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Meet Your Foundation
Master Composter Program
Advanced Training

From the Coordinator’s Desk
Beth Chisholm

E

very January for the past 6 years, I have coordinated the Master
Gardener Basic Training, our 12-week course that is the
foundation of the Master Gardener Program. This spring, many of
you know we are taking the training season (February-April) off to
focus on strengthening what we have. I will be doing strategic
planning and catching up on old business. With this break, it means
I’ve been forced to “turn people away”—which is hard but also an
exercise in itself. Some key questions I will pose to you as Master
Gardeners in the coming weeks: Why did you become a Master
Gardener? What sustains your interest? What are you internal/
external motivations? How do you feel about the mission of the
program? What growth do you hope for in 2018? What will be your
contributions? Large or small, our collective work is what ultimately
holds us together.
Thanks for all you do. See you Thursday, February 8 for the Advanced
training: whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/mgat.html

Whatcom County Master Gardener Program
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
1000 N. Forest Street ● Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 778-5811
MISSION The WSU Extension Master Gardener
Program trains volunteers to be effective
community educators in gardening and
environmental stewardship.
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Drew Betz
Chris Benedict
Beth Chisholm
Cristina Airado
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County Director
Agriculture Educator
Master Gardeners &
Community First Gardens Project
Master Composter/Recyclers
Office Manager

Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation
The Master Gardener Foundation of Whatcom County
supports the MG program with fundraising and
provides information about home horticulture to the
public through a demonstration garden, lectures and
home gardening advice.

MG FOUNDATION BOARD

Guided by our MISSION
The WSU Extension Master Gardener Program trains volunteers to
be effective community educators in gardening and environmental
stewardship.
The work we do in the
WSU Whatcom Community Horticulture Program
Community Garden Support
Master Composter/Recycler Program
Master Gardeners
Schools
Clinics
Outreach
Demonstration gardens
Service to at risk population
Hunger & food security
Environmental stewardship
Ongoing learning
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President:
Harriet Arkely
1st VP:
Barbara King
2nd VPs:
Kathleen Bander & Barb Schickler
Secretary:
Kathy Barrett
Treasurer:
Marilyn Glenn
Members at Large: Linda Boblett, Shelley Fishwild,
Louise Granger, Victor Knox, Bonnie LeVan,
& Mill Shires
Representative to State Foundation: Sandy Keathley

The WEEDER’S DIGEST is a bi-monthly newsletter
of the Whatcom County Master Gardener
Program. Guest articles are encouraged. Please
submit to program coordinators. Limit to 600 or
fewer words and include a photo. Editors reserve
the right to edit for content and formatting.
Extension programs and employment are
available to all without discrimination. Evidence of
noncompliance may be reported through your
local Extension Office.

Compost Corner: Signs that work!
Understanding the nuances of composting and recycling can be a
challenge, and we so often see confusion manifest itself at bins in
public spaces or events. People want to do the
right thing, and as educators, it’s our job to
pay attention to what works. Kudos to our
WSU colleague Betsy for creating a winning
sign at the Small Fruit Conference, a Toward
Zero Waste event (see picture on right). Many
people don’t know that paper cups for hot
liquids contain a plastic liner that cannot be
composted, and inadvertently contaminate
compost bins. The lesson here is that,
sometimes, an explanation is not really
necessary—only a bit of courtesy.
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Free Plants! Now's The Time To Divide
Karen Gilliam, a veteran and long time Master Gardener, will give a
noontime presentation on plant propagation from cuttings.
Karen is widely known for her extensive knowledge of plants. She
will give tips on producing new plants from older ones, and advice
on how to get the babies off to a good start.

Thursday, March 8, Noon-1:30pm
Healthy Connections Rm @ Co-op Bakery
Free & open to the public
Location : please check ahead but most likely at the downtown
Community Coop bakery building, 405 East Holly Street.
Parking note: there are 2 hour parking spots nearby.
WSU Resource for Dividing plants:

NEW Publication Alert:

Propagation of Plants from Specialized Structures
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/pnw164/
PNW164.pdf

http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/FS283E/FS283E.pdf

HUGELKULTUR: What is it, and should it be used in
home gardens?

Northwest Flower Show: Hop on the bus!
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2018, 7:30am-6:30pm
Too early to think Spring? Never!
The Whatcom Country Master Gardener Foundation invites you to join us on our annual visit to the 2018 Northwest
Flower and Garden Festival. We will take a bus on the first day of the show, Wednesday, February 7, at 7:30 am and
return around 6:30 pm. To learn more about this remarkable and exciting event, please visit the website, which
includes the seminar schedule and vendors and more: https://www.gardenshow.com/the-show/

The tickets are $50.00 and cover the bus and entrance to the show. Please bring along any refreshments you would
like for the day. You will be able to leave items on the bus. We will meet near or in Bellis Fair in Bellingham. Final
information will come out the end of January.

Sign up for the trip! Send $50 check with your name, email, and phone number to:
Master Gardener Foundation Bus Trip
1000 North Forest Street
Bellingham, WA 98226
Please make the check out to: Whatcom Master Gardener Foundation
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Master Gardeners Foundation
President’s Message

I

know that 2018 will be an exceptionally productive year for our program.

WHY?

We have a multi-talented Foundation Board that have their eye on our future.
Beth Chisholm, our program coordinator, will challenge us to think about how
to make our program even stronger.
We will continue to Grow our Future with your donations to the Whatcom
County Master Gardener Endowment program: www.whatcomcf.org/mastergardener-foundation
David Simonson will continue to entertain us with his wry sense of humor and
guide us with his wisdom at Hovander.
The Children’s Story Garden will be even more inviting and interactive for
visitors.

The Native Plant Garden, thanks to Kendra Bradford and her team, will get a new and more prominent space at
Hovander.
An exciting schedule of monthly meetings (second Thursdays) is in the works.
And finally, our tomatoes will ripen earlier than ever and the slugs will take a year off.

Gardeners are such a hopeful bunch!
Happy New Year,

Foundation Board Meetings
1st Thursday of each month. 10am-12pm, Bellingham
Extension Office. All Master Gardeners welcome!

Harriet
Harriet Arkley, MGF President

Want something on the next meeting agenda?
Let Harriet know: harrietarkley@gmail.com
To read the most recent Board minutes and treasurer’s
reports go to: whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/mgfoundation.html

Master Gardeners Foundation Mission
The Master Gardeners Foundation of Whatcom County supports the Master Gardeners program with fundraising and
provides information about home horticulture to the public through demonstration gardens, lectures and home
gardening advice. The funds managed by the Foundation support outreach activities, the Master Gardener coordinator,
the demonstration gardens, and monthly on-going educational meetings and events.
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Meet Your 2018 Board

Harriet Arkley
President

Barbara King
1st VP

Barbara Schickler
2nd VP

Kathy Barrett
Secretary

Marilyn Glenn
Treasurer

Sandy Keathley
State Representative

Linda Boblett

Shelley Fishwild

Louise Granger

Victor Knox

Bonnie LeVan

Mill Shires

Members at Large
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Community Horticulture News
22nd Annual Whatcom Gardening Conference
Resilient Gardening in Western Washington
Thursday, February 8, 2018 • 8AM - 4PM at BTC Settlemyer Hall

Register Today! Space is limited:

Brown Paper Tickets • Event info: whatcom.wsu.edu

Keynote Speaker: Gail Langellotto
Ph.D. Associate Professor of Horticulture at Oregon State University
and statewide Extension Master Gardener Program coordinator

“How Gardening Will Save the World”

$40 Registration • Lunch is not included: Brown-bag lunch or pre-register for catered lunch
This is a Toward Zero Waste Event. Bring your own mug if possible!
Open to the public – student scholarships available upon request.

Thank you to our event sponsors!
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Community Horticulture News
Master Composter/Recycler Program presents

WASTED! The Story of Food Waste

From farm to fork, an astounding 40 percent of edible food in the United
States gets wasted. Undesirables never leave the farm, surplus overwhelms
grocery shelves, and leftovers lay forgotten in the back of the fridge. Last
week’s spaghetti isn’t the only thing getting needlessly tossed–our broken
food system is wasting precious freshwater and energy resources,
amounting to a $160 billion loss per year. Take a look at some exciting
solutions to food waste being proposed in Anthony Bourdain’s new documentary, Wasted!

As presenting sponsors, WSU Whatcom County Extension will be there to provide food waste
resources, FoodPlus! curbside signup forms, and upcoming training info.
Screenings: Thursday, January 18 , 6:30pm • Sunday, January. 21, 3pm
Purchase tickets at www.pickfordfilmcenter.org

Special video debut. Please share!
Where Does Your FoodPlus Go? WSU Whatcom Extension
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The Case of the
Contaminated
Cat Food
Digger Spade, MG Plant Detective

T

he long dark days of winter came, the clients very few
So Digger and the clinic team did not have much to do
Then, all at once there came a call, Oh help! we’re overrun
These little beast are here in droves, tell us, What must be done?
The little beasts were small and dark like grains of old wild rice
Where they were found they might have been left by one of the families mice
But when scooped into the jar they had scooted all about
The kitchen cupboard was their home, a Household Pest, no doubt!
The sages out at WSU provide a comprehensive guide to the common household pest
Of which there’s quite a few, but “Cupboard Beetles” were the ones that seemed to fit the best
There’s several, all of similar size, did we need to know the specie
A close-up in the microscope made this relatively easy
What could have been a murine deposit shone with an amber hue
This dumpy fellow’s shape and color was the essential clue
The Drug Store, Cigarette and Flour Beetles all look about the same
So far as concerned the client there’s not much in a name
The clients’ concern was what to do, our advice was given with care
The first to do we told them was to clean the cupboards bare
A vacuum cleaner is the tool to reduce the population
Then store all food in tight containers to starve the next generation
The clean up should include a check for what had been the source
Of food supply for the invading horde, throw it out to now enforce
A state of starvation for eggs that will hatch some day
No pesticide but sanitation will keep these pests at bay.

All of the Cupboard Beetles have similar life cycles and food habits. The only effective protection is to eliminate
access to nutrition.

Further Reading
Cupboard Beetles
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/408/2015/02/PLS-10-Cupboard-Beetles.pdf
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Volunteer News, Opportunities, & Events
February-March Events
Looking for volunteers!! Contact Beth if you would like to sign up!!
Saturday, February 24
FREE Whatcom County Small Farm Expo
Time: 9AM-2PM
NEEDED: 2 Master Composter/ or Master Gardener Volunteers to show off vermicomposting and promote
annual plant sale.
Location: Haggen Expo Building, NW Wa. Fairgrounds , Lynden details on their event on Facebook
Sunday, February 25
Foothills Seed Trade & Giveaway
Time: 2-4:00pm
WSU Master Gardeners have been invited to table at this fun foothills event.
NEEDED: 2 volunteers to share our seeds and provide Master Gardener advice
Location: Van Zandt Community Hall: 4106 Valley Hwy (Hwy 9) across from the Everybody's store.

MG Spring Garden Workshop Series—
Sudden Valley Library
SATURDAY, APRIL 14
Garden Soils: key ingredients for success
Educator: TBA
Join the WSU Whatcom Master Gardeners to discover the
best tips and tricks for a successful summer garden.
Learn about soil preparation, planting temperatures,
and amendments
SATURDAY, APRIL 21
Veggie Gardening 101: Seeds vs. Starts Educator: Mill Shires
WSU Whatcom Master Gardeners can help you navigate the
best options for direct seed vs using transplants or starts in
your garden. We will discuss planning, planting, timing.
SATURDAY, MAY 5
Landscaping for Native Pollinators
Educator: Erin Moore
Pollinators need homes and food. The WSU Whatcom Master Gardeners will show you how to create
a little bit of pollinator heaven in your backyard.

Save the Date
February 7-11 Northwest Flower Show • WA State Convention Center, Seattle • See page 4 for caravan details
February 8
22nd Annual Whatcom Gardening Conference • See page 7 for details
February 24
FREE Whatcom County Small Farm Expo • Haggen Expo Building, NW Wa. Fairgrounds • 9AM-2PM
details on their event on Facebook. http://www.whatcomcd.org/
May 12
Saturday, Annual Hovander MG Annual Plant Sale
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