expectations as a WSU Extension volunteer. She is
professional, compassionate, research based, a lifelong
learner and above all, patient. In keeping with the
mission of Master Gardeners she has expanded our
knowledge of the plants we live with and been a model
of stewardship.
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Volunteer News, Opportunities, & Events
December Events
11/24 - 12/31 Deck the Old City Hall • Whatcom Museum • During normal hours: Wed-Sun, 12-5PM
WSU Whatcom County Master Gardeners will have a tree at this holiday event!
12/6

Ask an Expert: eXtension Platform Tutorial • Online • 10-11:15AM
Online at https://zoom.us/j/250405270 *Registration not required!*
Presenter: Dr. Mike Bush (WSU Extension Entomologist in Yakima)
Join Dr. Mike Bush to learn how to answer questions through
eXtension, a nationwide online platform used by Extension systems
across the country. Dr. Mike Bush will show you how to navigate the
Ask an Expert system, answer questions with confidence, and
promote your local Master Gardener Program.

12/9

Monthly Master Gardeners Foundation Board Meeting • WSU Whatcom
County Extension Office • 10AM • Open to all Master Gardeners

12/14

Gifts from our Gardens Presentation • Coop Bakery Building • 12-1:30PM
A panel of Whatcom County Master Gardeners will share how they use their personal gardens to
make unique and attractive gifts for family, friends, and the holidays. This talk is part of the Master
Gardener Foundation's monthly meetings, which are always free and open to the public.

Save the Date
1/27

Country Living Expo and Cattlemen’s Winterschool • Stanwood High School • All day
A fun, full day of learning in Skagit county. Arts, crafts, gardening, cooking, and small farm topics
More info: http://extension.wsu.edu/skagit/countrylivingexpo/

2/7-11

Northwest Flower Show • Wa. State Convention Center, Seattle • See page 5 for caravan details

2/8

22nd Annual Whatcom Gardening Conference • See page 6 for details

2/24

FREE Whatcom County Small Farm Expo • Haggen Expo Building, NW Wa. Fairgrounds • 9AM-2PM
Check the details on their event on Facebook.

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities
Clinic is still open if you are interested in refreshing your skills or just want to learn more about it . Contact Jeff Dodson
for a visit contact. Jeff Dodson jefferseed@gmail.com
Fairhaven Middle School Garden: School gardening with middle school kids; contact Beth Chisholm if you want to help.
Composting Demonstrations: Help maintain a demonstration site, give a home composting and recycling presentation,
staff a booth for an upcoming event, design displays for a variety of events, or help neighborhoods or community
gardens set up home composting projects on their own site. Contact our new Community Horticulture Assistant for
info: Cristina Airado, cristina.airado@wsu.edu
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The Case of the
Failing Fir

T

he client brought in two samples of branch
terminals and sent a few pictures. He was well
aware that the tree wasn’t in good shape but wanted to
know what was causing the problem.

is to recycle dead materials. There seemed no likelihood
that these were the cause of the tree’s decline, and that
was what the client wanted to know, and if it could be
re-invigorated.
The answer to the latter was probably not. Not only were
the lower branches dying, branches 30 feet up were
losing needles and dying, too.
Why it was in such bad shape was most likely due to
several things. The insect infestation may have been the
main cause if the larvae had almost girdled the tree by
consuming the cambium layer. Caught early, that may
have been treated with a systemic insecticide. And
though there was no evidence of root rot, the similar
effects on nutrient transport makes it a possibility. Then
there was the tree’s location. That—together with at
least three serious droughts and no, or very little,
water—stressed many trees in our area to the point of
death and made them much more susceptible to insect
infestation and disease. From the growth pattern on the
branches it was clear that the last few years had been
tough ones for the tree and the ones before that hadn’t
been very kind to it.

One picture showed the trunk at ground level. It looked
as though the diameter was around three feet. The
picture also showed that the tree was only a few feet
away from a building on one side and about the same
distance from the sidewalk on the other. For the tree,
between a rock and a hard place. The trunk also showed
signs of an insect invasion with quite a few patches of
grass.

And just to add to the challenges, the client routinely
used an herbicide to kill the broad leaf weeds in the
lawn. Routine use can get some to the tree’s roots and
might explain the distorted ends on the terminals.

One of the sample branches was dead and the other
alive, but certainly not healthy. The pattern of growth on
both branches told us quite a lot. There had been no new
growth on the live branch this year. Last year about an
inch, the year before that 2’’ and the one before that
about 4”. A similar pattern was apparent on the dead
branch, but no way to tell when the branch had died.
Both branches had quite a bit of lichen growth, not a
matter of concern. But they both had small knobs on the
terminal ends. These looked to be terminal buds that had
failed to develop. The dead branch had a lot of dead dark
brown structures that looked like tiny cones and others
that looked as though they might have been fungal
growths. Most probably, these were simply residues
from fungus members of the clean-up crew whose job it

So our message to the client was not a happy one. There
is no magic bullet and the tree is probably dead or near
to it. His best option is to consult an arborist on removal
options. (Given the location, an expensive proposition.)
Whoever planted it many years ago put it in what
became a poor location. Big trees close to houses and
streets eventually become big problems.

Assessing Tree Health
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS055E/
FS055E.pdf
Trees and Shrubs Publications
http://gardening.wsu.edu/trees-and-shrubs/
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