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Master Composter/Recyclers at Hovander



Upcoming Plant Sales and Spring Events



Supporting School Gardens

From the Coordinator’s Desk
Beth Chisholm
Happy Spring!
It’s gearing up to be a busy growing season. Our Demo gardens are
growing. Our first official day at Hovander is Wednesday, April 4 from
9am-noon.
The Greenhouse team is hard at work and the plant sale committee
doing a great job. Clinic is gearing up for another busy season. This
Spring I will be working closely with the teams to strengthen and
expand our programming and work to better understand how we can
serve the needs in our community. It’s a pleasure to work with such a
motivated and passionate group of volunteers. Let’s remind each
other that our program is here to serve local residents and enhance
stewardship in our yards, farms, gardens, streams, parks and trails.
Happy gardening!
Beth

SAVE THE DATE!! Saturday, May 12, Master Gardener Plant Sale
Visit: whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/plantsale.html

Whatcom County Master Gardener Program
whatcom.wsu.edu/mastergardener
1000 N. Forest Street ● Suite 201
Bellingham, WA 98225
(360) 778-5811
MISSION The WSU Extension Master Gardener
Program trains volunteers to be effective
community educators in gardening and
environmental stewardship.
WSU WHATCOM COUNTY EXTENSION STAFF
Drew Betz
Chris Benedict
Beth Chisholm
Cristina Airado
Cheryl Lallas

County Director
Agriculture Educator
Master Gardeners &
Community First Gardens Project
Master Composter/Recyclers
Office Manager

Whatcom County Master Gardener Foundation
The Master Gardener Foundation of Whatcom
County supports the MG program with fundraising
and provides information about home horticulture to
the public through a demonstration garden, lectures
and home gardening advice.

MG FOUNDATION BOARD
President:
Harriet Arkely
1st VP:
Barbara King
2nd VPs:
Kathleen Bander & Barb Schickler
Secretary:
Kathy Barrett
Treasurer:
Marilyn Glenn
Members at Large: Linda Boblett, Shelley Fishwild,
Louise Granger, Victor Knox, Bonnie LeVan,
& Mill Shires
Representative to State Foundation: Sandy Keathley

The WEEDER’S DIGEST is a bi-monthly
newsletter of the Whatcom County Master
Gardener Program. Guest articles are
encouraged. Please submit to program
coordinators. Limit to 600 or fewer words and
include a photo. Editors reserve the right to edit
for content and formatting.
Extension programs and employment are
available to all without discrimination. Evidence
of noncompliance may be reported through your
local Extension Office.
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Master Gardeners Foundation
President’s Message
It is past time to give a round of applause to those who have recently given
“above and beyond” to our program:
• To all those who have helped Grow our Future with their donations to the
Whatcom County Master Gardener Endowment program. As of today
$4,044.69 has been added to the initial $25,000 contribution made by your
Foundation.
• Margaret Kassner, who not only coordinated our bus trip to the Seattle
Flower and Garden Show, but also brought us our very own everyone-willwant-one Master Gardener mugs.
• Judy and Jack Boxx, who made a shovel-shaped plaque for us to use to record
names of the Broken Shovel Award recipients.
• The dynamic team (Beth Chisholm, Barbara King, Linda Boblett, Bonne LeVan
Lise Adcock, and Linda Cline) who were both behind and in front of the scenes
at the 2018 Resilient Gardening conference.
• Vic Knox and his committee who will be caring for the greenhouse atHovander (to the west of the home) and
helping us think about new ways to use this treasure.
• Lyn Morgan-Hill, who is once again chairing our annual plant sale.
• The Outreach Committee ( Beth Chisholm, Marilyn Glenn, Barbara King, Lise Adcock and Bonnie LeVan,) who are
taking us to new and exciting venues.
Thanks to one and all!

Foundation Board Meetings

Harriet
Harriet Arkley, MGF President

To read the most recent approved minutes and
treasurer’s reports, including the review of Master
Gardener Foundation Cash Receipts and Cash
Disbursements for the 2017 Fiscal Year, visit:
whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/mgfoundation.html

1st Thursday of each month. 10am-12pm,
Bellingham Extension Office. All Master Gardeners
welcome!
Want something on the next meeting agenda?
Let Harriet know: harrietarkley@gmail.com
To read the most recent Board minutes and treasurer’s
reports go to: whatcom.wsu.edu/ch/mgfoundation.html

Master Gardeners Foundation Mission
The Master Gardeners Foundation of Whatcom County supports the Master Gardeners program with fundraising and
provides information about home horticulture to the public through demonstration gardens, lectures and home
gardening advice. The funds managed by the Foundation support outreach activities, the Master Gardener coordinator,
the demonstration gardens, and monthly on-going educational meetings and events.
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Community Horticulture News
Master Composter/Recycler Training Underway:
Compost Contest at Hovander
Hovander Park is the site of the “Great MCR Composting Contest
of 2018.” Earlier this March, soil scientist Andy Bary visited from
the WSU Puyallup Research and Extension Center to teach our
students how to compost, and MCR students are applying their
knowledge through a competitive hot composting contest.
Which one of our talented team of students will reach the
"Process to Further Reduce Pathogens" (PFRP) goal first? Piles
must sustain 131° temperatures over 15 total days, with at least
5 turns of the pile.
After training completion, MCR volunteers will take on projects to
complete 30 hours of service. Hopefully, many will continue
composting at Hovander!
Special thanks to Linda Boblett for being a fantastic classroom
assistant!

MCR students split into 5 teams to compete for finished
“PFRP” compost. Teams pictured: (left, top to bottom)
Compost Apocalypse, Incredible Mulch, (above, top to
bottom) Hovander Hobbit Hill, Gomer Pile, 131°
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Community Horticulture News
22nd Annual Whatcom County Gardening Conference

Special thanks to all that help make our annual event a success

Keynote
Gail Langellotto inspired us!
(Pictured right.)

Planning Team
Bonnie LeVan, Barbara King,
Linda Boblett, Linda Cline,
Lise Adcock

Vendors & Non Profits
Cloud Mountain Farm Center
Red Barn Lavender
My Garden Nursery
Scratch & Peck
Whatcom Conservation District
Pest Hort Board
Noxious Weed Board
WSU Master Composters
WSU Pollinator Info

Presentation Copies
If you would like a copy of any of the presentations please email your request: Beth.Chisholm@wsu.edu

A last note of thanks to our event
sponsors:

Bellingham Food Bank's Garden Project

The garden project is gearing up for another great growing
season. Want to grow your own produce or help others do so?
The Garden Project is now recruiting for volunteers and garden
recipients. Each year, the program builds 25 raised bed veggie
gardens for low income Bellingham residents, free of charge.
In addition to the garden bed, program participants receive
free resources for 2 years, which include educational
workshops, organic seeds and plant starts, basic tools, a
growing guide, and a seasonal newsletter and access to a
garden mentor. The Garden Project comes to life with the
collaborative efforts of volunteers, participants and staff. If you
are interested in receiving a garden or volunteering as a garden
builder or mentor, please contact us at:
gardenproject@bellinghamfoodbank.org
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Community Horticulture News
School and community gardens need our support! Master Gardeners work in many different
teaching gardens throughout the county. If you would like to volunteer in a school or community garden this season
here are some great opportunities.
Fairhaven Middle School Garden: their garden club starts in April, and they are looking for regular weekly volunteers to
work with 6th graders in this small garden. Contact Beth for details.

Blaine Garden and Youth Garden Program: “Grow For It.” Work with kids from Boys & Girls Club in the garden—
contact Beth Chisholm or Ayn Balback (enchaynting@hotmail.com) to get involved.
Meridian Middle School Garden: Master Gardeners have been supporting this gardener for 7 years. Come out and join
fellow MG volunteers and share your love of gardening with teenagers! Garden club starts March 14. Club meets
every Wednesday from 3pm-5pm. No garden club on 3/28 and 4/04. Final garden day is June 13, 2018 Garden is
located at school: 861 Ten Mile Rd, Lynden. Contact Phylls Bergquist if you would like to help:
pbergqui@meridian.wednet.edu

Meridian School Community Garden: An Obsession is Born
by Phyliss Berqquist

My obsession began in the summer of 2009 when I saw a small school garden at an elementary school in Bellingham. My mind
immediately began to devise a plan for our own school garden despite the fact that I had not received approval to do so. After
multiple days of sleepless nights obsessing about seeds and starts, I gave in and asked my principal, Mr. Sanderson, for permission
to start a garden. He was agreeable and gave me a section of a grassy field to use but had no funding to offer for startup costs.
This did little to stop the obsession train in my brain, so the search for funding began.
Divine intervention in the form of a science teacher, Mr.Clonts, suggested that I look into funding from WSU. Much to my
surprise, we were awarded a grant and my obsession began to become a reality. Under the guidance of Beth Chisholm,
Community First Garden Coordinator, I began the massive project of creating a 110 ft. x 40 ft. garden. My obsessed brain was SO
excited but the reality was overwhelming. Fortunately, Beth rallied her incredibly talented and knowledgeable master gardener to
come to the rescue. Linda, Mimi, Marilyn, Ester, Barb, Janet, Barbara, and Marla are some of the wonderful women that have
helped weed, plant, teach, donate supplies, install drip irrigation, transplant, weed some more and nurture the love of gardening
in the hearts of middle school students for 9 years and counting.
Hundreds of students and countless hours later, our garden has thrived. We have donated over 1,000lbs. of food to local food
banks, countless pounds have been given to our families and we have ignited the love of gardening in hearts all around the
county. It has been a long and bountiful road……..Thank you WSU!!!
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Volunteer News, Opportunities, & Events
Outreach is expanding! Our goal is to reach all corners of the county providing research-based gardening
information to residents. Thanks to the effort of the outreach team and community partners we are growing. If you are
new to tabling or need to refresh your skills we have a fun training for you below: “Ask a Master Gardener 101”

UPCOMING EVENTS

Master Gardener Plant Sale Potting Day
March 21 & 28, Wednesday, 1pm-3pm: Come out to the old greenhouse at Hovander for the first of our plant sale prep
work parties. Bring gloves, hand tools and plants to donate. Rain or shine. Dress for the weather.
Whatcom Conservation District Annual Native Plant Sale
March 24, Saturday, 9am-2pm: Master Gardeners/Master Composter & Recyclers info booth staffing needed. Great
time to visit with community and promote our upcoming plant sale and events. 2 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. Contact Beth
if you are interested in working a shift: 8:30am-11:30am or 11:30-2pm. Visit: www.whatcomcd.org/plant-sale

PRESENTATIONS

April 11, Wednesday, 11am • Spring Chores to Jump-Start Your Garden • Presenter - Marilyn Glenn
Marilyn is a WSU trained Master Gardener and is currently on the Board for the Whatcom Master Gardener
Foundation. Start your garden chores with a garden walk to assess the health and design of your garden. What needs
pruning? Do some plants need to be transplanted or removed? Learn about garden bed cleanup, whether to amend
your soil with compost, mulching, and weed control tips. If you are heavy on perennials, when and how to divide to
make more plants. Location: Bellingham Senior Center , 315 Halleck St, Bellingham.
Foundation Monthly Meeting
April 12, Thursday, Noon - 1:30 pm • Renovating Your Overgrown “Jungle” • Presenter - Cindy Riskin
Cindy is a certified Master Gardener. She is currently obsessed with renovating her garden jungle. Those plants were
so small when you got them, but now there's too much of everything! Learn practical steps for updating your garden
for your current and future needs. Topics include: how to inventory your yard, what to keep and what should go, tips
for squeezing in your favorites and developing a more sustainable garden. Location: Food Coop Healthy Connections
Room, 405 E. Holly Street, Bellingham.

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Ask a Master Gardener 101: Training for Tabling
April 7, Saturday, 1pm-2:30 pm or April 11, Wednesday, 4:30-6pm
Wish you felt more confident when staffing a Master Gardener Info Table around the county? Join a gathering of
fellow Master Gardeners to review frequently asked questions, learn how to deal with plant diagnostic inquiries, and
other concerns you may have when volunteering. With the growing season upon us, your help is needed to provide
this essential outreach to our community. You will receive a CE credit for attending. Location: Main Room, WSU
Extension Office 1000 N. Forest, Bellingham. Please RSVP to Barbara King: brfking@aol.com

TABLING EVENTS

Community Food Coop Garden Days
April 14, Saturday, 11:00 am- 2:00 pm • VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for both Coop locations (Downtown and Cordata)
Contact Marilyn Glenn: marilyn.glenn@comcast.net
April 28, Saturday, 9:30 am - 3:00 pm Native Flora Fair
Hosted by WA Native Plant Society, Bellingham Parks & Wild Whatcom. Volunteer shifts are filled but send questions
to Lise Adcock, MG: tommelise.a@comcast.net Location: Fairhaven Village Green, 1207 10th St, Bellingham.
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Volunteer News, Opportunities, & Events
TABLING EVENTS Cont.
Bellingham Farmer’s Market “Ask a Master Gardener ” Booth
The tradition continues! Thanks to Barb King for leading this effort and thanks to the Market for having us as a
nonprofit education partner. The Farmers Market is open every Saturday from 10am –3pm.
Interested in volunteering for a shift? Contact Barbara King MG, brfking@aol.com
Shifts:
May 5
June 9
July 14
August 11
September 8

NEW This Season!!!
Lynden Farmer’s Market “Ask a Master Gardener” Booth
Contact Barbara King, MG brfking@aol.com
June 23: 9:15 am - 12:00 pm and 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
July 28: 9:15 am - 12:00 pm and 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Aug 25: 9:15 am - 12:00 pm and 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Sept 22: 9:15 am - 12:00 pm and 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Plant Clinic expands hours and location
Starting April 16, Every Monday, 4pm-7pm
Thanks to Margaret Kassner, our diagnostic plant clinic will be available to the public in the evening. The Bellingham
Public Library (downtown location) will host the MG clinic weekly starting Monday, April 16. The goal is to be at the
library weekly on Monday evenings throughout the summer. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: we are looking for a small crew of
evening volunteers interested in this work. Contact Margaret Kassner for more information: mdkassner@icloud.com
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